
 

 

Aymestrey Parish Council 
 

Minutes of Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council  
Wednesday 16 June 2021 at 7.30pm in Aymestrey Parish Hall  

 
Present   Councillors Ian Goddard (Chairman), Helen Hamilton, Dan Hurcomb,   
  Mike Snoswell, and Eleanor Waldron. 
 
Not Present Councillor John Probert. 
 
In attendance  5 members of public; Maggie Brown (Clerk). 

 
1. Apologies were accepted from Cllr David Duggan.   

 

2. Declarations of Interest No Declarations of Interest or written dispensation requests received. 
 

3. Open Discussion Residents present did not comment on the application prior to the Parish 
Council’s debate. Copies of letters of objection had been received and circulated before the 
meeting.     
 

4. Planning Application to be determined by Herefordshire Council. 
P211444/F - Planning Permission Aymestrey, Mortimer, Sally Field Bacon Lane Aymestrey 
Herefordshire HR6 9SX, Proposed new concrete yard, new livestock and general purpose 
agricultural building, rainwater tank and semi-submerged tank. 

 
RESOLVED  

 
Aymestrey Parish Council OBJECTS to planning application P211444/F. 

 

To put the current application in context, in 2008 an application was made for permission to set 

temporary living accommodation on this farm (2008/2745/F).  At that time annual sales of cattle, 

equating to the stock count, were 95 head (see Appraisal of Need, appendix III).  The current 

application references a herd size of up to 600 cattle (see Planning Statement at 1.4).  This 

represents an increase in stock numbers more than 6-fold. 

 

Since 2008, including application 2745/F, there have been four planning applications to extend farm 

buildings and to build a house.  This application is the fifth such and underlines the extensive growth 

of the farm since 2008. 

 

To fully assess the cumulative impacts of this Project, an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

should be requested.  Existing development at the site has not been subject to Environmental 

Impact Assessment under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

Regulations 2017 (EIA Regulations).   

 

The site is within the impact risk zone of the River Lugg SSSI.  Previous development took place 

before the need to control impacts of phosphates on the Lugg in planning decisions was properly 

recognised, and under EIA regulations the Project is required to be screened because the further 

development of the site brings the intensive livestock unit installation well within Schedule 2 

thresholds.  

 

Part 13 (b) of Schedule 2 to the EIA Regulations requires screening for "(b) Any change to or 

extension of development of a description listed in paragraphs 1 to 12 of column 1 of this table, 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200142/planning_services/planning_application_search/details?id=211444&search-service=parish&search-source=Parish&search-item=Aymestrey&search-term=E04000692


 

 

where that development is already authorised, executed or in the process of being executed” where: 

  

"(i) The development as changed or extended may have significant adverse effects on the 

environment; or 

 

(ii) in relation to development of a description mentioned in column 1 of this table, the thresholds 

and criteria in the corresponding part of column 2 of this table applied to the change or extension 

are met or exceeded.” 

 

Intensive Livestock Units of more than 500 m2 fall under part 1 of Schedule 2. 

 

The site is being over-developed. This has happened piecemeal, and could be considered "salami 

slicing".  If the various applications to extend buildings to accommodate the increased activity at 

Sally Field Farm had been made at one time instead of by five applications, the need for 

Environmental Impact Assessment would be unassailable. 

 

Although this proposed development on its own falls below the Natural England consultation 

thresholds, its cumulative impacts with existing development on site, much of which has taken place 

within the past five years, must be considered.  There is no record of any earlier EIA or Habitats 

Regulations Assessment for the farm project as a whole. 

 

A new agricultural livestock and general-purpose building suggests an increase in numbers of stock 

and triggers the need for a Habitats Regulations Assessment. 

 

DEFRA’s ‘Magic Map’ shows that consultation with Natural England is required for the air quality 

impacts of intensive livestock units on the River Lugg (a tributary of the River Wye SAC), for any 

discharge of water or liquid waste and for any large development requiring its own water supply. 

The applicant has not provided any information about the source of water for the livestock and for 

the cleaning of the buildings and yard.  

 

The applicant has not provided any information about how manure generated by the existing and 

proposed development will be managed to ensure that it will not result in any increased phosphate 

loading within the Wye SAC catchment. 

 

Officers are also asked to consider the impact of ammonia on nearby ancient woodland and the 

River Lugg. 

 

Officers are asked to assess the ability of soakaways to accommodate run off.  There is evidence 

that the current system is unable to take the volume of water, and this would be exacerbated by the 

development of a further concrete yard and livestock building. Run off reportedly already causes 

flooding to neighbouring properties, damaging Bacon Lane, and egressing to the A4110 and 

beyond. 

 

The junction at the A4110/Bacon Lane is awkward and dangerous particularly when approached 

from the south, with very limited visibility when exiting on to A4110. There has been an exponential 

increase in heavy traffic on Bacon Lane in order to maintain the development of the enterprise at 

Sally Field Farm.  The 2008 Appraisal of Need suggested a balanced system whereby the farm 

produced the fodder required for the livestock (see Appraisal of Need para 4(b)(iii)).  One 

knowledgeable estimate of current need is 1200 tonnes of fodder to be brought into the farm, all of 



 

 

which his has to come by road.  These numbers emphasise the need for an Environmental Impact 

Assessment to be requested.  An increase in livestock numbers and/or storage is likely further to 

increase traffic flows.  Vehicles have increased in volume and weight, and Bacon Lane, a narrow 

single-track highway, is already in poor condition. 

 

Officers are asked to take amenity impacts, and safety of neighbours and users of Bacon Lane into 

account. 

 

The objections made are in keeping with Extract from Aymestrey Neighbourhood Development Plan 

 

Policy AYEnv2 – Biodiversity and Geodiversity 

 

Development proposals should maintain and reinforce the ecological network of the Parish and 

enhance biodiversity where relevant through: 

 

a) Protecting and, where possible enhancing the ecological status of the River Lugg SSSI and 
its catchment including considering the cumulative effects of development upon its conservation 
status, habitats and water quality. 
b) Maintaining and, where possible enhancing, the conservation status of Rockhall Quarry SSSI. 

  
In summary, Aymestrey Parish Council objects to the application in order to ensure that necessary 
information is provided and the required environmental assessments appropriate to the farming 
operation and its location are obtained before any further development at Sally Field farm is 
permitted; and that any subsequent or further application is allowed only if it is made subject to the 
recommendations of such assessments.   

 
 

5. Noted: date of next scheduled meeting: Wednesday 23 June, 7.30pm 
 
Meeting closed 20:44 
 
 
Original copy signed and on file. 
 
 
Signed …………………………………….                  DATE   23 June 2021 
Cllr Ian Goddard.   Chairman, Aymestrey Parish Council.  
  
 
 

         


