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Aymestrey Parish Council 
 

Minutes of Scheduled meeting of the Parish Council on 
Wednesday 28 November 2018 at 7.30pm in Aymestrey Parish Hall  

 
 
Present:  Cllrs Ian Banks; Ian Goddard (Chairman); Annaly Goodwin; Ken Holland;  
  John Probert; Eleanor Waldron.   
 
In attendance: 2 members of the public; Maggie Brown (Clerk).  

 
1. Apologies: Apologies were received from Cllr Helen Hamilton, Cllr Wendy Bowen and Ward 

Councillor Carole Gandy.  
 

2. Declarations of Interest: The following interests were declared: 
2.1. Cllr Ken Holland in items 14.1, 14.2, & 14.3 as Trustee of Aymestrey Parish Hall. 

Cllr John Probert in items 14.1, 14.2, & 14.3 as relative of applicant;  
Cllr Annaly Goodwin in 14.4 as neighbour to application site. 

2.2. No requests for dispensations were received. 
 

3. Open Discussion:  
3.1. Ward Cllr Carole Gandy’s report had been circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting. 
3.2. To hear views of local residents on parish matters.  No comments were received from 

members of the public. 
3.3. Update on parish matters from Chairman. 

➢ The Chairman had attended a meeting with Balfour Beatty, Herefordshire Council, and 
Ward Cllr Carole Gandy to discuss traffic calming.   

➢ He had been unable to secure a reduced quotation for installation of village gates. 
➢ He was pleased to be part of the service on Armistice Day; the dedication of 

commemorative mirror and re-dedication of the Lych Gate, all of which were a fitting 
tribute. 

➢ He had attended Wigmore School Celebration Evening on 8 November 2018, where he 
met student who received the Geography Prize awarded by Aymestrey Parish Council. 
 

4. Minutes: It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Scheduled Meeting of the Parish Council    
24 October 2018 be signed as a true record. 
 

5. General Data Protection Regulations:  The following were adopted; it was agreed that 5.2 & 5.3 
be completed and returned to the clerk in January 2019. 
5.1. Aymestrey Parish Council (APC) Personal Data Management & Audit Policy 
5.2. APC Councillor Privacy Notice   (for administrative purposes only) 
5.3. APC Audit of Data Held by Councillors (for administrative purposes only) 

 
6. Consultations:  

 
6.1. Travellers’ Sites Development Plan Document – Additional Sites Consultation. It was 

RESOLVED to respond as follows: 

“Aymestrey Parish Council wishes to point out that neither the traveller site at Shobdon Rock, nor 
a single caravan pitch behind Mortimers Cross Pub which was listed in Herefordshire Council’s 
Gypsy and Travellers’ Accommodation Assessment, have been included in the Development Plan 
Document.” 
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6.2. Review of England's National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  
 

It was RESOLVED after a lengthy debate that Cllr Ian Goddard will draft a response from the 
Parish Council encompassing the various views expressed.  The draft will be circulated before 
submission.  

 
 
7. Correspondence:  It was resolved to send the following response to an email from Herefordshire 

Council about the futures of Museums, Libraries and Archives 

“The Parish Council considers this decision to be of great importance, and hopes it will be 
consulted further before major community assets are handed over to private companies.” 

 
8. Good Neighbour Scheme: 

8.1. It was unanimously RESOLVED to set up a Good Neighbour Scheme in Aymestrey parish, 
with Cllr Eleanor Waldron as co-ordinator.  

8.2. It was RESOLVED that the Parish Initiatives fund (balance at 31 Oct 18 £936.00) may be 
used for costs prior to financial year-end. 

8.3. It was RESOLVED to include a sum of £250.00 for running costs in the 2019/20 budget. 
 

9. Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP):  It was reported that the Examiner made a site visit 
in mid-November and it is hoped the examination may be concluded by mid-December.    
It was RESOLVED to request an extension for the NDP grant; the balance of which is due to be 
returned by 31 January 2019.  
It was RESOLVED to ask Data Orchard to retain NDP questionnaires until after the Referendum, 
after which they may be shredded. 
 

10. WW1 Project: The service on Armistice Day was well attended; thanks were noted for the superb 
trumpet rendition of The Last Post, the only time in the last four years that this had been 
achieved.  Children from the parish planted a Blue Spruce on the roadside by the Parish Hall.  A 
Christmas Tree had been chosen for its appropriate size, approx. 14’, and its connection with the 
cessation of fighting in the trenches on Christmas Day. It was RESOLVED that the street poppies 
be distributed; 2 to each household in the parish with a connection to a WW1 soldier and the 
remainder split between the Church and the Parish Hall. 
Thanks from the Parish Council were recorded to Cllr Ken Holland and all the members of the 
WW1 Group. 
 

11. Aymestrey Phone Box:  There was nothing new to report. 
 

12. Tree Wardens: Tree Wardens have access to various courses and talks on the subject.  The 
Herefordshire Tree Warden Network is run on a voluntary basis with no support from 
Herefordshire Council.  It is connected with the National Tree Wardens Scheme.  North 
Herefordshire group meets once a month.  Recent discussions have included the planting of 
commemorative orchards, Verdun Oaks, Ash dieback, and a project on rare Black Poplars, of 
which there are 4 in Aymestrey Parish.   
 

13. Highways 
13.1. The Chairman gave an update on the Traffic Calming scheme (see also 3.3).  Sufficient 

funding is not available to remove the central white line and cats’ eyes.  Quotation for white-
lining edges of the A4110 through Aymestrey Village had been received.  If quotations are 
accepted, there will be a balance of £3,010.03 in the Traffic Calming Fund.  It is hoped this 
will be sufficient to fund the ‘build out’ raised kerbing at the Church Lych Gate.  It was noted 
that these works may have to wait until VAT paid to Balfour Beatty has been reclaimed.
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13.2. It was RESOLVED to accept quotations from Balfour Beatty as follows: 
£2,092.38 net; white-lining edges of the A4110 through Aymestrey Village; 4 in favour, 2 
abstentions.    
£3,962.39 net; installation of traffic calming gates; all in favour. 

13.3. The speed of lorries approaching/over-shooting the cross roads at Mortimer’s Cross was 
discussed.  It was RESOLVED to inform the Police of this problem.  Two offers of locations 
for cameras to record offenders were received.  

13.4. A report from the Footpaths Officer will be available in January 2019. 
13.5. No works to be undertaken by the Lengthsman were reported.  Balfour Beatty may have 

carried out works to increase the size of the drain at The Corner House.  An Annual Plan for 
the Lengthsman was discussed, two Ordnance Survey maps have been purchased (see item 
15.4) for this purpose.  The high cost of replacing grit bins from Balfour Beatty was noted.  It 
was RESOLVED that the clerk seek clarification on the status of existing grit bins. 
 
 

14. Planning Applications 
 
Items 14.1 to 14.3 were considered together.  Cllrs Ken Holland and John Probert did not vote on 
these items in accordance with their declaration of interest. 

   
14.1. P182069/F - Planning Permission Land Adjacent to the Village Hall - Plot 6 Aymestrey 

Leominster Herefordshire , Self-build retirement dormer bungalow with garage. Additional 
documents. 
 

14.2. P182071/F - Planning Permission Land Adjacent to the Village Hall - Plot 7 Aymestrey 
Leominster Herefordshire , Self-build 2 bedroom bungalow and garage. Additional 
documents. 
 

14.3. P182072/F - Planning Permission Land Adjacent to the Village Hall - Plot 1a Aymestrey 
Leominster Herefordshire , Self-build 2 bedroom bungalow and garage. Additional 
documents. 
 
Additional documents were discussed and it was RESOLVED to object to all three 
applications as follows: 
 

“Further to its letters of objection dated 4 July 2018 and 27 September 2018, The Parish Council has 

debated the R Foul Drainage Report 7.11.18 and AMENDED Heritage Impact Assessment 7.11.18 

on the applications listed above.  The Parish Council strongly objects for the following reasons. 

The Parish Council asks that its Neighbourhood Development Plan, which is at examination stage, be 

taken into account.  The NDP does not include this site for housing.   

The Drainage Report states that the package treatment plants are “all within each properties 

curtilage”.  The plan in Appendix A, drawing 1503/1 does not appear to support this.  The treatment 

plants are each shown as not only outside the curtilage of the individual properties, but beyond the 

boundary line of the application site shown by the red line.  Our submission is that this change 

requires the site boundary to be redrawn to include all of the proposed operational development and 

reconsideration of the application with the enlarged site.  It is difficult to tell from a screen version of 

the plan, but we question whether the PTPs are 15m from the dwellings. 

There appears to be no control of the run off from the treatment plants, and the Parish Council asks 

that its extreme concern about the cumulative effect of a further 3 treatment plants, making a 

potential total of 8 on a site which is in the River Lugg SSSI impact risk zone, be taken into account. 

The risk of harm to the ecological and chemical quality of the SSSI is greatly increased. 

 

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200142/planning_services/planning_application_search/details?id=182069&search-service=parish&search-source=Parish&search-item=Aymestrey&search-term=E04000692
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200142/planning_services/planning_application_search/details?id=182071&search-service=parish&search-source=Parish&search-item=Aymestrey&search-term=E04000692
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200142/planning_services/planning_application_search/details?id=182072&search-service=parish&search-source=Parish&search-item=Aymestrey&search-term=E04000692
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14.4. Planning Application P174073/O  Land to the rear of Mortimer’s Cross Inn, Site for 
proposed residential development with new vehicular access.  Additional documents. 
 
Cllrs Annaly Goodwin did not vote on this item in accordance with her declaration of interest. 
 
It was RESOLVED to object to the application as follows: 

 
“Further to its letters of objection dated 13 December 2017 and 9 April 2018, The Parish Council has 

debated the additional document Revision B – Plan.   

The Parish Council strongly objects for the following reasons.  

The Parish Council asks that its Neighbourhood Development Plan, which is at examination stage, be 

taken into account.  The site falls outside the Mortimer’s Cross settlement boundary set in the NDP.   

Access has been moved closer to the dangerous junction at Mortimer’s Cross.   

The visibility splay cannot be guaranteed as it is understood that land to the west is in different 

ownership. 

The area described in drawing number 71020:1001 Revision B as “Vehicle and Pedestrian right of 

access to bus stop, post box and pavements” is 4.75m wide and 16m long.  It is only wide enough for 

a single vehicle.  Concerns were raised about its close proximity to highly flammable LPG and oil 

storage tanks, and its suitability as access for delivery vehicles to the site. 

 

The Planning Inspectorate in dismissing an appeal against refusal of an application for five chalets on 

this site in 2009 (Appeal ref. 2090189) said the following of this access, which was then proposed 

only for use in emergencies: 

“During my visit I noted that vehicles travelling in an west to east direction along the B4362 towards 

the junction with the A4110 and past the proposed access were travelling at speeds that would prove 

hazardous to vehicles using this access.  This would be exacerbated by the reduced visibility for 

vehicles leaving the proposed site.  In addition, the Council’s Area Engineer points out that the 

junction of the A4110 and B4362 has a significant accident history.”   

This junction is even busier and remains an accident blackspot.” 

“The Parish Council understands that the applicant does not own the area used for storage of LPG 

and oil tanks, and this area is not within the applicant’s control.   The storage tanks  are located in the 

thin rectangle; north of the “Vehicle and Pedestrian right of access to bus stop, post box and 

pavements”. 

14.5. An update had been received on  22 November 2018 on planning application  P180509/F - 
Planning Permission Land at the rear of The Barns, The Farm Aymestrey Leominster 
Herefordshire HR6 9ST, Proposed 5 no. dwellings with garages and parking. , Valid    The 
Planning Officer (Mr Andrew Banks) is still waiting for a response from the highways 
department.   

https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200142/planning_services/planning_application_search/details?id=174073&search=174073
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200142/planning_services/planning_application_search/details?id=180509&search-service=parish&search-source=Parish&search-item=Aymestrey&search-term=E04000692
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/info/200142/planning_services/planning_application_search/details?id=180509&search-service=parish&search-source=Parish&search-item=Aymestrey&search-term=E04000692
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15. Financial Matters 

 

15.1. The budget for Financial Year 2019/2020 was agreed and set at £10,828.65.   
15.2. It was RESOLVED to set the precept figure at £10,828.00  The return of the precept request 

form to Herefordshire Council was authorised. 
15.3. Verification of bank reconciliations for Quarters 1 & 2 were noted. 
15.4. Account balances and cheque signed between meetings were noted. 

 
It was RESOLVED that payments be made as follows:  
 
FINANCES

Balance at 31 October 2018:

Natwest Bank                                                   21,551.06

TOTAL ABOVE INCLUDES RINGFENCED FUNDS :

For Traffic Calming Schemes 9,064.80      

For Neighbourhood Development Plan 2,010.00      

Parish initiatives including £250 for election expenses 2019 1,186.00      

Reserve fund 3,000.00      

TOTAL ringfenced 15,260.80    

Total non-ringfenced funds @ 31 October 2018 6,290.26£    

RBL Poppy Appeal (street poppies & wooden crosses)         90.00 000199

 PAYMENTS: approved
 Amount  

(incl. VAT) 
Chq No

Clerk's Pay (1 October to 30 November 2018)        454.40 000200

Clerk's Expenses (mileage £6.75)           6.75 000201

Clerk's Home Working Allowance for 6 months in arrears         50.00 000202

CN Trophies Inv 57 (etching & plaques for memorial mirror)        140.00 000203

Ian Goddard - reimbursement for 2 x OS maps of parish         33.98 000204

Plusnet - Direct Debit payment for broadband         19.20  DD 

TOTAL  £    704.33  £            -   

The following cheque has been signed since the meeting on 17/11/18:

 
 

16. The contents of Information Sheet were noted. It was agreed that an extension for the Mortimer 
Forest Plan Consultation be requested. 

 
17. The next scheduled meeting will take place on Wednesday 23 January 2019, there being no 

meeting in December unless an extraordinary meeting is called. 
 
 
 
Meeting closed at 22:30 
 
 
 
 

Signed ………Ian Goddard……………….   DATE   23 January 2019 
Ian Goddard, Chairman. 
 
Original signed and on file. 


