
 



 

    
     FORTHCOMING EVENTS

      Sunday 1st October 10.30am – Community Ramble in aid of Children in Need
          Tuesday 3rd October 10.30am – Macmillan Coffee Morning

         Saturday 4th November – Annual Aymestrey Bonfire & Fireworks
        Saturday 11th November – Church Autumn Fayre

   Save the date                  
      

     

“Tea/Coffee in the Hall”
 Come and join us for the weekly social event.

Meet new people, have a chat, all parishioners welcome.
   Every Tuesday in the Parish Hall  

10.30am to 11.30ish

        

     

 Carpet Bowls
Monday Evenings

@ Parish Hall
7pm

All Welcome

  

FUN QUIZ
2nd Friday in the Month

In the Parish Hall
8.00pm

Runs September to June
Teams of  4/5 max 

or come along and join in.
Cash Prize 

Film Night
         3rd Friday of the Month

         September to early Summer
         Supper @ 7.00pm 

              Film @ 7.30pm
       Contact Ian Banks

             for details:- 770816

Parish Council
Meetings

held in the Parish Hall
7.00pm

4th Wednesday in the month
(except Dec & Aug)

ALL Parishioners are welcome
to attend
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EDITORS’ PAGE

hat a summer, the weather particularly but it was also annual Fete 
time, which is always hectic in preparation but so worthwhile. 

People, from near and far, comment on how lovely it is to still have a 
traditional village fete. We are very lucky.

W

nline presence of Aymestrey is increasing; along with Parish Hall 
Facebook group there are now ‘All Things Aymestrey’ and ‘Aymestrey 

Parish Commons Association’ so more ways to keep in touch. Don’t forget 
the website aymestrey.org which links in to the organisations, associations
and what’s on in the Parish, to name a few.

O

ealising that residents like to be kept informed of the day-to-day 
happenings, we have included a new section ‘Parish Natters’. We hope

people find this useful and that YOU will send us those snippets etc. so we
can continue it, as a regular feature.

R

any thanks to Imogen Davis for her stunning front cover design for 
this issue, as usual she has produced some gorgeous artwork. M

Denise & Martyn

Please forward all articles, photos, notices and letters to
 editor@aymestrey.org

      Copy date for next issue: 26th November 2023

Aymestrey Calendar 2024
After the success of the 2023 calendar we are planning to produce a calendar

for 2024 using photographs from around the parish, which reflect the
changing seasons of landscapes, wildlife and rural living.

 So send in your photographs -in landscape format only please
before October 15th

 to
editor@aymestrey.org 

We hope to have the calendar out for sale by early November
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Parish Council 
Chairman, Ian Goddard, reflects on Parish Council doings
and extracts from the Clerk’s postbag.

he Parish Council met in June and July, but not in August (we have no scheduled 
meetings in August and December each year).  The meetings are held at the 

Parish Hall at 7pm on the fourth Wednesday of each of ten months.  Agendas are 
published at aymestrey.org and on each of five notice boards in the Parish.

T
One of the matters of general interest discussed in June were the upcoming review of 
the Development Plan for the County, which will include a Housing Needs Survey. 
The Parish Council will be consulted.  I frequently hear informally that there is a wish
and need for lower cost housing in the Parish and north Herefordshire generally but 
these voices are not raised by the public at our meetings.  The Parish Council is there 
to represent the views of Parishioners and so when the consultation is advertised it is 
important to take part if you wish your voice to be heard.

n a similar vein I am always surprised about the lack of attendance by applicants 
and the public when planning applications are discussed at our meetings.  I have in 

mind two applications recently, one which was unclear and the attendance of the 
applicant could well have influenced the discussion and another where the attendance 
of members of the public could well have affected the Parish Council submission, had 
certain views been made known.  While the Parish Council tries very hard to be 
objective in considering planning questions, we do ask that Parishioners come and 
help us out!

I

n July PC Stephanie Harper of the Safer Neighbourhoods Team (SNT); what we 
would probably think of as the Community Police, came to our meeting and she 

outlined several police initiatives relating to rural crime and ways in which the public 
can help; not least by reporting suspicious activity and making use of ‘doorbell 
cameras’.  There have been a number of successes lately including the arrest of a 
prolific burglar and arrests in connection with drug production.  The SNT is working 
with young people at Wigmore in order to create positive relationships with the police 
and the team is also involved in checking animal movements, both for welfare 
compliance and possible thefts. Certainly farm crime (thefts from farms and animal 
thefts) was raised as a significant concern by Councillors.

I

The SNT is happy to advise households on security matters upon request, particularly 
where residents feel vulnerable.
We thank PC Harper for coming to our meeting.  It was an opportunity for the 
community to raise concerns with the police, but no members of the public came to the
meeting.

n the theme of public engagement in 2024 there will be a planning application to 
extend the physical area of Leinthall Earls quarry.  We are told that the amount 

of activity will not increase, just that new areas for quarrying will be opened up.  Now 
is a good time to make known any comment you have on such extension.  We will 
invite representatives of Breedon to come to a Parish Council meeting so that we can 
better understand the proposals and to provide an opportunity for the Breedon 
management better to understand local concerns.

O

Ian 
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Traffic Calming in Aymestrey Parish

ollowing on from the last Aymestrey Matters update we have now informally 
presented our traffic calming proposals to the Traffic Management Advisor for 

West Mercia Police and the Senior Accident Investigation Engineer for Herefordshire 
Council. The point of the informal meeting was to see if all our proposals would likely 
to be agreed by Herefordshire Council when we made our formal submission (a sort of 
pre-planning meeting for those of you who’ve had experience of these sort of things).

F

n short, there are some proposals that are no longer acceptable due to changes in 
the regulations and some that will have to be changed because they may contravene

Herefordshire Council constraints. In most cases we were given suggestions of 
alternative solutions that may be acceptable. We were also pointed in the right 
direction to find the actual regulations for items such as statues on the verges. The 
feedback and information we received was invaluable. We were also told that our 
presentation and proposals were very good (and in some cases unique!), so thank you 
everyone involved in getting us this far.

I

he next step is for the Traffic Calming Group to re-do the proposals based on the 
solutions suggested and the regulations. This will be done in the coming weeks 

and I’ll keep you posted of our progress. Hopefully by the next Aymestrey Matters 
update we will have been able to submit our proposals formally to Herefordshire 
Council.

T

In the meantime, the Floral Display Group is really moving
ahead and I’m looking forward to seeing the results in the
fullness of time.

I’ll keep you posted of progress on all fronts.

Alison Archer
September 2023

Come & Join the 5 mile Circular Ramble 
             from Aymestrey Parish Hall

    For Children in Need
Sunday 1st October 2023

            10.30am to register £5 pp
Dogs on leads welcome

Refreshments available on return
5



Church Notice Board

         
DECORATION of CHURCH 
 for HARVEST FESTIVAL

                     Aymestrey Church
              Friday 6th October at 10.00am

   As always all Contributions of Flowers, 
Fruit and Vegetables are most welcome.
Please bring on morning or leave in Porch 

                CHURCH AUTUMN FAYRE
    
                 Saturday 11th November

        @ 2pm 
 Aymestrey Parish Hall, 

Cakes & Produce, Tea & Coffee. 
Bric-a-brac, Books/ DVDs etc. 

Contributions gratefully received in 
the hall on Friday 10th  5.-6.30pm
0r on Saturday 11th from 11am  

For further information 
Tel: Alexia on 01568 770189 

  In aid of Aymestrey & Leinthall 
Earls Churches

      

               CHRISTINGLE
          SERVICE 

      
                     St Andrew’s Church, 
                Leinthall Earls   
    
                  @3.30PM          

     Sunday 10th December      
                           

  HARVEST FESTIVAL
        SERVICE

            St John the Baptist and 
            St Alkmund, Aymestrey    
                 Friday 6th October
                    at 6.30pm 

 followed by 
HARVEST REFRESHMENTS

           
   

       Remembrance Sunday

           Aymestrey Church
  

             12th November

Please gather at church at the earlier time 
of 10.50am to allow for joining the Nation 
for two minutes silence at 11am. 

    
        

 CAROL SERVICE 
 St John the Baptist 
   & St Alkmund 
     Aymestrey

@4pm 
        Saturday 23rd  December
      Followed by mulled wine & mince pies

      
                                                           

HAS ANYBODY LOST …….???  A RING……found 
under a pew in Aymestrey Church and we would 
like to reunite it with its rightful owner.
Contact Meg: 07943 046450
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Aymestrey and Leinthall Earls
Churches
Rev. Julie Read

ow did that Summer go so quickly? 
Fetes, Weddings and Funerals all 

sidestepping the rain and all bringing 
community, love and comfort to Aymestrey, 
Yatton and Leinthall. The two funerals over 
the summer both came from Yatton – Mark 
Price (brother of Steve) whose formative 
years until he married were spent in Yatton 
and Eddie Hackett from the Manor House, 
who came to Yatton after working 23 years 
on nights, at the Austin Factory, as line 
manager. What he didn’t know about how 
things worked, what was their capacity, 
whether planes or cruise liners wasn’t worth 
knowing and about caring for his daughter 
who developed MS and needed love and care 
which was given in love and commitment. 

H

Both were laid to rest in the same row, and 
our love goes to their families and friends. It 
is lovely to have young couples in the centre 
of our villages and reminds us of the 
resilience of village life that renews as the 
years go by. 

arvest is round the corner and a time for
the community to give thanks for this 

farming parish, and all the hard work that 
goes into providing us with our daily bread, 
potatoes, meat, eggs, fruit and vegetables. 
There are many challenges our farmers face 
and changing systems and environmental 
challenges affect us all; our land, our rivers. 
Harvest in Church is a time to share our joys,
our thanks, our concerns with each other and 
before our Lord, whose gift of creation, and 
care for all, is just the place we need to stop 
and consider before we set sail again on 
another season. This year no harvest supper, 
but refreshments in the church.

H

e are delighted to welcome Rosie 
Roberts as our new curate, she will be 

honing her skills on us over the next 3 years 
as she learns the trade, and I hope you will 
come across her. She has already been with 
parishioners on a walk in Leinthall, and 
preached her first sermon in Aymestrey over 
the summer. She has two primary school 
children and lives in Bodenham where her 

W

husband is the vicar. We welcome her into 
our midst. 
Katie Smith who finished her curacy in June 
is now ministering in Eardisley in the 
Kington and Weobley deanery and we wish 
her well as she joins a team of men in that 
place! Wendy Maddocks, who many of you 
will know and who has taken services in both
Aymestrey and Leinthall is to be licenced 
Reader on Saturday October 14th at 12 noon 
in Leominster Priory. She will be ministering 
in our benefice – preaching, teaching and 
pastoral work. She has a gift with children 
having been a teacher for many years 
(Physics!) and also a gift in preaching, and we
are blessed with such a lovely team to 
minister here. 

inally – The bishop has invited me to 
become a Prebendary in the Cathedral. 

This is mainly an honorary role, being “given”
a seat on the back row of the choir. The seat 
allocated to me is ‘de pionia parva’  which 
would have been a parcel of land over near 
Canon or Kings Pyon that would have 
brought in an income for the priest (no longer
sadly). So just the title The Rev Preb Julie 
Read, a blue cassock instead of a black one, 
the opportunity to preach once a year in the 
cathedral at evensong and on the college of 
canons who are involved in appointing the 
next bishop if I am around when the next one
is appointed. The service at the cathedral for 
my installation is on Sunday 24th September 
at 3.30pm and if you would like to come, you 
are all most welcome!

F

Lots of changes on the rich tapestry of life. 
Hope you can join the harvest celebrations in 
your church this Autumn.

Every blessing Julie
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Thoughts from a Retired 
Gardener
Jim Logan 

A good Swallow year

t’s the 19th of August and I’m standing
outside my garage, a garage that is so 

full; tools, animal feedstuff and ‘things 
that might be useful one day’ that there 
isn’t room to house a vehicle, they are 
parked outside.
Above my head is a swirling joyous 
family of Swallows, five fledglings on 
their maiden flight with parents offering 
vocal encouragement. They circle and 
elipse as though demented satellites of 
the garage, then its pull prevails and the 
fledglings swoop one by one back into its 
gloom. There to chatter quietly of their 
first adventure into the bright outdoors, 
all in a row on the breeze-block ledge 
white bibs and short juvenile tails, eyes 
like black beads.
This is the second brood
raised and fledged by this
pair in this damp
summer, the weather
conducive to the
proliferation of flying
insects for them to feed
upon.

I

he weather in spring was less 
conducive. The first Swallow, a male,

arrived on the 30th of March when we 
were in a cool northerly airstream. He 
toughed it out alone for a few nights 
leaving at dawn and returning at dusk. 
Then he was absent and I feared that he 
had gone to join the colony in barns about
a mile from here. But on the 8th of April 
he, (I presume it was him), was back with
a mate making a lot of noise in the 
garage as they inspected the three old 
established nests there. The pair-bonding
chirruping of Swallows is an uplifting 
happy sound, home making couples 
engrossed in their own world of 
domesticity.

T

This first pair settled on nest number 2, 
The first had recently been stuffed with 
moss by a Wren, a half hearted effort at a
nest that was never used. They raised a 
brood of four which fledged, they then 
moved to nest number3 to raise their 
second brood. They’ve now surprised me 
by returning to nest number 2 and are 
incubating a third clutch of eggs.

he Swallows that I’m watching here 
today are the second pair who 

arrived later in April and built 
themselves a new nest.
I use the garage as a workshop/ potting 
shed and am in and out every day, just 
another lumbering terrestrial creature as
far as the Swallows are concerned, not 
nimble enough to be a threat to them. 
They dive in and out over my head with 
impunity and perhaps with some disdain.
Our Swallows do occasionally fly into the 
cottage if the door is left open do a quick 
circuit of the kitchen and out again, 
which is startling for us and exciting for 
the cats if they are present.
When they are feeding close to home 
around the Oak tree crowns or low over 
the hedges the swallows swooping jinking
flight is reminiscent of the bats that do 
much the same thing in the twilight. 
When satisfied with life they then sit, as 
Swallows do everywhere, on the 
telephone lines and chatter.

T

nly eight weeks ago this summer 
was at her verdant zenith but is 

quickly becoming old, tired and today the
stillness suggests that she needs an 
afternoon nap. But the Swallows retain 
their hyperactive vitality, the insect diet 
is evidently to be recommended.
When in the autumn I notice one day 
that the Swallows have gone from my 
garage, flown south, I will realise just 
how much I’ve enjoyed their presence. 
Like the quiet after New Year festivities 
when all our friends have gone home.
The Swallows do leave a legacy, 
spattered all over my tools and fishing 
tackle, their droppings, a reminder of the 
good times.

O
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o when I’m pottering about in the 
winter I will wonder how they fared 

on their journey. Across recently scorched
areas of southern Europe, the sea 
crossing to Africa. Perhaps over the 
heads of troubled people who may envy 
the birds freedom to travel. Over drought 
stricken lands to feed around herds of 
Wildebeest and Zebra, skimming rivers 
where crocodiles bask and Hippopotamus
wallow.

S I did read last year, that
a very few less
ambitious Swallows
linger on the south coast
of England, even until
Christmas, surviving on
flies around sewage treatment works. I 
hope that mine follow their instinct to 
Africa and will wish them well.

Jim 

FMMP INVITE YOU TO A 

COLOUR FASHION SHOW 

TUESDAY 17TH OCTOBER 
KINGSLAND CORONATION  HALL

DOORS OPEN 7PM FOR 7.30PM START

£5 TICKET TO INCLUDE A DRINK

Charity number 1100183

Friends of Mortimer Medical Practice are holding a Colour       
Fashion Show, any proceeds will go towards vital equipment 

    for Leintwardine, Kingsland & Orleton surgeries which enables 
more patients to have tests carried out at the surgeries. 

 Recent equipment purchased include medicine fridges, blood  
pressure machines, couches, procedure lights, hearing loops, 
cubicle curtains to name a few! 

Please support this fundraiser where high street
clothing will be on sale for 50% of retail price. 

Tickets: Debbie 01568 770816 
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What is your earliest memory of your life 
in Aymestrey?

I loved going to the shop with my 
grandmother or Miss Enid Kent, who also
lived at Yatton Court and played the 
organ in church. No-one alive ever called 
her Enid. Woolly hats, jumpers and 
wellington boots were a bit of a novelty 
for a child from Kenya but I enjoyed 
dressing up and heading off down the 
village. There wasn’t a lot in the shop but
we always met someone nice to chat to. 
Mr & Mrs Jones ran it in the 70s followed
by Hilda Ashdown Sharp – one of those 
linchpins of society without whom 
nothing ever happens. I particularly 
loved talking to Joan Oliver and Athos 
Vertuani who lived opposite at Porch 
House (previously a forge – Joan’s father 
had been the blacksmith) and Mr & Mrs 
Raymond Schindler from up Bacon Lane. 
I later realised that both Athos and 
Raymond had been prisoners of war who 
had met local girls and decided to make 
their homes in Aymestrey. 

What made you want to live in 
Aymestrey again?
It seemed like the natural thing to do but
it was superfast broadband which made 
it a reality! In fact I was never away for 
long, my grandmother lived here until 
she was 104 and our dear mother Gillian 
died in 2018, so it had also been a home 
from home for my children. 

Nicola Kearton:  I was born in Nairobi, 
Kenya and moved to Aymestrey in 1970 
when four years old, my sister Jo was two 
and youngest sister Beth was only 10 days 
old and nearly missed the plane! We moved 
in with my grandmother Valdez Gardner 
and lived in the flat at the back of Yatton 
Court for several years while our parents, 
Gillian and Geoffrey Hodges, did up The 
Garden House which had been semi-derelict 
since the 1940s. Having our cousins up the 
road at Lower Yatton was endless fun – we 
were quite a gang.

Who has influenced you the most in your
life?

Probably my father Geoffrey who was a 
teacher and historian who wrote a 
number of books on local history. He was
always fascinating to talk to – definitely 
why I went into publishing. 

Where have you most enjoyed travelling?
I particularly loved Jordan; the people, 
the food, the art and architecture, the 
scenery. 

Where would you still like to travel to?
Hmm, I do really like islands …

What are you reading at the moment?
A book on the aftermath of the English 
Civil War – what a fascinating but 
disturbing time.

What is your favourite film?

Wes Anderson’s The Grand Budapest 
Hotel - it’s gorgeous, mad and so 
poignant.

What item would you save if your house 
burnt down?

Hoping that I have my phone in my 
pocket and that the dog looks after itself,
I might save a box of 19th-century 
drawings of Aymestrey. They would be a 
loss.
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What word of phrase do you most 
overuse?
I expect it’s “stop looking at Rightmove!”

What talent would you most like to have?
The ability to remember song lyrics. 

What advice would you give a young 
person leaving home?

Best not to give advice! Nobody listens to 
it anyway.

What is your greatest extravagance?
Piling down to The Riverside with 
friends and extended family on a 
summer’s evening. 

What type of music do you listen to?

I love all the recommendations I get from
my children.

What is your idea of perfect happiness?
Packing a rucksack with thermos and 
sandwiches. Then setting off with Mike 
and the dog, and anyone else who’s 
interested, on a long walk through our 
stunning countryside.

  Old Pictures of Aymestrey Parish

Pictures
Picture courtesy of Leintwardine History Society 

Yatton Court circa 1900. Whilst Rodney Ward and his wife Agnes, nee Lewis, 
grandmother of Valdez Gardner, lived here in the late 19th-century, it was let out 
to various tenants until 1945. In fact in the 1901 census only the gardener and his 
wife, George and Ann Jenkins are recorded at the house.
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Christening 
on Sunday 10th September 2023

at Kingsland
 Congratulations to Tim & Melissa Clark
of Hill Barn Bungalow, Aymestrey on the
christening of their son George Clark at

the age of 8 weeks. 

     Friends of Mortimer Medical Practice
    on Saturday 2nd December 

      at Leintwardine Community Room, 
    two workshop sessions to weave

'Christmas' stars
      1pm to 3pm and
3:30pm to 5:30pm, 
    £15 per person 
     (max 10 attendees per session), 

 

 Congratulations 
Lucy & Andy on your wedding

 on 15th July.
Best wishes for your future together

On a sad note, Yatton recently lost 
one of its oldest and long 

standing residents with the passing 
of Eddie Hackett who lived at

The Manor House. 
Heartfelt condolences to his family.

Welcome to Doug and Lorri
who have recently moved 

into Aymestrey. 
Lovely to see them at the

‘Coffee Mornings’.
Wishing you well in your new home.

Letters, notices and events are most welcome, please send to editor@aymestrey.org

PARISH NATTERS

AYMESTREY PARISH HALL
Provides excellent facilities for all your events

Children’s Parties, Birthdays, Anniversaries, 
Wedding, Christening & Wake Receptions, 

Meetings & Workshops
Large, welcoming main hall with stage & screen.

Comfortably seats 90 + people at tables.
Well equipped kitchen with large cooker, two sinks, dishwasher, fridge, freezer, 

ample preparation space and serving hatch
Separate side room

Free Wi-Fi

Very reasonable rates – Tel: 07496 180332
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Registered Charity 520932

Steph Dunn
Chair, APH

Hello One & All – here is the latest news from your Parish Hall. 

First and foremost the Hall Committee would like to wholeheartedly thank Mr &
Mrs Hurcomb of Yatton Court for their kind support of the annual Aymestrey 
Fete and once again allowing this event to take place on their field adjacent to 
the Court. It is much appreciated and makes for a wonderful setting.

The Hall is fast approaching its centenary year (2032) and maintenance of the 
Hall is ongoing. Ways to improve the facilities for comfortable community use is 
uppermost in the role of the Hall Committee. To help form our Hall Maintenance
Plan we are inviting local residents and Hall users to complete a short survey.  
Thank you to those who have already done this. We plan to collate responses at 
the end of September and they will be also helpful as we investigate grant 
funding opportunities.

The Autumn Season sees the return of the popular Fun Quizzes on the 2nd 
Friday of the month and the Film & Food Evenings on 3rd Friday of the month.  
Along with the regular activities of Carpet Bowls, Coffee Mornings, Pilates, 
Dancing, Parish Council and Young Farmers Meetings the Hall is a welcoming 
space and a great way to meet people.

Sunday 1st October sees a 5ml circular Community Ramble (weather permitting) 
from the Hall. All proceeds in aid of Children in Need. Meet at 10.30am please 
for registrations at the Hall, £5 pp.  Dogs on leads welcome.         
Refreshments available on return.

2024 Date for the Diary Advance notice of the Burns Night Supper on Saturday 
27th January. More information will be available in the next edition.

Hall Events are advertised on the A Boards outside the Hall, online at 
www.aymestrey.org, in the Hereford Times and on the Hall Facebook page.
Best wishes and look forward to seeing you soon.

Steph  and the Hall Committee 

Bonfire Wood Required

Fallen timber, old pallets, wood furniture etc. Use this opportunity
to get rid of your rubbish wood and wooden items!

Place your items ‘neatly’ as last year or contact Dan Hurcomb

13
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Following the last two years of stunning fete day weather we anticipated a much more
normal weather forecast this time around, however Saturday 15th July turned into a 
worse case scenario. At 9am the question was ‘did we cancel or did we go with it and 
hope for the best?’ We had erected the main tents on the
Thursday, in order to avoid the gales and rain forecast on
Friday, so the decision was made to go ahead and we
hastily finished preparing to open at noon.

At 12.15 am, with only a handful of visitors, a dark sky and
frequent showers the usual stalls set out across the field
looked forlorn and we were questioning our decision. An
hour later the sun came out, the showers eased and the
people came. Not as many as last year but the Fete proved
to be a success and enjoyed again by those attendees who were happy it had gone 
ahead. It raises vital funds for the Church and Parish Hall and we are always grateful
for your support. 
The fete would simply not happen without the tireless efforts of a handful of 
volunteers who this year struggled in the weather. If you ran a stall on the day, lent a 
hand with the set up or take down or were involved in any way – thank you, we could 
not do it without you. 
Thanks are also due to Mr & Mrs Hurcomb for the use of their field and to John 
Probert for making sure it is ‘sheep free’ and tidy for the fete. 

The Grand Raffle was a great success and many thanks to all who purchased raffle 
tickets.  Special thanks to all the generous donors of prizes especially the £100 cash 
prize and the support of the Riverside Inn. 

Here’s to another successful and hopefully dry year in 2024! 
DB

Arts and Crafts Round-up

As Fete day dawned we imagined that entries for the Arts and Crafts
Competitions would we well down, considering the weather. In fact we
could not have been more wrong and the number of entries for the 20
classes was significantly up on last year. All told we logged 99 entries
across all the classes!
This was the second year that there has been a split between the Arts
and Crafts schedule and the Flower and Produce Show (held a fortnight
later) and there were a few changes and additions to the classes. The
main sections were Crafts, Food and Drink, and Children’s Classes. A
new addition to the food and drink section was “three eggs on a plate” which attracted 
a good number of entries. Unfortunately the organisers (i.e. me!) forgot to bring 
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suitable plates or dishes to test the yolks, so they were judged on uniformity alone. A 
good lesson learnt for next year, when we will be sure to bring the right kit.
As ever, many entries stood out for their skill, beauty and taste. The Joyce Pugh Cup 
for baking was won by Ruth Hurcomb whose Victoria sponge cake tickled the judges’ 
taste buds in a hotly contested class. Elsewhere Kelly Oliver gained a First for her 
beautiful, hand crafted feather wreath, Sue Wright’s stunning piece of embroidery won
its section and Ada Wellington got special praise for her poem about the Coronation. 
Another junior entrant, who did well across the board was Perry Edwards who also 
beat the seniors with his delicious loaf of bread. It was wonderful to see such creativity
and skill from entrants of all ages. 
A couple of times it felt as though a gust of wind might blow the tent away but we held
firm and everyone who called in to view the entries or to shelter from a shower, 
remarked on the quality and number of entries as well as being pleased to see how 
hard everyone had worked to make it a fun filled day despite the conditions.
Special thanks go to Pauline Hammond for help throughout the day and of course to 
our wonderful Judges; Pat Allport and Peter Wright for judging the Food and Drink 
classes and Pat Allport and Ruth Hurcomb for judging the Crafts and Junior classes.

Rosemary Trapp

Dog Show Report

There was a very strong field of entries for this year’s show with lots of lovely dogs and
their owners and all were extremely well-behaved.
As always judging was incredibly difficult with so many handsome, pretty, talented, 
obedient and not-so-obedient dogs to choose from and I do hope those who went home 
without a prize weren’t too disappointed. I would have happily given every single one 
a rosette.
But we did find a worthy Best in Show winner in Cocker
Spaniel Doug, ably shown by his handler Henry Perkins.
Doug qualified for the best in show class by winning the best
young handler, in which Henry showed us Doug’s repertoire
of tricks, including rolling over and playing dead (as long as
there was a biscuit on offer).
Second place went to handsome Bruce, the miniature English
bull terrier, with his handler Chayce and third to cuddly 
Teddy, a veteran Labrador, shown by Ada and friends.
Best looking dog was lovely golden retriever Luna. 
Special mention must go to Aymestrey’s champion biscuit-catcher, Tinker, who has 
reliably taken the biscuit catching prize many years running, combining unerring 
accuracy with flamboyant style. She is the one to beat for those eyeing the biscuit 
catching prize for 2024. Start practicing now!
I am planning to introduce a new class next year, which will be musical sits. Like 
musical chairs, but without the chairs. Dogs must sit when the music stops on a verbal
command from their owner – no touching. Another one to get in training for.

Helen Hamilton
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Don Griffiths
   January 8th 1942 to May 16th 2023

Don was one of the hardest working men, most of us will ever meet
and one we thought would go on for ever.  That’s why, when we
learned of his sudden death in the middle of May, it was a total
shock. His work ethic was legendry and somewhat eccentric, from
the start of his working life, in Kidderminster in 1957 and over the
next sixty-six years. There was, however, a lot more to Don than
that. The comments, in the great numbers of messages the family
received after his death sum him up beautifully: reliable, loyal,
funny, wise, generous, kind, hardworking, helpful, family centred, modest and a gentle 
caring soul. 
He was a man of contrasts too. Keenly interested, all his life, in motorcycle and car 
racing he also enjoyed the arts; the theatre; ballet and all kinds of music from pop to 
classics.  He had many friends to whom he was loyal and true over the years, in 
particular, his friend John who was left completely paralysed following a medical 
procedure, Don visited him twice a week without fail, driving first from Kidderminster 
and later from Far Forest to the Cheshire home in Cheltenham, come rain or shine for 
many years. He loved walking for hours in companionable silence with his friend Roy 
and their dogs, especially in the Lake District and more locally in beautiful 
Herefordshire, always ending their walks with a pint!  
Don loved his beautiful garden which, after his death, came into its own with lupins, 
peonies, geraniums, azaleas, poppies and clematis all coming into glorious bloom and 
his runner beans already well up the poles despite his constant battle with the rabbits.
He enjoyed an hour quietly reading in the mornings before setting off early to work, 
and many of you will know what Don’s idea of EARLY was!! You didn’t need an alarm 
clock if you lived near Don, as the neighbours were woken by the rattle of his ladders as
he set off, at the crack of dawn.
He had a social conscience; was an environmentalist and hated waste in any form. He 
wasn’t a saint by any means, but he was strong and firm in his beliefs – he was genuine
– what you saw was what you got with Don – no side to him at all.
Born in Kidderminster in 1942, Don was the youngest in a family of 3 sisters and a 
brother. He was always proud to say that he started work at the age of 14, having left 
school at Christmas, his job as an engineering apprentice started on January 1st shortly
before his 15th birthday on 7th or 8th January. His exact date of birth is a family mystery.
His birthday was always celebrated on the 8th and yet, when the family needed to get a 
copy of his birth certificate, it was dated the 7th. He eventually left engineering to start 
work in the open air, as a roof tiler.
Don and Marion married when they were both very young, he was 18 and Marion 20 
and they became parents a year later in 1962 when their first son, David was born, 
followed by Peter two years later. Over the years Don established his own roofing 
business, ‘Kidderminster Roofing’ and gained his reputation for hard work. In 1987, as 
his business progressed, they moved to a cottage on the edge of the Wyre Forest at Far 
Forest, a village on the borders of Worcestershire and Shropshire, where they both got 
very involved in the community and made many friends. There Don single-handedly 
built a two-storey extension to their cottage in just under a year.
In 1997 all the hard work had taken its toll on his body, with him suffering from 
arthritis and he was advised that it would be better to retire.
A few years before, they had acquired a terraced house on the Welsh coast which was in
the process of being lovingly restored by Don. So, they decided to downsize and move 
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there and to see how things would turn out for them. Over the next 18 months he 
worked tirelessly to upgrade and improve the property and make it into a lovely home.
They enjoyed their time in Wales, but because they felt so far away from their sons, 
David and Peter, who by now had graduated from their universities and were both 
living in the London area, they decided it would be better to move back over the border.
So, in 1999 they arrived at Corner Cottage in Yatton, which they bought with an 
unfinished two-storey extension which was open to the skies and a lot of work was 
needed to finish it, which of course was a project relished by Don. Again he worked 
hard and within a few months had turned it into an idyllic home. 
From day one they were made very welcome to the parish of Aymestrey. First Hilda, 
who ran the post office/shop, invited Marion to the WI, that meant that Don was 
involved too!  Next, Helen Roberts, a long standing resident of the parish, invited both 
of them to join the Parish Hall Committee, which was just getting underway again 
after being quiet for a few years.  
As they had so enjoyed being involved in Village Hall life at Far Forest, they were 
pleased to join and before long Don was happily helping out with jobs at the hall. Don 
then gained a bit of a reputation for doing general building jobs and was soon in 
demand all over the parish and beyond. He enjoyed his work so much that he carried 
on, despite having two hip replacements and a broken shoulder!
Don and Marion lived extremely happily in Yatton until 2013 but decided they needed 
to move as Marion was struggling with stairs. So, they moved to a bungalow in 
Kingsland, not being too far away from their many local friends and they have 
continued to enjoy Aymestrey social life and events. 
In 2021 they celebrated their Diamond Wedding
Anniversary with a weekend in Lyme Regis with all
their family. This was one of Don’s most favourite
things to do, as he took such pride in his
grandchildren, Bob, Daisy and Izzy.
Up to his death Don was in demand, to work all over
the Parish area - and beyond. He even went
“national” with jobs completed in Southampton,
Bristol, Kidderminster, Bewdley, Halesowen,
Birmingham, London etc. etc.

Today, as one travels through Aymestrey there are
examples of where Don has left his mark with
building works: starting at The Riverside Inn, Yatton
Court, Crown Cottage, the School House, The Old
Shop, The Cottage, The Thatched Cottage, Porch
House, Aymestrey Court, Romana and Aymestrey
Parish Hall. 

He has also left various tools and equipment all over
the parish where he’s worked.  If he’s left anything at
your place, please feel free to keep or dispose of it in
an appropriate way.

Thank you to everyone who donated to the Hereford Branch of The Salvation Army in Don’s
memory.  The magnificent sum of £874.00 was raised and this will be used locally to help people

who are struggling
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Mortimer Ward
Carol Gandy

Well  as  I  write  this  article  the  Summer  has  not  been
particularly good and I really feel for those families who have
been unable to get out and about during the school holidays or
who camped under canvas.

The group of residents and parish councillors looking at traffic
calming measures for Aymestrey, presented their initial proposals to the Safer Road
Partnership Officer recently and he praised the group on producing one of the best
plans for traffic calming that he had ever seen.  The group will take on board his
comments  and  in  the  meantime,  he  will  share  the  plan  with  his  colleagues  at
Herefordshire Council.

I continue to attend the Coffee mornings, in the Parish Hall, whenever I can but it is
more difficult now that I have a role in the Cabinet.  I have recently visited Halo at
Hereford and seen the good work they are doing in rehabilitating residents who would
otherwise have required to go to the hospital. These residents have got to know one
another quite well and spend a good hour after their session having a general chat
over a coffee.  Talking to them I think the chat over a coffee for those who live alone
does as much good as the gently exercise.  I have also met with Adult Social Workers
and Social Care Assistants which was very informative and hoping I will shortly spend
some time with a social worker talking to some of our rough sleepers in Herefordshire.
I  believe  it  is  important  to  speak  to  those  receiving  a  service  as  much  as  those
providing a service. 

We have formally accepted the official appointment of Herefordshire Council to be an
authority responsible for preparing a Local Nature Recovery Strategy under section
105 of the Environment Act 2021. As one of 48 responsible authorities whose county is
rich in natural resources, we understand the critical importance of preserving and
enhancing our local natural environment. 

The Rural Enterprise Fund will  see £1m made available over  the next  two years.
Businesses can apply for grants between £5,000 and £50,000 to purchase equipment
and undertake building works to assist their business growth. Applicants which can
include start-up business, farmers looking to diversify away from agriculture and a
range of rural based business must provide value for money and ensure their activity
with not harm the environment. If you think this is of interest to you, please contact
the Council’s Economic Development Team. 

The Council is working in partnership with Severn Wye Energy Agency to offer the
Home Upgrade Grant to pay for much needed energy saving home improvements to a
range of properties that are NOT on the mains gas grid and hard to heat, live in a
property EPC rating of D, E, F or G and have a combined household income below
£31,000 per year or on means tested benefits. To find out if you qualify call the Severn
Wye Team 0800 170 1432 or visit severnwye.org.uk/upgrade.

If  you  wish  to  contact  me  about  a  particular  issue  or  just  have  a  chat,  please  email
carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk,  telephone either 01568 780583 or 07792882133.   I  am
always happy to come out and visit you at your home if you feel that would be helpful.
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 Produce & Flower Show
The Aymestrey Produce & Flower Show, held in the Parish Hall for the third time this year, is be-
coming an important date on the local calendar.
In what has been an “interesting” weather year for gardeners, there were some wonderful entries, 
across the 24 classes. Only a short time before the Show some local gardener’s had been heard to 
complain that their tomatoes weren’t ripening, their beans were behind schedule or that their roses 
had been destroyed by heavy rainfall. However, with skill, experience and a bit of luck, they were 
able to come up trumps on the day.

The Rose Cup, for the best single rose in a vase, was won by Pauline Hammond. The Best in Show 
cup was won by Steph Dunn for her beautiful display of soft fruit. The winner of the Steven Price 
Cup was Philip Bright whose expertise with potatoes, runner beans and onions, to name but three, 
earned him top points across all classes. Other entrants challenging for the top spot were Dee Booth,
Steph Dunn, Ruth Hurcomb, Sam Hurcomb and Hazel Bows.
Huge thanks go to our judges for the competition, Pat Allport and Marion Griffiths, who had a 
tough job as competition was fierce in all the classes. Following the judging, the Hall was open for 
viewing of the entries and for afternoon tea. Roll on next year, when our wonderful local gardeners 
can display their skill once again.

Rosemary Trapp
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Aymestrey Parish Commons Association

To say the weather this summer has been inclement could be considered something of 
an understatement, haymaking during the second week of September being a 
testament to this. Although this has interfered with some of our planned work-parties,
it hasn’t stopped us completing many of our aims.

Two Black Poplars have been planted on the eastern end of Yatton Marsh, these are 
both males; we hope to give them some female company shortly. Black Poplars are one 
of our rarest trees, these will hopefully thrive in the damp conditions of the Marsh.

At the beginning of July, the Ballsgate ‘loop’ was widened as the Bracken encroached.
One rainy morning in late July saw a small but hardy group, widen the path on Yatton
Hill that runs from the N.W corner to the Deepmoor track, helping to keep back the 
Bracken and Brambles.

We hope to have one or two more work-parties this Autumn when the Bracken spores 
have become benign, willing helpers are always welcome, please see our Facebook 
page for more on this…. talking of which we have a new Facebook Group – Aymestrey 
Parish Commons Association. Please feel free to join our group where you can post 
pictures, report sightings and keep up to date with news about your commons. Our 
next committee meeting is on Tuesday 3rd October @ 7.00pm in the Parish Hall. All 
welcome. Don’t forget we have more information about our commons on the website;-  
apca@aymestrey.org

MB

Aymestrey History Group

Aymestrey is steeped in history, across the ages, so we are a group of like
minded people from the parish, intent on delving into the abundant stories

and archives of this parish. 
Please look at the display in the Church at Aymestrey

Any interesting old stories or interested individuals please contact
Chrissie Lawson -  clawson.oakwater@yahoo.com
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Notes From The Marsh
  4th March - 28th August 2023                      

own at the Bowls Club in August 
someone took a swig of beer – and got 

more than he bargained for – a wasp doing 
breast-stroke and a very swollen lip. ‘Tis the 
season to be pestered –
which leads me to the
massive topic of the
Hymenoptera.

D

This label for a huge
group of insects (7,500
species in UK, ants,
bees, wasps and
relatives) has often puzzled me. No, it’s not, as 
the more classical among us might suppose, a 
nod to Hymen. (The Greek god of marriage, he 
carried a torch (to see what he was getting 
into?) and a veil (to cover his blushes?)).  
Seriously though, ‘imen’ is the Greek for 
membrane while ‘ptera’ is the Greek for wing.  
Bees and wasps do not spend all their time at 
society weddings, though they may come to the
buffet afterwards. They are the ones with 
membranous wings. (So that’s torn that veil.)  
On to the beautifully marked red-and-gold 
European Hornet, a Yatton visitor for at least 
15 years, our largest wasp and until recently 
the only Hornet in the village/land.  Like all 
wasps, a predator on other insects as well as 
your picnic ham -  this is food for the young, 
not the adults, and helps to control garden 
pests.  40 years ago regarded as quite rare; 
whether warming climate, loss of woodland 
habitat or tempting human nest-sites have 
helped, they are now recorded much more 
frequently in Southern Britain. They were 
certainly tempted by my cottage, if not by me –
of which more shortly.

ut first - a word on the Asian Hornet, 
Crabro velutina. There is quite rightly an 

alert about these invaders, as they target 
honeybees as well as bumblebees so can 
devastate hives, and are only too likely to 

B

disrupt our ecosystem; they should 
therefore be reported if seen.
( www.nonnativespecies.org/alerts/asianhornet)

till, let’s put a few sensational myths to
rest.  No, they are NOT larger than our

European Hornets, they are smaller, and 
much darker. No, they are not recorded as 
‘deadly’ – unless you have an allergic 
reaction, in which case a wasp could do for 
you equally well.  Nor are they recorded as 
more vicious; if you disturb any nest, you 
are liable to be stung. However, YES – they
have much larger broods than the 
European; roughly 700 in a European 
Hornet nest but possibly 10,000 in an 
Asian – which would make them more 
dangerous if you bumped into a nest.

S

And no, none seen so far in Yatton or 
surrounds – but they have colonised 
France pretty thoroughly (country of origin
China) – they’re tough.  Keep a look out, 
locals! 

ack to repelling boarders – one dozy 
Hornet, in the window, was not much 

cause for concern; one dazed on the floor – 
blame the cat, he’s keeping bad company.  
Then three half-dead under the ash-pan… 
oh bother. One evening, behind my sealed 
bedroom fireplace, an unusual sound – not 
Father Christmas, it was
July – and not a buzzing bee.

B

More like a Hercules coming
in to land; scanning the
chimney vent, my heart
sank. Great golden hornets! Coming in and
out as efficiently as Lufthansa: in 6 
minutes, 24 out and 36 in.  If they’d stayed 
in the trees, they would have caused few 
problems, but they had to go.
I prefer to say, live and let live – but..not in
my bedroom!!  
(I intend to deal with the other 7,498 
Hymenoptera over the next 20 years – joke!
A buzz from time to time is beneficial, but 
let us have more honey and less pain.

 Susanna Checketts
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A shocking state of affairs!

Taken from a ‘Visitation made by the Reverend father in Christ John Trefnant by the 
grace of God lord bishop of Hereford, begun in the parish church of Burghill in the 
deanery of Weston on Monday the last day of April in the year of our Lord 1397 and in 
the eighth year of the consecration of the said reverend father (30 April 1397)’

Bishop of Hereford’s Visitation of Aymestrey Parish
(Decisions in brackets)

<> comment given
  AYMESTREY

The parishioners say that Jack Walissh and Lucy Norshe made a contract together in the present tense and 
have not had the marriage solemnised, by the fault of the said woman.
(the man absent; let them prosecute if they wish)
Next, that the same Lucy fornicates with Jankin Copener the younger.
(suspended; the woman appears, admits, abjures, to be beaten three times around the church; the man 
appears, admits, abjures, to be beaten three times around the church)
Next, that Jankin Wykes <he has died> fornicates with Margery Thony, <the woman at Ludlow>.
Next, that Jankin Phileppes fornicates with Agnes Yngeson. 
(both appear, they deny; they have purged themselves)
Next, Roger Wykes fornicates with Agnes Deyvykes <suspended> of Worcester, whom he keeps. 
(the man appears, denies since correction, to purge himself)
Next, that the inhabitants of the vill of Lingen refuse to repair the fence of the church- yard, especially the 
part for which they are responsible. (to defer in the hope of agreement)
Next, that William <suspended>, son of John Paty, fornicates with Isabel Ragedon <suspended> despite an 
abjuration previously made to the effect that they would never commit the sin between them except in 
marriage.
Next, that Jankin Paty, executor of Thomas Bore, withholds 9 pence bequeathed for the benefit of the 
church. (excommunicated because of manifest contumacy)

Acknowledgements
With thanks, for permission to quote and paraphrase from the following book.
Visitation of Hereford Diocese 1397 by Bishop John Trefnant
Edited by Ian Forrest and Christopher Whittick (transcribed and translated from the Latin)
Published by the Canterbury and York Society 2023     ISSN 0262-995X

The 1397 Visitation Record of the Diocese of Hereford is held at Hereford Cathedral Library and is the most 
complete such record in the United Kingdom surviving from the medieval period.

The English translation for the section on Aymestrey (folio 20 and folio 20v.) has been quoted and paraphrased. 
It is unclear why it shows under Aymestrey that Lingen had responsibility for some of the churchyard fence repair.

Glossary
Abjure: solemnly to renounce a belief, cause, claim or action.
Contumacy: the act of refusing to obey or respect the law in a way that shows contempt.
Excommunication: officially exclude from participation in sacraments and services of the church.
Purge/Compurgation: if the charge was denied, normally compurgation was ordered. This involved swearing 
an oath of denial before priest and 12 named neighbours in their parish church, whom must support that oath. If
this failed (or the crime was confessed) then public penance in the Parish was ordered – normally a humble 
votive procession - sometimes involving candles, sometimes penitential whipping or beating.
Suspended: case suspended against that individual.
Votive: giving honour to God, Christ, Saints.
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PARISH PEOPLE
Here are some details for people in the parish you might need to contact

     

PARISH COUNCIL

                Chair                                               Vice-chair                                           Clerk
 Ian Goddard     Helen Hamilton          Maggie Brown
    770251             709155    clerk@aymestrey.org

      Tel: 07398 222 310

Members
                        John Probert 708484     -      Domenica Dunne 07966103698 

      Eleanor Waldron           -      Mike Snoswell  (both via Clerk)
               Dan Hurcomb hurcombdc@gmail.com -   Nicola Luscott nicolaluscott@live.co.uk

                   Special Responsibilities 
Lengthsman:  Yatton Farm Services      Footpaths:  Dave Dunn 770224         

         Tree Warden:  Richard Hammond rjhammond500@btinternet.com             
 MMP Patient Rep:  Pauline Hammond pauline.hammond500@btinternet.com 708044.

Ward Councillor  
Carole Gandy 01568 780583 carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk

PARISH HALL
Chair: Steph Dunn  770224

Bookings & Tickets:  Steph Dunn 

CHURCH
Reverend Julie Read  708255.

     Churchwardens:  Meg Thorpe 07943046450.   Stuart Hutchings  01547540511,  07961117050

AYMESTREY MATTERS
Editorial Team  editor@aymestrey.org

Denise Booth 07434621260           Martyn Booth 07748604215

Aymestrey Website:   www.aymestrey.org       Ian Banks 770816 webadmin@aymestrey.org
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Mortimer Medical Practice

News from the Patient Participation Group
(PPG)

The focus at the moment is Flu and
COVID, the Department of Health changed the guidance recently and to rebook two 
thousand appointments again (still some available) is too much of a challenge so the 
clinics are remaining as: 

07th  Oct Leintwardine
14th  Oct Orleton (no change)- Fully Booked 
21st  Oct Kingsland 

We are starting our care homes and housebound as soon as we have all the vaccines in. 
Waiting on the COVID to appear on time and the flu is due later this month. Anyone 
who has not received an invite to book and falls into the category updated 30th Aug they
can give us a call to book.  

In line with advice from the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation 
updated on the 30th August 2023, those eligible for a flu vaccine this year include:
a. those aged 65 years and over (those who turn 65 years by 31st  March 2024 are eligible)
b. those aged 6 months to under 65 years in clinical risk groups
c. pregnant women
d. all children aged 2 or 3 years on 31 August 2023
e. school-aged children (from Reception to Year 11)
f. those in long-stay residential care homes
g. carers in receipt of carer's allowance, or those who are the main carer of an elderly or 
disabled person
h. close contacts of immunocompromised individuals
i. frontline workers in a social care setting without an employer led occupational health scheme
including those working for a registered residential care or nursing home, registered 
domiciliary care providers, voluntary managed hospice providers and those that are employed 
by those who receive direct payments (personal budgets) or Personal Health budgets, such as 
Personal Assistants

Those eligible for an autumn covid vaccine are:
a. residents in a care home for older adults
b. all adults aged 65 years and over (those who turn 65 years by 31st  March 2024 are eligible)
c. persons aged 6 months to 64 years in a clinical risk group
d. frontline health and social care workers
e. persons aged 12 to 64 years who are household contacts of people with immunosuppression
f. persons aged 16 to 64 years who are carers and staff working in care homes for older adults.

Could we make a plea with consideration when parking; we ask that patients do not 
park in the doctors slots at the surgery and please avoid the walls, fences and barriers. 
Please take care when manoeuvring so as not to hit any other vehicles that have 
parked. Please do not block access and egress for other cars or patients.
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DATES FOR DIARIES
2023

                   When                                                           What                                                  Where            
Mondays 7.00pm Carpet Bowls PH
Tuesdays 10.30am to 11.30 am Tea/Coffee in the Hall PH
Thursdays 8.00pm Sequence Dancing PH
Thursdays 9.30am to 10.30am and 
10.45am to 11.45am

Pilates PH

September
Wednesday 27th  7.00pm Parish Council Meeting PH

October
Sunday 1st 11.00am Holy Communion BCP Aymestrey
Sunday 1st 10.30 am Ramble in aid of Children in Need PH
Tuesday 3rd 1030am Macmillan Coffee Morning PH
Tuesday 3rd 7.00pm Commons Assoc Meeting PH
Friday 6th 10.00am Decorate church for Harvest Aymestrey 
Friday 6th 6pm HARVEST FESTIVAL followed by Harvest 

Refreshments
Aymestrey

Friday 13th 8.00pm Fun Quiz Night PH
Sunday 8th No Service
Sunday 15th  3.30pm Holy Communion CW Leinthall Earls
Friday 20th 7  for 7.30pm Film Night PH
Sunday 22nd 9.30am Open the Book Children’s Service Aymestrey
Wednesday 25th  7.00pm Parish Council Meeting PH
Sunday 29th 10.30am Benefice Service Aymestrey

November
Saturday 4th 6.00pm Bonfire and Fireworks Fete Field
Sunday 5th 11.00am Holy Communion BCP Aymestrey
Friday 10th 5 -630pm Drop off Autumn Fayre donations. PH
Friday 10th 8.00pm Fun Quiz Night PH
Saturday 11th from 11am Drop off Autumn Fayre donations. PH
Saturday 11th 2.00pm Church Autumn Fayre PH
Sunday 12th 10.50am Remembrance Sunday Aymestrey
Friday 17th  7  for 7.30pm Film Night PH
Sunday 19th 3.30am Evensong Leinthall Earls
Wednesday 22nd 7.00pm Parish Council Meeting PH
Sunday 26th 9.30am Open the Book Children’s Service Aymestrey

December
Sunday 3rd 11.00am Holy Communion BCP Aymestrey
Friday 8th 8.00pm Christmas Fun Quiz Night PH
Sunday 10th 3.30am Christingle Service Leinthall Earls
Friday 15th  7  for 7.30pm Film Night PH
Saturday 23rd 4.00pm Carol Service Aymestrey
Sunday 24th No Service
Christmas Day  9.30am / 11.00am Holy Communion  CW/BCP L’thall Earls /Aymestrey

Printed by One Stop Print Shop Leominster   Tel: 01568610095/610619  E: Leominster@osps.biz
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CHARCOAL BURNING in AYMESTREY

Charcoal pit and hut, Yatton Court, April 24th 1840, pencil sketches and watercolour

These sketches of a charcoal burner working in the woods behind Yatton Court were made 
by 26-year-old Elizabeth Jane Woodhouse Lewis on 24th April of 1840. 
Elizabeth lived at Yatton Court, which she had inherited from her grandfather John 
Woodhouse and was married to the Rev. Thomas Taylor Lewis, the curate of Aymestrey. 
She was a talented artist who was constantly inspired by the landscapes and historic 
buildings of the surrounding area and would have often been spotted sketching outdoors. 
On the back of her watercolour of this scene, shown below, which she seems to have 
worked up later using her sketches as a starting point, she noted the charcoal burner as 
being William Newman. He was probably known to her as he would have been one of her 
husband’s parishioners and was the son of Ambrose and Susannah Newman from Nether 
Lye. 
Just over 20 years later, William was described in the 1861 census as being a woodman 
living with his three young children Ambrose, Thomas and Mary at Woodhampton. 
Burning charcoal utilised skills that were centuries old and was an activity that had been 
central to the economy of the area when much of the local woodland was coppiced, trees 
being harvested and replanted in a rotational cycle probably to provide charcoal for the 
Bringewood ironworks nearby. The industry had declined in the area since the end of the 
18th century but charcoal would still have been in demand, for example, in the firing of 
lime, used to render stonework and whitewash houses. Quicklime was also used locally as a
soil improver and it’s still possible to see the remains of a lime kiln in Pyon Wood close to a
limestone quarry.
Elizabeth has recorded the scene with care. The chosen site needed to be cleared and 
levelled in order to build the dome-shaped clamp, which she has shown on the left ready to
be fired. The clamp was a circle of logs placed sloping inwards towards a central stake in 
order to create a chimney. Smaller pieces of wood were placed on the base of the hearth 
followed by increasingly larger pieces and the entire structure was then covered with turf 
in order to prevent oxygen from entering the furnace once it was lit. 
The burning process could take up to 10 days during which the clamp had to be watched 
day and night as even a small fire in the centre could ruin the end product, but a skilled 
charcoal burner like William could tell how long the wood would take to carbonise and 
would keep reinforcing the mound with turf and earth, if it showed signs of weakening. 
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He would also have understood how each species of wood produces charcoal with different 
properties. The charcoal burners usually worked in pairs and needed to live on site. 
Elizabeth has shown William sitting in front of his hut with a lamp placed on a table and a 
rauble or rake on the ground in front. He is probably lighting a pipe. The burners built 
temporary tent-like structures for themselves from strong sticks, covered with bracken and
turf and topped with old sacks. They would sleep on beds of bracken in front of a small fire 
in the centre of the floor and a central hole in the roof would act as a chimney. Behind the 
hut can be seen piles of neatly stacked timber and possibly windbreak screens.
Although the market for charcoal had declined by the 20th century, charcoal burners were 
reported working in the woods around Aymestrey in the 1940s in much the same way that 
Elizabeth recorded a hundred years earlier and it’s still possible to discern the flattened-
out spaces where they built these fascinating structures. 

Nicola Kearton

Ed; Thanks must go to Nicola for giving us the opportunity to reproduce these valuable sketches 
and watercolour. 
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AYMESTREY PARISH BONFIRE & FIREWORKS
   

SATURDAY 4TH NOVEMBER

To be held on the Fete Field, starting at 6pm with
fireworks from 6.45pm.
    Gates open at 5pm  

 Food and Refreshments Available

Tickets: £7, Under 12s £5 (under 4s free) Family Ticket (for 4) £22

Online Bookings~  www.wegottickets.com/aymestrey

Pumpkin competition, bring along your carved pumpkin, both
adults and children.   

     Prizes for the best entries.

http://www.wegottickets.com/aymestrey
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