
 

 

Aymestrey Parish Council 
 

Minutes of scheduled meeting Wednesday 24 February 2021 via Zoom 

Present 

Councillors Ian Banks, David Duggan, Ian Goddard (Chairman), Helen Hamilton, John Probert, Mike Snoswell, 
and Eleanor Waldron.   
 
In attendance 
The Footpaths Officer, Ward Cllr Carole Gandy, 6 members of public, Maggie Brown (Clerk). 
 
1. Apologies for absence. All councillors were present.  

2. Declarations of Interest Dispensation requests 

2.1. No declarations of interest received. 

2.2. No requests for dispensations. 
 

3. Open Discussion 

3.1. Ward Cllr Carole Gandy’s report was circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting. It is available on the 
Parish Council website. In addition, Cllr Gandy advised she is waiting for Balfour Beatty (BBLP) to 
consult with Ward Councillors on its Annual Maintenance Plan.  

3.2. Views of local residents on parish matters: 
3.2.1. Re Item 7. History of flooding at The Riverside and Aymestrey Mill explained, said to be due to 

lack of maintenance on The River Lugg and associated mill streams. Environmental Agency has 
been contacted. Could further support be offered as in Walford and Leintwardine? Resident 
invited to give details to Cllr Gandy after the meeting. 

3.2.2. Re Item 11. A number of residents are concerned by activity on Yatton Marsh Common including 
clear felling of trees, use of heavy machinery, brush piled and burnt, herbicide sprays used, pools 
drained, moles trapped, vegetation strimmed and weeds dug out.  To whom should complaints be 
addressed? Noted: Natural England is the body to which concerns should be addressed. 

3.2.3. Re Item 11. Is Yatton Marsh Common the responsibility of Herefordshire Council as it appears to 
have no other owner? 

3.2.4. The Title for Yatton Marsh Common has not been proved at the Land Registry. 
3.3. Update on parish matters from Chairman.  

3.3.1. Trees at Ballsgate Common have been removed for safety reasons. The Forestry Commission is 
aware. 

3.3.2. Whether planning permission is required for an ‘Animal Park’ near Yatton is being checked by the 
owner. 

3.4. Reports from Councillors.   

3.4.1. Cllr Hamilton: Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDP) may be deemed to be of date after two 
years if Herefordshire Council does not deliver a 5 Year Housing Land Supply. It has 4.05 years 
at the moment.  It would be advisable to bring the NDP up to date and have it re-adopted. Clerk to 
add to March Agenda.  
 

4. Minutes RESOLVED that minutes of the scheduled meeting 27 January 2021, be signed as a true record 

at the next available opportunity, the meeting having taken place remotely.   
 

5. Planning: 5.1 and 5.2 considered together 

5.1. P210089/F - Planning Permission 

Aymestrey, Mortimer, Mortimers Cross Farm Mortimers Cross Leominster Herefordshire HR6 9PD, 
Mortimers Cross Farm Mortimers Cross Leominster Herefordshire HR6 9PD. Proposed agricultural 
building - cover to existing stock handling area. Deadline 4 March 2021 
 

5.2. P210223/F - Planning Permission 
Aymestrey, Mortimer, Mortimers Cross Farm Mortimers Cross Leominster Herefordshire HR6 9PD, 
Mortimers Cross Farm Mortimers Cross Leominster Herefordshire HR6 9PD, Proposed Agricultural 
Building - Proposed Manure Store. Deadline 11 March 2021 
 

Items 5.1 and 5.2 were considered together the following being submitted for both Planning 
Applications 210089 and 210223.  
 

RESOLVED  
The Parish Council has no objection to the planning application provided the following matters are 
addressed: 
 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200142/planning_services/planning_application_search/details?id=210089&search-service=parish&search-source=Parish&search-item=Aymestrey&search-term=E04000692
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200142/planning_services/planning_application_search/details?id=210223&search-service=parish&search-source=Parish&search-item=Aymestrey&search-term=E04000692


 

 

As the River Lugg forms part of the River Wye SAC catchment, a Habitats Regulation Assessment 
should be provided. To comply with NDP Policy AYEnv2, the Assessment should include information or 
evidence to demonstrate that there is no adverse impact on the water quality of the River Lugg SSSI, 
or the watercourses leading to it. 
 
The Parish Council also requests that a condition is applied that the buildings are used for the purpose 
in the planning application and not used for livestock. The condition is requested to ensure that the 
development does not enable an increase in livestock numbers without appropriate Habitats 
Regulation Assessment having been carried out. 
 

6. Financial Matters 

6.1. Noted: payments between meetings:  Direct Debit 21/01/21 £20.40, inc. VAT, PlusNet for broadband. 
 

6.2. Balances noted and payments approved:  Lloyds Bank Balance at 17 Feb 2021 £16,280.14  

Ringfenced funds: For Traffic Calming Schemes £2,795.98; Parish Initiatives £936.00;  
Election Fund £660.78 Reserve Fund £5,000.00; General Revenue Reserve £1,896.85  
TOTAL ringfenced  £11,289.61  
Un-ringfenced funds available: £4,990.53  
 

Payments for approval. Figures include VAT if applicable.    
Herefordshire Association of Local Councils Subscription 1/4/21-31/3/22 £399.26  
Clerk, Home Working Allowance 2nd 6 months £50.00  
Clerk, Expenses Jan & Feb. 2 x subscription to Zoom - online meetings £14.39  
Total Payments £463.65  
Un-ringfenced balance after February Payments: £4,526.88 
 

7. Trees obstructing the river Lugg. Multiple trees in the river are obstructing flow and trapping debris 

brought downstream. This is altering the course of the river in places. A River Patrol was suggested, which 

could report problems to the Environment Agency. Noted: River Lugg Drainage Board only operates 

downstream from Mortimers Cross.      

Advice from the Environment Agency 

• If the trees are preventing flow, and causing the river to back up and flood, it should be reported to the 

incident hotline. 

• If the trees are in the river, and need removing, but are not causing a major issue, it should be reported 

to enquiries. 

• If it is not clear which criteria applies, send reports to enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk  with 

photographs if possible & details of location. 

• It may be reported by telephone to General Enquiries. 03708 506 506 

• Residents may contact them as individuals, either by phone or email, and the Parish Council may also 

do so. 

• General Enquiries: 03708 506 506; Incident Hotline: 0800 80 70 60 (Freephone, 24-hour service) 

RESOLVED  

a) To apply pressure on the River Lugg Drainage Board, Herefordshire Council and the Environment 

Agency to assist in clearing the river and preventing flooding in Aymestrey. 

b) To consider surveying the River in the parish.  

 

8. Memorial Benches. Styles and suppliers of benches were discussed.  RESOLVED That the purchase of 

two 5’ benches, the same or similar to the designs presented at the meeting, be delegated to the Clerk, 

advised by Cllrs Duggan and Goddard, for a total cost of up to £1,400.00 ex VAT, such cost to include 

engraving and ground fixings.  The Council prefers a Herefordshire supplier, but if that is not appropriate on 

cost or other grounds, the discretion on choice of supplier is general. 
 

9. Aymestrey Good Neighbour Scheme.  

No calls have been received since the January meeting. No funding is required. An advertisement will be 

placed in the next edition of Aymestrey Matters.   

mailto:enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk


 

 

10. Herefordshire Minerals and Waste Policy. Ward Cllr Gandy reported that The Portfolio Holder will decide 

by 5 March whether to approve the draft policy for pre-submission publication. It is assumed the Policy will 

go out for further consultation. Cllr Gandy will check with Cllr John Harrington.   
 

11. Common Land in Aymestrey Parish 

11.1. A report from the Commons Working Group was circulated prior to the meeting. Noted: There is a 

strong movement for preservation of flora and fauna. Without management, these special sites may be 

lost.  The Parish Council may be the catalyst to a variety of possible solutions. A Commons 

Association or Commons Council might be considered. The Parish Council wishes to encourage 

agreement between all parties on a way forward. It will identify owners of the commons, and those 

with commoners rights, and will invite comments after raising issues with them. 

11.2. Following discussion, it was RESOLVED   
a) To endorse the following policy statement in respect of common land within the Parish whilst noting 

comments that “encouraging… opportunities for recreation and education” may need to be re-
considered.  
 

Aymestrey Parish Council will engage with all who have an interest in the common land, the local 
community and interest groups to find common purpose in returning common land to its earlier state and to 
encourage habitat development for native flora and fauna together with opportunities for recreation and 
education. 
 
 (b) To authorise expenditure up to £100 to engage help with mapping and historical information. 

 

12. Highways.   

12.1. Lye Road. Cllr Duggan has reported 66 potholes between Aymestrey Mill and Lower Lye to 

Herefordshire Council. Cllrs Duggan & Goddard inspected the road today, report to be circulated after 

the meeting. Fixing potholes is a temporary solution. The road needs resurfacing once draining issues 

are sorted out. Noted: Forestry Commission could be included in discussions as its vehicles are 

damaging road surfaces.   

RESOLVED    

(a) To accept Cllr Gandy’s offer to arrange a Zoom meeting with Cllr John Harrington to discuss (b). 

(b) To promote agreement of a plan involving Herefordshire Council, Balfour Beatty Living Places, 

Aymestrey Parish Council and landowners in the parish to repair and restore the drainage of the lanes 

from Aymestrey Mill to Lower Lye, Haven Farm, Upper Lye, Lyepole Bridge and Covenhope, repair the 

roads and embankments where necessary and resurface. 

 

12.2. Culvert at Mortimers Cross.  Information is expected from BBLP. Defer to 24 March 2021.  
 

Footpaths 

The Footpaths Officer reported: AY18 has been checked following comments from a resident.  It is clear 

and accessible.  Side post on stile on AY1 has been fixed. Two or three jobs on AY17 to be completed – 

undergrowth to be strimmed, and extra step fitted to new stile as it is rather high. No other works reported to 

be undertaken by the Footpaths Officer.  The Parish Council’s thanks were recorded. 
 

Lengthsman 

12.3. RESOLVED To return Expression of Interest Form to BBLP.  

12.4. RESOLVED To return Schedule of Works for 2021/22 to BBLP, works to be completed on a reactive 

basis. 
12.5. No works have been completed by the Lengthsman this month.  
 
21:19 Cllr John Probert left the meeting. 
 
12.6. Works to be undertaken by the Lengthsman.  

Water running across the top of the brow of a small rise by Ballsgate Cottage & Orchard needs to be 
directed off the road, preventing it from flowing along the road for 100m, and eroding the edge of the 
road surface.  Clerk to contact the Lengthsman.  

 



 

 

Contents of Information Sheet were noted.  
 

Confirmed: date of the next meeting Wednesday 24 March 2021.  
 

 
 
Meeting closed at 21:26 

 

 
 

 

 

Signed ………………… Ian Goddard…………….                 DATE   24 March 2021 

Cllr Ian Goddard.   Chairman, Aymestrey Parish Council.  
 
 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, original copy to be signed as soon as practicable. 


