


 

    

BOOKS FOR SALE

‘Walks of Aymestrey Parish’
&

‘Aymestrey and Leinthall Earls
in the First World War’

£5 each
   For your copy

Contact Ken Holland 01568 770367
kendoh10@gmail.com

 Lockdown Changes

Within Government Rules the Parish Hall will be open for 
public use and for our regular bookings and activities, where

permitted.
Please check‘A’ board outside the hall and Aymestrey Website:

www.aymestrey.org 

Parish Council

Meetings currently held
on-line via 

GoToMeeting

Contact clerk to join meeting

  

FUN QUIZ
Parish Hall 2nd Friday

In the month

Come and have some fun
See others- socially distant

of course. Teams of up-to 4Save the Date

Saturday 31st
October

Village Bonfire

This is currently being 
planned but, as usual, is  
subject to future Covid-19 

regulations

PARISH HALL
AUTUMN TIDY UP

Saturday 3rd October
10am

Meet at the Hall

http://www.aymestrey.org/
mailto:kendoh10@gmail.com


EDITORS’ PAGE

adly Coronavirus is still very much with us and still causing problems 
and anxieties for us all. It makes decisions difficult as to whether events 

should go ahead or indeed even be considered, but we remember the adage - 
‘life must go on’, so hopefully all the events listed in this edition will happen, 
under the appropriate covid rules.

S

he excellent, yet worrying article, by Mary Heale on the pollution threats 
to our rivers is starkly brought home to us and is another current area 

for concern. We remember back to the days in the West Riding of Yorkshire 
where the colour of the river changed daily depending on the colour of cloth 
being produced (this thankfully ceased with the demise of the textile 
industry and tighter regulations)– we must not let this happen here.

T

n a more uplifting note, we ran a junior writing competition on the back 
of the Produce Show, the winning entry is published on page 20. 

Congratulations to Violet who receives a book token as her prize.
O

utumn arrives and its colours are beautifully portrayed by Richard Partiss’ 
front cover, we again thank him for this.A
here is a new page called ‘Post Box’, we would love this to continue but it is 
entirely dependant on your contributions.T

Denise & Martyn

Please forward all articles, photos, notices and letters to
 editor@aymestrey.org

Spooky Stories Wanted

Does anyone have any spooky stories from in and
around the parish? A book is being compiled to pull
the spooky goings on of Aymestrey Parish together

and any contributions big or small will be most welcome. 
Please send your terrifying tales and eerie anecdotes to

 Ken Holland 01568 770367 or email  kendoh10@gmail.com
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Ruth Scamp

& Steph Dunn

Good News 
Your Parish Hall reopened with a Fun Quiz on Friday 11th Sept. 

As you might have guessed there have not been any bookings over the last few 
months due to Covid 19. That is not to say there has been nothing going on at 
the Hall. The Committee has taken the opportunity to complete various Hall 
maintenance tasks. Firstly the Hall floor was waxed twice; this has been the 
longest time it has ever had for it to harden off before any footfall. The next and 
biggest noticeable difference has been that the whole of the outside has had some
boarding replaced and also been treated twice over. Also the railings outside the 
main entrances have also been repainted, the cooker in the kitchen has been 
serviced and the hot water system upgraded. All in all, the entire Hall is looking 
good so once we are rid of Covid 19 we will be back in business again. At the 
current time we are limited to a total of 30 people in the Hall at any one time 
and also limited to groups of no more than 6.

Some of our regular Hall Hirers are already looking at a return whilst remaining
Covid secure and observing social distance guidelines. Please look out for the 
roadside A Boards which will advertise these activities.

Although the Hall has been closed there was still an opportunity to hold a 
Produce Event in July.  Also the excellent Musical Event, held at Yatton Court 
on 5th September by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Hurcomb, was well supported 
and again thanks must go to Dan Hurcomb and his team of helpers for 
organising these events (see separate event reviews elsewhere in Aymestrey 
Matters).  

Looking to the future we have been forced to move the scheduled Village Quire 
event 26th September and the Comedy/Magician Night 28th November forward 
to 2021.  The North Herefordshire Indoor Carpet Bowls League has also had to 
be postponed for the first time in 20+ years. Once the current restrictions are 
lifted we will be more than happy to welcome back the Friday Film Club, the 
Wildlife Trust and the Monday Carpet Bowlers. 

By the time you read this we hope the regular monthly Fun Quiz Nights will 
back on the 2nd Friday in the month through until April 2021. Dates are:  9th 
October, 13th November, 11th December.  Covid 19 precautions will apply but 
we do hope you will feel able to come along and test your knowledge.

Unfortunately Simon and Karen Abbiss have decided, due to the latest 
restrictions, to cancel the Apple Pressing which was to be in the Hall car park on
Saturday 24th October.  They would still be more than happy to press for people,
if you took your apples to their base in Upper Dormington HR1 4ED. Contact 
abbiss.drinks@gmail.com As usual there will be a small charge for this service.
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If you are interested in making a Hall booking please contact Ruth Scamp 01568 
709031 to discuss or via the website www.https//aymestrey.org 

On Saturday 3 October 10am there will be an Autumn Tidy Up at the Hall when 
we will be looking to do some outdoor maintenance including painting, 
gardening, fence maintenance and concreting. Refreshments will be provided so 
if you have a spare hour and are feeling community minded please come and join
us.  

Music Quiz

1. What is the number of the Beethoven
Symphony ‘Eroica’?

2. Name the Genesis vocalist before Phil
Collins?

3. Who sang about his ‘Little Stick of Blackpool Rock’?

4. Which Beatle was born the first?

5. Vivaldi wrote music about which Pizza topping?

6. Ozzy Osbourne was lead singer with which Heavy Metal Band?

7. Who composed ‘Rhapsody in Blue’?

8. Definitely Maybe was this bands first album?

9. Tamla-Motown were based in which U.S city?

10.Gerry Dorsey changed his stage name to what in 1965?

11.What year was the original ‘Live Aid’?

12.The last UK act to win Eurovision were?

See page 25 for answers
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Mortimer Ward
Carol Gandy

his  has  been  the  strangest  few
months I have ever experienced. I

suspect  that some of  you have found
new interests  and the opportunity to
relax  more  and  appreciate  the
wonderful countryside we have around
us.  For me, although I am attending
regular Zoom meetings, it has meant  I
have  not  had  to  spend  half  my  day
travelling  to  and  from  Hereford  and
therefore I too have had more time to
appreciate this beautiful County.  

T

For  many  of  you  involved  in  the
community  groups,  the  Parish  Hall
and  the  Church  this  has  been  a
difficult time. You do what you do in
order to provide a service and a social
meeting place for local residents, this
has been taken away from you.  Times
ahead will be challenging as you work
your  way  through  the  reams  of
guidance,  which  changes  often,  in
order to be able to once again provide
that service.  

 must  thank  all  those  volunteers
who have, throughout the pandemic,

worked  so  hard  in  getting  shopping
and  prescriptions  or  just  offering  a
listening ear. By those who have been
shielding  your  work  has  been  much
appreciated.  As  someone  who
volunteered a lot in my earlier life, I
know how rewarding this can be and I
do hope that some of you will continue
working  with  the  Aymestrey  Good
Neighbour  Scheme  after  the
pandemic,.  There  are  always  those
who  due  to  their  frailty  or  other
circumstances  need  continuing
support. I would also like to convey my
thanks  to  those  businesses  in
Aymestrey   who  have  adapted  their
way of working in order to support the
more  vulnerable  in  Aymestrey   and
the  surrounding  area.   I  know  that
this has, in many cases, been a costly
exercise but it is greatly appreciated.

I

        6

he   area   around    Aymestrey
attracts  many   tourists  and  it  is

good  to  see  them  coming  back  and
hopefully spending their money in our
local businesses.

T

orking with HNT, Plant Life and
Verging on Wild; Balfour Beatty

have identified verges on C & U roads
which  due  to  their  potential  natural
beauty have had a sign erected  - ‘DO
NOT CUT YET’ and these will be cut
just once when the wild flowers have
seeded. These areas are not in places
where there would be issues of safety.
This  is  a  trial  and  is  in  operation
across the county. Balfour Beatty are
also looking at a Cut and Collect trial,
which they know is something parish
council’s want to see.  They do have to
look  at  the  cost  of  providing  extra
equipment,  which  would  be  required
to collect the grass , whilst recognising
the  harm  it  can  do,  particularly  to
horses. 

W

 must congratulate the Parish Hall
Committee  for  their  initiative  in

putting  on  a  Produce  Competition
during this pandemic.  We entered our
“Mystery  Aymestrey  Matters”  seed
which is now taller than our bungalow
and still not flowered. I am told it is a
Cosmos  which  I  understand  means
“Universe” and it is certainly reaching
for that!

I

As always if you wish to contact me do
not hesitate to do so on ;-
carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk or 
01568 780583 or 07792882133
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In the World of  Pollinators. 
From  Steph & Dave Dunn

here is evidence that populations of bees and other pollinators are less 
healthy and abundant than they have been. A continued decline in 

pollinators will have serious implications for biodiversity, for food production and
the ornamental garden. The main causes are loss of habitat for nesting and 
foraging through changes in land use, pollution and climate change. 

T

A pollinator is almost any insect that visits flowers and the name does not relate 
solely to the honey bee (Apis mellifera – wild and farmed colonies).  So, when you 
spot bumblebees (Bombus – approx. 24 species in UK with 12 species visiting 
gardens), solitary bees (Anthophila – 260 species in UK), wasps (Vespidae), 
hoverflies (Syriphidae), moths and butterflies (Lepidoptera) and even some 
beetles they are all doing their bit in your garden or on your crops.

oneybees have been around and pollinating flowers for more than 120 
million years; they have evolved to become very good at it.  Let’s crunch 

some numbers: out of interest it has been calculated that there are roughly 80 
million honeybee hives in the world, each containing perhaps 40,000 bees 
through the spring and summer. That adds up to 3.2 trillion bees. They feed 
themselves for free, breed for free, and even give us honey as a bonus. But here’s 
a thought scientific experiments are underway to look into producing robotic, 
man-made bees which all sounds very Sci-Fi but yes it is happening! What would 
the cost be of replacing honeybees with robots? Even if the robots
could be built, complete with power pack and control devices, even for
one penny each (if that were possible) it would cost £32 billion to build
them. And how long would they last? Some would malfunction, some
would get caught out in the rain, and some would be damaged by
wind or spiders’ webs. If we very optimistically calculate the lifespan
at one year, that means spending £32 billion every year (and continually littering
the environment with trillions of tiny robots, unless they could be made 
biodegradable). What about the environmental costs of manufacture? What 
resources would they require, what carbon footprint would they have? Real bees 
avoid all of these issues; they are self-replicating, self-powering, and essentially 
carbon neutral.    

H

 much more economical way to sustain pollination by our pollinators is to 
look at changing land use.  Developing underused areas like the motorway 

and railway embankments, roadside verges and roundabouts.  Planting out a 
diverse variety of plants to attract the pollinators must be a more general 
possibility. Even in our own gardens we can adopt this approach. So here is my 
Top 17 of plants to cultivate that pollinators and you will enjoy.

A

Alliums Borage Buddleia - Butterfly Bush
Catmint Cosmos Echinacea - Coneflower
Dahlia – single flowering Daisy Foxglove
Goldenrod Lavender Marigold
Marjoram Asclepias – Milkweed Scabious
Snapdragon Sunflower

References www.rhs.org.uk        http://www.sussex.ac.uk/lifesci/goulsonlab/blog/robotic-bees
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Church Notice Board

         
          HARVEST FESTIVAL

           St Alkmund, Aymestrey
         Friday 2nd October at 10am

  Decorating the church for Harvest Festival

   All contributions of Fruit and Vegetables
  from your garden would be most welcome 

                 CHURCH AUTUMN FAYRE
    
                    Saturday 7th  November

@ 2pm Parish Hall Aymestrey

 Further details: Alexia Philips 770189

           

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm
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       HARVEST FESTIVAL
      SERVICE

           St John the Baptist and 
          St Alkmund, Aymestrey     
                Friday 2nd  October
                      at 6.30pm

 

      CHRISTINGLE       CAROL 
  SERVICE       SERVICE 

   @3.30PM                4pm 20/12/20
  Sunday 13th             @ St Alkmund

            December                 Aymestrey
        
          St Andrew’s         followed by usual mulled

        Leinthall Earls           wine & mince pies  
      
                                                           (if restrictions allow)

   

     
 tb
c

     
 tb
c

*********************************

Hello, Let me introduce myself. 

            I am Katie (Katriona) Smith, the new curate-designate for the Mortimer’s Cross  
Churches. I was licensed as a Lay Worker (LLW) on the 5th July at the Cathedral. 
This was a very special time accompanied by my husband, Colin and Julie who 
will be my  training incumbent. I have lived in Kingsland for many years  but 
here are 5 things you may not know about me:

1. I was born in Ayr on the west coast of Scotland and was baptised by my 
grandfather, a Church of Scotland minister. My great grandfather and great 
uncle were also Church of Scotland ministers.

2. I have been married to Colin for 32 years. We first met at Police Training 
College at Bruche in Warrington.

3. My interests include the creative arts: I am a painter working in multi media 
collage and acrylic as well as doing pastel portraits and textile art. I have been 
known to combine all of the above!

4. Over the years I have taken part in many sports including fencing and karate.
5. Last but not least… at the end of every year I make a list of “things I would like 

to have a go at next year!” (not a bucket list). This year’s list included things 
like: knit socks (haven’t managed that yet) and grow something to eat and eat 
it, which I have done.

I will be working on a Thursday and a Sunday so please stop and have a chat so
I can get to know 5 things I may not know about you. 



Aymestrey and Leinthall 
Earls Churches
Rev. Julie Read

 come with words of thanks to 
the parishioners of Aymestrey 

and Leinthall Earls for their 
generosity shown, both to the 
villages and churches, in light of 
the Covid 19 situation we find 
ourselves in. 

I

Thanks to Philip and Domenica 
Dunne for opening up their 
gardens at Gatley for  Leinthall 
church. The weather held and it 
was a lovely day in which to catch 
up with people, who had been holed
up and out of sight for months. It 
was the time of dahlias and daisies 
and a time to remember VJ day 
with a short service at 11am as we 
started and 2 minutes silence to 
remember the sacrifice made by 
those who fought in the far east.

his last weekend has seen an 
Open Air Concert at Yatton 

Court thanks to the inspiration and
leadership of Dan  Hurcomb, who 
with his team put on a spectacular 
event. There was a professional 
outdoor stage and sound system, 
all set in the lawns of  Yatton 
Court thanks to the generosity of 
his parents Ruth and Matthew 
Hurcomb. The weather was perfect 
and apart from the sound of 
tractors bringing in last of the corn 
harvest there was a hush, the birds
joining in with the music of the 
Lark Ascending played by Litsa 
Tunnah on the violin. That brought
a precious moment of joy in the 
midst of the Covid confusion that 
affects most of our lives. The 
concert has a lovely mix of voices, 
clarinets and trumpets and the 
grand finale were two Welsh 
National Opera Singers who, 
starved of performing, gave their 
time and talents to sing opera 
favourites and songs from the 
shows – Nessum Dorma and 
“Maria” sang in my mind long after

T

the notes finished.
9

There was a wonderful socially 
distanced audience and an evening 
that will be long remembered. A 
closing collection for the Air 
Ambulance as well as a profit, from
the evening, for the Church and the
Parish Hall will be welcome after 
the dry year of  fundraising. Thank
you one and all.

unday services have resumed 
and following on from the 

podcasts that have been kindly put 
up each week by Ian on the 
Aymestrey Website and the pattern
of services each week will be as 
follows-

S

11am at Aymestrey on the first two
Sundays of the month, 
3.30pm at Leinthall on the 3rd 
Sunday (this month it will be 
Harvest) 
9.30am Open the Book service on 
the 4th Sunday at Aymestrey. 

On the 27th September however we 
will be joining Katie for the 
Ordination Service at the 
Cathedral at 5.15pm and that will 
be livestreamed via a link I will put
up, as there are only 30 allowed in 
the cathedral for this event. It 
must the first time for many, many
years that we have had an 
ordination from amongst us and I 
hope you will join with me in 
congratulating Katie and 
welcoming her as she embarks on 
this new ministry among us.



e also have a pastoral 
assistant Peter Greenfield 

with us this year. He has been in 
London working in a church there 
and has come to us for some rural 
experience as part of a discernment
process to see if ordained ministry 
is his calling.

W
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 look forward to seeing you in the
coming months. Please do stay 

safe and speak out if you need 
assistance from the parish or the 
church. I hope for all our sakes we 
will be able to safely gather at 
Harvest and Christmas for 
important times of thanksgiving 
and prayer. Hope to see you then

I

All good wishes

Julie

 
PORCH PRODUCE

This has been a fascinating venture which arose out of the dreaded Lockdown 
which confined us all to our homes and caused many of us (me included) to 
concentrate our time and labours on our gardens.

It soon became evident that some of our parish gardeners had been extremely 
good at nurturing particular seeds and plants and had an abundance of 
certain vegetables, whilst others had success with different varieties.....and so 
swapping took place via text and email alerting interested parties of 'who had 
what, and where'!  Plants and seedlings were surreptitiously distributed, with 
tomato plants left on garden walls, leeks and courgettes by garden gates and 
in some cases, plants were left for collection by others at the church porch.  

This system seemed to comply with Covid 19 restrictions and yet allowed our 
green fingered parishioners free range to fill their gardens whilst the garden 
centres were sadly closed.  There were reports of excellent germination from 
the contents of very out of date seed packets.....personally I had amazing 
success with tomato and purple sprouting seeds (found lurking at the back of 
my rather battered seed box) which should have been planted by 2013 and 
2015 respectively! Hopefully those seeds will provide a good number of parish 
households with delicious home grown bounty!

As a result of all this industry, the vicar had a brainwave.... and ‘Porch 
Produce ‘ was launched in time to co-inside with the re-opening of the 
churches, thus enabling excess plants and produce to be left in the porches for 
others to collect and enjoy, with just a little contribution in the donations tube
inside the church. 

The variety of produce which has appeared.... and subsequently disappeared, 
has been good to see.... from lettuces, cherries and sweet peas to damsons, 
tomatoes and courgettes.  The only great problem is that all the donated 
plants and produce arrive mysteriously and disappear in the same way, so we 
are unable to thank all those who have supported this venture by 'bringing or 
buying' and donating, so.... THANK YOU! 

Thanks also to Lisa who has kept an eye on Porch Produce, spreading the 
word of what is available and diligently administered the watering can!

                                                                                                                                                            
Meg Thorpe



Starting an Orchard, or just planting an Apple Tree?

Chris Evans

utumn is upon us – it’s inevitable, whether we’ve had a good summer 
or not. Maybe you’re considering planting some new fruit trees, maybe

caring for the ones you have. Here’s some points to ponder.
A

Choosing varieties and rootstock is the first stage. Do you want dessert, 
cookers, juicers or cider? Some varieties like Ashmead’s Kernel are good at
all, some are very specific. Do you want early, mid-season or late? Bearing 
in mind that the later ripening varieties are usually the best keepers. 
Discovery is one of the earliest; Adam’s Permain one of the latest. Do you 
want a small tree for the patio or step-over, or a large tree that can hold 
its own in a hedge? This will be determined by the rootstock: M25 makes 
the largest tree; M27 the smallest. I usually advise to use a large rootstock
and prune to size, as it’s generally a healthier tree.

lanting comes next. I grow trees in polythene pots on pallets because 
the roots self-prune and even if 2-3 years old the roots form a lovely 

ball within the pot, and they can be planted at any time, so you can keep 
them happy while you decide where to plant them.

P

Don’t dig more than the size of the root ball, and don’t add compost to the 
hole unless it’s particularly poor soil. Instead, add a thick layer of compost 
on top once it’s planted, and a thicker layer of mulch on top of that. It’s 
better to feed from the top, that’s how nature does it. You can inoculate 
the soil with good forest duff to provide some micro-organisms.

inally, trees don’t naturally grow alone – they like to have a whole 
community with them. Surrounding your tree with companions such 

as oregano, tansy, mugwort, rosemary, thyme, lavender or mint will help, 
with ground covers of clover, nasturtium and buckleaf sorrel, and fertility 
cyclers like comfrey, will add health to the system and edible yields too. 
This concept moves us from a regular orchard to more of a “forest garden” 
design, increasing diversity for the benefit of wildlife as well as 
productivity.

F

Chris runs Applewood Permaculture Centre at Orleton Common with his partner
Looby, and as well as selling grafted apples runs permaculture courses including 
forest gardening, grafting and pruning workshops. See them at 
www.applewoodcourses.com or contact him on cevans@gn.apc.org

Chris has kindly offered to do an article on pruning in our next issue.

Eve’s Pudding Recipe

Ingredients – 50g (2oz) Margarine, 50g (2oz) Caster sugar, 50g (2oz) Self-raising 
flour, 1 egg, 500g (1 lb) Apples,a little extra sugar to taste.
Method – Peel and slice the apples, stew for a short time with30ml (2tbsp) of water, 
sweeten to taste. Cream the margarine and sugar until light and fluffy; beat in the 
egg and steadily add the flour. Place the stewed apples in a greased ovenproof dish 
then cover with the cake mixture.
Bake in a moderate oven, 180°C, 350°F, gas mark 4, for 30 minutes.
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Dear Editors,
Please pass on our thanks and 
congratulations for the excellent event 
organised by Dan, Dianne and Catherine 
at the Village Hall recently. The event 
was well supported by the locals and the 
standards really high. 
I really enjoyed putting my entries 
together. Just a shame I was robbed by 
"better entries" of all those gold medals!! 
Looking forward to next year in the real 
world! 
Many thanks again 

Jackie Sayer and Simon Daws
The Leathers. 

*********

We would like to thank everyone who was
so helpful to us during the lockdown, 
especially,-  Ken Holland, Dianne Partis, 
Andy Link, Ian Banks, Debbie Brown & 
Carole Price.

Your kindness, caring, generosity and 
practical help has been so appreciated.

Don & Marion Griffiths

*********
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An Evening of Classical Music and Opera

Just to say congratulations on a 
wonderful evening on Saturday 5th Sept.
We were delighted to be involved and 
loved every minute.
The programme was great. We stayed 
around for most of the second half. 
(Without extra layers over concert dress 
eventually the cold got me!) The violin 
solo was hauntingly beautiful and the 
opera singers just amazing.
Attendance looked good and we hope you 
made all that you needed for the village 
charities.
We hope you liked what we did, and 
would be happy to perform for any future 
event you might plan in Aymestrey.
Thanks also for your kind donation to the
Herefordshire Music Fund on our behalf.
With very best wishes to you and all who 
organised the event, 

Rebecca Blackman - Conspiro Clarinets 
 

 * * *

Congratulations on a first class 
event……. the choice of pieces for the 
clarinets was brilliant to show off the 
range of the instrument ……. that did not
really prepare us for the second half.  
Each soloist was simply outstanding,  
Tom and Rebecca were 
brilliant…….Rebecca was strong 
throughout the register.  Tom was her 
equal in quality and clarity with an 
equally strong delivery……..

A truly enjoyable occasion and an abiding
memory

Ian Goddard

Letters and contributions are most welcome, please send to
editor@aymestrey.org



Notes From The 
Marsh
 4th June- 4th September 2020

iger seen in Yatton garden!  -  
shotguns away, please – it was a 

gorgeous Scarlet Tiger moth sitting 
peacefully in the long grass, forewings 
with some yellow as well as white 
spots, hindwings a rich red.  

T

Other ferocious creatures were sighted
through June, a Bloody-Nosed Beetle –
they can spit red stuff if alarmed; this 
one was walking wounded, half a front
leg gone.  A Wasp Beetle – a black-
and-yellow woodland cheat, it has no 
sting.  A tiny Capsid bug with two red 
spots; I always thought capsids
were vegetarian – Deraeocoris
ruber snacks on small insects. 
Recently, an Ichneumon Wasp
was spotted (Pimpla rufipes),
very dapper black with orange-
red legs and a vicious-looking
ovipositor; they use
caterpillars as baby food.  I
met a Burying Beetle by the pond; 
orange-red and black scavengers 
which lay eggs on or near carrion.

ess menacing was a Speckled Bush
Cricket, pretending to be a bit of 

sunflower leaf; a lovely bright green, 
but the Speckled bit confused me 
slightly – tiny brownish speckles only 
visible at close quarters.  Again, not a 
lot of butterflies, though it’s always a 
pleasure to see a Dark Green 
Fritillary and a fair number of Small 
Tortoiseshells and Peacocks, with a 
few Gatekeepers, plus an Emerald 
Moth – a delicate pale green (there are
at least 6 Emerald species excluding a 
few rare ones).

L

Dragonfly notes - a Broad-Bodied 
Chaser – unromantic name for a 
golden female! – came to the pond 
through July, but no sign of a powder-
blue male, do hope she found one.   
Not many dragonflies generally -      

the Southern Hawkers continue to 
have delusions about my trouser-legs 
as suitable moss for egg-laying; they 
clatter about the pool foliage and 
eyeball me at close quarters – a rowdy 
lot.

here were two fantastic views of 
the Peregrine falcon; she was 

hoarse and cross in June, magnificent 
on cruise-control overhead in early 
August.  My first Kestrel for ages was 
sighted flying over Yatton Lane on 31st

July. In mid-July, the Yellowhammer 
gave numerous evening recitals of ‘a 
little bit of bread and no cheese’ on the
wires towards 9pm.  

T

Also in July, the Fallow bucks took the
field for a boys’ night out – all-male 
groups with a beautiful black buck 

dominant, the rest a rich 
russet – and a novice keeping 
well back, antlers hardly 
there.  

 blame badgers for various 
garden excavations; when 

an old tub was moved nearby, 
it proved to be sheltering a big

nest of Small Black Ants – they were 
peeved, but as they don’t bite or sting, 
no problem.   Unfortunately, the 
Yellow-Necked mice have decided that
autumn is arriving, so they have 
arrived in my traps; as a natural 
history softie, I don’t want to kill 
them, but – not in my backyard!  Nor 
have I got the heart to remove the 
honey-bees from the old chimney stack
– so  am still getting visits from a few 
dazed and confused individuals.  
( Hope you’re all clear, and as well as 
can bee expected!)

I

Susanna Checketts



River pollution is the
biggest environmental
challenge facing
Herefordshire.

Mary Heale

s we all know, planning 
permission in North 

Herefordshire was put on hold last 
year due to high levels of Phosphates
in the rivers.

A

It is astonishing, therefore, to 
discover that on 3 June 2020, 
Herefordshire County Council gave 
its approval for expansion at an 
industrial livestock farming unit at 
the mouth of the Golden Valley. 
Before granting permission, it failed 
to carry out a proper impact 
assessment as it is required to do by 
the Habitats Regulations and it did 
not even take account of its own 
environmental policies as set out in 
its Core Strategy.
This decision failed to consider the 
environmental and ecological 
impacts of the development on the 
River Dore. The Dore, which is a 
tributary of the Monnow, is in the 
River Wye Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) catchment. The 
rivers in the SAC are already 
severely ecologically stressed, in 
large part because of pollution from 
intensive poultry and livestock 
farming. 

here has been a long history of 
successful community opposition 

to intensive agricultural 
developments at the farm in 
question, namely Bage Court Farm 
in Dorstone.

T

The Planning Committee failed to 
consider the cumulative effect of 
shed development at this location.

The new application to erect another 
large shed on the site, which is 
already densely populated with large
livestock buildings, must be              
considered as a further attempt to 
develop intensive livestock farming 
by stealth at this farm.

oreover, this case is happening 
at the entrance to the Golden 

Valley, where the water courses feed 
into the iconic River Wye. Algal 
bloom from agricultural run-off has 
significantly altered the ecology of 
the SAC. Experts have stated that 
this algal bloom has “eradicated one 
of the principal habitats, namely 
Ranunculus, from the bottom 70 
miles of river” and that the rate of 
impact is “exponential”.This, in turn,
threatens many other species who 
depend on the rivers, including 
otters, white clawed crayfish and 
salmon. These issues have been 
widely reported on by national and 
local media.

M

 “The Wye looks like French onion or 
pea soup at times,” said Simon 
Evans of the The Wye and Usk 
Foundation, an environmental 
charity which has just completed a 
major study of the health of the Wye.
“We have always had algal blooms on
the river but these have been mild. 
However, over the past few years, 
they have been getting worse and are
appearing earlier in the year – and 
lasting longer.”
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he blooms – which are fuelled by 
phosphates and triggered by 

sunshine – are also occurring further
and further upstream, Evans added. 
“They used to appear in mid-river 
areas around Hereford, for example, 
but now they are appearing far 
upstream in water that used to be 
clear and clean all the time.”

T

Evans is clear about the culprit. “The
amount of phosphate from 
agriculture that is pouring into the 
Wye has increased enormously over 
the past few years,” he told the 
Observer. “We are getting double the
amounts they were getting only a 
few years ago and it is free-range 
poultry farms that are the main 
problem.”

 resident and member of the 
Golden Valley Action Group is 

bringing a legal challenge to 
Hereford Council’s approval of this 
planning application. They have a 
big battle on their hands and have 
commendably, already raised enough
money to pay for the legal advice 
they need, to make a strong case to 
the Court and to obtain leave to 
bring a Judicial Review 
against Hereford council.

A

They now need to raise more to 
enable them to take their case all the
way to judicial review. If you feel you
can/would like to contribute go to:

ttps://wwwh.crowdjustice.com/case/herefordshire-
river-pollution/?
utm_source=backer_social&amp;utm_campaign=he
refordshire-river-
pollution&amp;utm_reference=b6f0dececd9f7455e9
0b1df2ed1dd2ea&amp;utm_medium=clipboard_cop
y&amp;utm_content=post_pledge_page

This case has national relevance. If 
they succeed, they will have ensured 
that planning decision makers in 
England and Wales cannot bypass 
the rules designed to protect 
sensitive natural systems from 
harm. It is in the public interest that
this planning decision should be 
quashed.

ack to our Parish in North 
Herefordshire and how we can 

help to clean up our cherished River 
Lugg?

B

It would seem that much of the 
problem resides with the 
Environment Agency, which was 
created in 1995, swallowing up the 
National Rivers Authority, diluting 
or losing much of its specialist 
expertise. In recent years, the EA 
has been much more interested in 
pursuing an eco/rewilding agenda 
than rigorous management of tedious
stuff like sniffing out and 
prosecuting sources of pollution.

 
esides which, a lot of rural point 
source pollution comes from old-

fashioned cess pits and soakaways 
which used to operate on the long-
drop principle but which now have to
cope with large water volumes from 
baths, showers, loos, washing 
machines, dish-washers etc. that 
didn’t exist in Herefordshire 50 years
ago.

B

We could all do our bit to help by 
using non-biological ‘eco’ cleaning 
products, instead of the regular ones 
which contain Nitrogen Phosphorous
and Ammonia, all of which are 
dangerous water contaminants. 
Dishwasher detergents for instance, 
are 30-40 percent Phosphorus. 
Household cleaners are not usually 
thought of as pollutants. They are 
used inside the confines of the home 
to make the indoor environment safe
and clean for human habitation. 
Many household cleaners are 
effective at ridding the home of dirt, 
germs and other microscopic, 
harmful organisms. However, some 
of the cleaners that are used to 
sanitize, degrease, whiten and wash 
clothing, surfaces, dishes and 
bedding are also harming our water 
and air.

n order to protect our precious 
river we need to be more proactive 

and alert.
I
It is a known fact that Herefordshire 
has the highest density of intensive 
poultry units of any county in 
England, so if we hear of new 
planning applications for more, then 
surely it our duty to object? 

https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/herefordshire-river-pollution/?utm_source=backer_social&amp;utm_campaign=herefordshire-river-pollution&amp;utm_reference=b6f0dececd9f7455e90b1df2ed1dd2ea&amp;utm_medium=clipboard_copy&amp;utm_content=post_pledge_page
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/herefordshire-river-pollution/?utm_source=backer_social&amp;utm_campaign=herefordshire-river-pollution&amp;utm_reference=b6f0dececd9f7455e90b1df2ed1dd2ea&amp;utm_medium=clipboard_copy&amp;utm_content=post_pledge_page
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/herefordshire-river-pollution/?utm_source=backer_social&amp;utm_campaign=herefordshire-river-pollution&amp;utm_reference=b6f0dececd9f7455e90b1df2ed1dd2ea&amp;utm_medium=clipboard_copy&amp;utm_content=post_pledge_page
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/herefordshire-river-pollution/?utm_source=backer_social&amp;utm_campaign=herefordshire-river-pollution&amp;utm_reference=b6f0dececd9f7455e90b1df2ed1dd2ea&amp;utm_medium=clipboard_copy&amp;utm_content=post_pledge_page
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Ken Holland – Tree Warden

A Thought on Trees 

Trees of Life 

We need trees and woods more than 
ever. As we begin to experience the 
effects of climate change, trees and 
woods are becoming increasingly 
important in mitigating the impact. 
Because of the pressure that human 
activity has placed on the world, 
woodlands have become ever more 
precious for supporting and sustaining
life.

Our most ecologically valued 
woodlands have often existed 
continuously for centuries as 
fragments of much larger forests. The 
remaining ancient woodlands, 
although much smaller, have become 
time capsules. These precious 
landscapes now harbour soils, plants 
and wildlife that have not been 
damaged by modern fertilisers and 
herbicides, over-grazing, ploughing, 
housing developments or compaction 
and water-logging often synonymous 
with industrial forestry.

Everything in these precious tree and 
woodland ecologies is connected. The 
light, humidity, varying temperatures 
of the soil, altitude, the local climate, 
the direction of slope and the type of 
management it has been subject to all 
have an impact on the character and 
ecosystem of a woodland. No two 
woodlands are the same. The more 
complex these ecosystems, the richer 
the biodiversity. The richer the 
biodiversity the more robust and 
resilient the ecosystem becomes.

Soil undisturbed under the trees for 
centuries, is home to microscopic 
mycorrhizal fungi, which are crucial 
for the long term survival of trees and 
most other plants. They grow in and 
around the roots absorbing 
carbohydrates from the tree and 
giving back trace elements from rock 
and the soil to the tree and increasing 
the available water by extending the 
reach of the roots (reducing stress to 
the tree during drought). They may it 
is believed, also link trees together to 
prevent disease spreading.
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There are also many other micro-
organisms  and  larger  life  forms
found in woodland soil,  which  all
play a part in aerating
the soil and breaking down organic
material to create new soil.  

Responding to the climate emergency 
with new trees and woodlands

The UK’s climate is changing. Even with 
very ambitious actions to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions globally, some 
further climate change is inevitable up to
at least 2050. Well-designed new 
woodlands not only capture carbon 
dioxide (CO2) but deliver a wide range of 
other benefits too. The Forestry 
Commission has produced a new guide to
help local authorities and landowning 
businesses achieve net zero by creating 
healthy, resilient woodlands.

New guidance for ash tree owners

The Tree Council has published guidance to 
help ash tree owners deal with the effects of 
ash dieback. The guidance is intended for 
anyone who may have ash trees on their land 
and offers practical advice for managing 
affected ash trees as well as information on 
your responsibilities. For more information, 
visit the Tree Council website 
( treecouncil.org.uk). They have also collated 
resources for landowners and managers in 
their ash dieback signposting guidance.



Parish Council 
Chairman, Ian Goddard, reflects on 
Parish Council doings and extracts from
the Clerk’s postbag.

ctivities remain dominated by the 
coronavirus, which has led to the 

cancellation of usual local summer 
events.  Notwithstanding the 
cancellation of the traditional fete, a 
socially distanced produce show was 
held in the Parish Hall so that the 
growers still competed for bragging 
rights.

A

Notwithstanding the difficulties 
presented, on 5 September Dan 
Hurcomb and colleagues from the 
Parish Hall and PCC put together an 
outstanding concert at Yatton Court.  
While following all of the government’s
guidelines for that week, some 150 
people enjoyed a late afternoon picnic 
followed by an excellent concert 
programme, featuring local musicians 
(Hay Madrigal Singers, our own Ian 
Waldron and John Franklin, and the 
combined talents of the Conspiro 
Clarinets, eight of whom played a 
well-chosen programme).  The 
professional opera singers and violin 
were pretty good too!  My purpose is 
not to write a review but to 
congratulate all concerned on a 
splendid evening and a first in 
Aymestrey.  Proceeds are for the 
Church and Parish hall.

ome of the same personnel have 
also been the instigators and 

authors of the lockdown quizzes which
have kept some of us both entertained 
and in touch with each other, even if 
not in the same room!

S

On that topic, Parish Council business
continues notwithstanding Covid. 
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Courtesy of Fastershire sponsorship 
we have used ‘Go to Meeting’, a 
program like Zoom, to hold our 
meetings remotely.  As the chairman I 
am happy to say that the procedure 
works reasonably well, although the 
poor internet connections north of the 
river have been an issue.  Certainly 
until Christmas (there, I have said the
word) we will continue to hold remote 
meetings.  Members of the public are 
welcome to join, best by computer but 
it can be done by phone.  If you wish to
join you will need a connection, which 
you can obtain from our wonder-clerk 
Maggie Brown – contact details under 
‘Parish People’.  As an alternative, by 
all means send questions or comments
to Maggie and she will make sure that
they are addressed at the meeting.

e have a new Councillor.  Mike 
Snoswell has put his head above 

the parapet and we are happy to 
welcome him to the Council.  Mike has
a background in computing, always 
useful to us, and since he lives in 
Mortimer’s Cross he also fills a gap 
left by Annaly Goodwin’s resignation.  
We still have a vacancy on Council 
and will welcome volunteers or 
nominations.

W

The drivers among us will no doubt 
appreciate the helpful reminder of our 
speed given by the Speed Indication 
Device in Aymestrey.  While we are 
unable to identify any individual 
vehicle (not allowed, would that it 
were) we are able to record the speed 
of approaching traffic and will relay 
the data in these pages in the future.  
We are going through the process 
necessary to allow the machine to be 
set up in Mortimer’s Cross.
We have grant funding to install 
drainage at the sharp corner at 
Ballsgate in Pyon Lane.  The aim is to 
get this done before winter and to 
reduce the propensity for ice and flood.
Work has been done by Balfour Beatty
and contractors to alleviate the 
flooding at the Aymestrey end of the 
lane and Corner House: time will tell 
of its efficacy.

Ian



Mortimer Medical Practice
The latest news from the Patients
Participation Group

he latest meeting of the PPG was held
"virtually" on 11 August, 2020 and here

are some of the issues discussed:
T

SATURDAY FLU CLINICS: 

etters will be going out shortly to those patients who are on the regular list of 
recipients to receive the flu jab.  YOU NEED TO BRING YOUR LETTER TO THE 

CLINIC.  THERE WILL BE NO SPECIFIC APPOINTMENTS, SO QUEUING WILL BE
NECESSARY.  THE REQUEST IS ALSO MADE FOR EVERYONE WHO POSSIBLY 
CAN TO WEAR FACE MASKS.  

L

The schedule for the clinics is as follows:

SATURDAY-  3 OCTOBER:  LEINTWARDINE SURGERY

SATURDAY- 10 OCTOBER:  KINGSLAND CORONATION HALL, PARK TERRACE

SATURDAY- 17 OCTOBER:  ORLETON SURGERY

    ALL CLINICS BEGIN AT 10:20 A.M.

Please note that people in the 50-64-year old age group will not     be vaccinated until 
November and December, providing there is sufficient vaccine, and no appointments 
will be offered for this age group until then. This is to ensure that those who are most at
risk are vaccinated first.  If you are 50-64 and you are in one of the other groups which 
is eligible for the flu vaccination, for example you have a health condition which puts 
you at risk from the flu, you will be invited earlier.

PRESCRIPTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS

he practice's policy regarding Remote Deliveries of medications has had to be 
amended to take into account both Council and local group collections of 

prescriptions for shielding patients during COVID-19 restrictions.
T

Additionally, the practice has had to make the decision to STOP taking Telephone 
Orders for medication effective 1 September, 2020, as this has been deemed to be 
unsafe.  MMP was one of only a few groups that had continued this policy.  
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All medications can be ordered using the Advance Ordering Scheme or EMIS Access.  
Advance Ordering can be done while collecting a prescription, ordering the following 
month's whilst in the dispensary.  For EMIS Access online, patients need to contact the 
practice Receptionist for an Access Password.

Face-to-Face Appointments are still being scheduled, but on a more limited basis than 
prior to COVID-19, but they must be preceded by a telephone consultation and are 
therefore being scheduled by the doctors.

MORE PRACTICE NEWS: 

n NHS Survey of patients in Herefordshire showed that the MMP achieved an 
outstanding 97% rating in overall experience,this is  especially impressive during 

the current circumstances.  
A

Dr. Gray has now retired and Dr. Black has taken on the Senior Partner position.  Dr. 
Kemp is now a partner.

Gene Clark, the current Practice Manager, will be retiring on 30 September, but will 
remain part-time as the Data Manager.  Fiona Harper has been appointed as the new 
PM and will be picking up her new duties as of 1 October, 2020.

             "        Susan Burke, PPG Representative

   

Aymestrey Good Neighbour Scheme

Our volunteers are ready to support you by helping
with everyday tasks such as:

 Fetching prescriptions
 Occasional lifts to the doctors or hospital
 Shopping and running errands, such as posting a letter
 Practical tasks around the house such as changing a light bulb or hanging 

a picture
 Help with forms or letters
 Help with a computer
 Calling for a chat

If you need a volunteer then please call us on 07942 257541.
Leave a message if there is no reply and one of our volunteers will call you back.
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Winner of our Aymestrey Matters  Junior Writing Competition

The alien the girl and the red
ruby

It was a chilly night, and police sirens echoed through the 
village because a shiny diamond had just been STOLEN… 

The thief stumbled all the way back to their house and through 
the front door. The thief was a young girl called Lili. She had 
long hair held back by a silver headband  and had huge eyes. 

Lili quickly locked the ruby red diamond in a safe and slipped 
on her normal clothes and bundled herself into bed. Just then 
her mother came in to say goodnight .When everybody was 
asleep she crept out of her bed and scampered across the rough 
landing shot down the stairs and unlocked the safe. Then she 
grabbed the diamond and ran out the house. 

As she turned her back to lock the door a blinding light flashed 
not far above. Then a purple with pink spots space ship landed 

in her garden… And out jumped four aliens! 

 “ALIENS” she screamed and the aliens turned around to 
look at her and they said “spaceship broken can you fix it?”

“I’ll see” said Lili as she stepped inside and was lead to the 
control room. The only thing in the room was the on and off 
switch, so she flicked the switch on “all fixed” she told them. 
Now for your reward, “would you like to come and live with us?”
asked the alien                                  

“Yes” shouted Lili “let’s go” so they did. When they arrived Lili 
hopped out and gazed around, her eyes filled with amazement 
as the alien led her to a gingerbread log cabin “this will be your 
home” he said as she stepped inside. 

And they all lived happily ever after

THE END

By: Violet Willmett  (age 10)
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PARISH PEOPLE

Here are some details for people in the parish you might need to contact

     

PARISH COUNCIL

                Chair                                               Vice-chair                                           Clerk
 Ian Goddard  Helen Hamilton Maggie Brown
    770251                   709155         clerk@aymestrey.org

Tel: 07398 222 310

Members
 Ian Banks 770816 webadmin@aymestrey.org

     John Probert 708484     -      David Duggan 0779070467 
                    Eleanor Waldron  via Clerk     -      Mike Snoswell parish@mikesnoswell.co.uk 

              Special Responsibilities 
Lengthsman:  David Williams        Footpaths:  Dave Dunn 770224         

         Tree Wardens:  Helen Hamilton  and Ken Holland 
Mortimer Medical Practice Patient Rep:  Sue Burke conceptgroup@btopenworld.com

Ward Councillor  
Carole Gandy 01568 780583 carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk

VILLAGE HALL

Chair: Steph Dunn  770224
Bookings:   Ruth Scamp 709031

Tickets:  Ruth Scamp and Steph Dunn 

CHURCH
Reverend Julie Read  708255.

                             Churchwardens:    Stuart Hutchings 770536     Meg Thorpe 780384

AYMESTREY MATTERS
Editorial Team

editor@aymestrey.org
Denise Booth 07434621260           Martyn Booth 07748604215

Aymestrey Website:   www.aymestrey.org
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Thoughts from a Retired Gardener

Jim Logan 

 had just started my usual afternoon stroll up the lane, with Meg the 
collie, when my peripheral vision noticed something bright crimson on 

the skyline, over the hedge, in the bean field. It intrigued me, I thought at 
first it was someone wearing a bright cagoule bobbing around in the crop.  
It moved slowly sometimes dipping out of sight. Was it the wattle of a cock
pheasant?  It rose again – no, it was far too big and there was no head 
attached.

I

I went back to the picket gate and up into the bean field, by now the 
logical side of my brain had established that it would be a foil party 
balloon but I walked up out of curiosity. Sure enough it was, tethered by 
the tail and still partially inflated, rising and falling. Having diverted, I 
decided to make a circuit of the field, walking in the sprayer’s ‘tram lines’. 
It is a poor crop, directly sown into stubble after the wet winter and then 
baked in the dry spring weather.  It appears to be desolate and lifeless. 
Any greenery that was present is now desiccated by the pre-harvest spray 
that went on ten days ago.  Meg, however, disturbed a big hare from the 
sparse cover which loped away towards the hedge.  She lost sight of it but 
followed the scent trail, head down, until I called
 her back.

he tram line has plenty of
Fallow deer footprints (of all sizes) after the

recent rain.  Until the harvest disrupted the deer’s routines they were 
often visible in the cereal fields during the day, avoiding the biting flies. In
small single sex groups, Deer have this year’s young at foot, Bucks are 
growing antlers and sparring half- heartedly, now they will be lying up in 
the woodland edges.

T

At the top where three fields meet at a gate-less intersection with the 
lane, there are a variety of animal footprints in the mud, showing this to 
be a busy crossing point.
I turned down the hill with the thick Blackthorn hedge to my right.  Here 
twenty five yards from the lane, I paused.  Four years ago in this place, 
Martha, our much loved free spirited cat was shot
dead by gunmen ‘lamping’.  She was perhaps
mistaken for a fox.

 walked down the hedge side brooding on this.
Ahead of me an apparently lifeless clump of spear

thistles erupted in an explosion of Goldfinches. They
circle and sweep into the hedge and then on to the
next group of thistles further on where they blend
perfectly. Through binoculars their bright yellow
wing bars give them away, many are young birds
without the bright head colouration of adults.             

I

They repeat this manoeuvre several times, keeping
twenty five to thirty yards ahead of me until the
thistles peter out and then they circle back behind me. 
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There are flocks of House Sparrows chattering in the hedge, attracted to 
the barley stubble on the far side and as usual a Yellow Hammer flitting 
ahead of me down the hedge.

he Dog Days of Summer are passed and there seems now some 
urgency amongst the birds to put on condition for the winter.T

As I finish my circuit of the field there are dozens of House Martins and 
Swallows feeding low overhead.  In a few days the Combine will take a 
meagre crop from this field and it will probably be worked and re sown 
almost immediately, the inexorable cycle of farming and nature.

Jim

Autumn is a good time to clean your birdfeeders in
preparation for caring for our feathered friends

If you don’t care for the bird table and containers properly, it can actually do more
harm than good.

Neglecting your bird table can be really harmful to the birds. This is because they can
become unhygienic if dirt, bird droppings and waste food are left to collect. All of
these can combine to make the table a hotbed of germs and bacteria.  If birds are
exposed to this kind of environment, they can fall seriously ill.

Dispose of any food or seeds from the table, use a stiff brush to remove any debris or
droppings from the table. Using a10% disinfectant solution use the brush to apply the
disinfectant.  Clean both outside and inside the table. Once cleaned, rinse the table
thoroughly  with  clean  water.  Allow to  dry,  (overnight  if  it’s  a  wooden  table)  to
prevent  mold  and  mildew  from  forming.  Treating  the  table  with  a  water  based
preservative helps to protect them.

Give the bird feeders a good clean out, using a bottle brush, immerse the feeders in a
bucket of disinfectant for 30 minutes or so and if you have a dishwasher finish them
off on a quick wash cycle.

You should clean your feeder more often during times of warm or wet weather to
keep it  bacteria-free.  Particular  care  should  be  taken with  feeders  that  have  trays
underneath and cleaned daily.

If you have water containers in your garden, it’s important to clean these daily as they
are at risk of being contaminated by droppings.
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                         Keep your house well ventilated!

Properly airing your house is absolutely essential, especially in these days of the 

Covid19 Pandemic.

esearch shows that outdoor air is
a natural disinfectant. Fresh 

air can kill the flu virus and other 
harmful germs.

R

There is an official medical term for 
breathing poorly circulated air  
called ‘Building-related illness’. 
It can cause headaches, fatigue, dry 
skin and irritation of the respiratory 
and nasal tract, resulting in 
coughing and nasal and sinus 
congestion.

here has been far too much 
emphasis in the recent past, in 

building methods, where windows 
and doors are super sealed. If you 
live in a house like this, then it is 
doubly important to change the air. 
A window open for 15 minutes is 
enough!  With this method, only the 
indoor air will be cooled. It will take 
just a few minutes to heat the room 
again. The kitchen and bathroom are
the rooms that benefit most from a 
good airing. Next come the 
bedrooms. In years gone by, 
housekeepers in large country 
houses, used to throw open all the 
doors on the ground floor and all the 
windows every day for at least 15 
minutes, in the belief that it cleansed
the air. Good common sense!

T

We are now discovering from medical
science, that to refresh and change 
the air we breathe daily, is a 
beneficial way of protecting against 
this new Pandemic.

t is also worth guarding against 
having your house too hot. A 

hotter home can cause skin 
problems, such as eczema, lethargy, 
poor concentration, disturbed sleep 
and fatigue. A rise in temperature of 
7f (4c) could more than double 
bacterial growth rates, leading to 
higher risks of food poisoning and 
the spread of germs.

I
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I  am  sure  we  can  all  remember  a
time in our childhood where we used
to  put  more  clothes  on  when  the
weather was cold!

e are lucky that we live in the
countryside  where  the  outdoor

air  is  clean  unlike  in  cities;  let’s
make the most of it and stay healthy.

W

                                                M.H.

Granny’s tips for stain
removal

Those stubborn stains need a bit of extra help,
but there’s no need for expensive chemicals –

try these more natural remedies.

 Blood, chocolate or coffee stains: 
Soak overnight in a solution of 1/4 
cup borax and 2 cups cold water. 
Wash as usual the next day.

 Grease: Apply a paste of cornstarch
and water, allow to dry, then brush 
away the powder and grease.

 Red wine: Sprinkle stain with salt; 
let sit for several hours. When dry, 
brush away salt and wash, or clean 
immediately with soda water.

 Grass: Soak stain in a 3% solution 
of hydrogen peroxide, then wash.

 Ink on a white shirt: Wet fabric 
with cold water and apply a paste 
of cream of tartar and lemon juice 
one hour before washing.

 Scorch marks: Rub area with a cut 
raw onion. After the onion juice 
has been absorbed, soak the stain in
water for a few hours.



DATES FOR DIARIES

AUTUMN 2020

                   When ?                                                        What ?                                              Where ?      
    

September
Wednesday 23rd 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting On-line

October
Friday 2nd 10.00am Church Decorating for Harvest Aymestrey
Friday 2nd  6.30pm Harvest Festival Aymestrey
Saturday 3rd 10.00am Autumn Tidy Up PH
Sunday 4th 11.00am Harvest Communion BCP Aymestrey
Friday 9th 3.00pm Fun Quiz PH
Sunday 11th 11.00am Holy communion BCP Aymestrey
Sunday 18th 3.30pm Holy Communion CW Leinthall Earls
Saturday 24th Village Bonfire tbc
Sunday 25th 9.30am Open Book Service Aymestrey
Wednesday 28th  7.30pm Parish Council Meeting On-line

November
Sunday 1st 11.00am Holy Communion BCP Aymestrey
Saturday 7th 2.00pm Autumn Fayre PH
Sunday 8th 10.50am Rememberance Sunday Service Aymestrey
Friday 13th 8.00pm Fun Quiz PH
Sunday 15th 3.30pm Evensong Leinthall Earls
Sunday 22nd 9.30am Open Book Service Aymestrey
Wednesday 25th  7.30pm Parish Council Meeting On-line
Sunday 29th 6.30pm Advent Sunday Carol Service Kingsland

December
Sunday 6th 11.00am Holy Communion BCP Aymestrey
Friday 11th 8.00pm Fun Quiz – Christmas Edition PH
Sunday 13th 3.30pm Christingle Service Leinthall Earls
Saturday 19th 10.00am Church Decorating for Christmas Aymestrey
Sunday 20th 4pm Carol Service Aymestrey
Christmas Day 8.00am Holy Communion CW Leinthall Earls
Christmas Day 11.00am Holy Communion BCP Aymestrey
Sunday 27th 10.30am Benefice Service Kingsland

January
Sunday 3rd  11.00am Holy Communion BCP Aymestrey

Please note due to present circumstances dates and venue may be subject to change

Answers to the Musical Quiz

1, 3, 2, Peter Gabriel, 3, George Formby, 4, Ringo Starr,   5, Four Seasons, /Quattro Stagioni,
6, Black Sabbath,    7, George Gershwin,   8, Oasis, 9, Detroit (the motor city),   
10, Engelbert Humperdinck,     11, 1985, 12, Katrina and the Waves (in 1997)
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Aymestrey Produce Competition 

It was with reluctance and disappointment that the decision was made to cancel 
the Aymestrey Village Fete this year, bad weather we can contend with but a 
pandemic….. not so much. 

Nevertheless, the organising committee were determined to salvage something 
from an otherwise unpalatable situation and with everyone busy in their gardens
and tales reaching our ears of an abundance of home grown fruit and veg, we 
settled on a Produce Competition.  

The date was set for the 18th July, the Parish informed and before we knew it, 
the day had arrived. None of us were quite sure what to expect and having 
agreed that even a modest turnout would be a success, we opened the hall and 
waited for the first entries to arrive. Nothing could have prepared us for what 
followed, the sheer number (and quality) of the entries was a real sight to behold!

Thanks go to Dianne Partis and Catherine Swain for helping to organise the 
event and to Marion Griffiths and Ruth Hurcomb for giving up their morning to 
judge the entries.  

Special mention must go to the following cup winners: 

1. Best in Show – Faith Black (For an amazing Cauliflower Sheep) 
2. The Rose Cup (For Best Single Rose) – Debbie Brown 
3. The Joyce Pugh Cup (Awarded this year for best scones in the absence of 

cake) – Jo Stannard 

Thank you to everyone that entered the competition and/or turned up to support 
the event, we received a fantastic £200 in donations which was split between the 
Parish Hall and the Church. 

DH
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     Judging Completed

Viewing Commences

 

 

Junior Prizewinners

    Class  27

  ‘Animal made from
Fruit or Vegetable’

MB



Classical Music and Opera come to Aymestrey

fter months of lockdown, and with no
events being able to take place

because of the Corona Virus Pandemic,
both the audience and the artists at The
Evening of Classical Music and Opera
looked forward to an exciting experience.
The event had been organised as a fund
raiser by Aymestrey Parish Hall
Committee and Aymestrey and Leinthall
Earls churches.  

A

In the early autumn evening sunshine and
in the glorious setting of the lawns of Yatton Court the audience members 
arrived early to picnic before the concert began.

uring the first half the audience was enjoyably entertained by a selection of 
musicians including The Hay Madrigal Soloists, Conspiro Clarinets, 

trumpeters, Ian Waldron and John Franklin accompanied by Martin Hall. They 
performed a varied programme of musical pieces ranging from Madrigals, a 
lively trumpet concerto by Vivaldi to various clarinet pieces both classical and 
modern

D

After the interval Litsa Tunnah, virtuoso concert violinist, accompanied by Martin 
Hall, gave a beautiful rendition of Vaughan Williams’ ‘Lark Arising’.

To complete the evening we were treated to international soloists tenor Tom 
Elwyn, and soprano Rebecca Afonwy-Jones accompanied by Alice Turner who 
delighted the audience with performances ranging from La Donna Mobile, 
Nessum Dorma, Carmen, Merry Widow and finishing with a selection from Les 
Miserables, Porgy & Bess, and West Side Story.

hanks go to the main organiser of 
the evening, Dan Hurcomb, and to 

Mr and Mrs Hurcomb in whose 
beautiful gardens the concert was held.

T

The event raised £1,656 to be divided 
between  the Parish Hall and 
Aymestrey and Leinthall Earls 
churches.

At the end of the evening a bucket collection of over £400 for the Air Ambulance 
was made.

Marion Griffiths
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