


 

    

Model Railway Club 

We are currently looking for a venue to host
the club, as the parish hall’s back room is

currently unavailable. If you can help please
contact Ken on 01568 770367.

Saturday 17th July from 1pm

Tea/Coffee at the Hall
Come and join us for the new weekly social event

Meet new people, have a chat, all parishioners welcome
Starts Tuesday 10th August 10.30am to 11.30ish

Parish Council

Meetings are once again held in the
Parish Hall

ALL Parishioners are welcome to attend

PARISH PANTOMIME

‘Jack & The Beanstalk’
Planning underway for early December, 

further volunteers will definitely 
be required

FILM NIGHTS
Plan to return on 

Friday 15th September
Meet at the Hall 7pm for Supper with 

Film starting at 7.30pm

  

FUN QUIZ
RETURNS!

Grand Re-opening
Friday 8th September

8pm
Bring your friends



EDITORS’ PAGE
rom Tuesday the 10th August the Parish Hall Committee are starting 
a new social event. We will be serving teas and coffee and definitely a 

biscuit or two!
F
This is open to everyone who lives across the parish. It will be a weekly 
event, starting at 10.30am and initially there will be no cost.
This is a chance to meet people and chat.

ichard Partis, as usual, has produced a colourful and seasonal front 
cover. Our thanks to him as always.R
ur Fete returns! Lots of time and hard work goes into organising and 
running the fete, this year with more stalls and activities than ever 

but not forgetting the Produce Competition, Duck Race, Tombola, Bowl a 
Pig and the chance to win a coconut! 

O
Please support; all proceeds to Parish Hall and Church funds.

reat to see things starting to open up. This is the first time, as editors
we’ve been able to fill the ‘’Dates for Diaries’’ page!G

  Denise & Martyn

Please forward all articles, photos, notices and letters to
 editor@aymestrey.org

DAN’S OPEN MIC NIGHT @ AYMESTREY ON 17TH JULY

There will be an open mic night after the Fete in the same field.
The Event kicks off at 7.30pm.

There will be a Licensed Bar and Hog Roast.
Some excellent acts are already lined up and it promises to be a really enjoyable do!

Entry will be free and further details will be advertised soon.
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Thoughts from a 
Retired Gardener
Jim Logan 

t's mid April, we're walking in 
Barnett Wood above Wigmore, 

it's a bright sunny day but not 
warm, the clear blue sky wafting 
an arctic draught over the country.
Cold dry air is not conducive to 
insect life and so our mission 
today, to see Pied Flycatchers, in 
this oak wood,
is probably
futile. They
won't arrive
until there are
flies to eat.

I

here are though resident birds,
Nuthatches and Greater 

Spotted Woodpeckers and in the 
tree canopy groups of tits probing 
the swelling buds. It's managed 
woodland, most of the trees are of 
much the same age suggesting that
it was clear felled in the past. I 
haven't seen any veteran trees but 
a passing walker points out a 
Small Leaved Lime, one of several 
in the wood, an indicator of ancient
woodland and likewise the 
woodland floor has carpets of Wood
Anenomes. It's eerily quiet other 
than the Woodpeckers drumming 
and a mewing Buzzard. It needs a 
warm south-westerly wind and 
rain to enliven it. The unsettling 
emptiness is enhanced by the 
sound of an unseen Raven 
croaking over towards Wigmore 
Rolls.

T
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his is not a 'wildwood', but 
there is wildness here. I'm 

aware that if I was to fall here and 
lay undiscovered then the Raven 
would quietly descend and without
malice pluck out my eyes for her 
breakfast. With that thought in my
mind we walk on, carefully.
The only migrant birds that we see
are a group of Blackcaps picking 
over Elder and Hazel twigs.

T

s we exit the wood a male 
Sparrowhawk glides away 

before us and then sits glaring in a
Holly. There are Chaffinches here 
in the hedges and in the mature 
Sycamore. In the leaf litter below 
is a discarded pint beer glass, 
remnant of a wedding reception on 
this field two years ago which my 
son informs me was 'carnage', 
carnage in a nice way I think.
The view over Wigmore Castle and
beyond Wigmore to woods at 
Gatley and Croft Ambrey, is of a 
tamed and claimed landscape, all 
divided and subdivided, the end 
result of centuries of skirmishing 
both physical and legal over 
territory and property.

A

he Vale of Wigmore now 
drained and farmed was a 

marsh in times past and millennia 
before that a lake, the Glacial Lake
Wigmore, which eventually 
drained through Downton Gorge. 
It doesn't require much 
imagination to visualise this ice 
age landscape especially in this 
chilly northerly breeze. History 
will repeat itself, not withstanding 
the very real and present threat of 
global warming. In the future the 
balance of our fluctuating weather 
patterns will tilt increasingly to 
the cooler and the glaciers will

T



reform, grinding down the valleys 
over this pastoral landscape with 
no more regard to ownership or 
boundaries than the Ravens or 
Deer, in these woods, have. The 
slate wiped clean for a new 
beginning.

y descendants,
should there be

any, will have long since
migrated south.

M
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he Raven was probably the 
first to colonise this land as 

the ice receded about 7000 years 
ago and will probably be the last to
leave when it returns.
As we trundle away home, open 
topped in the sun through this post
glacial landscape we're happily in 

the moment, spotting Linnets 
in the Downton hedges and 
listening to Skylarks. Now in 
late May, hoping for rain, I 
should have been careful what 
what I had wished for.

Jim Logan

T

Aymestrey Good Neighbour Scheme

Our volunteers are ready to support you by helping 
with everyday tasks such as:

 Fetching prescriptions
 Occasional lifts to the doctors or hospital
 Shopping and running errands, such as posting a letter
 Practical tasks around the house such as changing a light bulb or hanging a 

picture
 Help with forms or letters
 Help with a computer
 Calling for a chat

If you need a volunteer then please call us on 07942 257541.
Leave a message if there is no reply and one of our volunteers will call you back.



Steph’s Quiz

1. The Farne Islands lie off which English county? 
2. Guy Garvey is the frontman of which English band? 

3. Founded in Amsterdam in 1873 which Dutch company is the worlds 2nd largest 
beer brewer? 

4. Which author invented the game of Pooh Sticks? 
5. Hawkes Bay is a wine region in which southern hemisphere country? 
6. Name the tallest waterfall in the world  
7. What was the name of the Lone Ranger’s horse? 
8. The term 'gregarious' describes a person who is fond of what? 
9. Which fictional character lives at Apartment 3D, 344 Clinton St? 
10.What was his alter ego called? 

Answers inside back cover...

*  *  *  *  *

his verse of poetry from Blake’s poem best describes the English countryside in the 
month of May, perhaps not so much this year, as everything seemed to stall in the cold 
frosty nights of April.  Once the May rain departed then the green woods did laugh 

when the Green Woodpecker called and for me, as I made my way through the local woods and
gazed at the wonderful bluebell carpet and smelt the delicious wild garlic and May blossom, 
the madness of the world seemed very distant. The shades of spring green never fail to 
mesmerise me and then the cuckoo calls.

T
 Of course, ‘When the Green Woods Laugh’ is also the title of a book by HE Bates and one of 
his Pop Larkin tales – well worth a read, you may have seen the successful television adaption
of the Larkin stories in the 1990s. 
I hope like me you will be able to take a moment to savour this wonderful part of 
Herefordshire.

The Laughing Song   -by William Blake

“When the green woods laugh with the voice of joy

And the dimpling stream runs laughing by

When the air does laugh with our merry wit

And the green hill laughs with the noise of it”

Steph Dunn
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Ruth Scamp

The Parish Hall re-opened for activities on Mon 17th May and we were very 
pleased to immediately welcome back the Monday Night Carpet Bowlers.
Equally welcome, the Thursday Morning Pilates classes and the regular Parish 
Council Meetings are once again up and running in the Hall. Although things 
seem to be getting back to normal some still seem to be a little cautious. We 
though, are staying very positive and looking at a variety of future events for 
everyone's enjoyment.
The Thursday Night Sequence Dancers are hoping to start dancing again on 
Thursday 1st July 8pm - 10pm.
During this last lockdown, the only time the Hall was open to the public was for 
The Police & Crime Commissioners Election to which I thought not many would
turn up but it was said they had a very good day.
There are plans to start a weekly Tea & Coffee in the Hall, a regular get together
on Tuesday mornings. Look for the notices in this edition and especially watch 
the Notice Boards outside the hall nearer the time.
The Quiz Nights are taking a short break over July and August and so the first 
quiz of the Autumn will be Friday 10th September 8pm -prompt start. It will be 
so good to have everyone back in the Hall, amidst the fun and banter with the 
quiz master.
Burns Night. Yes the Committee will be hosting a Burns Night on 29th Jan 2022 
with a real live Piper (who is a member of the Cheltenham Pipe Band). This 
night will be by ticket only, so watch out for future information on this at a later 
date.

Ruth.

A Big Thank You

Lorna and Claire would like to give a big thank you to everyone who helped
raise  £511 for St Michaels Hospice in memory of their Mum 

Helen Roberts
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Mortimer Medical
Practice

News from the Patient
Participation Group (PPG)

The latest "virtual" meeting of the PPG was held on 29th April, so there is news 
here from that meeting, but also later updates regarding COVID Vaccinations 
communicated to members from Fiona Harper, the Practice Manager.

Uptake in vaccinations by invited MMP patients between 25th February - 29th  
April was 97.8%, an excellent result.  The NHS National Booking System will 
soon have SAXTON HOUSE in Hereford as an option to receive a vaccine for the 
Under 40s. Bridge Street in Leominster will be drawing down through the month
of June, but there will be additional clinics for those who have had their first 
vaccine a little later, so please do not worry.  If you had your first vaccine at 
Bridge Street, you will receive correspondence from the Practice regarding 
scheduling your second, which can now be offered at the 8-week point.  The 
practice is working hard to get links sent or phone calls made to those who don't 
have mobiles, as clinics are scheduled.  As you may be aware, Under 40s and 
pregnant women are being offered the Pfizer vaccine; the practice does not have 
the Moderna vaccine.

Vaccination Passport  (text directly from the Practice):
 
In preparation for the requests that may arrive in general practice regarding 
requests for Covid vaccination status, Patients should be aware that we are 
unable to issue this certificate at the practice. Proof of your vaccination status 
will be available on the NHS app. This app is also valuable for accessing your 
health records and ordering repeat prescriptions The NHS app can be 
downloaded from https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/nhs-app/id1388411277 for iPhone
or https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nhs.online.nhsonline for 
android.

Alternatively you can call the NHS helpline on 119 (from 17 May) and ask for a 
letter to be posted to you. This must be at least 5 days after you’ve completed 
your course of the vaccine, the letter may to take up to 5 days to reach you.
 
Please see https://www.gov.uk/guidance/demonstrating-your-covid-19-vaccination-
status-when-travelling-abroad for further information.
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General Practice Data for Planning and Research by NHS:
(text directly from the Practice on 26 May, 2021):

From 1st Jul 2021 the NHS are planning on using data from General Practice 
about Patients. It is primarily to improve services and for planning and research.
Patients can opt out by contacting reception. What we can’t do is exercise the 
‘right to be forgotten’ under article 17 of GDPR as the NHS and General Practice 
together with other public sectors such as Police and Prison services are exempt 
from this and we cannot erase data or delete records unless they are incorrect. 
Please contact the surgery if you feel you have an incorrect entry in your records. 
The YouTube video link below explains it more fully.
 https://youtu.be/YLi9gh7RyLA
 
For further reading please use this link -  General Practice Data for Planning and
Research: NHS Digital Transparency Notice - NHS Digital. 
We have updated our website with this information  under the ‘News’ tab. We 
have also updated the newly released privacy policies.

Additional updates from the practice  27/05/21:

I have done more research on the Data gathering and found this link 
https://www.nhs.uk/your-nhs-data-matters/manage-your-choice/
 
As an update to my previous email Opt out of the Data gathering by the NHS 
patients must do this themselves through either the NHS portal in the link, 
phone 0300 303 5678  or by post.
 National Data Opt Out
Contact Centre
NHS Digital
HM Government
7 and 8 Wellington Place
Leeds
LS1 4AP
 
Reception will be happy to help if anyone is having problems, but they can’t do it 
for them.

ONE MORE IMPORTANT NOTE:  Dr. Black would like to reach out to patients 
with the following plea; the Practice is very stretched at the moment.  They are 
providing 3-4 staff per clinic at the HUB and some staff are even volunteering on 
their days off.  Much more work is coming from secondary care, as their waiting 
lists also grow.  The Practice Staff would just ask that Patients show 
consideration and patience when dealing with those trying to offer them 
assistance.  

Susan Burke, PPG   MMP
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Church Notice Board

         
  Come and join in the ancient 

    LAMMAS DAY celebrations at    
St Andrew’s, Leinthall Earles at
10.30am on Sunday 8th August

 As we give thanks for the first 
of the wheat crop and to thresh 
and winnow and to grind it and 

make it into dough to take home 
to bake. 

We give thanks for the many
blessings of our lives and the 
life of the countryside all 

around. 

     
  DECORATION OF THE
CHURCH FOR HARVEST 

     St Alkmund, Aymestrey
         

    Friday 1st October at 10am

        xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

             All contributions of Flowers, Fruit and   
Vegetables would be most welcome and 
 gratefully received. After the    
service all harvest produce is    
donated to The Old Vicarage  
Residential Home at Wigmore, as 
 we have for a number of years, 
 they are always extremely   
 grateful and thank everyone for 
 the wonderful harvest produce.
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Advance Notice
HARVEST FESTIVAL

ST ANDREW’S
LEINTHALL EARLS

Sunday 19th September
3.30pm

      

           

          HARVEST FESTIVAL   
           SERVICE

          St John the Baptist and 
          St Alkmund, Aymestrey      
              Friday 1st  October
                 at 6.00pm

 

         THE HARVEST FESTIVAL 

 is followed by 
  HARVEST SUPPER in the 

 Parish Hall (Tickets - Meg 
 Thorpe or Margaret Probert)



Aymestrey and Leinthall 
Earls Churches
Rev. Julie Read

lowly, slowly things are beginning to 
return to some kind of normality and 

we are used now to going outside to sing 
our hymns, you may hear us, if you listen
carefully. 

S

We had a whole service outdoors for 
rogation at Eardisland Church and said 
prayers facing North, South, East and 
West for the land and the farmers. we 
also appreciated the churchyard that 
surrounds the church there.

he month of May is the time when we
think further afield and pray and 

contribute toward the work of Christian 
Aid. The work they do including the 
support to farmers in places such as 
Tanzania and the Sudan. We had a coffee
morning in the grounds of Leinthall 
Church and it was lovely to see some new
residents and some old friends, over a cup
of coffee and some lovely cake. Thank you
to Joan, June, Bronwyn and Stuart for 
organising that, with proceeds being sent 
to Christian Aid.

T

une is passing quietly and I am 
looking forward to conducting 

weddings again, we have six weddings 
booked in the benefice over the next 3 
months. Because Kingsland Church is 
closed for repairs, some of those weddings
are coming to Aymestrey, so we look 
forward to bells and happy days ahead. 
Henry Thorpe is getting married in July, 
we wish him every blessing in the future. 
The wedding is not local, but the 
reception is and Meg and Chris have 
offered the use of the marquee for a 
Sunday Lunch in July. Thank you for all 
you do Meg for the life of the church in 
this parish!

J
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ev Katie the Curate will be ordained
Priest in the cathedral on July 3rd 

and will be presiding at her first 
communion service the following day in 
Aymestrey Church at 11am. I hope you 
will come and share in this special 
service for her and for us, she will then 
be able to take communion services and 
conduct weddings for us here. It will also
be the penultimate service for Peter 
Greenfield, our pastoral assistant, who 
has been with us for this last year 
(mostly in lockdown!!) We wish him well 
as he continues his journey of 
exploration into where God is calling him
to serve. He has particularly enjoyed 
coming to Leinthall Earls and has often 
played the piano for the services as well 
as preached there. Thank you Peter for 
all you have done whilst being here and 
we wish you well as you journey on.

R

n August we will be going on a 
journey round the parishes and will 

be coming to Leinthall on the 8th 
August at 10.30am for a Lammas 
Service, where we given thanks for the 
first of the wheat harvest, a loaf is 
made from the wheat and used for our 
communion service. There will be 
hands on threshing and winnowing, 
and we should end  with some freshly 
made dough to take home. Do come and
join in the fun. I hope that by 
September there will be more 
normality in our lives and I look 
forward to seeing you over the Summer
at one of the social activities. 

I

Every blessing. Julie



Mortimer Ward
Carol Gandy

opefully we are now well on our way out of this
awful pandemic and that we will experience no

further lock downs which are so damaging to residents
mental health, schooling and the economy. Aymestrey
parish is so fortunate to have a dedicated group of
volunteers who have supported you all, during this past
18 months.

H

Road surfaces around Aymestrey Parish continue to
deteriorate and many are in a very poor state. The Portfolio Holder has decided 
that only about 30%, for the next 3 years, of the capital budget for Balfour Beatty
will be spent on road resurfacing, compared to almost 70% previously and that 
the other 70% will now be divided between drainage projects and bridge repairs. 
His thinking is that if laying water cannot be kept off the highway, then it is a 
waste of money resurfacing roads, as the water will just lift the tarmac once 
again. I recognise that this is a controversial decision but I do understand the 
logic behind this. However the outcome, of this decision, is that the resurfacing 
budget has been cut by 40% and only two carriageways in the whole of Mortimer 
ward will receive any significant resurfacing.  

 am aware that the parish council chairman has met with the Portfolio Holder
for roads, to discuss the state of Ballsgate Lane and the Lye road which are 

particularly bad. It is essential that residents continue to report potholes via the 
website as some of our C & U roads are not frequently inspected by Balfour 
Beatty, in fact many of the U roads are only inspected annually.  You can also 
now, via the Herefordshire Council website app, report fly tipping and upload a 
photograph of it, if you wish to do so. 

I

Aymestrey Parish falls within the River Lugg pollution catchment area and at 
present there is a huge problem with phosphates polluting the river.  The effect 
of this is that any planning application in the ward has to strictly comply with 
criteria set out by Natural England.  In essence this has meant that a number of 
applications have either been refused or put on hold at the present time. This 
situation is unlikely to change until Herefordshire Council has an acceptable 
Nutrient Management Plan. 

erefordshire Council has appointed a new Chief Executive, Paul Walker, 
who commenced with the Authority at the beginning of May. His previous 

post was in Harrow and prior to that he was in Copeland.  
H
Finally, as summer approaches, let us hope for fine weather and that many of 
the events that Aymestrey puts on each year will once again be able to take 
place, bringing such pleasure to the local community. 

If you wish to contact me please do not hesitate to email 
carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk or telephone 01568 780483 or 07792882133
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Saturday 17th July 
From 1pm

With the kind permission of Mr and Mrs Hurcomb the fete will, once again, be held at 
Yatton Court Park, the field just to the side of the lodge. All current covid regulations 
will be adhered to, with face masks to be worn where necessary.

We are planning a bigger fete this year with most of the usual stalls but with the 
addition of new attractions including a Dog Agility Display, with the chance to have a 
go, craft stalls, a miniature Steam Engine and a Vintage Tractor Display alongside the
MG classics. There will be refreshments in the form of  Teas, a Cider tent along with 
the Hog Roast. Arena events will include children's races, fun dog show and the Tug of
War competition.

Contributions for the stalls, volunteers and help with setting up most welcome.

Start time is 1pm with an opening drive round of Vintage Tractors and Classic MGs 
followed by a Dog Agility Display at 1.30pm. Children’s games start at 2pm with the 
Fun Dog Show starting about 3pm followed by the Tug of War.

Entries for the Produce Competition will be accepted from 10am to 11.30am and will
be judged by the start of the Fete.

Competition Schedule Overleaf 

Donations / Contributions Please

   Produce Stall – cakes, preserves, garden produce etc -to the stall on the day
   Plant Stall – plants of all kinds please – to the stall on the day
   Bottle Stall –  all your spare bottles to Lower Yatton Farm – week before if poss
   Bric-a-brac Stall – books, puzzles etc – to the stall on the day

Fete Preparations
Please meet at the Parish Hall 10 am Friday 16th July  -all help most welcome.
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Saturday 17th July

Produce Competition Schedule

Rules
1. Horticultural Exhibits – MUST be the property of the exhibitor and 

grown on their land.
2. Home Produce and Craft – All Exhibits MUST be the work of the 

Exhibitor. All items previously entered will not be eligible. 
3. Entrance fee by donation please.
4. All exhibits to be staged on the day of the show, between 10am and 

11.30am. 
5. Judging will start at 11.45am. The marquee will be reopened for 

viewing shortly after 1pm. 
6. The judges’ decision is final.
7. No exhibit may be removed before 4pm. Items not collected by 5pm 

will be disposed of.
8. Face masks required at all times whilst in the Produce Tent, unless 

restrictions are eased.

   Could the Winners of all trophies from last year please return them to
the Produce Tent on the day.

(Best in Show -- Rose Cup -- Joyce Pugh Cup for Cookery) 

14



Produce Competition Schedule
Classes
Vegetables & Fruit Preserves
1.  3 white or red potatoes (washed) on a plate 18.   A fruit or flower cordial
2.  2 courgettes on a plate 19.   A jar of savoury preserve
3.  3 runner beans on a plate 20.   A jar of sweet preserve
4.  3 onions on a plate 21.   A home-made fruit or alcoholic beverage
5.  5 Dwarf or French beans on a plate
6.  3 beetroots on a plate Craft
7.  3 carrots on a plate 22.   A handmade item, any material 
8.  1 cucumber on a plate 23.   An item of knitting or crochet
9.  3 tomatoes on a plate 24.   A photograph of a landscape
10.  A selection of soft fruits (Maximum 3 
types) on a plate

25.   A photograph of my pet
26.   An original painting or drawing

11.  Quirkiest vegetable  
           Baking

27.   A coffee and walnut sponge

Flowers 28.   A loaf of bread

12.   A single rose in a vase 29.  Three scones on a plate

13.   Vase of perennials, mixed varieties, from
my garden

    

14.   Vase of 5 sweet peas (any colour)   Junior Section
15.   Vase of 3 dahlias (any variety)  Please state age on all exhibits

16.  A hand tied bunch of fresh herbs (in 
water)

30. An animal made from fruit and or 
vegetables

17.  Aymestrey Matters mystery seeds 31.  A decorated paper plate
32.  Model made from recycled materials

New Competition – Open to all ages
33.  Scarecrow competition – Bring your scarecrow to the Cider Tent at 1pm (Those under
16 years please state age on entry)
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       17th July
   Fun Dog Show Rules             

                         Starts at approx 3pm

1. This is a fun show first and foremost
2. The Judges’ decisions are final
3. The competition is judged under local rules as determined by the judges (Not 

Kennel Club!)
4. All dogs to remain on a lead 

Classes

1. Best young handler (under 12 years)

2. Most adorable puppy (12 months and under)

3. Handsomest Male dog

4. Prettiest Female dog

5. Best handling- judged on the agility course 

6. Worst behaved – judged on the agility course

7. Best in Show (chosen from winners of the above classes)

Polite and Important Notice

Out of consideration to other visitors to the Fete and to the livestock that will graze
the field later PLEASE CLEAN UP AFTER YOUR DOG at all times .
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Notes From The 
Marsh
 7th March- 5th June 2021

oth Mania rules OK!!   At the 
start of June, the Moth Trap 

season  commenced, with a gaggle of 
newcomers to my list. Common but 
spectacular is the Poplar Hawkmoth: 
not as flamboyant as some, in shades 
of grey (no sex, please, they’re British 
– and they don’t feed either!)  They 
have salmon-tinted antennae and 
some have warm russet patches on the
inner side of the wing.  Several dozy 
specimens clung to my fingers and 
reluctantly clambered onto the lilac 
tree.

M

As always, moths have names to 
conjure with – Treble Lines, Flame 
Shoulder, Small Phoenix.  Silver 
Ground Carpets are common but 
elegant, black markings on a clear 
white background.  People ask if they 
eat carpets; not guilty, they simply 
look like carpet designs. The same 
goes for the Muslin Moth - it will 
never leave you without a stitch to 
wear. (However, Cockchafers can be 
pests in forests and orchards - and in 
my moth trap, where I’ve had 8 in at a
time, not to mention the odd 
dung beetle and caddisfly.) 

eanwhile, up in the chimneys, 
the Honeybee story continues.  

It made me very sad to have to 
summon Leominster Pest Control. I 
welcome flying visits, but a hive 
behind my ‘sealed’ bedroom fireplace 
was over the top. Several clusters of 
bees walked dopily round my 
windowsill; it was unnerving to hear 
nightly buzzing.  Having stuffed any 

M

cracks with sarongs and the like, it 
was time to harden my heart.
If the queen had been accessible, they 
could have been collected – but they 
were way up the stack.  I speculate 
that a swarm had issued from the 
disused back stack and proceeded in a 
leisurely manner to the main one, the 
lazy lot. (My friends and I had actually
seen a previous swarm spiral down 
into the hedge, a lovely dark bee-
bunch hanging from a twig, perhaps 
10,000 bees; ‘worth a load of hay’ as 
the saying goes.)

 quick round-up of spring – in 
mid-March a large bossy hare 

was seen chasing off two crows – show 
of strength, or leveret protection?  
Chiffchaffs began to chiff, frogspawn 
appeared, and a Sparrowhawk came 
hunting, causing a kerfuffle in

A

a mixed wave of Chaffinches, Bluetits, 
Yellowhammers and a Robin.  The 
first Swallow was spotted on 15th 
April, while a Cuckoo called from the 
hill on the eve of the 23rd – and all 
morning yesterday (4th June).  
Blackcaps are burbling, Willow 
Warblers are melodic, thrushes sing 
haunting repetitions; Yellowhammers 
are still lamenting a rural diet – ‘a 
little bit of bread and no cheese’ is 
their traditional song.     

fter a surging flight out of the big 
conifer by a nameless owl, the 

glorious supermoon of 26th May rose 
large and golden; bloodcurdling 
screams from a nearby vixen were 
enough to raise the hairs on the back 
of one’s neck!  More recently, a flight of
about 45 Canada Geese (introduced in 
the 17th century) honked its way low 
across the Long Coppice - never a dull 
moment in this lovely valley.

A

Susanna Checketts
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Parish Council 
Chairman, Ian Goddard, reflects on Parish 
Council doings and extracts from the Clerk’s
postbag.

Parish Meetings

ay was the time for Annual Meetings of both the Parish and the 
Parish Council.M

The Annual Meeting of the Parish was held on 5th May on Zoom, while 
the permission to do so was in force, the Council thinking that people 
might still be nervous about face to face meetings at that time. Apart from
Parish Councillors, two members of the public attended.
The regulation permitting Parish meetings to be held by video has now 
expired hence the May Parish Council meeting was held in person in the 
Parish Hall, compliant with covid regulations. While it was odd to have 
everyone dotted about the room, I believe that all who attended felt 
comfortable with the arrangements.
I mention this because, until further notice Parish Council meetings will 
all be ‘live’ in the Parish Hall.  I emphasise, that they will comply with all 
covid regulations and invite all who are interested to attend if they can.  

One has to concede that more Parishioners attended meetings held by 
Zoom than have traditionally turned out at the Parish Hall meetings.  I 
am keen to maintain that momentum and welcome more Parishioners to 
meetings in the Hall.  After all, the discussions which take place and the 
decisions made by the Parish Council affect all of us locally.
Dates of meetings are displayed on the notice boards and on the 
aymestrey.org website and in Aymestrey Matters magazine

Parish Councillors

t the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council I was elected as Chairman
for another year and Helen Hamilton was re-elected as Vice-

Chairman. Dan Hurcomb has been co-opted as Councillor, filling the space
left by Annaly Goodwin’s resignation.  I welcome Dan to the Council and 
look forward to working with him.

A

Ian Banks has resigned, after a period as a Councillor marked by his 
involvement with both Parish Plan and Neighbourhood Development 
Plan, with several iterations of the website and generally looking after our
IT. His wise counsel and his ability to get things done have been much 
valued and I extend the Council’s thanks to him and my personal 
appreciation of his time as Councillor. Happily he has offered his help on 
Parish projects should it be required.
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Unclassified roads

acilitated by our Ward Councillor Carole Gandy, she and I had a Zoom
meeting,  to suggest a road repair scheme, with Herefordshire 

Councillor John Harrington, who has responsibility for infrastructure, 
including roads. 

F
Repairs to roads are the responsibility of the County Council and we are 
all aware that on the minor roads bad drainage is a major factor in 
causing damage.  Repairs done, are at best haphazard, generally partial, 
often temporary and soon needing to be repeated.  I was suggesting that 
one way to break this unsatisfactory cycle was to have a three-year plan.  

Year one; for the Parish Council to ask for the co-operation of the roadside 
landowners to maintain and even improve the drainage next to their land 
(which is generally their responsibility in any event) and to plan the work 
along with Balfour Beatty, who manage some of the responsibilities for 
Herefordshire Council.  Year two; to implement the plans and agreements 
on drainage.  Year three; the reward, the road being resurfaced by 
Hereford Council.

he idea was well received, perhaps because it chimed with Cllr 
Harrington's stated priorities for 2021-22 which are drainage and 

bridges rather than road surfacing.  Cllr Harrington welcomes any 
involvement of the Parish Councils in engaging with landowners to 
organise drainage but as expected, he was not in a position to commit 
Herefordshire budgets three years away. But the seed has been sewn and, 
to mix metaphors, every journey has a first step.

T

It is intended that I now have a meeting with Mr Bruce Evans, the 
Herefordshire Engineering Manager, to discuss the state of unclassified 
roads in the parish and the proposal.  While Mr Evans will not have the 
budget needed without more, he will have influence over what is required.

Ian 

Become a magistrate in Herefordshire
Staffordshire and West Mercia Advisory Committee is seeking applications from those 
interested in becoming a magistrate on the Herefordshire Bench, where new magistrates are 
needed in the Adult Criminal Court.
These are voluntary positions; you do not need legal training or formal qualifications to 
become a magistrate and we are looking for applications from across the county. 
Magistrates are not paid (although some allowances can be claimed) and successful 
appointees must be able to attend training and sit in court for at least 13 days a year – this is 
a minimum requirement.
Anyone between the ages of 18 and 65 may apply. Applications are particularly welcome from
members of Black and Minority Ethnic communities, people under the age of 50, people in 
paid employment and people with a disability.
If you are interested see: www.gov.uk/become-magistrate or email swmjco@justice.gov.uk
Applications for the Adult criminal court open on 1st August 2021 and close on September 10th

with interviews being held later in the year. Prior to submitting an application at least one 
observation visit must be made to a magistrate’s court, each visit should be for a minimum of 
half a day. Magistrates will tell you what a worthwhile and rewarding position it is. 
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he year was 1996 and we had rented a
house in Montelimar for a summer 

holiday with our children and two of their 
friends.

T
As we needed to have a car there, we 
decided it would be cheaper than buying 
seven airplane tickets and then hiring a car,
to drive. However the problem was that 
our car would not seat us all, so we hit on 
the idea of sending the three eldest girls 
ages 14 & 15 by train and then meet them 
at the station of our destination, having 
driven down. A friend would put them on 
a train at Ludlow and they had tickets that 
would take them all the way to their 
destination. They would board the Eurostar
at St Pancras bound for Lille. Once there, 
all they had to do was cross the platform 
for the southbound train to Montelimar. 
Mobile phones were rare then and very 
expensive, I had one which I only used for 
travelling alone in my car, so they could 
contact us on that, en route. We made sure 
that they had plenty of money for food and
drinks and magazines etc.

e headed off to catch the ferry with 
the two 9-year-old boys. W

Our first stop in France was at a motorway
services to fill up with petrol. While my 
husband pumped, I queued up at the busy 
counter to pay, boys in tow. After much 
wrangling about ‘fancy’ French 
confectionery, I paid for the petrol and two
ice lollies and off we went.
It was only when we got to a toll booth 
that I discovered that my wallet was 
missing, which contained a large amount 
of cash and my credit cards. We decided to
turn back and see if I had left it at the 
service station, but nothing. I then recalled 
a Romany lady and a mass of kids 
swarming around us when I was paying 
and surmised that perhaps this was when it
had gone missing. 
We dusted ourselves off and headed south 
again hoping to catch up on lost time. 
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e were just north of Lyons and 
doing well and praying that the 

girls were also, when the phone rang. It 
was our eldest daughter Violet calling us 
from a payphone on the station platform to
tell us not to worry, but they had failed to 
get off the train at Lille (they swore it 
never stopped!) and had ended up in 
Brussels. This nearly made our hearts stop 
as we had recently heard on the news that 
the police in Belgium were trying to track 
down a paedophile ring who were 
targeting teenage girls.

W

omehow, they’d managed to 
persuaded the station master to allow 

them to travel back to Lille and give them 
tickets. Once they got to Lille, they 
discovered that the last train of the day to 
Montelimar had departed. This was the 
moment at which they called us! 

S

We felt utterly helpless of course. If we 
drove up to Lille, it would already be near 
to midnight by the time we got there. 
However, Violet reassured us that they had
made friends with the girl at the ticket 
office and that she said that she could help 
them. They would go and talk to her and 
call us back. We waited on the verge of the
motorway, as we were worried that we 
might lose signal on our phone, if we 
moved. 

n the meantime, our son had got bored 
and decided to climb out of the window 

of the car onto the roof and commenced to 
beat on the roof like a monkey; on the side 
of a busy motorway, I ask you? His friend 
who was thankfully still in the car 
remarked “I think Joshua is having a panic 
attack”!  Having coaxed/dragged him back
in, our phone rang again, it was Violet, to 
tell us that the girl in the station, whose 
name was Emmanuel, a university student,
was the 19-year-old daughter of the station
master and doing some holiday work for 
the summer. She said that she would pay 
to put them up in the Station Hotel 
overnight and give them tickets for the 
train to Montelimar in the morning.

I

Holiday Abroad or Holiday Nightmare?



e were astounded by her kindness 
but obviously wary, but Violet gave

us her telephone number so we could 
speak with her and then before she hung 
up, she told us that there was another 
problem…what else could go wrong we 
wondered?

W

Apparently, when they had left the phone 
box after first calling us, they had 
inadvertently, left all their passports in the 
phone kiosk and when they realised and 
went back, they were gone!
At this point our younger daughter Lydia 
came onto the phone and said “Mama, I 
feel faint”!
I pleaded with her to stay calm and said we
would speak with Emmanuel.
We felt sick with worry and berated 
ourselves for having hatched such an 
unwise plan. We called Emmanuel and 
introduced ourselves and thanked her 
profusely for offering to help. She brushed
us off with ‘C’est normal’. She then 
reported that a kind lady had found the 
passports and handed them in at the station
ticket kiosk minutes earlier.

mmanuel then explained that she had 
booked a family room at the Hotel 

and that she would personally escort them 
there and leave instructions with reception 
that they were not to leave the hotel. 

E

She would come back a little later with her
boyfriend and take them out to supper and 
return them to their room. The following 
morning, she would collect them and see 
them onto the train and call to inform us of
its arrival time. When I tried to express our
thanks, she just kept repeating “C’est 
Normal”!
You would be right in thinking how could 
they trust a complete stranger? All I can 
say is that I trusted her voice. I offered to 
arrange for a transfer of money but she 
insisted that we could deal with that later. 

e drove on to Montelimar and our 
holiday house and waited in 

trepidation for a call from our daughter’s 
friends’ parents…they had been very 
anxious about letting her go on the trip in 
the first place.

W
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Of course, we had to explain what had 
happened but I have to admit, we told a 
white lie and said that they were being 
taken care of by the Head lady at the 
Tourist office. They told me later that they 
went out to dinner that night and never 
spoke a word to each other in the car, such 
was their fear.

ater that night the girls called from 
their hotel room. They said that they 

had a really fun evening and that 
Emmanuel and her boyfriend had shown 
them around the centre of Lille and taken 
them to a hamburger joint for supper and 
then seen them back to their room.

L

The following day my husband collected 
them at the station and brought them back 
to our house, they were in high spirits and 
full of stories of their daring adventure! 
We slept well that night.

t the end of the holiday, we put the 
girls on the train (yes really!)  armed 

with gifts and money for Emmanuel and 
this time, all went according to plan.

A

We kept in touch with Emmanuel for 
many years and exchanged Christmas 
cards.
Although it was a parental nightmare, the 
likes of which we would not wish on our 
worst enemy, it was a heart-warming 
moment to realise that there are still some 
kind hearted souls out there.
God bless Emmanuel.

P.S. the following year we enjoyed a 
trouble-free holiday on the Welsh Riviera.

M.H.



 

.

Ken Holland – Tree Warden

A Thought on Trees (and 
hedges) 

The Value of Trees.

ow the perspective on trees has 
changed over the years …..H

Centuries ago trees were highly valued as 
a crop, they were the raw materials which 
not only gave us our transport (carts, 
carriages and stage coaches and latterly 
train carriages) , our houses, our 
furniture, our tool handles and for many 
our foot wear but also our navy and all our
foreign trading ships, fencing material and
fuel.

It is really only over the last hundred 
years or so that they have fallen out of 
use for many things and so things, that 
once were known, have now long been 
disregarded as they have become less 
valued and their properties forgotten: for 
instance Elm does not rot in water and so
was used as the keels of ships (I think it 
was even used in ancient times to build 
man made islands called Crannogs and 
some of these date as far back a Neolithic
times which were built in lakes and 
wetlands).

ther trees had properties of being 
light weight and flexible/springy, for 

instance Ash, so were ideal for making 
cart chassis and frames. Black Poplars 
have a fire retardant property so were 
used as floor boards in the upper storeys 
of country houses, in case a servants 
candle should topple over. Others used 
for fencing and making wattle again 
going as far back as Neolithic times. And 
of course as they fell out of use, their 
value and the need to preserve them 
declined, which today threatens many of 
our native species. 

O
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Genetic Testing Black Poplars 

art of our ongoing local scheme of 
repopulating Black Poplars(BP’s) is

using a tree lab in Shropshire to 
genetically check the specimen trees, 
we are using as stock trees, to ensure 
that they have not hybridized with 
other poplars and so to ensure the 
saplings we are using are true BP’s. 
Each Tree Warden in North 
Herefordshire has been tasked with 
locating any BP’s in their parish and 
identifying what sex they are. 

P

way back in the 70’s a similar 
survey was done which identified 4

such trees in Aymestrey Parish – one 
we know has succumbed to the 
elements and was blown down a few 
years ago – but we have attempted to 
replant a new tree nearby . The other 
three remaining ones, I was able to 
locate and identify as all being male – 
they have red catkins in the Spring -  
all look in good health and are probably
between 100 –150 years old now. At 
this stage we are not sure if any of ours
will be used as stock trees as there is 
an abundance of male trees – females 
are very rare these days.   

A

p.s. I also still have 3 Black Poplar 
saplings looking for homes, they need a
damp area ideally a marshy spot or by 
a river – They are all male but I am 
thinking if these take then possibly 
adding a female nearby, a year or 2 
later, and then let mother nature take 
over in the decades ahead. 



o who is flying high or running low 
and what’s changed ?S

This year’s Big Garden Birdwatch was 
the biggest Birdwatch ever, with more 
than 17 million birds counted and over a 
million people taking part.

Top spot for 2021 goes to the house 
sparrow. It’s the 18th year running that 
this plucky little bird has taken the 
Birdwatch crown!

lackbirds and Robins have also done 
well this year, both moving up the 

table and coming in at 4th and 6th place 
respectively. Meanwhile, finch numbers 
have continued to fall, with Greenfinches 
and Chaffinches recording their lowest 
numbers ever.

B

This year’s Birdwatch saw record 
numbers of people enjoying nature and 
counting the birds. But while this may 
have been a bumper year for Big Garden 
Birdwatchers, we’re not living through a 
bumper time for birds. The sad truth is 
that there are actually far fewer birds 
around.

ver the last 50 years, 40 million 
birds have vanished from the UK’s 

skies. And it’s not just birds that are 
suffering. The latest State of Nature 
Report found that around two-fifths of 
UK species are in decline including turtle
doves, red squirrels and water voles. 
Nature needs our help like never before.

O
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UK top ten

1.           House Sparrow

2.           Blue Tit

3.           Starling

4.           Blackbird

5.           Woodpigeon

6.           Robin  

7.           Great Tit

8.           Goldfinch

 9.           Magpie

 10.           Long-tailed Tit

Ken 

The RSPB 2021 Great Garden Birdwatch

Parish Pantomime 
Well the script writers have started and decided on “Jack and the Beanstalk” which 
will take place in early December, it is thought. There is a cast of about 8 characters
obviously Jack and there are reports that it will include not 1 but 2 panto dames, a 
narrator and of course a panto cow and a wicked villain! But there will also be the 
search for costume makers, stage painters, a props person and many more – so if 
you would be interested in helping in any shape or form please get in touch- drop an
email to  panto@aymestrey.org 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/blackbird/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/state-of-nature-report/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/state-of-nature-report/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/our-work/state-of-nature-report/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/chaffinch/


                                                       Courtyard Classic Car Show

Sunday 11 July, 10am – 2pm
01432 340555

The Courtyard is holding its first ever Classic Car Show on Sunday 11 July between 10am and 2pm.
Weather permitting, around 60 pre-and post-war cars will be on display in The Courtyard’s car 
park. The event will be open to the public, and admission is free to visitors wishing to see the 
vehicles. 

“I’m really looking forward to seeing some interesting and exciting classic cars on the day!” Says 
Courtyard Fundraising Manager, Olle Grove, “We’ve already had entries ranging from Lancias, Alfa 
Romeos, MG’s and lots more! This is the first event of its kind at The Courtyard so we would love you to
be a part of it. If you have a car registered before 1991 and would like to show it off, please fill in the 
application form and grab yourself a space before they’re gone!”

Classic car owners wishing to exhibit on the day will need to complete a form which can be 
downloaded from The Courtyard’s website. The form should then be submitted to 
oliver.grove@courtyard.org.uk. 

All cars entered for display must be booked in advance and a non-refundable entry fee of £5 will 
be charged. This entry fee includes a £2 voucher to spend on the day in The Courtyard’s Café Bar 
between 10am and 2pm. 
The Café Bar will also be open to visitors, selling a range of beverages, snacks and light 
refreshments. 
All money raised will go to support The Courtyard which is a community arts charity (charity no. 
1067869). 
For more information about The Courtyard Classic Car Show or to register interest in displaying a 
car visit courtyard.org.uk.

Recipe for British Summer Pudding
Serves 6

Ingredients:
650gm/23oz mixed British berries- eg raspberries, blackberries, blackcurrants, strawberries etc.
80gm/3oz caster sugar
1½ tbsp cornflour
8 slices white bread
200ml/17 fl oz single cream,chilled

Method:
1. Combine half the berries with the sugar and 200ml water in a saucepan. Warm over a medium 

heat, stirring to help dissolve sugar. Simmer until soft and juicy, 6-8 mins
2. Press berries and juice through a sieve into a clean saucepan and return juice to a rapid 

simmer: reserve berries in sieve.
3. Mix cornflour with a little water before whisking into simmering fruit juices. Return to simmer 

and cook until slightly thickened. Remove from heat and stir in remaining uncooked berries.
4. Line a 900gm/2lb pudding bowl with a double layer of cling-film, making sure it overhangs 

edges by at least 5cm/2inches.
5. Cut crusts off the bread and slice into wide fingers. Soak in the fruit juices from the saucepan 

and use about two-thirds to line base and sides of bowl. Spoon berry mixture and reserved 
berries into bowl and cover with remaining bread fingers so filling is completely enclosed.

6. Bring cling-film over pudding and place saucer on top, weigh down and chill for at least 4hrs.
7. Turn out onto a plate and serve with cream.
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PARISH PEOPLE
Here are some details for people in the parish you might need to contact

     

PARISH COUNCIL
                Chair                                               Vice-chair                                           Clerk

 Ian Goddard  Helen Hamilton Maggie Brown
    770251                   709155         clerk@aymestrey.org

Tel: 07398 222310

Members
     John Probert 708484     -      David Duggan 07790704674
      Eleanor Waldron            -      Mike Snoswell  (both via Clerk)

      Dan Hurcomb  hurcombdc@gmail.com
              Special Responsibilities 

Lengthsman:  David Williams        Footpaths:  Dave Dunn 770224         
                  Tree Wardens:  Ken Holland and Richard Hammond

Mortimer Medical Practice Patient Rep:  Sue Burke conceptgroup@btopenworld.com

Ward Councillor  
Carole Gandy 01568 780583 carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk

VILLAGE HALL
Chair: Steph Dunn  770224

Bookings:   Ruth Scamp 709031
Tickets:  Ruth Scamp and Steph Dunn 

CHURCH
Reverend Julie Read  708255.

               Churchwardens:  Meg Thorpe 780384   Stuart Hutchings  01547540511,  07961117050

AYMESTREY MATTERS
Editorial Team

editor@aymestrey.org
Denise Booth 07434621260           Martyn Booth 07748604215

Aymestrey Website: www.aymestrey.org    Admin- Ian Banks webadmin@aymestrey.org
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DATES FOR DIARIES
2021

                   When                                                           What                                                  Where            
Mondays 7.30pm Carpet Bowls PH
Tuesdays 10.30am  to 11.30ish Tea & coffee at the hall (starts 10th August) PH
Thursdays 8.00pm (excepting last 
Thursday of the month Sept to April)

Sequence dancing PH

Thursday 7.30pm (last Thursday of 
the month) from Sept to April

Aymestrey Branch 
Herefordshire Wildlife Trust

PH

Wednesdays 11am to 12.15pm Hatha Yoga PH
Thursdays 9.30am to 10.30am Pilates PH

July
Sunday 4th  11.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey
Sunday 11th 11.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey
Friday 16th 10.00am Village Fete -set up PH then Fete Field
Saturday 17th 1.00pm AYMESTREY VILLAGE FETE Fete Field
Saturday 17th 7.30pm Open Mic Night Fete Field
Sunday 18th 3.30pm Service CW Leinthall Earls
Wednesday 28th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting PH

August
Sunday 1st 10.30am Benefice Service Kingsland
Sunday 8th 10.30am Benefice Service celebrating Lammas Day. Leinthall Earls
Sunday 15th 10.30am Benefice Service Eardisland
Tuesday 10th 10 am Tea  & coffee at the hall PH
Sunday 22nd 10.30am Benefice Service Aymestrey
Sunday 29th 10.30am Benefice Service Kingsland

September
Sunday 5th 11.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey
Friday 10th 8.00pm Fun Quiz Night PH
Sunday 12th 11.00am Holy Communion Aymestrey
Friday 17th 7.00pm for 7.30pm Film Night PH
Sunday 19th 3.30pm HARVEST FESTIVAL Leinthall Earls
Wednesday 22nd 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting PH

October
Friday 1st 10.00am. Decorating the Church for Harvest Aymestrey
Friday 1st 6.00pm HARVEST FESTIVAL followed by HARVEST

SUPPER
Aymestrey Church / PH

Sunday 3rd 11.00am Harvest Communion (BCP) with Re-dedication 
of Altar Frontal in memory of  J and O Harrison

Aymestrey

Sunday 10th 11.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey
Friday 8th 8.00pm Fun Quiz Night PH
Friday 15th 7.00pm for 7.30pm Film Night PH
Wednesday 27th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting PH

Printed by One Stop Print Shop Leominster   Tel: 01568610095/610619  E: Leominster@osps.biz
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Fete Volunteers Wanted

To help with the fete, either manning a stall or volunteering for a shift on one.
You can offer as little or as much time as you want but we desperately need 

volunteers to ensure the fete continues as usual.

Tug of War Teams Wanted

For the Aymestrey Fete Tug of War Competition
This year the winners will take home a cash prize

Teams of 8 (max) Entry on the day

Request from 'The Reluctant Organist!'

Can anyone with piano skills assist with playing the organ in Aymestrey Church        
occasionally? There are no pedals to deal with and we just need someone to play

some hymns and the occasional piece when folks arrive and depart from church. 
 Anyone who has been to church over the last few years will know I play wrong notes!
I sometimes play extra verses and I am by no means a professional organist, but its

just good to keep the long established music in Aymestrey Church going. 

Please ring Chrissie on 07805155645, 01568 770431 for more info
  

Quiz Answers…...

1. Northumberland (Northumbria) 
2. Elbow 
3. Heineken 
4. AA Milne 
5. New Zealand 

6. Angel Falls 
7. Silver 
8. People 
9. Clark Kent 
10.Superman 



 Bee Wise – thoughts from a Beekeeper

A Honeybee colony swarming is a natural process. It is the colony reproducing by
the old queen leaving with some of the bees. They leave their hive and find 
somewhere to hang, in a cluster, until the scout bees decide on their new home. 
Usually the bees will be quite calm after the initial exit from the hive as they 
will have filled up on honey before they leave their home. A real Honeybee 
swarm can be dramatic involving many thousands of bees in a large noisy cloud, 
however they normally settle into a cluster within 15 minutes. Most swarms 
often occur on warm sunny days in May to the end of July, between 11am – 4pm,
often on a fine day after poor weather when temperatures approach high teens.

Many people cannot tell which pollinator is which. Can you?

     

If you think you've got a swarm you can find a beekeeper local to your postcode 
by visiting the British Beekeepers Association website. Kiwi has been called out 
to catch swarms from chimneys, trees, vegetable patches and old buildings 
sometimes having to tempt bees with a bait hive. 

    

Collecting a swarm is normally a 3 part process...
Part one - Getting the bees into a box.
Part two - Returning in the evening to remove bees and box.
Part three - Relocating them into a new hive (home).

(Pollinator Pics from L – R Honeybee; Bumblebee; Wasp; Hoverfly)

Bees for Development are holding the Monmouth Bee Festival on Sunday 1st 
August. Details available at https://beesfordevelopment.org/ 

Dave Dunn

https://beesfordevelopment.org/

