Aymestrey Matters

Autumn 2023



23 of
February

Save the date

FUN QUIZ

2nd Friday in the Month

In the Parish Hall
8.00pm
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Runs September to Jun
Teams of 4/5 max
or come along and join in.
Cash Prize

Details to
follow!
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“Tea/Coffee in the Hall”

Come and join us for the weekly social event.
Meet new people, have a chat, all parishioners welcome.

Every Tuesday in the Parish Hall
10.30am to 11.30ish

Carpet Bowls
Monday Evenings
@ Parish Hall

7pm
All Welcome

Parish Council

Film Night

Contact Ian Banks
for details:- 770816

3" Friday of the Month Meetl “gs
held in the Parish Hall
September to early Summer
Supper @ 7.00pm 7.00pm
‘F,'PI @7 : 3 OP 4" Wednesday in the month
im -2Lpm (except Dec & Aug)

ALL Parishioners are welcome
to attend




EDITORS’ PAGE

Iv| lhat a summer, the weather particularly but it was also annual Fete

time, which is always hectic in preparation but so worthwhile.
People, from near and far, comment on how lovely it is to still have a
traditional village fete. We are very lucky.

[’]nline presence of Aymestrey is increasing; along with Parish Hall
Facebook group there are now ‘All Things Aymestrey’ and ‘Aymestrey
Parish Commons Association’ so more ways to keep in touch. Don’t forget
the website aymestrey.org which links in to the organisations, associations
and what’s on in the Parish, to name a few.

mealising that residents like to be kept informed of the day-to-day
happenings, we have included a new section ‘Parish Natters’. We hope
people find this useful and that YOU will send us those snippets etc. so we
can continue it, as a regular feature.

v any thanks to Imogen Davis for her stunning front cover design for
this issue, as usual she has produced some gorgeous artwork.

Denise & Martyn

Please forward all articles, photos, notices and letters to
editor@aymestrey.org
Copy date for next issue: 26™ November 2023

Aymestrey Calendar 2024

After the success of the 2023 calendar we are planning to produce a calendar
for 2024 using photographs from around the parish, which reflect the
changing seasons of landscapes, wildlife and rural living.

So send in your photographs -in landscape format only please
before October 15"
to
editor@aymestrey.org

We hope to have the calendar out for sale by early November
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Parish Council

Chairman, lan Goddard, reflects on Parish Council doings
and extracts from the Clerk’s postbag.

he Parish Council met in June and July, but not in August (we have no scheduled

meetings in August and December each year). The meetings are held at the
Parish Hall at 7pm on the fourth Wednesday of each of ten months. Agendas are
published at aymestrey.org and on each of five notice boards in the Parish.

One of the matters of general interest discussed in June were the upcoming review of
the Development Plan for the County, which will include a Housing Needs Survey.
The Parish Council will be consulted. I frequently hear informally that there is a wish
and need for lower cost housing in the Parish and north Herefordshire generally but
these voices are not raised by the public at our meetings. The Parish Council is there
to represent the views of Parishioners and so when the consultation is advertised it is
1mportant to take part if you wish your voice to be heard.

In a similar vein I am always surprised about the lack of attendance by applicants
and the public when planning applications are discussed at our meetings. I have in
mind two applications recently, one which was unclear and the attendance of the
applicant could well have influenced the discussion and another where the attendance
of members of the public could well have affected the Parish Council submission, had
certain views been made known. While the Parish Council tries very hard to be
objective in considering planning questions, we do ask that Parishioners come and
help us out!

In July PC Stephanie Harper of the Safer Neighbourhoods Team (SNT); what we
would probably think of as the Community Police, came to our meeting and she
outlined several police initiatives relating to rural crime and ways in which the public
can help; not least by reporting suspicious activity and making use of ‘doorbell
cameras’. There have been a number of successes lately including the arrest of a
prolific burglar and arrests in connection with drug production. The SNT is working
with young people at Wigmore in order to create positive relationships with the police
and the team is also involved in checking animal movements, both for welfare
compliance and possible thefts. Certainly farm crime (thefts from farms and animal
thefts) was raised as a significant concern by Councillors.

The SNT is happy to advise households on security matters upon request, particularly
where residents feel vulnerable.
We thank PC Harper for coming to our meeting. It was an opportunity for the
community to raise concerns with the police, but no members of the public came to the
meeting.
On the theme of public engagement in 2024 there will be a planning application to

extend the physical area of Leinthall Earls quarry. We are told that the amount
of activity will not increase, just that new areas for quarrying will be opened up. Now
1s a good time to make known any comment you have on such extension. We will
invite representatives of Breedon to come to a Parish Council meeting so that we can
better understand the proposals and to provide an opportunity for the Breedon
management better to understand local concerns.

Ian



Following on from the last Aymestrey Matters update we have now informally
presented our traffic calming proposals to the Traffic Management Advisor for
West Mercia Police and the Senior Accident Investigation Engineer for Herefordshire
Council. The point of the informal meeting was to see if all our proposals would likely
to be agreed by Herefordshire Council when we made our formal submission (a sort of
pre-planning meeting for those of you who've had experience of these sort of things).

In short, there are some proposals that are no longer acceptable due to changes in
the regulations and some that will have to be changed because they may contravene
Herefordshire Council constraints. In most cases we were given suggestions of
alternative solutions that may be acceptable. We were also pointed in the right
direction to find the actual regulations for items such as statues on the verges. The
feedback and information we received was invaluable. We were also told that our
presentation and proposals were very good (and in some cases unique!), so thank you
everyone involved in getting us this far.

he next step is for the Traffic Calming Group to re-do the proposals based on the

solutions suggested and the regulations. This will be done in the coming weeks
and I'll keep you posted of our progress. Hopefully by the next Aymestrey Matters
update we will have been able to submit our proposals formally to Herefordshire
Council.

In the meantime, the Floral Display Group is really moving
ahead and I'm looking forward to seeing the results in the
fullness of time.

I'll keep you posted of progress on all fronts.

Alison Archer
September 2023

Come & Join the 5 mile Circular Ramble
from Aymestrey Parish Hall

2 por Children in Need

O Sunday 1st October 2023
10.30am to register £5 pp
Dogs on leads welcome
Refreshments available on return
5




Church Notice Board

DECORATION of CHURCH
for HARVEST FESTIVAL

Aymestrey Church
Friday 6th October at 10.00am

As always all Contributions of Flowers,
Fruit and Vegetables are most welcome.

Please bring on morning or leave in Porch

HARVEST FESTIVAL
SERVICE

St John the Baptist and
St Alkmund, Aymestrey
Friday 6™ October
at 6.30pm

followed by
HARVEST REFRESHMENTS

CHURCH AUTUMN FAYRE

Saturday 11" November

@ 2pm
Aymestrey Parish Hall,

Cakes & Produce, Tea & Coffee.
Bric-a-brac, Books/ DVDs etc.

Contributions gratefully received in
the hall on Friday 10" 5.-6.30pm
Or on Saturday 11" from 11am

For further information
Tel: Alexia on 01568 770189

In aid of Aymestrey & Leinthall

Earls Churches

llllllllllllllll‘

CHRISTINGLE
SERVICE

St Andrew's Church,
Leinthall Earls

@3.30PM

Sunday 10™ December
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Remembrance Sunday
Aymestrey Church

12th November

| I
| I
| |
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| I
I Please gather at church at the earlier time I
| of 10.50am to allow for joining the Nation |
I for two minutes silence at 11am. I
| I
| |
| |
| I
| I

LEST
WE
FORGET

CAROL SERVICE
St John the Baptist
& St Alkmund
Aymestrey
@4pm
/) Saturday 23" December

Followed by mulled wine & mince pies

HAS ANYBODY LOST ....... ??7? ARING...... found
under a pew in Aymestrey Church and we would
like to reunite it with its rightful owner.

Contact Meg: 07943 046450



Aymestrey and Leinthall Earls
Churches

Rev. Julie Read

ow did that Summer go so quickly?

Fetes, Weddings and Funerals all
sidestepping the rain and all bringing
community, love and comfort to Aymestrey,
Yatton and Leinthall. The two funerals over
the summer both came from Yatton — Mark
Price (brother of Steve) whose formative
years until he married were spent in Yatton
and Eddie Hackett from the Manor House,
who came to Yatton after working 23 years
on nights, at the Austin Factory, as line
manager. What he didn’t know about how
things worked, what was their capacity,
whether planes or cruise liners wasn’t worth
knowing and about caring for his daughter
who developed MS and needed love and care
which was given in love and commitment.
Both were laid to rest in the same row, and
our love goes to their families and friends. It
is lovely to have young couples in the centre
of our villages and reminds us of the
resilience of village life that renews as the
years go by.

Harvest is round the corner and a time for
the community to give thanks for this
farming parish, and all the hard work that
goes into providing us with our daily bread,
potatoes, meat, eggs, fruit and vegetables.
There are many challenges our farmers face
and changing systems and environmental
challenges affect us all; our land, our rivers.
Harvest in Church is a time to share our joys,
our thanks, our concerns with each other and
before our Lord, whose gift of creation, and
care for all, is just the place we need to stop
and consider before we set sail again on
another season. This year no harvest supper,
but refreshments in the church.

e are delighted to welcome Rosie

Roberts as our new curate, she will be
honing her skills on us over the next 3 years
as she learns the trade, and I hope you will
come across her. She has already been with
parishioners on a walk in Leinthall, and
preached her first sermon in Aymestrey over
the summer. She has two primary school
children and lives in Bodenham where her

husband is the vicar. We welcome her into
our midst.

Katie Smith who finished her curacy in June
1s now ministering in Eardisley in the
Kington and Weobley deanery and we wish
her well as she joins a team of men in that
place! Wendy Maddocks, who many of you
will know and who has taken services in both
Aymestrey and Leinthall is to be licenced
Reader on Saturday October 14™ at 12 noon
in Leominster Priory. She will be ministering
in our benefice — preaching, teaching and
pastoral work. She has a gift with children
having been a teacher for many years
(Physics!) and also a gift in preaching, and we
are blessed with such a lovely team to
minister here.

inally — The bishop has invited me to

become a Prebendary in the Cathedral.
This is mainly an honorary role, being “given”
a seat on the back row of the choir. The seat
allocated to me is ‘de pionia parva’ which
would have been a parcel of land over near
Canon or Kings Pyon that would have
brought in an income for the priest (no longer
sadly). So just the title The Rev Preb Julie
Read, a blue cassock instead of a black one,
the opportunity to preach once a year in the
cathedral at evensong and on the college of
canons who are involved in appointing the
next bishop if I am around when the next one
1s appointed. The service at the cathedral for
my installation is on Sunday 24™ September
at 3.30pm and if you would like to come, you
are all most welcome!

Lots of changes on the rich tapestry of life.
Hope you can join the harvest celebrations in

your church this Autumn.

Every blessing Julie



Thoughts from a Retired

Gardener
Jim Logan

A good Swallow year

It’s the 19th of August and I'm standing
outside my garage, a garage that is so
full; tools, animal feedstuff and ‘things
that might be useful one day’ that there
1sn’t room to house a vehicle, they are
parked outside.

Above my head is a swirling joyous
family of Swallows, five fledglings on
their maiden flight with parents offering
vocal encouragement. They circle and
elipse as though demented satellites of
the garage, then its pull prevails and the
fledglings swoop one by one back into its
gloom. There to chatter quietly of their
first adventure into the bright outdoors,
all in a row on the breeze-block ledge
white bibs and short juvenile tails, eyes
like black beads.

This is the second brood
raised and fledged by this
pair in this damp
summer, the weather
conducive to the
proliferation of flying
insects for them to feed
upon.

he weather in spring was less

conducive. The first Swallow, a male,
arrived on the 30th of March when we
were in a cool northerly airstream. He
toughed it out alone for a few nights
leaving at dawn and returning at dusk.
Then he was absent and I feared that he
had gone to join the colony in barns about
a mile from here. But on the 8th of April
he, (I presume it was him), was back with
a mate making a lot of noise in the
garage as they inspected the three old
established nests there. The pair-bonding
chirruping of Swallows is an uplifting
happy sound, home making couples
engrossed in their own world of
domesticity.

This first pair settled on nest number 2,
The first had recently been stuffed with
moss by a Wren, a half hearted effort at a
nest that was never used. They raised a
brood of four which fledged, they then
moved to nest number3 to raise their
second brood. They’ve now surprised me
by returning to nest number 2 and are
incubating a third clutch of eggs.

he Swallows that I'm watching here

today are the second pair who
arrived later in April and built
themselves a new nest.
I use the garage as a workshop/ potting
shed and am in and out every day, just
another lumbering terrestrial creature as
far as the Swallows are concerned, not
nimble enough to be a threat to them.
They dive in and out over my head with
impunity and perhaps with some disdain.
Our Swallows do occasionally fly into the
cottage if the door is left open do a quick
circuit of the kitchen and out again,
which is startling for us and exciting for
the cats if they are present.
When they are feeding close to home
around the Oak tree crowns or low over
the hedges the swallows swooping jinking
flight is reminiscent of the bats that do
much the same thing in the twilight.
When satisfied with life they then sit, as
Swallows do everywhere, on the
telephone lines and chatter.

Only eight weeks ago this summer
was at her verdant zenith but is
quickly becoming old, tired and today the
stillness suggests that she needs an
afternoon nap. But the Swallows retain
their hyperactive vitality, the insect diet
1s evidently to be recommended.

When in the autumn I notice one day
that the Swallows have gone from my
garage, flown south, I will realise just
how much I've enjoyed their presence.
Like the quiet after New Year festivities
when all our friends have gone home.
The Swallows do leave a legacy,
spattered all over my tools and fishing
tackle, their droppings, a reminder of the
good times.



So when I’'m pottering about in the I did read last year, that

winter I will wonder how they fared a very few less
on their journey. Across recently scorched ambitious Swallows
areas of southern Europe, the sea linger on the south coast —
crossing to Africa. Perhaps over the of England, even until @ vy
heads of troubled people who may envy Christmas, surviving on "
the birds freedom to travel. Over drought  flies around sewage treatment works. I
stricken lands to feed around herds of hope that mine follow their instinct to
Wildebeest and Zebra, skimming rivers Africa and will wish them well.
where crocodiles bask and Hippopotamus
wallow. Jim

FMMP INVITE YOU TO A

COLOUR FASHION SHOW

TUESDAY 17™ OCTOBER

KINGSLAND CORONATION HALL
DOORS OPEN 7PM FOR 7.30PM START

£5 TICKET TO INCLUDE A DRINK
Charity number 1100183

Friends of Mortimer Medical Practice are holding a Colour

Fashion Show, any proceeds will go fowards vital equipment
for Leintwardine, Kingsland & Orleton surgeries which enables
more patients to have tests carried out at the surgeries.
Recent equipment purchased include medicine fridges, blood
pressure machines, couches, procedure lights, hearing loops,
cubicle curtains to name a few!

Please support this fundraiser where high street
clothing will be on sale for 50% of retail price.

Tickets: Debbie 01568 770816




What is your earliest memory of your life
in Aymestrey?

I loved going to the shop with my
grandmother or Miss Enid Kent, who also
lived at Yatton Court and played the
organ in church. No-one alive ever called
her Enid. Woolly hats, jumpers and
wellington boots were a bit of a novelty
for a child from Kenya but I enjoyed
dressing up and heading off down the
village. There wasn’t a lot in the shop but
we always met someone nice to chat to.
Mr & Mrs Jones ran it in the 70s followed
by Hilda Ashdown Sharp — one of those
linchpins of society without whom
nothing ever happens. I particularly
loved talking to Joan Oliver and Athos
Vertuani who lived opposite at Porch
House (previously a forge — Joan’s father
had been the blacksmith) and Mr & Mrs
Raymond Schindler from up Bacon Lane.
I later realised that both Athos and
Raymond had been prisoners of war who
had met local girls and decided to make
their homes in Aymestrey.

What made you want to live in
Aymestrey again?

It seemed like the natural thing to do but
1t was superfast broadband which made
it a reality! In fact I was never away for
long, my grandmother lived here until
she was 104 and our dear mother Gillian
died in 2018, so it had also been a home
from home for my children.

10

Nicola Kearton: I was born in Nairobi,
Kenya and moved to Aymestrey in 1970
when four years old, my sister Jo was two
and youngest sister Beth was only 10 days
old and nearly missed the plane! We moved
in with my grandmother Valdez Gardner
and lived in the flat at the back of Yatton
Court for several years while our parents,
Gillian and Geoffrey Hodges, did up The
Garden House which had been semi-derelict
since the 1940s. Having our cousins up the
road at Lower Yatton was endless fun — we
were quite a gang.

Who has influenced you the most in your
life?

Probably my father Geoffrey who was a
teacher and historian who wrote a
number of books on local history. He was
always fascinating to talk to — definitely
why I went into publishing.

Where have you most enjoyed travelling?
I particularly loved Jordan; the people,
the food, the art and architecture, the
scenery.

Where would you still like to travel to?
Hmm, I do really like islands ...

What are you reading at the moment?
A book on the aftermath of the English

Civil War — what a fascinating but
disturbing time.

What is your favourite film?

Wes Anderson’s The Grand Budapest
Hotel - it’s gorgeous, mad and so
poignant.

What item would you save if your house
burnt down?

Hoping that I have my phone in my
pocket and that the dog looks after itself,
I might save a box of 19™-century
drawings of Aymestrey. They would be a
loss.



What word of phrase do you most
overuse?
I expect it’s “stop looking at Rightmove!”

What talent would you most like to have?
The ability to remember song lyrics.

What advice would you give a young
person leaving home?

Best not to give advice! Nobody listens to
1t anyway.

What is your greatest extravagance?
Piling down to The Riverside with
friends and extended family on a
summer’s evening.

What type of music do you listen to?

I love all the recommendations I get from
my children.

What is your idea of perfect happiness?
Packing a rucksack with thermos and
sandwiches. Then setting off with Mike
and the dog, and anyone else who'’s
interested, on a long walk through our
stunning countryside.

O Pictares of Rumestren Parish

B T

w —— s

Yatton Court circa 1900. Whilst Rodney Ward and his wife Agnes, nee Lewis,
grandmother of Valdez Gardner, lived here in the late 19th-century, it was let out
to various tenants until 1945. In fact in the 1901 census only the gardener and his
wife, George and Ann Jenkins are recorded at the house.



PARISH NATTERS

Christening Congratulations

on Sunday 10" September 2023 Lucy & Andy on your wedding
at Kingsland ~oonlS " July.
Congratulations to Tim & Melissa Clark Best wishes for your future together
of Hill Barn Bungalow, Aymestrey on the
christening of their son George Clark at
the age of 8 weeks.

On a sad note, Yatton recently lost
one of its oldest and long
standing residents with the passing
of Eddie Hackett who lived at
The Manor House.

on Saturday 2”9 December Heartfelt condolences to his family.
at Leintwardine Community Room,

two workshop sessions to weave
'Christmas' stars
1pm to 3pm and

Friends of Mortimer Medical Practice

Welcome to Doug and Lorri
who have recently moved

3:30pm to 5:30pm, into Aymestrey.
£15 per person Lovely to see them at the
(max 10 attendees per session), ‘Coffee Mornings’.

Wishing you well in your new home.

Letters, notices and events are most welcome, please send to editor@aymestrey.org

AYMESTREY PARISH HALL

Provides excellent facilities for all your events

t?dy—'%‘ py,_r,, ey Parish .//ali
Children’s Parties, Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Wedding, Christening & Wake Receptions,
Meetings & Workshops

Large, welcoming main hall with stage & screen.

Comfortably seats 90 + people at tables.

Well equipped kitchen with large cooker, two sinks, dishwasher, fridge, freezer,
ample preparation space and serving hatch
Separate side room
Free Wi-Fi

Very reasonable rates — Tel: 07496 180332

12
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Film and Food at Aymestrey Parish Hall In aid of Aymestrey and Leinthall Earls churches

" Autumn Fayre

Aymestrey Parish Hall
Saturday 11th November

2pm §

Friday — 20th — October Cakes & Produce  Tea & Coffee

Food £5 at 7 pm / Film £5 at 7:30 pm

Please let us know if you are coming for food at B}’iC—A-BraC BOOkS 8 DVDS

www.aymestrey.org/food-film or phone 01568 770816 Ra e

Chicken and mushroom stew, Vegetarian option available )
Contributions gratefully received to Aymestrey Parish Hall

on Friday 10th November 5-6:30pm or Saturday 11th from
11am. For more information contact
Alexia Phillips: 01568770189

Ice cream and popcorn also available.

Please bring your own drinks
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http://www.wegottickets.com/aymestrey
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