


 

    

Parish Pantomime
There is talk of getting together and doing a Pantomime for the 

winter this year. Ian Banks is throwing a few ideas around – so if you 
would be interested in getting involved, either on stage or behind the

scenes watch this space. 

Model Railway Club

 We have had 5 people 
express an interest so 

hoping when Covid  
restrictions lift to get 

going on this  - 
Ken on 01568 770367.

 The Road Map out of Lockdown 

 The Government has put foward a Road Map out of lockdown so if all
goes according to plan, keep up to date with events etc. by using the

‘A’ board outside the hall and Aymestrey Website: 
www.aymestrey.org 

Parish Council

Meetings currently held  on-line 
via Zoom

Please contact clerk to join meeting

  

FUN QUIZ
On Zoom -2nd Friday

In the month

Come and have some fun
Link available from Dan or see 

Nextdoor Aymestrey.

AYMESTREY VILLAGE FETE

Saturday 17th  July
Get your produce, handicrafts, 

photos etc underway.
Schedule in next magazine

http://www.aymestrey.org/


EDITORS’ PAGE
ur first magazine of 2021 but who would have imagined that the 
pandemic, now a year old, would still be dominating our lives and of 

course this Parish Magazine, in so much we cannot give definite plans for 
future events. But fingers crossed there is light at the end of the tunnel and 
surely the next edition will herald the start of those Summer happenings.

O

e have unfortunately lost several long standing members of our Parish
over the last few months and they will be sadly missed. Our 

condolences go out to their families and friends. But we have also had some 
new arrivals to the Parish and we wish them a warm welcome.

W

astly, thanks as usual, to all our contributors, to Richard for the front 
cover design and to the tireless distributors who deliver the magazine 

around the Parish.
L

Denise & Martyn

Please forward all articles, photos, notices and letters to
 editor@aymestrey.org

Mystery Seeds

A small envelope attached to this edition contain the ‘Mystery Seeds’ which
once grown, can be entered in a class at the Annual Village Fete,

Further details are on page 29

If you have not received the seeds please contact the editors.
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Parish Council 
Chairman, Ian Goddard, reflects on Parish Council 
doings and extracts from the Clerk’s postbag.

I am writing as students are returning to schools and we are all hoping that there
will be no interruption to the exit from the lockdown.

Gigaclear north of the river-
At last!  Properties north of the river now have access to fibre broadband via 
Gigaclear.  If any business or householder has not heard that the connection is 
available they may wish to contact Gigaclear to enquire.   This is a major benefit 
for our rural community.  Please let Aymestrey Matters know if it works!

Budget and precept-
The precept is the amount the Parish Council requires to be collected as a 
component of council tax.  In the ‘tax’ year 2021 – 2022 the Aymestrey precept 
will reduce by 1.5%, although we understand that there will be an increase in the
Herefordshire Council requirement.

Speed Indication Device (SID) at Mortimer’s Cross-
The Parish Council was looking to deploy our SID at Mortimer’s Cross given the 
number of incidents at the junction.  As part of the approval process a speed 
survey was undertaken to assess the need.  The speed survey has demonstrated 
that the posted speed limit is being well adhered to. One of the criteria for a 
Speed Indicator Device is that the 85th percentile speeds, at the location, must be
at least 10% over the posted speed limit. The locations assessed (northbound and 
southbound) did not meet the speed criteria for a SID.  As a result, The Parish 
Council will not be permitted to use the SID at Mortimer’s Cross. 

Potholes-
Potholes are the responsibility of Herefordshire Council and their agents Balfour 
Beatty.  Following Councillors’ recent reports some potholes along Ballsgate Lane
have been filled in.  The Parish Council appreciates the work done, but sees it 
only as a temporary measure and is agitating to achieve resurfacing of the lanes 
to and from Upper and Lower Lye from Lyepole Bridge to Aymestrey Mill and 
towards Haven Farm.

Trees on the Lugg-
As Chairman of the Parish Council I am assumed, by some, to know all things 
relating to the Parish, but I do not.  It is only in connection with the February 
Council meeting, that I learned that until the late ‘90s the Lugg was looked after 
by a small workforce, who ensured that it was cleared and maintained, 
identifying and fixing local problems, not least fallen trees which obstruct flow.   
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 I now know, that since that time, it has been the responsibility of the 
Environment Agency upstream of the bridge at Mortimer’s Cross and that the 
River Lugg Internal Drainage Board, is not only still in existence, but responsible
for the Lugg and its tributaries below the bridge at Mortimer’s Cross.  I think this
apparently arbitrary arrangement is worthy of enquiry.
The Board must be important – it has 21 members!

Minerals and Waste-
The Minerals and Waste report prepared by Herefordshire Council officers has 
been revised and will shortly be presented to Herefordshire Council for approval. 
There will be a consultation period, which we will try to advertise on our website 
aymestrey.org.  The policy document is of huge importance locally, since the only 
aggregate quarry in the county is in our Parish.  When it is published, please 
take time to read the report and comment in the consultation.

Seats-
The Parish Council is arranging the replacement of the bench in Aymestrey 
Churchyard, the previous one having rotted away.  We also intend to put a bench 
on the small green at Leinthall Earls for the benefit of walkers and passers-by.

Ian

Community First’s Oil Buying Group.

Great value and convenience.  Community First is a long established charity, in 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire, with aims to support strong and vibrant rural 
communities.
In 2013, we set up a bulk buying group for heating oil for anyone in the two counties. The
scheme keeps money in the local economy, builds a greater sense of community and 
cooperation and helps tackle fuel poverty. Over the years, with hundreds of members, we
have saved many thousands of pounds across both counties.

How does it work?  At the end of each month we collate orders placed by our members 
and negotiate with a number of suppliers. Our savings are often between 2p and 4p a 
litre against the average English price and can be much more against local individual 
quotes. Our prices are the same for 500 as for 1500 which is good for spreading your 
costs.

To register your interest or ask a question please contact info@comfirst.org.uk or ring 
Richard on 07515 881231.
Membership costs £20 per year. We are very happy to work with established local groups
too, for instance by sharing good practice and energy efficiency tips. 

More details can be found at www.comfirst.org.uk
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STEPH’S QUIZ PAGE

Fun Quiz – test your knowledge??

1 What colour are aircraft black boxes?

2 How many dimples does a British golf ball have?  Is it 230, 330 or 430?

3 Stella and Morello are varieties of which type of fruit?

4 In Greek mythology who was the goddess of love and beauty?

5 Name the book with the following characters Elizabeth Bennett and Mr 

Fitzwilliam Darcy 

6 Which infectious disease is also called hydrophobia?

7 What type of creature is the Common Nase?

8 What is a female donkey called?

9 Who was Primavera?

10 The cuticle, cortex and medulla are all found in which part of the human body?

Brain Teasers- conundrums??    

1. What starts with an e, ends with an e and only has one letter?

2. What type of tree can you carry in your hand?

3. What is round and extremely violent?

4. A man went outside in the pouring rain with no protection but not a hair on his 

head got wet - how come?

5. The average person does this at least 13 times a day...what is it?

6. What is it that you have, you want to share and if you share you do not have?

7. Which flowers are kissable?

8. What is always in front of you but cannot be seen?

9. What has many keys but cannot open a single lock?

10. What has hands but cannot clap?

Answers on page….29
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he Aymestrey Village Fete already? I’m sure that was the first question on 
your mind when you turned the page a moment ago. Well, believe it or not, 

the planning starts here. Whether you’re a seasoned pro laying out your garden 
with the produce competition in mind, or a (soon to be) despairing dog owner 
faced with the reality that you’ve got just three months to persuade your pooch to
sit and stay. – the 17th July is show time. 

T

I know many of you were disappointed that the fete was cancelled last year (Not 
half as relieved disappointed as the organising committee) but the uncertainty of
Covid and the risk factors involved meant it just wasn’t worth the risk. Although
it must be said that, the hastily arranged Produce Competition was extremely 
well supported and for that we were enormously grateful. 

his year, bar an appearance by the four horsemen of the apocalypse, we are 
determined to plough ahead and deliver a refreshed and revitalised Fete 

with (whisper it quietly) new stalls and attractions! With that in mind, if you 
have any ideas for things you’d like to see then please let us know! Similarly if 
you’d like to join the organising team or would be available to run a stall on the 
day, then you’d be more than welcome.  

T

All proceeds from the Fete go towards the upkeep of Aymestrey Parish Hall and 
Aymestrey & Leinthall Churches and both organisations rely solely on the 
generosity of locals for their continued existence. In 2019 we raised a record 
£2374.45 and it would be amazing if we could break through the £2500 mark this
year.  

Donations don’t just have to be financial so, if you have any unwanted clutter 
that could be sold on the Bric-a-Brac stall or unopened bottles for the bottle stall 
(difficult in Lockdown I know) then please let us know and we can either arrange
collection or a suitable drop off point. 

o all that remains is to say good luck with the vegetable planting, 
commiserations on the dog training and here’s to the 2021 Fete being our 

most successful yet.  Oh and before I forget, attached to your copy of Aymestrey 
Matters, you will find a mystery packet of seed(s) which I hope as many of you as
possible will plant and bring along on Fete Day and enter that ‘Mystery Seed 
Category’.

S

Dan Hurcombe
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    Church Notice Board

         

An opportunity to learn a new building skill! 

           
The major restoration project on Kingsland Church includes the chance to learn how

to work with hot lime and hydrated lime in order to repair the pointing and rendering on
ancient buildings. Under the grant scheme of the National Heritage Lottery Fund,
volunteers can learn for free, the use of lime mortar for repointing and repair, as

modern concrete can cause damage to old buildings due to its dense unforgiving
nature. It is hoped that the resulting skill might be also be used to form a small

cooperative that would be able to assist in the maintenance of the Benefice churches
in Eardisland, Aymestrey and Kingsland. For more information please contact Peter

King, on 01568-782399 or by email peter@lebrusq.eu

 

Aymestrey Church 'Lockdown Library'

As many of you will already know, the 'lockdown library' has been up and running for some
time now in Aymestrey church porch. There have been a varied selection of books

available to anyone in need of a good book to read during lockdown and there has been a
system in place ensuring that books are left untouched before being added to the

bookcase. Hand sanitizer is provided for those wishing to choose a book thus keeping
everyone safe. The library seems to have been well used as books seem to mysteriously
disappear from the shelves and I would like to say a big thank you to those of you who

have left books in bags clearly marked with the date, so that we can replenish the shelves
as necessary.....I don't know know who you are........but 'Thank You'! 
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Aymestrey and Leinthall 
Earls Churches
Rev. Julie Read

It is with hope, that I write to you 
now, with news that this 3rd national 
lockdown is finally coming to its 
close, the cases of corornavirus are 
falling, the vaccination is being 
rolled out and there is a road map 
that looks to a way out of this 
strange time. We are all hoping that 
this will be the last lockdown and I 
know that until we have reached the 
goal there will always be a nagging 
doubt hanging around. 

Schools are gathering again from 8th 
March and my hat goes off to our 
teachers who have been grappling 
with new skills and teaching, over a 
screen, to children in their own 
homes. This is on top of maintaining 
a physical school for the children of 
keyworkers. There is much 
exhaustion around, not necessarily a 
physical exhaustion, but more a 
mental and emotional exhaustion, at 
having stayed inside and having set 
up a way of being for our households 
that has kept us going during this 
last year.

It is time to start to emerge as a 
community, as a church, as schools, 
out into the light and to rebuild the 
relationships that are important to 
us in order that we might thrive and 
not just exist. 

All times of change are difficult – the
children of God, in the Old 
Testament story of freedom from 
slavery, moaned about their new 
freedom. ‘Perhaps it was better that 
they stayed as slaves, at least they 
were fed regularly and had work
to do’.

     9

But we are all in the same boat, we 
are all emerging from lockdown 
together and there will be tears of 
sadness, as well as joy, as we 
negotiate this hurdle out into the 
light.

As I write it has been St David’s day 
this last week – the daffodils are 
flowering at the base of the church 
tower, as they always do, and the leeks 
in my garden are the last of the winter 
vegetables. St David is the Patron 
Saint of our neighbours, you might 
even have some Welsh blood 
yourselves. He was alive in the 6th 
century and is remembered for his 
kindness and compassion to others, 
particularly the poor and needy. You 
might well have visited the monastery 
at St David’s that he set up (as well as 
up to 12 others) and the pattern that he
laid down was that of hard work, 
abstinence from alcohol and refraining 
from unnecessary speech! However his 
final words are recorded and are 
supposedly: “Do the little things that 
you have heard and seen me do”. 

So in the big changes that lie ahead, 
it is the little things that are 
important. Let us act with love and 
care as we re-engage with others – 
sharing the joys and sorrows with 
care. Julie



Notes From The 
Marsh

7  th   Nov 2020 – 6  th   March 2021  

oop!poop! – my gardening good 
deed before writing this was to 

bury a toad – not a dead one – a small,
dozy, grumpy one.  Sorry, Mr Toad! 
(probably – females are bigger) – 
spring-cleaning can be disruptive, but 
my pond surrounds
needed a short back
and sides.  Toadie
is now happily (?)
back under a nice
cold mound of earth; hopefully he will 
surface for slugs and other snacks as 
spring warms up.

P

ack to autumn: the Moth Saga 
continued through November and

into the first week of December.  
Feathered Thorns – delightfully 
golden-brown with gorgeous feathery 
antennae – and Mottled Umbers were 
new entrants to my moth diary.  The 
Umbers were quite variable, from 
mottled specks to lots of dark blotches,
on a yellow or yellow-brown 
background.  The female (not caught) 
only has vestigial wings and lurks on 
tree-trunks.  The Latin name shows 
what woodsmen thought of the 
caterpillars – Erranis defoliaria – not 
Agent Orange, but definitely a leaf 
muncher.

B

More intriguing though less colourful 
was a Dark Swordgrass; an autumn 
immigrant from the South, with a 
sharp black dart on each brown wing.  
Like many in the UK (including
humans!) it is strongly attracted to   
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sugar as well as to light.

eanwhile, noisier flyers had 
spooked the visiting birds.  On 

11th November, two Chinooks 
thundered low on each side of the 
cottages and starlings swirled round 
the fields beyond.  At least 150 
(starlings, not helicopters!) chuckled, 
wheezed and chattered in nearby trees
in late November.  A pair of Collared 
Doves took up residence in a conifer – 
let’s hope they avoid hungry 
sparrowhawks.    

M

kylarks don’t seem to take much 
of  a break yearly, though as 

always they are in rise-up rather than 
lock-down mode – fluttering, soaring 
and singing in the blue; there in 
November and up there again at the 
start of February.

S

The night skies finally cleared on 13th 
December for a splendid Geminid 
meteor performance – six shooting 
stars in about 20 minutes, five of them
dazzling, with backing from a Barn 
Owl – magic! 

n a garden trough, yellow 
nasturtiums, smallish but bright, 

were still in bloom on Christmas Day. 
With touches of snow, four Long-
Tailed Tits kept
coming to the the
feeders in January,
and were addicted
to some rather
elderly fruitcake – when they weren’t 
ambushed by Bluetit bandits or those 
little louts, the House Sparrows.  At 
last (5th February) thrushes started to 
sing over in marsh trees; several male 
Yellowhammers provided a flash of 
gold in the sun.

I



id-February saw at least five 
Fallow Deer , leaping a fence 

like ballerinas and dashing into the 
wood - not many late winter sightings,
just the rather threatening sound of a 
night fox, like a rusty saw.  

M
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At the end of the month, warm spring 
sunshine brought honey-bees and 
queen bumble-bees onto the heather in
the garden, welcome signs of a kinder 
season – roll on sunshine, roll on 
spring!

Susanna Checketts

Virtual Volunteering in 2021

Support local people by ‘Virtual Volunteering’

A local charity Onside, which works across Herefordshire and Worcestershire, 
is encouraging people to sign up as volunteers and support their project to 
visit people in residential care and uphold the person’s rights, acting in their 
best interests. A great start to a New Year making difference to local lives.

Volunteers take on the role of a Relevant Persons Representative (RPR), 
helping safeguard the rights of vulnerable people, who do not have the mental
capacity to consent to care or treatment. Free RPR training is given to carry 
out the role, plus the benefit of a specialist Mental Health Capacity Advocacy 
team to support volunteers, along with a dedicated Volunteer Team.

It involves visiting people with dementia, learning disabilities, and 
individuals assessed to have a lack of capacity to consent to living in 
residential care. As an RPR the volunteer would be visiting (currently by 
video call- i.e. Virtual; full virtual training given) a person just once every 4 
weeks, for no more than 1 hour. 

Volunteering can be very flexible to fit with your life and circumstances and 
would be local to where the volunteer lives later in the year, but currently it is
virtual.

Volunteers are ordinary people, of all ages and backgrounds, they just need to 
be good listeners and have some time to give. Free training (throughout the 
year) is provided and all expenses paid.

If you can picture yourself in the role of an Onside volunteer please call Claire 
Watkins - Volunteer Manager on 07592 737303 or email  claire.watkins@onside-
advocacy.org.uk to find out more.  
Please take a look at our website. www.onside-advocacy.org.uk.
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H  elen Roberts     -  Passed Away 25  th   Feb 2021.  

elen, I am sure, must have been the longest serving member of the 
Aymestrey Village Hall Committee (that’s what the hall was always 

known as, in the early days, now the Parish Hall). Helen was one of the most 
stalwart members of the committee that you could ever get, for as long as I can
remember and both Helen and her late husband Malcolm were there with 
information and knowledge. If you wanted to know or find out anything 
regarding the Hall, in the past, they were the ones to ask, how, what, or when 
this or that was done.

H

When the Hall committee decided to start putting on bigger events, to raise 
more money, with the ambition of having a new extension and a modern up to 
date new kitchen, Helen would be there peeling potatoes all afternoon, baking 
apple crumbles or fruit pies, whatever was needed. On the day of the event she
would be off to do the family shopping  in Leominster, then call in at the hall 
and help put together around 70+ meals for the coming evening. Going home 
to feed Malcolm, they would both be back at 6.30pm, to put the final touches to
whatever was needed and then enjoy the evening’s entertainment.  They would
both be back the following morning to clear up, with Helen washing all the 
dirty dishes etc. from the night before, in the old tiny kitchen, then all being 
done and put away go home for a well earned rest . Oh, how she loved the new 
kitchen and especially the dishwasher!

heir contacts with the Country & Western Groups in Craven Arms and the
Farming Community meant both were the main sellers of tickets for 

whatever the hall had going on. People would be coming from far and wide 
including Hereford, Craven Arms, Church Stretton and Builth Wells. Most of 
our very successful nights were mainly down to them selling the majority of 
the tickets. The Annual Village Fete was revived and again Helen would be 
there selling Raffle Tickets and meeting so many people, she seemed to know 
everyone, always helping to make it a great success over the years.

T

Helen was not really sporty but took to Carpet Bowls when it was started in 
the hall and really enjoyed those Monday nights, which were a great success. 
In fact Joe, past Captain, said she was the best lady bowler we had and would 
always manage to win a game on the last bowl. Helen and Malcolm nearly 
always played together, she would say to Malcolm “don’t you knock the Jack 
off ’’ but  he often did just what she had told him not to do. This brought 
laughter all round especially when playing a match against other local teams.
Happy Memories of........ Helen, a dedicated and much missed member of 
Aymestrey Hall Committee.

Ruth

Helen’s Funeral Service will take place on Friday 26th March @ 2pm at
Leinthall Earls Church. 

Cortege will slowly pass Aymestrey Parish Hall en route to the Church.
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Registered Charity 520932                   

ere we are racing into Spring 2021 and although the Parish Hall is 
currently closed the Hall Committee is confident that now the vaccination 

programme is well underway in the county, we will be able to offer opportunities 
for exercise and entertainment before too long.  

H

We are following the Roadmap out of Lockdown carefully and eagerly anticipate 
advertising a reopening as soon as it is appropriate.  Look out for the Event 
Boards outside the Hall and on the Aymestrey.org website and in the Hereford 
Times (County Times section). 

n Thursday 6 May the Hall will be open for voting in the Police & Crime 
Commissioner Election. O

We are excited about the Aymestrey Parish Fete – see item from Dan Hurcomb 
on this event.

Steph Dunn

Police & Crime Commissioners Election   :- Thursday 6  th   May 2021.  

The Parish Hall will be open from 7.a.m. until 10.p.m. Social 
distancing will be in place & there will be sanitising area on 
entrance to the  Main Hall. There will also probably be a one 
way system for you to follow.

ere’s hoping that very soon we shall be able to announce a date on the re-
opening of the Hall and welcome back all our regular bookings (Carpet 

Bowls on Mondays. Yoga, Pilates etc) Not only to generate some income again 
but also to see familiar faces and to be able to get out of our homes and four walls
and do some sort of exercise.

H

                     Ruth Scamp

13



Thoughts from a Retired 
Gardener
Jim Logan 

id-January. I was engrossed in
pruning and tying in a rose 

called ‘The Generous Gardener’ in 
my front hedge, it was still flowering
in December, living up to its name.   
My concentration and focus had 
reduced my world to the hedge top in
front of me, where there were 
Ladybirds out basking on Ivy leaves 
and a Robin singing sporadically 
within a few feet of where I stood.

M

I was jarred out of my reverie by the 
clatter of hundreds of Woodpigeons 
taking flight in panic from the 
Wetmore Field, which rose gently to 
the south west behind me.
They swirled high over the
field and in the same
instant a small group,
perhaps a dozen, were
fleeing, just above the fence
height, down the field
towards me.  A Peregrine
materialised amongst them,
wings outstretched as it
braked and dropped to the
ground over a Pigeon.  The
Peregrine weighed up the
situation, 80 yards from me,
I stared back, startled it took off and
did a low fly past, chattering fiercely 
and returned to the hill.

 watched for a while as it fed, its 
predominately brown colour and 

large size identified it as a female.
I
Excitement over, I returned to my 
pruning, two Buzzards were mewing
monotonously from separate Oak 
trees up the lane, hoping for a share 
of the dead Pigeon.
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After a while I was again distracted 
by the Peregrine which was aloft, 
ascending in loops and being chased 
by a smaller raptor, possibly a 
Tiercel, the male of the species, or a 
disgruntled Sparrow Hawk.   Within
minutes there was a Buzzard down 
on the Pigeon carcase after scraps.

uring the February freeze most 
of my observations were 

through the kitchen window, Hares 
started to gather on the bank of the 
Pudding Lane field, fully exposed to 
the bitter North East wind.  I could 
see through binoculars that their fur
was wafting as they hunkered down.
There were as many as eight,  
spaced out on the bank, not very 
active, waiting.   Probably among 
them was one or more females 
coming into oestrus and the males 

were waiting for 
them to become 
receptive, love in a 
cold climate.

D

Through the 
bedroom window I 
watched a Goldcrest,
creeping mouse like,
in and out of the 
recesses of a large 
dense Juniper.   It 
was sheltered on the
leeward side from 

the Arctic blast as it hunted for 
spiders and dormant insects. 

ow in the milder third week of 
February, a night time visit to 

my pond reveals, by torchlight, 
many active frogs and a few Smooth 
and Palmate Newts, it’s only a few 
days since they were iced in.

N



n the Wetmore Field the 
Pigeons are still gleaning and 

rising frequently to circle and land 
again, I haven’t witnessed any more 
kills.   There are Jackdaws there 
now too, they feed in a tight group 
all actively probing for 
invertebrates.   They too are living 
on their nerves as the entire flock 
takes flight every few minutes.          

O
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This, to my eye, seemingly 
uninviting stubble, has provided 
sustenance for a host of roving 
flocks; Fieldfares, Redwings, 
Chaffinches and Siskins.  ‘No Till’ 
arable seems to be good for wildlife.

arly March. A pigeon was killed 
in the lane today, plucked out 

and picked clean.  I missed the 
action.

E
Jim.

From Herefordshire Rural Hub
March 2021 Newsletter

Nuffield Farming Scholarships -  Open for Applications
The applications are now open and will close on the 31st July 2020.

Applications are welcomed from those working across the farming, food, horticulture, rural or associated 
industries. With around 20 Scholarships awarded each year, successful applicants are provided a substantial 
bursary to fund travel to study their chosen topic. Additional funding is also available for Scholars to attend the 
Contemporary Scholar’s Conference, training sessions and other events.
You do not need formal qualifications to apply for a Nuffield Scholarship; instead, the Trust looks to unlock an 
individual’s potential and broaden horizons. Scholars are selected with a view to developing tomorrow’s 
leaders within their individual business and the whole industry.
To apply you need to be between 22 and 45 years of age. 

To find out more information please visit the website www.nuffieldscholar.org 
or contact Charlotte Merson – charlotte@nuffieldscholar.org.

Hereford Times Food & Farming Awards 2021

For more information on the categories, and to make a nomination, go to
Food & Farming Awards news from the Hereford Times

Nominations close at midday on 8th April
The 2021 awards event broadcast is on Thursday 17th June 2021 at 7pm

and can be watched on the     Hereford Times Facebook page  

Herefordshire Rural Hub website     www.herefordshireruralhub.co.uk  

The awards are a celebration of the agricultural sector, 
and recognise the hard work done day in and day out by 

farmers, food producers and food retailers across 
Herefordshire and the Welsh Borders.

http://www.nuffieldscholar.org/
http://www.herefordshireruralhub.co.uk/
https://www.herefordtimes.com/awards/foodandfarming/
mailto:charlotte@nuffieldscholar.org


The Commons of Aymestrey Parish

By Ian Goddard, Chairman, Aymestrey Parish Council

he Parish Council is keen to find out what parishioners and others think about 
the Common land in the Parish.T

There are six commons in the Parish.  Easily the largest is Yatton Hill, but let us 
not forget Yatton Marsh, Ballsgate, Wylde, Lucton and Leinthall commons.

These commons were created by (or, alternatively, were all that was left over from) 
the enclosures of the 18th and 19th centuries, for the benefit of those of little means, 
who relied on shared land for grazing their animals, collecting wood or peat or other
benefits.  The land was always of marginal use – never the good stuff - of little 
interest to the aristocratic ‘enclosers’ or ‘improvers’ of the land, but utterly essential
to those excluded from the other land and pasture which they had traditionally 
enjoyed.

y the enclosure process, the commons generally ended up with an owner of the 
land and a number of local properties (note properties, not individuals) which 

have rights over the land.  These rights on the Aymestrey commons are to graze a 
specific number of animals and to collect bracken (then valued as bedding for 
animals); there are some shooting rights.  

B

The Landowner is restricted in what he can do with the land, because he is not 
allowed to infringe the rights of the Commoners.  The Commoners cannot do 
anything with the land other than exercise their specific rights, say to graze their 
animals or collect the bracken.  In the modern world the Commoners are rarely 
interested in grazing cattle or sheep simply because they live in a house which may 
have been a smallholding in 1820, the Landowner is not interested in cultivating 
what was always marginal land, where he has to observe the rights of others, so 
often there is no one who actively looks after ‘the commons’.

While this is a sweeping generalisation with lots of exceptions, it has much truth.

ll of the commons in the Parish are registered with Herefordshire Council, 
where the purported ownership of the land and the rights of the Commoners 

are registered.  If you wish to see, then visit 
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/community-1/commons-village-greens?

A

By the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, the public has access to all common
land to visit, walk, see and experience,  as of right and not by landowner 
permission.  This applies to all commons. 
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he question I now pose is “What would interested parties like to see, do or 
achieve with or upon the commons in the Parish?”  T

Interested parties are Landowners and Commoners of course, but also Parishioners 
and public who have the right of access, groups who may wish to promote 
conservation projects, even the Parish Council itself.  Please bear in mind that 
nothing can be done without the agreement of the owner of each of the commons.

he issue is on the Parish Council agenda, prompted by complaints to the Parish 
Council about activities on certain commons, so now is the time to contact the 

Parish Council with your comments and ideas.  
T

+     +     +    +

Are you fed-up with doing the same old walks?

Walking in Herefordshire www.walkinginengland.co.uk/hereford is the website for you!  

With hundreds of walks to download and print, free, it also has books of walks, contact 
details for all the walking groups in the county and much more. Whether you want to 
walk on your own or with a group all the information is there in one place.

John says ‘‘There is so much walking information on the web but it is difficult to find. 
Walking in Herefordshire (part of the Walking in England suite of websites 
www.walkinginengland.co.uk  – one for each county in England) has brought it together, 
in one place, so whether you are walking from home, or away on holiday, you will be 
able to find a walk suitable for you’’.

With walks from half a mile to twelve miles+  and a note of suitability for pushchairs and 
wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy.

So home or away, check out the websites and get walking!

John Harris

www.walkinginengland.co.uk        email: john@walkinginengland.co.uk
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Mortimer Ward
Carole Gandy

t  last,  after  a  pretty  grim  winter,  spring  has
arrived,  days  are  getting  longer  and  our  spring

flowers are here to cheer us up.  For me, Spring is my
favourite season and this year more than ever.  It brings
me hope for a better year ahead and the chance for us to
really get out into our beautiful countryside and enjoy
ourselves.

A

Many of  you  will  have  received  your  first  Covid  vaccination  and many   are
waiting patiently.  I must congratulate all those involved in the mammoth task
at Leominster Sports Centre for the friendly and efficient way in which they are
operating.  We are  lucky in  Herefordshire  that  the vast  majority  of  residents
offered the jab have taken up that offer and we are outperforming many other
authorities.  

owever, many people will have experienced great hardship over the past
year.  Once  again  grants  are  available  for  businesses  and  registered

charities within Herefordshire that do not have a business rate assessment and
that have been mandated to close during the lockdown from the start of the new
year,  or  have  lost  at  least  50%  of  business  turnover  as  a  result  of  Covid
restrictions.  If that is you and you have not claimed or been contacted, please
visit the Herefordshire Council website.

H

I have not yet  been advised of the Balfour Beatty Annual road maintenance plan
for 2021/22.  As their budget has been cut again this year, despite submitting a
number of roads for resurfacing, I am not optimistic that many, if any, will be in
the Plan.  If you wish to keep up to date on what work is being carried out by
Balfour Beatty, they now have a Facebook page Herefordshire Highways.

he Council  set its Budget and Council Tax increase of 4.99% on the 12 th

February 2021.  As part of the Council Tax Reduction Scheme  some of you
will be eligible for up to a 100% rebate on ALL banded properties  but for those
who fall just outside the criteria for this, the increase could, particularly as a
result of the pandemic, make life financially very difficult.  If that is you, please
look  on  the  Herefordshire  Council  website  at  the  Council  Tax  Discretionary
Hardship Payment where it is possible the Council may be able to reduce the
amount you have to pay. If you cannot access the site then please phone 01432
260360 

T

Since my last article many events in the area have been cancelled  and I know
that  you,  like  me,  have  been  disappointed  that  they  could  not  go  ahead,
particularly as so much work is put in planning such events.  However, let us
hope that when I write my Summer article the country and the world will be well
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 on its way to coming out of this pandemic and life can return to some sort of
normality. 

s ever if you have a council related problem or just want a chat, please do
not hesitate to contact me at  carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk or phone

01568 780583/ 07792882133.
A

Carole

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Oliver Family Research

My name is Helen Lever and I am researching the Oliver family, who lived in 
and around Aymestrey. 

My Great Uncle Frank was born in 1907 at Ballsgate, his father Francis Oliver 
was born in 1875 , his occupation being listed as Rabbit Catcher. His mother was
Elsie, nee Darrell (not sure on spelling, it could be Darly), she was born in1855. I
wonder if their children went to school in the village? 
Their children - Francis (known as Frank) Louisa

Kate Albert (known as Bert)
Georgina George (known as Buchan)
Joan 

In the 1939 register Francis, Elsie and Kate lived at Oakleigh Cottage, Lower 
Lye. 

My father Adrian Lever had many happy holidays with the Oliver family at 
Porch House, Aymestrey and I think Joan and her partner Athos were the last of
the family to live at Porch House. 

Frank, aged 15, came to Wiltshire to work on many
big estates as a Gamekeeper. He was a perfectionist,
always working according to the old ways and found
the youngsters less enthusiastic. I fondly remember
him on his bike, with his dogs and his gun slung over
his shoulder. Frank was a well known character, who
cycled everywhere even into his late 80’s. In 1971 he
was awarded The Country Landowners Long service
medal for 60 years service as a game keeper on the
Pythouse and Wardour estates. He was loved by
many, but also feared by the poachers.

Have you heard or encounted the family? Please email with
any recollections to - helen08.lever@hotmail.co.uk or
telephone 07970722653
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Ken Holland – Tree Warden

A Thought on Trees 

Creating or Re-invogorating an Orchard / Community

Orchards.

hen starting an orchard of any scale it is important to be clear about your 
objectives. This will allow you to be sure you get the right trees for your site. 

Do you ultimately want big old-fashioned standard trees or smaller semi-dwarfing 
trees, which may be easier to manage. In terms of layout of your orchard, try and 
envisage what those trees will look like and what space they will occupy when fully 
grown – this is key to deciding where to plant them.

W

When it comes to choosing varieties, select those that are likely to be used, so good 
‘eaters’ or top-notch ‘cookers’. An orchard should be productive and that fruit should 
be used by the local community, maybe even some cider varieties leaving some of the
crop for the wildlife. Bear in mind that apple trees need to pollinate each other. You 
can also include other fruit tree varieties; pears – Conference is a good choice as it is
self pollinating and maybe a few plum trees and Damsons too.  

nce your trees are in the ground, they may be there for another century so 
careful planning is needed. Most fruit trees require 6-8 hours of sunlight for 

good growth and fruit ripening although as a general rule of thumb, cooking 
varieties require fewer hours. So, it’s useful to know how much sun the site receives 
in the growing season and whether there are any shady spots. The most important 
thing is that each tree is positioned in a place that receives sufficient sun and soil 
depth, is well drained and is not too close to other trees or large shrubs. Spacing 
between fruit trees should be generous to allow for competition-free root and canopy 
growth.

O

When planting trees - First, remove any grass or weeds growing on the soil around
where you want to plant the tree. I mark my space out with a plastic hula hoop, and 
remove any grass growing inside the ring. Dig a hole that is double the size of the 
tree’s root ball. Then dig over the base of the hole to loosen up the soil. This makes it
easier for the tree to grow new roots fast.

Stand the tree in the hole, making sure that the surface of the soil on its root ball is 
at the same level as the surrounding soil. A tree that is buried too deep will suffer 
poor growth. Backfill the hole with the soil you dug out. If your soil is quite poor, it 
helps to mix in some compost before you put it back in the hole. Use your heel to 
firm it all down. Stake the tree to stop it being damaged or uprooted by strong
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 winds. Drive a wooden stake into the ground just outside the root ball, tipped 
backwards at a 45 degree angle towards the trunk. This will ensure the stake 
doesn’t damage the roots. Tie the tree to the stake using a special tree tie, which is 
like a belt buckle, or an old pair of tights. These are soft so they won’t cut into the 
tree as it grows.

Finally, water in the tree really well. You can also add a weed-block material across 
the ring of bare soil around the tree, or put down a mulch of bark chippings. This 
stops water and nutrients being stolen by grass and weeds.

Now you’re ready to enjoy the year-round benefits of a mini-orchard – blossom in 
spring, leafy canopies in summer and rich, sweet fruit in autumn

Orchards provide the perfect habitat for many insects, birds and fungi. There are 
certain species that love to dwell in fruit trees, feed from their blossom or just set up
home in their old, decaying, hollow trunks. The wide spacing between orchard trees 
and the relatively short lifespan of fruit trees cultivate just the right conditions for 
some rare and unique creatures and plants.

https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/ 

Orchards for Schools 

To register for the Orchards for Schools project for 2021-22: 
https://treecouncil.org.uk/schools-and-education/orchards-for-schools/

Young Tree Champions 
The Young Tree Champions programme offers support and resources so 
schools can embark on their own nature project. We will provide all the 
guidance and free training you need to inspire your students to become 
Young Tree Champions. You don't need to have experience of delivering 
a nature project or planting trees - just the passion to transform your 
school into a #ForceForNature
Whether you apply to deliver a project with these free resources, or 
simply join us through our online club space for schools, we will 
support you every step of the way to inspire your teachers and children 
to connect and learn to unlock the power of trees.
For more information or if you have any questions, please email us at 

schools@treecouncil.org.uk
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10 Amazing Orchard Species –   to look out for in your orchard  

1. The Noble Chafer (Gnorimus nobilis)- This large, iridescent green beetle is an 
orchard icon! It is associated with orchards, but has become increasingly rare in the 
UK with the decline in traditional orchards. It spends most of its life as a larva 
inside veteran trees, particularly cherry, plum and apple, eating away at the 
decaying wood and is often identified by the lumpy “frass”, or
droppings, the larvae leave behind. The adult emerges in June to
look for a mate. If you are very lucky you might see it basking in the
sun or feeding on flowers, particularly umbellifers, but don’t confuse
it with the similar, but much more common, Rose Chafer. If you
fancy trying to find it near you, the People’s Trust for Endangered
Species are running a survey in June to better understand the habits and habitats of
this noble beetle: find out more from their website- www.PTES.org.

2. Red-belted Clearwing (Synanthedon myopaeformis)- This dark blue insect with its 
bright red ‘belt’ and wings like a stained glass window, is in fact, a moth. The larvae 
live under the bark of old trees, particularly apple, pear and almond. You might be 
lucky enough to spot an adult flying during the day from June to early August (but 
only in the south of England).

3. The European Orchard Bee (Osmia cornuta)- This rare, “solitary” bee only arrived on
our shores a couple of years ago from the continent. It is one of over 200 species of 
bee in the UK that live solitary lives (unlike social bees that live in hives, such as the
honey bee and most bumble bees). The female nests in holes in woodwork, or dead 
woody stems. She can be seen collecting pollen from fruit tree blossom from March to
June. Other bees you might see in your orchard are Tawny Mining Bee (Andrena 
fulva), Red Mason Bee (Osmia bicornis) and the Honey Bee (Apis melifera). For more
information on bees, visit -www.bwars.com

4. Shaggy Bracket (Inonotus hispidus)- Also known as Shaggy Polypore and Velvet 
Fungus, you will often see this bulbous orange velvety fungus sticking out of the side
of old apple trees. It is not harmful to the tree, but feeds on the wood in the centre 
that is already dead. Other creatures live inside, such as beetle larvae. The fungus 
turns black and falls off each year.

5. Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopus minor)- Not much bigger than a sparrow, 
this woodpecker is much smaller than its more common relative, the
Greater Spotted. It eats insects from the bark and leaves of trees, and
excavates holes in rotting branches or trunks for a nest; this makes
veteran orchards an ideal home for this bird. It is difficult to spot as it
tends to live high in the canopy. Sadly, it is also on the RSPB’s red list
of birds in severe decline. 

6. Black headed cardinal beetle (Pyrochroa coccinea)- Another colourful creature you 
could be very lucky to find in an old orchard is this rare red and black beetle. Like 
many beetles, it spends much of its life as a larva, living in dead wood where it preys
on other invertebrate larvae. It emerges as a beautiful adult in order to find a mate.
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7. Redwings and Fieldfares (Turdus iliacus and Turdus polaris)- These birds are both 
types of thrushes and are often observed in autumn and winter in large mixed flocks.
They feed on windfall fruit in orchards, as well as berries, hips and haws in 
hedgerows. The Redwing gets its name from a red patch on its flank, while the 
Fieldfare is large, handsome, grey and brown. Both birds are in severe decline and 
are on the RSPB’s red list of highest conservation priority.

8. Orchard Tooth Fungus (Sarcodontia crocea)- This is a rare fungus only found on fruit
trees! It is yellowy orange and smells of pineapple when fresh. It is made up of lots of
pointed teeth, and forms a kind of crust (rather than a bracket). It is one of the 
species Kew is asking people to look for as part of its “Lost and Found Fungi” project 
(www.kew.org/read-and-watch/lost-and-found-fungi). Only recorded about 30 times in
the UK.

9. Velvet feather moss (Brachythecium velutinum) -This is one of many “briophytes” 
(mosses and lichens) that live on orchard trees. They are harmless to the trees. It 
has long feathery green leaves, and bright red fruiting bodies on long stalks. Some 
apple varieties support more species of briophytes than others—one study by Leeds 
University found Bramley apple trees were the best!

10. Mistletoe- Most of us commonly associate this beautiful plant with Christmas and 
kissing; but not many know that it is semi-parasitic. It takes water and
salts from its (unwilling?!) ‘host’ tree but produces its own sugars through
photosynthesis. It is regarded as a pest in some orchards in the west of
England where it can be prolific, but in other orchards it is deliberately
inoculated into trees. The sticky white berries are enjoyed in winter by
Mistle Thrushes and Blackcaps. It also feeds the Mistletoe weevil, the Mistletoe 
Marble moth and three types of bug.                                              

                                                  Ken Holland

Aymestrey Good Neighbour Scheme

Our volunteers are ready to support you by helping with 

everyday tasks such as:

 Fetching prescriptions

 Occasional lifts to the doctors or hospital

 Shopping and running errands, such as posting a letter

 Practical tasks around the house such as changing a light bulb or hanging a picture

 Help with forms or letters

 Help with a computer

 Calling for a chat

If you need a volunteer then please call us on 07942 257541.
Leave a message if there is no reply and one of our volunteers will call you back.
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Talking Point
Andy Link
Chef/Patron
Riverside Inn

As the country gradually and carefully
makes its way out of lockdown with
pubs and restaurants not back to full
service until at least mid-May, Andy
tells of future plans for the Riverside
following the long shutdown.

“The important thing now is to find a positive focus.

Here at the Riverside, I and the team are using our space and time to use the previously
disused space in the grounds to create and wildlife and nature walk for our staff, guests and
the local community to enjoy and relax in.  

We have installed bird boxes, hedgehog homes, beehives, created a wildflower meadow, as
well as an array of specially designed eco-friendly habitats with diverse flora to suit many
species.  The trail also has amazing views over the beautiful Lugg Valley.

This idea stemmed from a discussion with some of the team about the catastrophic decline in
insects throughout the UK.  Like most people of my age I can remember when the car would
be plastered in insects after a drive.

Since those times our insect population has declined by 25% per decade.  There are also 40
million fewer songbirds than in the 1970s.

Much of this is driven by habitat loss, and changed to farming practices.

The advent of gardens with paving and decking replacing shrubbery hasn’t helped either.  We
all need to do our bit to help create mini habitats in every nook and cranny we can find to
help nature thrive again.

For example, a pond, even a tiny one, will provide a valuable habitat for invertebrates, newts
and frogs, as well as providing a source of drinking and bathing water for birds.

Alongside this we are planting 20 more heritage fruit trees, including some traditional local
varieties.   When we welcome visitors again, we hope they will gain inspiration from our
wildlife gardening, and that some of these ideas will be replicated in their own homes.”

From Hereford Times 18th February 2021

.
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Gerald (‘Gerry’) Lindon Griffiths (1927 – 2021)

…A springful of larks in a rolling
Cloud and the roadside bushes brimming with whistling
Blackbirds and the sun of October
Summery
On the hill's shoulder,
Here were fond climates and sweet singers suddenly
Come in the morning where I wandered and listened
To the rain wringing
Wind blow cold
In the wood faraway under me…

Poem in October (extract) - Dylan Thomas, 1945

Our Dad, Gerry, lived in Yatton for 67 years, during that time developing a profound 
sense of belonging, attachment and love for its landscapes and for the community of 
neighbours and friends amongst whom he lived. He settled here in 1954, with our mum 
Joan and daughter Jill, at Laurel Cottage, where Jane was born in 1955 and Phil, some 
years later in 1967. 

Dad had a deep and appreciative love for the natural world and recently expressed his 
sadness at the disappearance of the nightjar’s song and the cry of the curlew, birds 
which were once part of the soundscape of Yatton and that he could hear from his house 
(Orchard Green). His long life and enduring fitness was helped through time spent every
day, working in the garden, experiencing the changing seasons and through the views 
up to Yatton Hill. Merely living in a community was not enough for Dad. He recognised 
the importance of pitching in and doing his bit and for some years was a member of the 
Parish Council and acted as a coach for the Aymestrey tug-o-war team.

Gerry spent his working life as an engineer, his first job being at the BBC’s transmitting
station at Woofferton. His time there (1943 – 1987) was punctuated by his being called 
up to an army Signals team in India, serving under Lord Louis Mountbatten and a 
period immediately after, with the BBC at Skelton in Cumbria. In 1949, he returned to 
Woofferton where he was to spend the rest of his working life, in an environment where 
he enjoyed close and enduring friendships.

Dad retired in 1985, his life afterwards being more orientated around sport, especially 
golf, one of the joys of his life. Thereafter, he cultivated a wide circle of golfing mates 
and was a well-respected member (and sometime captain) of Kington Golf Club, as well 
as travelling far and wide to play in Britain and further afield. Sadly, Mum became 
unwell several years after Dad retired and a diagnosis of breast cancer took her from us,
way too early in April 1995. Dad was devastated, but with the support of his friends 
here in Herefordshire, he learned to live life without her. He treasured his friendships 
and got up to some pretty hilarious stuff over the years, sometimes involving fast cars, 
sports, whisky, and fishing, but mostly golf. It was on a golf holiday in South Africa that 
he met Maureen, his companion and carer with whom he spent a happy sixteen years 
until he passed away. In speaking to his many friends over the past days, one word 
stands out more than others…Dad was a lot of fun!

Jill Ebrey, Jane Griffiths and Phil Griffiths, March 2021
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Dear Aymestrey Matters
The Aymestrey Parish litter pickers wish to express their gratitude to everyone who helps keep the 
Parish environment beautiful and safe for wildlife.

The type of litter collected is mostly drinks cans, glass bottles and bits of plastic and metal. The 
litter pickers do not trespass to litter pick and so see litter they cannot collect. It would be great if 
landowners (especially near watercourses) could check their land for litter and remove it. Many 
thanks!

Dear Aymestrey Matters
As a resident of Yatton, with a terrible internet line, I am pleased to hear that Gigaclear have finally 
managed to get over the river and most of Yatton can now get cable if they wish. BUT Yatton Marsh
is not yet connected due, we are told, to a service box being damaged and reported, over three 
months ago. Unfortunately Gigaclear are unable to give a definite date for repair. We remain ever 
hopeful.  Anon
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Letters and contributions are most welcome, please send to
editor@aymestrey.org

Congratulations
 Marge and Barry Wright

Diamond Wedding Anniversary
25th March 2021

Marge and Barry met as teenage sweethearts in 1956 when Marge was 16 and Barry 17, and 
they were married on March 25th 1961 at Essington Church near Wolverhampton.  They went 
on to have 3 sons and a daughter who now live in Pennsylvania, Jersey and Shropshire.  Since 

retiring to Small Acre Park at Mortimer’s Cross in 2001 Barry and Marge have been 
supporters of many of the events at Aymestrey Parish Hall, and have also been keen members 

of the Indoor Bowling Club.



PARISH PEOPLE
Here are some details for people in the parish you might need to contact

     

PARISH COUNCIL
                Chair                                               Vice-chair                                           Clerk

 Ian Goddard  Helen Hamilton Maggie Brown
    770251                   709155         clerk@aymestrey.org

Tel: 07398 222310

Members
 Ian Banks 770816 webadmin@aymestrey.org

     John Probert 708484     -      David Duggan 07790704674
      Eleanor Waldron            -      Mike Snoswell  (both via Clerk)

              Special Responsibilities 
Lengthsman:  David Williams        Footpaths:  Dave Dunn 770224         

         Tree Wardens:  Helen Hamilton  and Ken Holland 
Mortimer Medical Practice Patient Rep:  Sue Burke conceptgroup@btopenworld.com

Ward Councillor  
Carole Gandy 01568 780583 carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk

VILLAGE HALL
Chair: Steph Dunn  770224

Bookings:   Ruth Scamp 709031
Tickets:  Ruth Scamp and Steph Dunn 

CHURCH
Reverend Julie Read  708255.

               Churchwardens:  Meg Thorpe 780384   Stuart Hutchings  01547540511,  07961117050

AYMESTREY MATTERS
Editorial Team

editor@aymestrey.org
Denise Booth 07434621260           Martyn Booth 07748604215

Aymestrey Website:   www.aymestrey.org
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Mortimer Medical
Practice

News from the Patient Participation Group (PPG)

wo "virtual" meetings have been held since last October:  one on 19th January
and a follow-up on 25th February, 2021.  Since activities continue to move 

quickly because of the COVID situation, we will do our best to provide 
information that is as up-to-date as possible here.  

T

As most of you would know, our practice is participating with five others at the 
Leominster Bridge Street Sports Centre by providing a proportionate share of 
vaccinators, GPs and administrative staff.  Needless to say, this re-assignment of 
staff has had an effect on the number of "regular" appointments that can be 
offered at the practice offices.  As reported previously, all Face-to-Face doctor 
appointments, if deemed necessary, must be preceded by a telephone consultation
with a GP.  Normal ‘Blood Work’ appointments can still be arranged with the 
receptionist.

The number of telephone and face-to-face appointments that were scheduled are 
as follows:
1. Through 20 December, 2020:  3362 with 83 not attended or 2.5%.
2. Through approximately 20 January, 2021:  3110 with 72 not attended or 2.3%.
3. Figures for the next period are not available at the time of this writing, but we 
would assume very similar in number.

PRACTICE STAFFING CHANGES:

     *  Dr. Richard Dales will be emigrating in March/April.
     *  Dr. Morgan Cadman-Davies has joined the practice as of 1st March and she 
will be a new practice partner.

he COVID vaccination program is going very well with 350 appts. having 
been offered during the week of 22 February to Cohort 6 and the newly 

added vulnerable people and those with learning disabilities.  No word at this 
writing when Cohort 7 will begin.

T

Some invitations for second doses for patients having received their first dose 
back in December have been sent out, but the clinic on 3rd March had to be 
cancelled for 65 people, as the vaccine did not arrive on time.  This is the main 
reason the practice has avoided scheduling both first and second doses at the be-
ginning.  
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REQUEST FROM THE PRACTICE:  ALL PATIENTS SHOULD BE CERTAIN THAT 
THEIR LANDLINE AND MOBILE PHONE NUMBERS ARE UP TO DATE, AS THAT 
IS OFTEN THE METHOD THAT HAS TO BE USED TO CONTACT PEOPLE ON A 
TIMELY BASIS RE VACCINATION APPOINTMENT AVAILABILITY.  

ALSO NOTE:  It was noted in the 4th March "Hereford Times" that parking fees 
will come into effect from 29th March for anyone parking at the Leominster 
Sports Centre for any reason other than to get their jab.  THOSE ATTENDING 
THE VACCINATION CLINIC WILL NOT HAVE TO PAY FOR PARKING.

Even though many of us have received our first COVID vaccination and some 
even their second, PLEASE CONTINUE TO WEAR YOUR MASKS, SOCIALLY-
DISTANCE AND WASH YOUR HANDS FREQUENTLY SO ALL OF US WILL 
CONTINUE TO BE PROTECTED!!!     STAY SAFE!

Susan Burke, PPG   MMP
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Answers -Quiz

1. Bright Orange
2. 330
3. Cherries
4. Aphrodite
5. Pride and Prejudice
6. Rabies
7. A Fish
8. A Jenny
9. Greek Goddess of Spring
10.Hair

 Answers -Brain Teasers

1. An envelope
2. A Palm Tree
3. A vicious circle
4. He was bald
5. Smile
6. A secret
7. Tulips (Two lips)
8. The future
9. A piano
10.A clock

MYSTERY SEEDS
You should already have seen this year's mystery seeds attached to the
cover. Please do join in and follow these instructions to reveal what your
mystery seeds are, in time to show them off at the Village Fete Produce

Show.
Planting Instructions

• Place seeds on the surface of compost and cover with a fine sprinkling of 
vermiculite or compost.

• Place in a polythene bag on a windowsill. Germination takes 7-21 days.
• When seedlings are large enough transplant into individual pots and grow 
• on ready to show at the fete! 



DATES FOR DIARIES
2021

Please Note the regular When, What, Where is a reminder, for the Future and
will Only Recommence when Easing Lockdown Allows

                   When                                                           What                                                  Where            
Mondays 7.30pm Carpet Bowls PH
Thursdays 8.00pm (excepting last 
Thursday of the Month Sept to April)

Sequence dancing PH

Thursday 7.30pm (last Thursday of 
the Month) from Sept to April

Aymestrey Branch 
Herefordshire Wildlife Trust

PH

Wednesday 11am to to 12.15pm Hatha Yoga PH
Thursdays 9.30am to 10.30am
 and  10.45am to 11.45 am

Pilates PH

       March
Sunday 28th 10.30am Palm Sunday Benefice Service Kingsland
Wednesday 24th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting PH or Zoom tbc

April
Good Friday 2nd  10am Good Friday Service Aymestrey
Sunday 4th  Easter Day 11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

followed by the Annual Easter Egg hunt!
Aymestrey

Sunday 4th Easter Day 3.30pm Holy Communion (CW) Leinthall Earls
Sunday 11th  10.30am Benefice Service Kingsland
Sunday 18th  3.30pm Evening Prayer Leinthall Earls
Wednesday 28h 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting PH or Zoom tbc

May
Sunday 2nd 11am Holy Communion (BCP ) Aymestrey
Sunday 9th 10.30 Rogation Sunday Service Eardisland
Sunday 16th 3.30pm Evening Prayer Leinthall Earls
Whit Sunday 23rd 11am Holy Communion (BCP ) Aymestrey
Wednesday 26th 7.00pm Annual Meeting of the Parish Council PH or Zoom tbc
Sunday 30th 10.30am Benefice 5th Sunday Kingsland

June
Sunday 6th 11am Holy Communion (BCP) Aymestrey
Sunday 13th 11am Holy Communion (BCP ) Aymestrey
Sunday 20th 3.30pm Evening Prayer Leinthall Earls
Wednesday 23rd  7.30pm Parish Council Meeting PH or Zoom tbc

July
Saturday 17th  from 1pm Aymestrey Village Fete tbc
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 Small, Strange yet Cute in Yatton

We are sure that some of you will have noticed the arrival of several strange and 
unusual animals in Yatton over recent months. After all, the likes of Rheas, Alpacas 
and Pygmy Goats are not quite the norm for your average Herefordshire field!

It all started when we saw an advert for a couple of, in calf, miniature Hereford Cows.
As you can imagine, we couldn’t resist and shortly after this, things developed further
when James came home with a trio of Rheas in the boot of his fiesta! (With Mum 
away at the time, there was no one around to be a sensible
influence!)     

With the cows and Rheas on site, thoughts quickly turned to how
we could turn our love of animals (and their cute babies) into a
business that would help pay for their upkeep! With the kids
having grown up on a farm, the natural conclusion was to keep
and breed a few different varieties. So we then set about
thinking about what other animals we could add, with a focus on
those that would hopefully avoid the food chain, like Pygmy
Goats and Alpacas. 

Six months down the line and with many different animals now
in situ, thoughts turned to perhaps opening, for a few weekends,
over Spring and Summer to share the animals (and their
cuteness) with the public.  After some initial hesitation, we’ve now decided to give it a 
go, on a temporary basis and (Covid restrictions allowing) we hope to open mid-April 
to welcome our first visitors. 

There will hopefully be lots of baby animals (piglets, lambs, calves, chicks and baby 
bunnies to name but a few) for people to see. We will also have a few picnic benches 
and tea, coffee and cakes for those that wish to sit a while and just enjoy the beautiful
surroundings of Yatton. 

We’ve tried to make the prices reasonable to enable as many people as possible to 
share in the joy of our animal collection. So Covid restrictions allowing, please come 
and visit, we hope to see you soon. 

Further details will be available on …..www.yattonfarmpark.co.uk
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