
 

 

Aymestrey Parish Council 
 

Minutes of scheduled meeting Wednesday 28 April 2021 via Zoom 

Present 
Councillors, David Duggan, Ian Goddard (Chairman), Helen Hamilton, John Probert, Mike Snoswell, Eleanor 
Waldron and after co-option at item 4, Dan Hurcomb.   
 
In attendance 
The Footpaths Officer, Ward Cllr Carole Gandy, members of public - initially 1, then 4, Maggie Brown (Clerk). 
 
1. Apologies for absence. All councillors were present. The Chairman reported he had reluctantly accepted Cllr 

Ian Banks’ resignation from the Parish Council. The Council recorded thanks to him for his services to the 
Parish and the community and noted with gratitude his offer to continue supporting the Council.   
    

2. Declarations of Interest and written Dispensation requests. No declarations of interest or requests for 
dispensations received. 

 
3. RESOLVED, with one abstention, to amend Standing Order 3s to add “This Council has resolved that as an 

alternative to voting by a show of hands, voting may take place by paper ballot or appropriate alternative 
means, for actions such as the co-option of a councillor.” 
 

4. Co-option.  
Following receipt of an application it was RESOLVED that Dan Hurcomb be co-opted to the Parish Council.  
Having shown his signed declaration of acceptance of office on camera, he was welcomed to the Parish 
Council and joined the meeting.  The Clerk will countersign the declaration at the first available opportunity.  

5. Open Discussion 
5.1. Ward Cllr Carole Gandy’s report was circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting. She confirmed that Mark 

Tansley (Herefordshire Planning Officer) will visit Smokey Quarry; there are now only 3 planning 
enforcement officers in the county. 

5.2. One resident spoke about item 15.  See below.  
5.3. The Chairman reported 

5.3.1. Cllrs Goddard & Gandy met with Cllr Harrington, portfolio holder for Infrastructure and Transport, 
to discuss drainage of roads from Aymestrey Mill to Upper & Lower Lye. If APC resolves drainage 
issues with riparian owners, would BBLP commit to resurface the road? No commitment was made, 
further talks are planned. Speed reduction also discussed.  Meeting to be set up with Bruce Evans 
Engineering Manager, and Simon Hobbs Senior Accident Investigation Engineer. It may be possible 
to remove the white line on the A4110 through Aymestrey Village at a lower cost than previously 
thought.   

5.3.2. Two complaints received – fly tipping of garden waste on Yatton Marsh Common, removal of tree 
below Yatton Hill Common.  The tree was on private land, had no preservation order and is not in a 
conservation area. 

5.3.3.  Tree wardens have identified at least two Black Poplars in Aymestrey Parish and are trying for 
grants to plant more (male and female). 

5.4. Reports from Councillors.  Cllr Duggan reported: Road between Smokey Cottage and Haven Farm has 
given way. Pothole 6-8” deep. In places the ditch is higher than the road surface and water is flowing 
down the road.  Clerk to report to BBLP.   
 

6. Minutes RESOLVED that Minutes of the scheduled meeting 24 March 2021, be signed as a true record at the 
next available opportunity, the meeting having taken place remotely.  
 

7. Financial Matters 
7.1. Noted: Year End report from the Responsible Financial Officer. No queries were raised. 



 

 

7.2. Noted: Report from the Finance Working Group. The yearend bank reconciliation was verified by Cllr 
Snoswell; the Risk Management & Online Banking Policies considered prior to adoption in May, and the 
Annual Return (AGAR) discussed, in particular the Governance Statement – see 7.4. 

7.3. Noted: Internal Auditor’s Report for year ending 2021 received. It included praise for the new website 
and thanks are recorded to the webmasters, Cllr Snoswell and former Cllr Banks. 

7.4. RESOLVED to approve Annual Governance Statement, section 1 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return (AGAR). 

7.5. RESOLVED to approve Accounting Statement, section 2 of the AGAR. 
7.6. RESOLVED to agree dates for the exercise of public rights, 14/6/2021 to 23/7/2021. 
7.7. RESOLVED the Chairman and Clerk to sign and authorise return of Certification of Exemption from 

External Audit (for councils with gross income or expenditure not exceeding £25,000) 
7.8. Agreed: the AGAR forms will be signed by the Chairman at a later date. 
7.9. Noted: payments between meetings:  Direct Debit 22/03/21 £20.40, inc. VAT, PlusNet for broadband.   

 
7.10. RESOLVED to note balances and approve payments. 

 
Lloyds Bank Balance at 21 April 2021  £14,558.94  
 
Ringfenced funds: For Traffic Calming Schemes £2,795.98; Parish Initiatives £936.00; Election Fund 
£910.78; IT replacement £100.00; Reserve Fund £5,000.00; General Revenue Reserve £4,419.30  
TOTAL ringfenced £14,162.06  
Un-ringfenced funds available: (Precept not yet received). £396.88  
 
Payments for approved. Figures include VAT if applicable.    
SDH Accounting - Internal Audit 2020-2021 inc. postage £140.65  
Footpaths Officer Expenses - reimbursement for fuel & chainsaw sharpening £25.72  
Total Payments £166.37  
Un-ringfenced balance after April Payments: £230.51 
 

8. Herefordshire Minerals and Waste Plan  A draft response to the consultation, prepared by Cllr Hamilton, was 
discussed. The principal objections are the unqualified presumption in favour of permitting extension of the 
Leinthall Earls quarry and the unconditional support for various waste developments, livestock units and 
anaerobic digesters, all of which pose significant risks to the environment. RESOLVED (with 2 abstentions) 
that Aymestrey Parish Council objects to the Plan in its current form and will submit response as discussed, 
subject to any amendments following comments from Councillors.  Comments to be sent to Cllr Hamilton. 
Deadline 5 May.  The response will be attached to these Minutes. 
 

9. Parish Plan  Whether to update the Plan prior to its 10th anniversary in 2022.  RESOLVED Cllr Hurcomb will 
review progress of Parish Council actions and report back. No time limit set.  
 

10. Aymestrey Good Neighbour Scheme   Reported: no calls since last month. Agreed to re-advertise, stressing 
the scheme is available as required, not just for COVID-19 related support. 
 

11. Phone Box at Leinthall Earls.  Noted: Gatley Park’s offer to adopt the phone box.  Use of the box to be 
determined after public consultation. Insurance implications to be checked. RESOLVED Chair and Clerk to 
respond on behalf of the Parish Council.  
 

12. Phone Box at Mortimers Cross. British Telecom consultation on the future of the phone box.  RESOLVED 
APC requests that the public phone is retained. Mortimers Cross is an accident blackspot and mobile 
reception is poor. 
 

13. Memorial Benches Quotes from a local supplier are significantly higher than others received. Agreed: 
benches to be purchased from alternative source.   Action - Clerk, advised by Cllrs Duggan and Goddard. 
 
 



 

 

14. Consultation on Remote Meetings 
14.1. Whether to respond as a Parish Council or as individuals. As the Chairman is strongly against virtual 

meetings, he reported his views, and handed the meeting to the Vice Chairman. After a discussion, it was 

RESOLVED that the Council would prefer to retain the option to meet virtually until recommendations for 

social distancing under COVID-19 are removed. The Clerk will respond on APC’s behalf.  

14.2. Benefits/disadvantages were discussed, to inform response to be made online.  
 
The Chairman resumed control of the meeting. 
 

15. Common Land in Aymestrey Parish. Reported: Commons Working Group (CWG) met with one of the 
landowners of three commons in the Parish (Yatton Hill, Yatton Marsh and Ballsgate). There is broad 
agreement on the way forward; restoring commons to benefit flora fauna and residents.   The landowner, 
present at this meeting, stressed the importance of farmers, as grazing is key to restoration.  A 2006 
Management Plan for Yatton Hill can be used as a backbone for current plans. Difficulties from previous 
experience were noted. The involvement of those with Commoners’ Rights is paramount.  The landowner 
agreed to join CWG Next steps:  Contacts at Upper Yatton Farm and Gatley Park to be formalised. CWG to 
write to Commoners explaining proposal to form Commons Association. Advice to be sought from 
Herefordshire Wildlife Trust and Ewyas Harold Common Trust.  
 

16. Highways   Lye Road – any further action required.  See 5.3.1 
 

17. Footpaths 
17.1. A report from the Footpaths Officer (FO) can be seen on the Parish Council’s website.   
17.2. Works to be undertaken by the Footpaths Officer. Requests: 

17.2.1. More dog passes. These are installed wherever possible, particularly when stiles are replaced.   
17.2.2. That dogs be kept under control/on leads.  The FO will ask Herefordshire Council for more notices 

 which can be put up on public rights of way.  
17.2.3. Bins for dog faeces and notices for car parks to be discussed at a future meeting.    

 
18. Lengthsman 

Works to be undertaken by the Lengthsman. Up Lye Road, on bend in front of Garden House, road on 
millstream side falling into stream. Verge to be cut back to widen the road opposite the subsidence. 
 

19. The contents of Information Sheet were noted.  
 

20. Noted: date of the next meetings  
Annual Meeting of the Parish (for the electorate) Wednesday 5 May 2021 at 7.30pm via Zoom. 
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 7.00pm Wednesday 26 May in Aymestrey Parish Hall.  Scheduled 
meeting of the Parish Council starting approx. 7.30pm, immediately after the Annual Meeting. 
 

21. A resolution was passed to exclude the press and public from the following confidential item. 
RESOLVED: The Parish Council consents to the Clerk undertaking additional paid employment. (Contract of 
employment, clause 9). 

 
Meeting closed at 21.40 

 
 
 

Signed …………Ian Goddard………………………….                  DATE   26 May 2021 
Cllr Ian Goddard.   Chairman, Aymestrey Parish Council.  
Original signed and on file. 

https://consult.communities.gov.uk/local-government-stewardship/local-authority-remote-meetings-call-for-evidence/consultation/subpage.2021-03-25.1317771500/

