Aymestrey Parish Council Biodiversity Policy

Under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006, public authorities in England,
including Parish Councils, have a legal duty to consider biodiversity in their policy and decision-
making processes. This responsibility was further enhanced by the Environment Act 2021,
which requires public authorities, including Parish Councils, to not only conserve but also to
enhance biodiversity in England. As part of this obligation, government guidance published on
17 May 2023 clarifies that, as a public authority, town and parish councils must:

e Consider: Assess potential actions to conserve and enhance biodiversity.
e Agree: Establish policies and specific objectives to promote biodiversity.
¢ Act: Implement actions to achieve these biodiversity goals.

What is “biodiversity”? Article 2 of the UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) defines
"biological diversity" (biodiversity) as the variability among living organisms from all sources
including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological
complexes of which they are part; this includes diversity within species, between species and of
ecosystems.

The Parish Area

The Aymestrey Parish Council area is rural, with two villages and several smaller settlements.
The area is rich in wooded hills (including a number of ancient woodlands), mixed farmland,
streams and rivers, remnant wet pasture meadows, flower-rich road verges and a number of
privately owned Commons. The River Lugg Site of Scientific Interest, part of the catchment of
the River Wye Special Area of Conservation, meanders through the parish. The Lugg, its riparian
areas and tributaries are highly vulnerable to pollution and physical changes.

Specific Parish Council Responsibilities

Although not solely responsible for the management of any areas in the Parish, the Parish
Council is able to reference biodiversity when responding to planning applications, in its
Neighbourhood Development Plan, supporting and encouraging tree planting with the help of
the Tree Warden, taking a keen interest in the health of the River Lugg and supporting The
Aymestrey Parish Commons Association, which aims to promote conservation and biodiversity
of and facilitate access to Yatton Hill, Yatton Marsh and Ballsgate commons while supporting
management and safeguarding the rights and interests of owners and commoners.

Biodiversity Action Plan
To meet its legal duties, Aymestrey Parish Council commits to the following actions.

e Consider the impact on biodiversity in all Parish Council decisions, especially when
reviewing planning applications.

¢ Promote biodiversity initiatives and information through the Parish Council website.

e Requestthatroad verges (22.9km of U roads), except for safety cuts for visibility
reasons, are mown once a year (in late summer) to enhance the species richness of
these grassland verges.

e Encourage the cutting of hedges only outside the bird nesting season (March — August).

¢ Encourage the inclusion of biodiversity considerations in the Aymestrey Neighbourhood
Development Plan in its 2025/26 update.

e Actively support the Commons Association.

For more information, please contact the Parish Clerk at clerk@aymestrey.org
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