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AYMESTREY PARISH COUNCIL 
DRAFT  Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd July 2014 at 7.30pm in Aymestrey Village Hall 
 
Present:  Cllrs. Heather Yesson (HY), chairing the meeting in Mary Heale’s absence, Rob Beavan (RB), 
Domenica Dunne (DD), Marion Griffiths (MG), Mair Hardwick (MHa). 
Apologies were received from  Cllrs.  Mary Heale, George Black and Olwyn Barnett 
Not present:  Cllr. John Probert 
In attendance:  Rachel Dixon (RD), Locality Steward, Mortimer Ward, Don Griffiths (DG), Footpaths 
Officer 

 

Item ACTION 

1 Comments from Members of the Public.  Ruth Scamp and Ken Holland were 
present to explain the choices of equipment for the new Parish Hall kitchen, 
following the Parish Council’s agreement to contribute to the cost. It is hoped to 
purchase commercial a quality cooker and dishwasher, which will be more efficient 
as well as  enhancing facilities both for the use of the community and potentially to 
hirers of the hall.  
 

 
 

2 Present and Apologies:  See above. 
 

 

3 Minutes of the meeting – 28th May 2014 
The minutes of the meeting  were unanimously accepted and signed.  
One outstanding item: – LH to provide acceptance of office form for MH to sign. 
 

 
 

LH 

4 Declarations of Interest & dispensations 
There were none. 
 

 

5 To receive a report from our Ward Councillor  
Cllr. Barnett was unable to attend the meeting. 

 
 
 

5a Locality Steward 
RD explained the new role of Locality Steward, as a conduit between Balfour Beatty 
(BBLP) and Parish Councils.  The role has replaced individuals with responsibility for 
specific aspects of e.g. inspection and management  of highways, drainage, 
footpaths etc and given the spectrum of a particular ‘patch’ to each locality 
steward. 
Roads/potholes:  RD explained the approach to categorisation and repair of 
potholes, which is specified by Herefordshire Council (as customer) for BBLP (as 
contractor).  Categorisation is the responsibility of the locality steward, not the 
gangs.  It was noted that Category 1 potholes are for the purpose of making safe 
and are carried out within 24 hours.  (Category 2 work must be completed within 28 
days but is usually quicker.)  Pothole patches are not expected to be permanent. 
It was noted that, whilst extra money has been provided for repair and 
improvement of roads in Herefordshire, this only amounts to one-third of the 
expenditure required to bring the whole network up to a reasonable standard. 
RD undertook to send LH a copy of the programmed resurfacing works.  This is a 
dynamic document – re-prioritisation can occur as circumstances dictate. 
Councillors stressed the urgent need for repairs to the Yatton road.  RD agreed to 
visit the area with RB within the next few days. She will also be discussing drainage 
with the relevant parties to ensure that any new surface is not washed away. 
Verges:  Herefordshire Council have overturned their previous decision not to cut 
verges (other than road safety related cuts):  All rural verges will now be cut once 
this year, in August.  Safety cuts are carried out on a reactive basis and can be 
reported through the parishes email*.  The lengthsman can be used to supplement 
strimming on verges if necessary. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RD 
 

RD/RB 
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Traffic calming:  RD reported that the Bosbury trial on the effectiveness of ‘farm 
gates’ was not yet available and no date for an outcome is in sight.  Herefordshire 
Council  will not provide any funding until results are known.  HY confirmed that she 
had met with Andrew Lee-Jones (BBLP), who has now retired.  He had made some 
suggestions, of which RD is aware.  HY stressed that APC is looking only for advice 
on costs so that grants can be applied for, which information is not forthcoming. In 
the meantime the speed checks/enforcement are being carried out. 
Circular Walks:  RD explained that the original 15 circular walks were set up by 
Herefordshire Council with leaflets etc. being funded.  No further walks will be 
financially supported and any new walks will not join the Priority 1 category.  
However, P3 money can be used after strimming etc. has been paid for and RD will 
provide support and advice on leaflets etc.  It was noted that extracts from OS maps 
may not be used for copyright reasons. 
RD confirmed that BBLP continues to provide materials for Footpaths Officers.  DG 
confirmed that he is now making progress with clearing footpaths. 
Footpath (Riverside to Mill Lane):  LH to forward contact details of the officer 
responsible for this to RD. 
 
*RD stressed that all road, pothole, grass-cutting for safety issues should continue 
to be reported through herefordshireparishes@bblivingplaces.com (available to 
clerks and councillors) so that all matters are logged by Herefordshire Council.  A 
case reference number  will be allocated for each instance and, in due course, the 
system will provide an automated response regarding inspection and decision on 
action. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LH 
 

5b Support for purchase of kitchen equipment 
Councillors considered details/costs provided by the Parish Hall Management 
Committee.  It was noted that £1000 had been set aside in the 2013-14 budget for 
this purpose, which had not been spent.  No further budget had been allocated for 
2014-15 although there were some funds in reserve.  It was felt that the costs of 
commercial equipment chosen were high, particularly the dishwasher.  It was 
recommended that the Committee explore options for items at a more modest cost 
(RB to forward details of a discount supplier to LH).  It was suggested that the 
cooker be prioritised over the dishwasher pending evidence that there is a demand 
from outside organisations etc. for hire of the hall + catering facilities.  It was noted 
that VAT could be reclaimed if the Parish Council purchases the equipment. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RB/LH 

6 Parish Plan 

 Phone Box 
It has been established that none of the phone boxes in the parish are currently 
under threat.  This item therefore to be removed from the standard agenda. 

 Circular Footpath:  See above. 
 

 
 
 

7 Updates on previous actions: 
a.  Potholes – see Item 5a above. 
b. Footpath (Riverside to Mill Lane) – see item 5a above. 
c. Noticeboard (Aymestrey)  MH (obtaining revised quote) not present.   

LH had contacted the Lengthsman but had not received a reply. 
Carry forward to next meeting. 

 

 
 
 

MH 
LH 

 
 

8 Payments were agreed according to the schedule below.   
An additional payment was agreed – to G. Williams for the Hog Roast at the village 
fete (previously agreed to be paid). 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:herefordshireparishes@bblivingplaces.com
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It was AGREED that, whilst the full amount of funding allocated for maintenance of 
the churchyard should be paid now to the PCC (with receipts for strimming 
requested), for future years it would be paid in 2 stages with receipts presented.  
LH to confirm this to PCC. 
 

LH 
 

9 Planning applications  

 141866 – The Old Garage, Mortimers Cross (received 16/7/14) – LH to 
circulate. 

 141403 -  Gatley Park (no objections raised – already submitted) – 
application granted with conditions. 

 141388 - Agricultural building at, Woodhampton Farm, Lower Lye. No 
comment required by APC.  Herefordshire Council confirms that planning 
permission is required.  We can expect to see an application in due course. 

 

 
LH 

 
 

11 To review post received by the council and agree any appropriate action   
– see below. 
 

 

 Additional actions 
LH to contact Ian Banks for password to access broadband during Parish Council 
meetings and to arrange further training for councillors on using the facilities for 
e.g. updating minutes, gathering newsletter material etc. 
 

 
LH 

  
Meeting closed at 9.0pm.    

Date of next Parish Council meeting:  24th September 2014 
 

 

 

Payments: Amount £ (incl. 
VAT) 

VAT £ 

1 Clerk’s pay (June & July) 80.00 - 

2 PAYE on Clerk’s pay 20.00 - 

3 Clerk’s expenses (travel to meeting  £5 + £3.99 
printing paper & stamps £6.36) 

10.35 0.67 

4 One Stop Print Shop – Printing Aymestrey 
Matters (June) 

193.00 - 

5 Plusnet (Direct Debit payment - £33 x 2 monthly 
payments 

66.00 11.00 

6 Aymestrey PCC – maintenance of churchyard 
2013-14 & 2014-15 

800.00 - 

7 G. Williams  - hog roast (village fete) 300.00  

TOTAL 1469.55 11.67 

LENGTHSMAN   

No payments requested   

 
POSTBAG  - July 2014 
 

 From Date Concerning Circulated? 

FOR INFORMATION 

1 Herefordshire 
Council/BBLP 

8/7 PROW update >> Don Griffiths 

2 Herefordshire 
Council 

July  Funding updates  >>> HY 



Aymestrey Parish Council – draft minutes 23rd July 2014                                                                        Page 4 of 4 

 

3 HC Planning 
Dept 

14/7 Land behind Mortimer’s Cross Inn update. Enforcement 
have visited and put notice on the door but unable to 
make contact with owner. 

No 

4 HC June WW1 Exhibition poster (asked for hard copies) 
Hereford Library June – 8/11/14 

No 

5 Cllr P Rone 8/11 Grass Cutting info Yes 

6 Rachel Dixon Weekly Locality Steward updates (4/7 & 11/7) Yes 

7 Mortimer 
Ward 

27/6 Minutes of Quarterly Chairs & Clerks’ meeting (25/6) Yes 

8 HALC 20/6 Information Corner Yes 

9 HC  15/6 Information about new arrangements for rubbish 
collections – 2-weekly from September  

Yes 

10 BBLP June Balfour Beatty Newsletter Yes 
 

 




