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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Saturday 1™ December 1pm-Teme ValleyYFC Charity Bingo

Wednesday 12™ Tanuary 1.30pm— Parish Hall AGM
Saturday 249" Tanuary 7 for 7.30pm —Burns Night
Safurday 5™ March -Talgarth Male Voice Choir

PariSh N e BOard

FILM NIGHTS Parish Council

3" Friday in the Month , , ,
Meetings held in the Parish Hall

7.30pm
Meet at the Hall 7pm for Supper with ALL Parishioners are welcome to attend
Film starting at 7.30pm

FUN QUIZ

2" Friday in the Month
In the Parish Hall
8pm

Bring your pals or come along and
meet new friends

Carpet Bowls

PARISH PANTOMII\’(iQr)/(L
N
‘"Jack & Th6\>0)<:\4nstalk’

: o
Planning v~_Q\ " .y for early December.

Vo' CJ\Q > required in all rolls.
QO .1 :panto@aymestrey.org

Monday Evenings
@ Parish Hall
Pm
All welcome
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EDITORS’ PAGE

v ' elcome to the Winter Edition of Aymestrey Matters and
welcome also to all the new residents of this wonderful parish.
This is the end of our second year as editors and what two years!

' n a more sombre note we have recently had some tragic and
unexpected losses to our community and we give our condolences
to all those affected.

!ooking forward to next year: the prospect of returning to a degree
of normality, the return of lots of parish events and the vibrancy
of village life. Hopefully continuing the success of the last few
months.

estivities beckon! The time of over-indulgence and merriment and

the wonder of the Christmas Story. The time to pause and reflect
on the important things and it is the season of kindness and goodwill
to all.

Denise & Martyn

Please forward all articles, photos, notices and letters to
editor@aymestrey.org

As another year draws to a close A
we would like to give a big
‘Thank You’ to all the people who give freely of their time to
contribute to and to distribute this magazine. We couldn’t do
it without you all. Thanks again to Richard Partis for the
front cover.

We wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year


mailto:editor@aymestrey.org

Parish Council

Chairman, lan Goddard, reflects on Parish
Council doings and extracts from the Clerk’s
postbag.

I start by mourning the loss of Steve
Price of Yatton and Ian Lawson of Aymestrey Mill. Both taken without
warning, both good friends of Aymestrey, both huge characters who will be
missed. My sincere condolences to their families.

At its November meeting the Parish Council approved its budget for the
financial year 2022/2023 and its precept — the amount which will be
collected via the Community Charge. The gap between the budget
(£13,361) and the precept (£11,075) will be met from our reserves. Budget
details are published on our website- aymestrey.org. Look for Parish
Council/documents/financial.

This morning I was looking at the phone box, which had just been moved
from the road to the Parish Hall, thinking about the range of matters in
which the Parish Council gets involved . The budget does not tell the
whole of what the Parish Council does, just the items which cost money!

In addition to phone box removal, at our recent scheduled meetings we
have-

+ commented on planning applications, generally from the perspective
of protecting our environment and particularly the River Lugg;

* considered two applications for permitted development rights
(effectively notices of proposed development without opportunity for
public comment);

* debated the merits of leaving verges wild and the road safety
implications;

* agreed to fund the maintenance of several of our defibrillators; and
funded a student prize at Wigmore School.

Our regular diet includes directing works by our Lengthsman on
maintenance operations on our unclassified roads (not the A and B roads),
maintenance of footpaths in the Parish (we have a brilliant Footpaths
Officer) and maintaining our Good Neighbour Scheme.

We are currently engaging with the Herefordshire road safety officer and
the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Safer Roads Partnership to further
improve safety on the A4110 in the Parish.

In 2019 the Parish Council completed the Neighbourhood Development
Plan, which has a significant impact on local planning and is a ‘must read’
for all who are interested in our locality.



We are currently arranging a bench in Aymestrey churchyard and putting
one on the green in Leinthall Earls. The Parish Council contributes to the
cost of maintenance of the churchyards at Aymestrey and Leinthall Earls
and to Parish events. We are non-denominational: our contributions at
the churches are intended to enhance our environment for all.

So much for the regular business of the Parish Council. The Council is
also involved in some longer-term initiatives, not least facilitating the
creation of a Commons Association for Yatton Hill, Yatton Marsh and
Ballsgate commons and promoting further traffic calming measures in
Aymestrey village. The Parish Council has already completed a number of
such initiatives such as the introduction of SID, our own Speed Indication
Device (results at aymestrey.org). We are also trying to link with the
Environment Agency on the state of the River Lugg in the Parish.

Last, but by no means least, the Parish Council is, with the Parish Hall
and the PCC, one of the funders of the printing of Aymestrey Matters,
delivered quarterly without charge to every household in the Parish.

We are most fortunate in our Clerk, Mrs Maggie Brown, who looks after
our administration with style and efficiency. Otherwise, all the activities
noted above are achieved by volunteers: there is no executive to do the
work!

There are always opportunities for those who might wish to volunteer
without becoming Councillors or committee members and the phone

numbers and contacts are in Parish People ....

Ian

Aymestrey Good Neighbour Scheme
COOD @
Our volunteers are ready to support you by helping with NEICHEBOUR
everyday tasks such as:

Fetching prescriptions

Occasional lifts to the doctors or hospital

Shopping and running errands, such as posting a letter

Practical tasks around the house such as changing a light bulb or hanging a picture
Help with forms or letters

Help with a computer

Calling for a chat

If you need a volunteer then please call us on 07942 257541.

Leave a message if there is no reply and one of our volunteers will call you back.
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Here are 12 Christmassy quiz questions - one for each day!

1, How many ghosts appear in Dickens' A Christmas Carol?

2, Which country started the tradition of putting up a Christmas tree?

3, Christmas Island lies in which ocean?

4,  Inthe movie It's A Wonderful Life, what happened every time a bell rang?
5,  How many of Rudolph's fellow reindeers’ names start with 'D'?

6, Which Christmassy song plays at the end of the 1988 film Die Hard?

7, Which city has donated the Trafalgar Square Christmas tree since 1947?
8, In which pantomime does Buttons appear?

9, What colour suit did Santa wear until Coca Cola rebranded him in red?
10, Which Angel visited Mary?

11,  Miracle On 34th Street centres on what real-life department store?

12,  What colour Christmas did Elvis Presley have in 1957

How did you do?

See page 29 for answers
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CHRISTINGLE
SERVICE

St Andrew's Church,
Leinthall Earls

@3.30PM

Sunday 12" December

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE

@ St John the Baptist
& St Alkmund

AYMESTREY
@3pm
Sunday 19™ December
Followed by mulled wine & mince pies
) 4
@ J\ﬁ

DECORATION of CHURCH

A
ta77 2
\

for CHRISTMAS

Aymestrey Church
Saturday 18™ December
at 10am

8.00am Holy Communion CW

11.00am Family Communion BCP
@ St John the Baptist and St Alkmund

Christmas Day Services

@ St Andrew's
Leinthall Earls

Aymestrey

PLOUGH SUNDAY
AT
St John the Baptist and
St Alkmund, Aymestrey

Sunday 9™ January 2022

at 11am
Come and join in this ancient service which
traditionally marks the start of the Farming Year,
to include the traditional Blessing of the Plough




Aymestrey and Leinthall Earls

Churches
Rev. Julie Read

salm 121 starts I Iift my eyes to the

hills. From where does my help
come? My help comes from the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.....

..... we are surrounded by hills in
Aymestrey and Leinthall, they frame
the land and those who ascend them
know of the rugged strength and beauty
of creation. For some it is this immense
gift of creation that lifts their hearts to
one beyond us, who could imagine such
beauty and give us that gift. I know
that when I get too busy and the
routine of doing, crowds out the
simplicity of being and noticing God’s
presence around me I am less, not
more. | speak in the singular because I
can’t speak for others, ask them.... but
as a Church it is not for my salvation
that I am a part of the church, but for
our salvation — our world, our
community, our families, us.

‘ N ) e have been saddened by two
sudden deaths in Aymestrey

Parish over the last weeks — that of
Steve Price who had held a special
place in the hearts of the people of this
parish and we will miss his positive
kindness and gentle humour. Also that
of Ian Lawson who died in a road traffic
accident in Aymestrey, Ian was a man
of the land and an artist of renown,
though he held that very lightly and
our love we extend to Chrissy and the
boys as they deal with losing him so
suddenly.

Times like this stop us in our tracks
and make us look at our own lives,
reminding us that today is important,
in the present, not to live for tomorrow.

ymestrey Church sits as the

biggest communal building and
1s open each and every day for you to
go into and find some hush in the
rush of life. You will often find
yourself alone, but there will be no
telephones, or screens to distract
you, and you can sit and be, sit and
think, sit and pray. Please do use it,
it 1s yours and it is mine and it is
built to the glory of God.

would like to thank both Alexia

for organising and hosting the
Autumn Fayre for the Church,
drawing us together in friendship
and fun. I enjoyed cake, potatoes and
chutney along with buying a couple
of presents for the grandchildren.
Thank you one and all.
Also thanks go to Dan and his
amazing team for the wonderful
Bonfire and Fireworks evening.
There was such a positive and
enjoyable spirit there as families
gathered in the dark to enjoy food
and being families together. Thank
you also for the money raised, that
came to the Church Restoration
Appeal.



‘ N 7 e are on our way to replenishing ome and join us at Leinthall
the coffers after the big spend Christingle on 12" December at

last year on redecorating the church 3.30pm or the Carol Service at

and will be hoping that you will help us Aymestrey at 3pm on the 19%

with that. There will be a thermometer December or on Christmas Day 8am

outside the church to let you know how at Leinthall or 11am at Aymestrey

we are doing. and together we can give thanks for

The amazing account of Christmas the story of Christmas.

beckons us again, that the creator of

the world would entrust his Son, born With every blessing

as a baby, in the midst of the chaos of

the Roman Empire to a lowly servant Julie

called Mary.

Burns Night

Saturday 29" January

Aymestrey Parish Hall

/pm for 7.30pm

Piper and 3 Course Meal

Tickets £20 (to include a dram or glass of wine)

available from

Bron...joh@farming.co.uk or Steph...stephdunn@hotmail.co.uk



mailto:jbh@farming.co.uk

RngStered Charity 520932

Hello Everyone from a buoyant Hall Management Committee.

We are very excited to reveal the rejuvenated car park to you all....no more
MUD! We are sure you will agree that it is a vast improvement and once the
lines are in place there should be easy parking for at least 30 cars.

Of course maintenance at the Hall is ongoing and our fundraising efforts are
only successful with your support.

The Autumn season at your Hall has got off to a great start and there are, at the
time of writing, regular bookings most days and evenings. We have welcomed
back, the Monday evening Carpet Bowlers with new faces appearing, amongst
the usual players, including Martyn, Andy and Peter.

The Tuesday Coffee/Tea/Hot Chocolate Mornings have proved very popular and
are continuing to connect people, in our community, on a regular basis. Also back
in full swing, the Thursday morning Pilates classes and the Thursday evening
Sequence Dancers.

Teme Valley Young Farmers are also using the Hall for their monthly meetings,
as are Aymestrey Parish Council. We have hosted the Autumn Fayre for the
Church, the monthly Fun Quizzes and the monthly Friday Film Night which
have also started up again.

We will continue to provide community events, for fundraising purposes and the
recent Bonfire and Fireworks joint event with the Hall and Church,
masterminded by Dan Hurcomb, was one of these. It was a great success and our
thanks go to Mr & Mrs Hurcomb for the loan of the field. This may well join the
fete as an annual Aymestrey experience.

Look for the A boards outside the Hall advertising upcoming events like the
Christmas Quiz (8pm Friday 10™ December) and the Burns Night Supper
(Saturday 29" January). We are also happy to support Teme Valley YFC with
their Bingo Night (Saturday 11'® December) raising funds for West Midlands Air
Ambulance.
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More News from the Parish Hall....Anyone who has parked at the Hall recently
will have surely spotted the magnificent addition, in the form of the Aymestrey
Village Telephone Box. It was safely moved early one Sunday morning from its
old haunt deep in the roadside Leylandii hedge belonging to Walter Willmett.
Thanks to the help of Nick and Phil Willmett, Kiwi and Ian Goddard, who
masterminded the whole removal project on behalf of the Parish Council, the box
once renovated will, we hope, have a new lease of life as an Aymestrey Parish
Info Spot.

We are still mindful of the threat of Covid and provide hand gel on entry. We ask
you take a lateral flow test before coming to any event at the Hall if you are
feeling at all unwell. Mask wearing is currently voluntary and of course it is still
worth "considering the risks of close contact", particularly if someone you know
is clinically extremely vulnerable, or not fully vaccinated. Please note:
Government Rules may change, please follow All Current Guidelines.

The Hall AGM will take place on Wednesday 12" January 2022 at 7.30pm.
Please come along if you would like to find out more, or about being involved. We
would love to see you.

The Hall can be booked for your meeting, event or party via the Aymestrey
Parish website www.aymestrey.org or contact the Hall Management Committee
with your enquiry; via text on 07496 180332.

Steph
11
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Mortimer Ward
Carol Gandy

he road traffic accident which took place in

Aymestrey recently will have stunned the local
people, as the gentleman concerned was a local resident
and my sympathies are with his family and friends. 1
know how well respected he was.

As I write this article, I am not aware of the cause of
this particular accident but I can assure you that the Parish Council and myself
are working hard to improve safety along the A4110 through Aymestrey Parish
and we hope to be able to provide a progress report in the next edition of the
magazine.

he new Herefordshire Chief Executive is putting together a revised senior

management structure which is flatter than previous and should enable
money saved to be invested in services such as planning and planning
enforcement. However, whilst Aymestrey Parish sits within the River Lugg
Pollution Catchment Area, planning approval is proving difficult for some
residents.

At a Full Council meeting on the 8" Oct, we considered the Minerals and Waste
Policy which particularly affects Aymestrey due to Leinthall Quarry being
within the parish and a major producer of crushed rock and the sale of
aggregates. I was able to contribute to the debate on behalf of the residents of
Aymestrey Parish to provide some improvements to the Policy.

ou may well have read that Complete Utilities, the company working with

Gigaclear Broadband and responsible for actually laying the cable, ceased
trading at the beginning of November. Herefordshire Council is working hard to
complete the work where necessary, on safety grounds, which had already been
started by Complete Utilities. In those parts of the County where work had not
yet commenced or only just started there will now be a delay until a new
contractor is appointed. Officers are working hard to get a new contract in place
so as to avoid too much of a delay.

I am really pleased to see that the Parish Hall is almost back to normal with its
activities which are so important to the local residents and to the running costs

of the hall.

It was a joy to attend the Aymestrey Fete and to see so many residents having a
really good time. My thanks go to all those volunteers who worked so hard
organising the event.

12



As I have commented, I believe, in virtually every magazine article I have
ever written, the roads in Herefordshire, particularly around Mortimer
Ward are in a very poor state, and your Parish Council and local residents are
rightly pressing me to get potholes filled and sections of road resurfaced and I
will continue to do everything I can to improve the situation.

If you wish to contact me, please do not hesitate to email
carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk or telephone 01568 780483 or
07792882133
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[ Herefordshire
iad Wildlife Trust

Aymestrey Branch Meetings

We are pleased to announce that the 2021/22 season of talks will start on Thursday
27" January with the AGM followed by -

The Changing Fortunes of Britain’s Carnivores.
Lizzie Croose of the Vincent Wildlife Trust.

This presentation will discuss changing population trends and the status of Britain’s
carnivores, including Vincent Wildlife Trust’'s conservation and research programmes
on Pine Marten, Polecats, Weasels and Stoats.

24" February - Herefordshire’s Adders and other Reptiles
Nigel Hand, Herefordshire County Recorder for Reptiles and Amphibians.

Adders are non-aggressive creatures of considerable beauty, an integral part of our
countryside and there is now a greater appreciation of the importance of preserving
their habitat.

24" March - The Barn Owl, it’s Plight and the World Owl Trust.
Alan Peace of The World Owl Trust

Slide show about the ‘most beautiful but endangered owl in the UK’. Alan has been
‘involved’ with owls since 1971.

Venue — Aymestrey Parish Hall ~ Starts 7.30pm
Donation towards expenses — Members £2.50, Non-members £3.50

All welcome
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LEFTOVER TURKEY ~ RUBY MURRAY

A post-Christmas classic.

Ingredients
* 2 tbsp whole coriander seeds 1.
* 1 tbsp whole cumin seeds
* 3 tbsp vegetable oil

* 6 cardamom pods, crushed 2.
. * 3 bay leaves
* 4cloves

* 1 cinnamon stick

e 2 tsp dried chilli flakes

. * 2 lge onions, peeled & chopped
* 1 tbsp ginger, grated

Method

Lightly toast coriander and cumin
seeds in a dry pan. Grind in pestle
and mortar, set aside.

Heat oil in heavy-based pan over a
medium heat and add cardamom,
bay leaves, cloves, cinnamon and
chilli, until they crackle and release
their flavours. Add onion and sauté
for about 6 minutes, then add ginger,
garlic and the fresh ground

- * 4 cloves garlic, peeled & crushed coriander and cumin. Add curry
* 1 tbsp mild curry paste paste, tomatoes and tomato puree.
- * 2 x400g cans chopped tomatoes Turn up the heat, allowing to
* 2 tbsp tomato puree simmer for about 15 mins adding
" * 500g cooked turkey meat, cubed water if necessary
* salt & pepper, to taste 3. Add turkey, cook until hot. Season.
" * fresh coriander, for garnish 4. Garnish and serve with rice or
chapatis, raita and chutney.
|
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Aymestrey Parish Hall
Doors Open 7pm

\.r

Great Prizes!
Refreshments Available

|
|
I
i Eyes Down 7.30pm
|
|
I

I Raising Money for West Midlands Air Ambulance
(1143118) & Teme Valley YFC (513394)
.

MIDLANDS
AIR AMBULANCE CHARITY

Saturday 5" March 2022

at
Aymestrey Parish Hall

See Notice Board
nearer the time
for further details

Talgarth Male Voice Choir

parish.

Send your photographs by
31/08/22
editor@aymestrey.org

Going out for a Winter walk?

Don’t forget the 2023 Calender
with pictures from around the
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Ken Holland — Tree Warden

A Thought on Trees (and hedges)

There is a plan afoot, as part of celebrating the
Queen’s Jubilee next year and following the theme of

the world wide tree canopy, to have a Parish

Boundary walk in March.

We would meet at the Parish Hall, then minibus to

the starting point by Blue Mantel, where we hope to re-plant the old Battle Oak
that was there and was a Parish Boundary Marker Tree. The walk will then follow
the River Lugg up to Croft Ambery and along to Bircher Common where we hope to
plant a further 4 or 5 trees. Then returning to the Parish Hall for refreshment.
This will be sponsored by the Parish Council and whilst hoping to have a mini bus
to ferry participants so numbers will therefore be limited. If you are interested in
coming along please contact the Parish Tree Wardens. We are hoping to do further
Parish Boundary walks and plant more boundary tree markers but we are

struggling to find suitable accessible routes.

The Parish Council will now take on the planning of this and approach the various
land owners for permissions which will take some time we have the oak trees we

just need to secure tree guards.

Ken
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Autumn Fayre 2021

As the autumn leaves brightened up our shorter days, one day in particular lifted our spirits
even more!

All of us involved in the Fayre were very conscious of the levels of Covid in our area and with
this in mind we all thought it would be a bit quiet on Saturday 6th November. When | rang the
wonderful Joan Harding to ask if she and June Baxter were able to run the teas and coffees, |
voiced our concerns and Joan said " not to worry, we'll do the best we can on the day". She said
it with such conviction that it carried me forward with determination and positivity! She was right
by the way, we did our best and it was worth it!

Thank you, everyone who came on the day and supported us, buying what we had to offer.

Thank you, also, everyone who contributed in help setting up, manning stalls and clearing away,
not to mention supplying all the goods that filled the tables.

We made £770.10 for Aymestrey and Leinthall Earls churches and | am humbled by everyone's
kindness of spirit and generosity. How lucky we are to live in this community.

Alexia
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The History of the Christmas Tree

Long before the advent of Christianity, plants and
trees that remained green all year had a special
meaning for people in the winter. Just as people
today decorate their homes during the festive season
with pine, spruce and fir trees, ancient peoples hung
evergreen boughs over their doors and windows. In
many countries it was believed that evergreens
would keep away witches, ghosts, evil spirits and
illness.

Many ancient people believed that the sun was a god and that winter
came every year because the sun god had become sick and weak. They
celebrated the winter solstice because it meant that at last the sun god
would begin to get well and strong. Evergreen boughs reminded them of
all the green plants that would grow again when spring returned.

Early Romans marked the solstice with a feast called Saturnalia, in
honour of Saturn the god of agriculture. The Romans knew that the
solstice meant that soon, their farms and orchards would return to being
green and fruitful, so to mark the occasion, they decorated their homes
and temples with evergreens. Druids, the priests of the ancient Celts, also
decorated their temples with evergreen boughs as a symbol of everlasting
life. Whilst the Vikings thought that evergreens were the special plant of
their sun god, Balder.

16th century Germany is credited with starting the tree tradition as we
now know it; when devout Christians brought decorated trees into their
homes. Some built Christmas pyramids of wood and decorated them with
evergreens and candles. It is a widely held belief that Martin Luther, the
16th-century Protestant reformer, first added lighted candles to a tree.
Walking toward his home one winter evening, composing a sermon, he
was awed by the brilliance of stars twinkling amidst evergreens. To
recapture the scene for his family, he erected a tree in the main room and
wired its branches with lighted candles.

16



In 1846 Queen Victoria and her
German husband, Prince Albert, were
sketched in the Illustrated London
News standing with their children
around a Christmas tree. Unlike the
previous royal family, Victoria was
very popular with her subjects, and
what was done at court immediately
became fashionable—not only in
Britain, but also in North America.

The Christmas tree had arrived

Along side the Christmas tree we also have other ‘mystical’ greenery.

Holly and Ivy have been used for thousands of years as a symbol of
eternal life, rebirth and the promise of spring, due to it remaining green
through the long cold and dark winter nights. Some believed they had
magical powers warding off evil spirits such as ghosts and demons.
Religious meaning was later attributed to the physical properties of holly,
in particular its sharp leaves were said to symbolize Christ's crown of
thorns and its red berries the blood he shed.

Mistletoe was held sacred by the Druids and used in their winter
celebrations, it was seen as a symbol of fertility. Celts believed it had
magical healing powers, whereas the Romans viewed it as a symbol of
peace and friendship.

The origins of the tradition of kissing under the Mistletoe is uncertain,
possibly Greek, Roman or Norse. Becoming popular in Victorian times the
custom was to remove a berry from the branch after each kiss, when all
the berries were gone — no more kisses!

Whether Druid or Pagan, Celt or Christian, trees and greenery are an
essential part of Christmas decoration.

MB
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Steven John Price

31% January 1958 - 30™ October 2021

I was so grateful for the opportunity to write this piece in
the local parish magazine about my brother Steven Price
who has lived in Yatton all his life. He loved the area and
country life and continued to support and appreciate all his neighbours and the
people that he came to know.

He particularly enjoyed supporting others, whether it would be advice or
gardening, taking people to hospital appointments and giving support at any
time.
He loved attending all the local shows that were taking place, where he could
show his vegetables and produce. He would talk in fondness about the
competitions and that he was in it to win it.
Also supporting the church and helping charities, most recently the ‘Children in
Need’ walk which he was proud to have achieved, he was happy to be involved
and to have contributed. A friend and a support to everyone who knew him.

Di Farmer

Excerpts from Rev Julie Read’s Funeral address......

Steven was the eldest of 3 children born to Mary and Norman Price. They lived
at the Manor House, before moving into the family home at the Old Forge,
Norman being the oldest of 7 children and the home where he was brought up.

Steven went to Wigmore Primary and then Secondary School — he had to bike to
school; with many stories from this time, but the ones that were talked about
were smoking behind the bicycle shed and the time he landed side straddle
whilst achieving a pole vault! Even when young he would bike to his Grandads
at the age of 7, here he learnt that it was good to speak your mind.

Steve loved shooting and fishing and on one particular occasion, he hid a fish in
his pocket, but denied that he had been fishing. He found a dagger blade on an
Iron Age Hill fort on one of his travels.

Life in Yatton was special — there used to be a weekly van call, with a man called
Tubby Bolunt. A bread deliverer and a milkman every day — Dennis Turner
from Wigmore. The family owned sheep which all had names — ‘Mrs Brown’ was

18



the one, who although friendly, never failed to lead a merry song and dance
when moving her along the lane. Then there were the goats, making their way
back home, eating all the washing off the line. Fashionable hair cuts were given
in Yatton by a gentleman, Steven requested a style, that was agreed, but turned
out to be no different to his brothers.

He left school to work on the forestry, with Ron Corns from Leinthall Earls, then
went on to work at Aymestrey Quarry, then ARC Shobdon changing to Tarmac.
Working at Stretton Sugwas and ending up at the Gore Quarry in Kington. He
retired at 50 due to ill health.

Although Steve had illnesses that were very painful for him, he would never stop
his daily activities — love of wildlife and gardening. He was the best, having
learnt the skills from his Mum, who in turn had learnt from her mother during
the war. He really had green fingers for everything he touched. He gave good
advice on keeping indoor plants alive and helped others with gardening tasks.
He was a brilliant pruner. There was always a robin in the garden

He had many hobbies — love of machinery, tools and VW, with many happy hours
spent maintaining his tractors and machinery. He was always proud of his own
grown produce and he was keen to win, attending all the local shows, with many
cups and firsts to his name. He was immensely proud of his niece and nephews
and Alice attended one of the shows as part of her Duke of Edinburgh which
brought many happy memories. Steve also went with James to a concert in
London, again many happy memories.

Steve loved space and would collect all clippings. He loved space articles and
wanted to go to NASA. He got to Birmingham to the passport office, where he
discovered a caf where, he told the family- “it was a good price and lots of it”.
When he went back on another occasion, he was disappointed not to be able to
find that place again.

Steve was a card, he was a great support to the family, bringing a sense of
perspective — of the important things in life, not to get caught up and worried
over things that can worry and stop us from enjoying life. He knew just how to
lighten the day and to say the right thing to cheer you up. He had a lovely sense
of humour and with him there were so many laughs.

We are all going to miss Steve — its hard to sum him up, so I'm not going to —
Steve you were a very special person and we will all be glad that we have known
you, and hold you up as a model. I think we could all do with a little more like
Steve in this world.

Steve had a best mate - Stuart who died a few days before Steve. Some comfort
that they are together.

Rest in peace now Steve — you will not be forgotten.
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Recollections of a Retired Gardener

Jim Logan

|\ /I y first winter at work was in
the gardens of a huge

Victorian Psychiatric Hospital in

Nottingham, one of the old Asylums.

I recall the men I worked with

commenting on drear days “we’re the

daft ones out here in the cold”. 1t

was said without any conviction and

none of us would have swapped
places with the patients.

Most of these men (gardeners were

nearly always men in those days)
were gardeners, not from choice,

because after the war it was a job
opportunity for hard working and

often unskilled men. They retained
the habits and attitudes learned in

wartime service;

No. 1. never volunteer for anything.
No.2. the management, the bosses,

like officers were to be obeyed but
not necessarily respected.

No.3. ‘smoke-time’, most of the
men smoked and this was for me
as a non-smoker, a tedious ritual.
In the gloom of a winter
shrubbery in late afternoon ,
there was the often repeated
homily, about the third man to
light up being in the sights of a
sniper. In a battlefield in

Northern France perhaps, but not a

shrubbery in Nottingham, but old
habits... Indeed a lit cigarette is

remarkably easy to see in the dusk.
longed to get a chance to use the
big mowers that we had stored for

the winter, but spring would be a
long time coming as this was the

autumn of 1962 and the Big Freeze
soon set in and with it the routine of
salting paths, clearing snow and ice.

But the worst job of all; picking

Brussel Sprouts on the farm,
frozen under snow. The dress
code for this task, donkey jackets,
old gabardines, hessian sack
aprons and hoods too, if it was
actually snowing. Very Holbein.

here was no shortage of coal
in Nottinghamshire, nor at
that time, much thought of the
polluting effects of burning vast
quantities of it.
As we cleared frozen paths outside
there would be great wafts of heat
from open sash windows of ground
floor wards and offices and the
smell of institutional living. We
were definitely not the daft ones.
As the winter progressed a flock of
Waxwings came to eat the
Pyracanthus berries
and there was talk of
Wood Pigeons falling
dead from their night
roosts, starved and
frozen.
b 4 Outdoor gardening
_ was impossible with
%\\ the snow cover, so
after the morning
routine of salting
there might be greenhouse work;
taking Chrysanthemum cuttings
was enjoyable, less so was
cleaning greenhouse glass from
the inside with tepid soapy water
running down your arms. I spent
some time painting farm
implements with Red Lead, with
instructions not to get it on my
skin — but no gloves provided.



found that winter quite exciting In due course the spring weather

because of the severity of the did come, we cleared up the debris
weather, the men I worked with took  of frost damaged plants. I did get
it in their stride, like most things to go mowing and soon realised
they had seen it all before and worse  how boring it was. The mature
n 1947. Elms in the grounds flushed pink
As was the norm at that time we in flower.
gardeners and the tradesmen had to
‘clock in and out’ with no allowance I still enjoy winter gardening,
given for weather conditions. It was the satisfaction of being one of
demeaning having to queue up the hardy folk who can work out
waiting for a clock to release us into in all weathers but with the
the freezing gloom at 5pm. knowledge that I can return to a
However this work enabled me to warm house and a hot meal.
start Day Release and Evening
Classes in Nottingham and was the However I really wouldn’t relish
beginning of my time working in another big freeze like 1962 — 63.
horticulture.

Jim

Talking Turkey!

Did you know there are three main breeds of Turkey in the UK;
bronze, white and black. Each type has its own characteristics. :
The white has a subtle flavour with a large breast, short legs and a
clean-looking skin. This is the most popular breed of turkey. :
The bronze is named after their shimmering feathers, which

appear metallic in sunlight. They are a slower growing breed with

a full flavour, moist meat and a firm texture.

Finally there's the Norfolk black which has a more gamey flavour,
with a smaller breast than the white, but with a moist, succulent
meat with a fine texture.

The NFU Turkey Finder is live again this year, just enter a
postcode and see your nearest producers so you can buy local.
Find out more at: countrysideonline.co.uk/turkey-finder




Mortimer Medical
Practice

News from the Patient Participation Group (PPG); courtesy of Fiona
Harper, Practice manager.

Ayvmestrey Representative.

No one has yet come forward, from recent advertisement by Fiona, to join the
group and a representative is still needed for the Aymestrey area, anybody who
might be interested in joining this sociable friendly group whilst helping the local
community should contact Fiona, Practice Manager 01568 702000 or via email:

fiona.harper3@nhs.net

Appointments.
a 20™ Aug to 25" Nov there were 13538 booked appointments. 504 Did
Not Attends = 3.7%
b 1% Nov to 25™ Nov there were 4225 booked appointments.
168 DNAs = 4%

Covid Vaccination Programme.

The“Grab a Jab” held in Leominster on Sunday 21* November proved difficult.
By 7.30am a queue had already formed. The Clinic was not opening until 9.30am
and the Vaccine also ran out. As it was advertised on Herefordshire Council
website people from all over Herefordshire came, hence the large numbers.
Lessons have been learnt from this session.

Whilst local pharmacies are able to apply to become Covid vaccinations sites and
are operating in other areas, unfortunately, no local pharmacy in our area has
requested to do this.

In addition to pharmacies that are approved to vaccinate, Primary Care
Networks are able to provide vaccinations as long as no workforce or clinical time
is taken away from “normal” General Practice service.

In phase 1 of the vaccination, when we operated out of Bridge Street Sports
Centre, we were relieved of some contractual obligations and encouraged to
divert personnel to deliver the vaccination programme. We are now in a
completely different situation and are relying on staff working beyond their usual
hours at the weekend and volunteer vaccinators, marshals and administrative
staff.
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The Pfizer vaccine is the vaccine that is being used for boosters and has a
compulsory 15 minute wait after vaccination; so the only way to deliver as many
vaccinations, in the limited time we can operate, is to group together the small
number of vaccinators we have and provide clinics at the largest physical space,
with parking facilities and this is Kington. The vaccine can only be moved a
limited number of times and once it is at room temperature must be discarded
after 6 hours.

The National Booking System will only allow us to operate out of one site and the
National Booking Service was the only option for going forward, as the Surgeries
did not have the extra administrative capability to run a separate booking
system. Unfortunately, demand outstrips our capacity but we continue to make
every effort to vaccinate as many people as we can for as long as is needed.
However, increasing capacity or providing a more convenient setting for all our
patients is not within or power.

The National message unfortunately does not reflect the operational limitations
we have on the ground and thus the confusion to all and anger of our patients is
understandable. We continue to be grateful to all our staff who are working in
their time off while meeting their responsibilities in the working week in order to
protect our community.

Practice News.

Staff Update

(a) Dr Voysey will be retiring form the Practice in Spring 2022. Her
last clinic will be mid January. She and her husband have been
accepted as job share Locums in the NW of Scotland. We wish
Rachel well in her retirement and new venture.

(b) Dr Richard Baxter will become a permanent member of the GP
team in January 2022

(c) A new receptionist has started in Orleton and is called Clare.
Several Dispensary staff have all left the Practice so recruitment
1s in progress. Two new people will start in January one from
Leominster the other from Shobdon.

Maintenance is on going at Kingsland and Orleton with the least possible
disruption to patients.

Telephones. The practice is aware that there is a shortage of lines but
more can’t be added, as there aren’t the people to answer them. There has been a
lot of staff sickness so that could account for phones not being answered. The
Practice have started looking at a new Cloud based phone system which places
people into a queue and tells them were they are. This will also control the calls
and not send to an unmanned line.

Health Checks finish at age 75 because this is the guidance the Practice is
given by the NHS. The IT system won’t accept date of birth beyond the age of 74.
Letters are sent out when individuals reach 45 years inviting them in. Some
medical conditions are exempt.
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Corner House, Aymestrey

We’ve been here a year - and what a year it’s been!

By way of a short introduction, I'm Rob and my wife is Alison and together with our
two small terrier crosses took possession of the keys for the Corner House on
December 18" 2020 — the tail end of a very challenging year. On top of Brexit and
Covid, we were also going through the pain of trying the buy The Corner House — a
challenge in itself with ups and downs — but after much perseverance, we arrived in
Aymestrey on a wet December afternoon and finally at around 5pm gained access to
our new home...

I'm sure many of you have driven past The Corner House over the past few years,
while it has stood empty and wondered what was going to happen to it. Our first
encounter was in August 2020 when we first viewed the house and fell in love. Yes,
there was clearly work to be done (how hard could it be??) — but the potential was
oozing out of the walls — competing with the damp!

I think a combination of nervous energy — and exhaustion got us through the first
few days — and I have fond memories of a Christmas Day walk across the fete field,
up the hill at Pokehouse Wood, a short stretch of the Lugg — and then back for a
cheeky pint at The Riverside that confirmed we had not just made the right decision
— but possibly one of the best decisions of our lives. We knew we loved the house and
its gardens (and outbuildings) but we hadn’t fully appreciated just what a beautiful
part of the country this is. We felt truly blessed!
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Along with the countryside, we were touched by the local community who came and
said hello — cards from our neighbours and promises of Christmas Drinks “next year
if things are back to normal” — so I’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone who
has made us very welcome. With the restrictions that have been in place of late, there
are still so many people to meet — and we’re really looking forward to saying hello

properly.

Once Christmas and New Year was over, we formulated a plan for the “renovation”
and at that point the size and scale of the project hit home — but our level of
excitement motivated us to start at the beginning — and plough ahead. I'm not going
to bore you with a list of everything we’ve achieved this year — other than to say we're
delighted with progress... The ' '
“tractor house” is now our cosy
sitting room, the “over tractor
house” is now our bedroom — and
what was once an open space from
flags to roof tiles now forms our
“hall, stairs and landing” —
featuring a first floor for the first
time in the house’s history. It’s fair
to say that Alison and I have
learned a load of new skills over
the past 12 months!

I could go on — but what we’d rather do is show you what we’ve been up to — so with
that in mind, we’re extending an open invite to the local community to pop round on
the afternoon of Saturday 18™ December for Christmas Drinks / Nibbles — the front
door will be open from 2pm ‘til around 5pm — so please drop in and say hello. We’d
love to meet some more of you from Aymestrey and the surrounding villages so
please do call and see us and the house.

The Corner House, whilst still rough around the edges, has become a warm and
inviting home for us — and our love of it and the parish, has grown. Alison and I
would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Productive and
Prosperous 2022!

ps... If you’re thinking of dropping in, please let us know by emailing
hello@alisonarcher.co.uk — we won’t hold you to it, but it will give us an idea of
numbers! Also, parking is limited here at the moment — so if you can arrive on foot,
that would help enormously!

Rob
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PARISH PEOPLE

Here are some details for people in the parish you might need to contact

PARISH COUNCIL
Chair Vice-chair Clerk
Ian Goddard Helen Hamilton Maggie Brown
770251 709155 clerk@aymestrey.org
Tel: 07398 222310
Members
John Probert 708484 -  David Duggan 07790704674
Eleanor Waldron - Mike Snoswell (both via Clerk)

Domenica Dunne 07966103698 - Dan Hurcomb hurcombjd@gmail.com

Special Responsibilities
Lengthsman: David Williams Footpaths: Dave Dunn 770224
Tree Wardens: Ken Holland and Richard Hammond
Mortimer Medical Practice Patient Rep: vacancy

Ward Councillor
Carole Gandy 01568 780583 carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk

VILLAGE HALL
Chair: Steph Dunn 770224
Bookings & Tickets: Steph Dunn

CHURCH
Reverend Julie Read 708255.
Churchwardens: Meg Thorpe 780384  Stuart Hutchings 01547540511, 07961117050

AYMESTREY MATTERS

Editorial Team
editor@aymestrey.org

Denise Booth 07434621260 Martyn Booth 07748604215
Aymestrey Website: www.aymestrey.org Admin Ian Banks webadmin@aymestrey.org
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Notes From The

MaI'Sh Susanna Checketts
10 September — 24 November 2021

“They’ve got me surrounded, they're
tapping on my window — help! — the
Blue tit Bandits are in
town.”

(e

In fact, recent days &

/1

=
S e

have been fairly Lg
noisy in terms of bird

calls; this morning in

Kingsland, I hurried out of the car on
hearing a falcon protesting, as it was
mobbed high up by two determined
crows— almost certainly raucous
enough to be a Peregrine- possibly the
tiercel (male)- not quite as big as its
tormentors.

Across from the cottage a few days ago,
two Jays squawked their heads off -
Acorn wars? They are handsome birds
with their blue wing-flashes and rosy
bodies, but their Latin label Garrulus
glandarius makes it clear that they
won’t be singing carols either;— their
Somerset nickname is the Devil
Scritch.

By contrast, the Heron
paddling in the temporary
pool opposite has said
nothing whatsoever. They
too can screech and croak,
especially in their
heronries, and with

reason: they were popular
hunting and banquet
items in medieval times. (The poor
creatures were despised as cowards,
because they flew high to escape the
hawks.)

b W
‘*7' ‘v"' :
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Another annual invasion has begun;
total bag to date, downstairs: 3
Yellow-Necked Mice and one reckless
Wood-Mouse, none of them permanent
squatters. In September, upstairs; the
Yellow-Necks decided it was time to
make sure my nights were haunted, a
very modern nest of chewed plastic
bags (don’t they know about sustainable
housing?) was found in my wardrobe — a
further clear-out saw a mummified
Yellow Neck, as well as one in the trap,
by the crack in the wainscot. In
October yet another little idiot made
midnight hideous and must have
dragged the trap, rattling and banging
all the way, under the chest-of-drawers
— no mouse was visible, so may only
have been caught by the short and
curlies.

eedless to say, I can’t leave the

moths out: Autumn has not been
prolific, too many rainy nights- a
Dusky Thorn was a cheery gold &
orange entrant (most Thorns are fairly
yellow), while an Autumnal Rustic
triggered nostalgic memories of
Grandpa’s neighbour, Jim Cockbill at
his gate in rural Worcestershire —
“Hold out yer hands, missie” and 1
received a little mound of wrinkled
damsons and hazelnuts. On 25%
September I had the pleasure of finding
a Setaceous Hebrew Character in the
trap; a rather undistinguished grey &
black common moth with a splendid
name - but as I don’t read Hebrew, the
character remains mysterious!

So back to 17th September and my
last sighting of two Swallows
heading east at about 6.30pm on a
grey, gloomy eve —goodbye to summer,
welcome Jack Frost!

Susanna



Aymestrey Bonfire Night — 6™ November

We first thought about holding a Bonfire & Fireworks evening in 2020 when
the nation was emerging from one lockdown or another. The stage was set
for November 2020 but as September turned to October, it became apparent that
our efforts would be thwarted by the return of restrictions. Not to be perturbed,
we parked the idea and promised to
revisit it in 2021.

So in August of this year, we began
discussing the logistics of Aymestrey’s
first ever Bonfire & Fireworks evening
and how many people we could
realistically expect to turn up. After
much discussion, we set the success
mark at a hundred or so people and
began advertising accordingly.

An appeal (via Aymestrey Matters) went out for firewood and this was
answered from across the Parish and a huge thank you goes to all of the
individuals who made donations (both large and small). It is fair to say that the
eventual size of the bonfire far exceeded what any of us had thought possible! As
the fire grew in size, the ticket sales also boomed and a week and a half before
the event we had already well surpassed the bellwether mark of a hundred sales.

The morning of the 6™ November dawned with the news that we had sold out of
online tickets and we were expecting quite the crowd. Everyone assembled in the
field for 5pm and people were soon streaming in to grab a burger and a drink.
Teething problems aside, the bar and grill were in full swing from the moment
the gates opened, until the last firework went off and the many volunteers did a
fantastic job at keeping the queues moving. The fire was lit at 6pm and the
crowd enjoyed watching the blaze take hold (especially with the home-made Guy
on the top). Disaster nearly struck with the arrival of a light shower at 6:40 (just
before the fireworks were due to go off!) but we delayed until the shower had
passed and Aymestrey’s dynamic duo, of amateur pyromaniacs, soon got to work
setting off a brilliant selection of barrage boxes and rockets. It was amazing to
see the photos and videos of the display the day after (on the Parish Hall’s
Facebook page) and to hear the overwhelmingly positive reviews from so many
people. It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening for so many which raised well over
£1500 for the Parish Hall and Church. The only problem now is how to go bigger
n 2022!
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he evening wouldn’t have been possible without the help of so many and
thanks go to:

Gately Farms, Ludlow Skip Hire,
Mortimers Cross Building Supplies and
Yatton Farm Services for supplying
firewood and building the fire.

Teme Valley Young Farmers for covering
all the parking logistics.

The many volunteers who helped on the
bar or with cooking / serving food during
the evening.

John Probert for arranging for the field to
be mowed and moving his sheep to
accommodate the event.

Mr & Mrs Hurcomb for giving us
permission to use the land and Fibre
Heroes for their £200 sponsorship of the
evening.

St asIOt-ZAN ST 52

1, The ghosts of Christmas Past Present and Yet to come plus Jacob Marley - so 4.

2, Germany.
3, The Indian Ocean. .
4, An Angel gefts it's wings. I

5, 3 - Dasher, Dancer & Donner.
6, Let it snow! Let it snow! Let it snow!

7, Oslo, Norway.

8, Cinderella.
9, Green.
10, Gabriel.

11, Macy's.

12, Blue.



DATES FOR DIARIES

2021/22
When What Where
Mondays 7.00pm Carpet bowls PH
Tuesdays 10.30am to 11.30am Tea/ Coffee in the Hall PH
Thursdays 8.00pm (excepting last Sequence dancing PH
Thursday of the month Sept to April)
Thursday 7.30pm (last Thursday of Aymestrey Branch PH
the month) from January to April Herefordshire Wildlife Trust
Thursdays 9.30am to 10.30am Pilates PH
and 10.45am to 11.45 am
December
Friday 10™ 8.00pm Christmas Fun Quiz PH
Saturday 11" 7.00pm Teme Valley YFC Charity Bingo Night PH
Sunday 12" 3.30pm Christingle Service Leinthall Earls
Friday 17" 7.00 for 7.30pm Film Night ‘The Courier’ PH
Saturday 18" 10.00am Decorating the church Aymestrey
Sunday 19" 3.00pm Carol Service Aymestrey
Christmas Day 8.00am Holy Communion (CW) Leinthall Earls
Christmas Day 11.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey
January
Sunday 2™ 11.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey
Sunday 9" 11.00am Plough Sunday Aymestrey
Wednesday 12" 7.30pm Parish Hall AGM PH
Friday 14™ 8.00pm Fun Quiz Night PH
Sunday 16" 3.30pm Evensong Leinthall Earls
Friday 21* 7.00 for 7.30pm Film Night PH
Sunday 23" 9.30am Open the Book Children’s Service Aymestrey
Wednesday 26" 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting PH
Saturday 29" 7.00 for 7.30pm Burns Night PH
Sunday 30™ 3.00pm Vivaldi, Gloria Concert then Afternoon Tea | Aymestrey Church / PH
February
Sunday 6" 11.00am Holy communion (BCP) Aymestrey
Friday 11" 8.00pm Fun Quiz Night PH
Sunday 13™ 11.00am Holy Communion Aymestrey
Friday 18™ 7.00 for 7.30pm Film Night PH
Sunday 20" 3.30pm Holy communion (CW) Leinthall Earls
Wednesday 23 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting PH
Sunday 27" 9.30am Open the Book Children’s Service Aymestrey
March
Sunday 6™ 11.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey
Friday 11" 8.00pm Fun Quiz Night PH
Sunday 13™ 11.00am Holy Communion Aymestrey
Friday 18" 7.00 for 7.30pm Film Night PH
Sunday 20" 3.30pm Evensong (CW) Leinthall Earls
Wednesday 23" 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting PH

Sunday 27" 9.30am

Open the Book Mothering Sunday Service

Aymestrey




@@ ‘Autumn in Aymestrey’

Countryfile Ramble for Children in Need

On a beautiful warm October morning 22 walkers gathered at Aymestrey Parish Hall
for an Autumn Ramble, — a 4 mile circular walk taking us alongside the River Lugg,
through woodland, over fields and down lanes.

We returned to the hall to sample delicious soups and cakes, raising an amazing £225
for Children in Need. Thank you everyone for your support!

Printed by One Stop Print Shop Leominster Tel: 01568610095/610619 E: Leominster@osps.biz



Film and Food at Aymestrey Parish Hall

In the shadow of the cold war a letter from Oleg
Penkovsky (Merab Ninidze), an agent of the Soviet
Union, is received by MI6, stating the concern of
Penkovsky about world safety and his anxiety about a
nuclear war. So Emily Donovan (Rachel Brosnahan), a
CIA agent, reaches out to MI6 agent Dickie Franks
(Angus Wright), who recruited British salesman Greville

Wynne (Benedict Cumberbatch) to be their spy.

Food £5 at 7 pm / Film £5 at 7.30pm

Please let us know if your coming for food (Canapes,

veggie options) 01568 770816 or on the Aymestrey

website.org or via nextdoor.co.uk

HAY MADRIGALS
CHAMBER CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA

VIVALDI, GLORIA

Mozart, ‘Jubilate Deo’ and ‘Dona Nobis Pacem’

Handel, ‘As Steals the Dawn’ and ‘Their Sound is Gone Out’

Aymestrey Parish Hall

Christmas Quiz

Friday 10" December @8pm
Teams of 4 (£2pp)
£20 cash prize for winners
Refreshments & Raffle
Prize for Best Xmas Jumper

Entry free with a retiring collection

Aymestrey, Leominster, HR6 9SU

(-
Church of St John the Baptist and St Alkmund a

Sunday 30" January 2022, 3.00 — 4.00
Followed by afternoon tea

info@haymadrigals.org
Sweep away the mid-winter blues with glorious music — all welcome!



	Parish Council
	Steven John Price
	31st January 1958 - 30th October 2021
	I was so grateful for the opportunity to write this piece in the local parish magazine about my brother Steven Price who has lived in Yatton all his life. He loved the area and country life and continued to support and appreciate all his neighbours and the people that he came to know.
	He particularly enjoyed supporting others, whether it would be advice or gardening, taking people to hospital appointments and giving support at any time.
	He loved attending all the local shows that were taking place, where he could show his vegetables and produce. He would talk in fondness about the competitions and that he was in it to win it.
	Also supporting the church and helping charities, most recently the ‘Children in Need’ walk which he was proud to have achieved, he was happy to be involved and to have contributed. A friend and a support to everyone who knew him.
	Di Farmer
	Excerpts from Rev Julie Read’s Funeral address……
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