
 

 

Aymestrey Parish Council 
 

Minutes of scheduled meeting on Wednesday 28 July 2021 at 7.30pm in Aymestrey Parish Hall  
 

Present   Councillors David Duggan, Ian Goddard (Chairman), Helen Hamilton, Dan Hurcomb,  

  John Probert, Mike Snoswell and Eleanor Waldron.  

 

In attendance  4 members of public, Ward Councillor Carole Gandy, The Footpaths Officer   

  and Maggie Brown (Clerk). 

1. Apologies were received from Cllr Domenica Dunne. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest. Cllr Hurcomb declared an interest in item 5.2.   No written Dispensation requests 
received.  
 

3. Open Discussion  
3.1. Ward Cllr Carole Gandy’s report was circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting. It is available on 

www.aymestrey.org under Parish Council / Documents / County Councillor Reports. 
3.2. Residents raised the following. 

3.2.1. Two residents have sown wildflower seed in verges, the process will be repeated next year. 
Poppies have been seen in bloom. Seed can be provided to other residents. Noted: This was 
funded by the residents, to whom thanks were recorded from the Parish Council. 

3.2.2. The lawful usage of a track to Ballsgate Common was queried and assistance requested in 
ascertaining who may use it for access and/or other purposes. The resident reported a decline in 
flora and fauna related to the loss of a wildlife corridor after trees were felled. The owner of the 
track is not known.  The resident asked if the Commons Association might survey Ballsgate 
Common and record its flora and fauna.   

3.3. Update on parish matters from Chairman. 
3.3.1. Speed Indicator Device. Due to be deployed Yatton Court next Wednesday. 
3.3.2. Potholes.  Larger ones in Lower Yatton lane have been repaired. 
3.3.3. Fete.  An important Aymestrey event. Congratulations and thanks to all organisers & supporters.  
3.3.4. Commons.  List of current addresses of commoners being drawn up. Relatively easy where land 

to which the rights attach has been sold and is registered; less so where land is not registered. 
3.3.5. Drainage plan.  Further to meeting with Cllr John Harrington – no commitment to resurface roads 

received.  Herefordshire Council is encouraging riparian owners to take responsibility for their 
ditches.  

3.3.6. Phone box in Aymestrey.  Project plan completed.  Risk assessment in hand.  Aim to concrete 
new base this week and, and move the box the following week.  It will be repaired and painted 
after that. 

3.3.7. Mortimer’s cross approval P210615/F.  The condition which the Parish Council urged in its 
submission has been adopted – the building is only to be used for agricultural storage as detailed 
in application, not for livestock or manure. Reason – to avoid intensification without Habitats 
Regulation Assessment (HRA).   A further condition relates to water discharge from the site. 
 
Reports from Councillors.  Cllr Hamilton commented on Herefordshire Council’s increased 
housing land supply. The Aymestrey Neighbourhood Development Plan does carry more weight 
as a result of the increase, but unless applicants can demonstrate to Herefordshire Council and 
Natural England that a development will have no adverse impacts on the River Lugg permission 
cannot be given.    
 
Noted: The Clerk has booked a place for Cllr Hamilton to join a NALC online event including an 
expert panel, Making Rural Housing More Affordable, on 17 November 2021.      
 

4. Minutes RESOLVED that minutes of the scheduled meeting held 23 June 2021 be signed as a true record. 
 

5. Financial Matters 
5.1. Quarter end report from Responsible Financial Officer was noted. Explanation that as VAT claim is from 

2020-2021, it is added to General Reserves rather than this year’s precept against which expenditure is 

monitored. No further queries were raised.  

5.2. Request from the Parish Hall for donation to the 2021 Fete.  RESOLVED to donate £300 to Village Hall 

funds in consideration of the fete held on 17 July 2021.  Noted: This is in line with the budget. 

http://www.aymestrey.org/


 

 

5.3. Reimbursement of expenses incurred by editors of Aymestrey Matters. RESOLVED To reimburse up to 

£40 per annum. Receipts to be submitted to the Clerk. 

5.4. Honorarium payment to the Footpaths Officer for 2021/22. RESOLVED to pay a £360 honorarium. 

5.5. Noted: payments/receipts between meetings:  Direct Debits 21/6/21 and 20/7/21 both £20.40, inc. VAT, 

PlusNet for broadband. 7/7/21 £256.60 One Stop Print Shop for printing Aymestrey Matters. 6/7/21 

£571.59 VAT reclaim received. Agreed: Clerk to find out whether a credit is due from PlusNet after a 

period with no access to Wi-Fi at the Parish Hall. 

 

5.6. Balances and payments: Lloyds Bank Balance at 21 July £18,790.90.  

Noted: Ringfenced funds: Traffic Calming Schemes £2,795.98; Parish Initiatives £936.00; Election 

Fund £910.78; IT replacement £100.00; Reserve Fund £5,000.00; General Revenue Reserve 

£4,990.89.  Total ringfenced: £14,733.65.    Un-ringfenced funds available: £4,057.25  

RESOLVED to approve payments as follows:  Figures include VAT if applicable.    

Footpaths Officer, Mr D Dunn, honorarium 2021/22   £360.00  

Footpaths Officer, Mr D Dunn, Expenses# £70.00 

D B Williams, Lengthsman. Inv. SI-261**   £510.00  

Clerk Payroll Month 3 and 4  £479.56  

HMRC PAYE Months 3 and 4  £120.00  

Clerk's Expenses*  £134.99  

Total Payments  £1,674.55  

Un-ringfenced balance after July Payments:  £2,382.70  

# £40 for fuel and £30 for chain saw bar. 

*£107.99 aymestrey.org renewal & £27 mileage 

** £300 collect, transport & level soil on roadside Ballsgate Lane & £210 verge cutting. £85 VAT to be 

reclaimed. 

 

6.    Consultations from Herefordshire Council. 
6.1. Strategic Housing Provision in the Parish. Reported Herefordshire Council is making a call for sites in 

relation to the new Core Strategy. Noted: Strategic sites are unlikely to be applicable in a rural location 
such as Aymestrey.  RESOLVED to add link on www.aymestrey.org to information on Herefordshire 
Council’s website.  

6.2. Bus Service Improvement Plan Survey. Noted: not suitable for Parish Council response. 
RESOLVED to inform residents about this survey via the website. 
 

7. Good Neighbour Scheme:  Cllr Waldron reported one phone call received in the last month.   Pay as you 
Go phone provider is moving from EE to Vodaphone which will not work in the area. Best alternative is £10 
for 120 days, to be renewed 3 or 4 times a year. Agreed: Cllr Waldron to make necessary arrangements 
and submit expense claim for the cost. 
 

8. Maintenance of U Road verges in the Parish. Reported: long stretches of verge cut on both sides 
preventing wildflowers from dropping seed, contrary to decision taken earlier this year. Verge cutting in 
August would be acceptable. The importance of wildlife corridors was noted and data from Neighbourhood 
Development Plan questionnaire indicating 87% placed value on the environment. 
Also reported: cyclists and pedestrians have difficulty passing agricultural vehicles in the lanes.   
Noted: Under Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 s.40, Parish Councils have a duty to 
conserve bio-diversity when making decisions.  
After a full debate it was RESOLVED to re-affirm the Parish Council’s policy that all verges on U roads be 
cut once a year, in late summer, with the exclusion of specific sites requiring safety cuts, to be identified by 
the Locality Steward with a representative of the Parish Council. 
 

9. Obstruction to pavement in Aymestrey. RESOLVED to write to householders to request hedges/shrubs 
be cut back for safety reasons.   Clerk to draft letter, Cllr Goddard will visit residents, and leave a letter if no-
one is available.  Reported: weeds by bridge at The Riverside have been cleared by Cllr Hurcomb for a 
number of years.  He agreed to report the problem to Balfour Beatty. 
 

10. Memorial Benches RESOLVED to set an upper limit of £1,700 net of VAT for purchase of 2 x 5ft Classic 1 
benches in oak. benches.  A Pro Forma invoice will be requested, to be paid upon receipt.   

 
 
 

http://www.aymestrey.org/
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11. Footpaths 
11.1. The Footpaths Officer reported: AY1 & AY1A are now clear.  Work continues on the Mortimer Trail 

between Ballsgate and Covenhope. It should be completed next week, after which work will begin on 

Leinthall Common AY15, AY18 and AY17. No reports received of damage or excessive vegetation 

growth. However, a complaint was received about nettles on a track on Yatton Common. Despite it not 

being a Public Right of Way, the FO offered to strim the section. A new bar has been purchased for the 

chainsaw, and fuel for strimmer and saws.  

11.2. No works reported to be undertaken by the Footpaths Officer. 

 

12. Lengthsman  
12.1. Works completed – collecting, transporting and levelling soil to improve safety of verge opposite 

Garden House, Ballsgate Lane; cutting of verges in Upper and Lower Lye, and Covenhope; investigating 

blocked pipe in Leinthall Earls causing water to run down road.  Noted: The pipe requires jetting and has 

been reported to Balfour Beatty by the Clerk.   

12.2. Works to be undertaken by the Lengthsman.  Agreed: Cllr Probert will ask the Lengthsman to open a 

culvert on the Covenhope Road to improve drainage. 

 
13. Contents of Information Sheet were noted.   

 
14. Confirmed. Date of the next scheduled meeting, Wednesday 22 September 2021.  

 
Meeting closed at 21:28 
 
 
 
Original signed and on file. 
 
 
Signed …………………………………….                   DATE   22 September 2021 
Cllr Ian Goddard.   Chairman, Aymestrey Parish Council.  
 


