FILM and FOOD NIGHT
Friday December 20th
Double Bill

4.30 MARY POPPINS - 7PM PARTY FOOD

- 7.30 MARY POPPINS RTURNS

ICE CREAM & POPCORN AVAILABLE
FILMS & FOOD £10

FILMS ONLY £5
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CAROL SERVICE
With Christmas readings and
musical items
Sunday 22nd DECEMBER 4pm

ST JOHN THE BAPTISTAND
ST ALKMUNDAYMESTREY

Christmas Day
Services

An Evening with

“THE SHANTY SINGERS”

8am Holy Communion (CW) Leinthall Earls
11am Family Communion (BCP) Aymestrey

Saturday 11th January 2020
Aymestrey Parish Hall

PLOUGH SUNDAY

At 7.30pm

At

BAR AND RAFFLE

St John the Baptist and St Alkmund
On Sunday 5th January 2020 at 11am

£10 TO INCLUDE BUFFET
(IN AID OF BENEFICECHURCHES)

Come and join in this ancient service which traditionally marks the start of the farming year—to
include the traditional blessing of the plough.

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM MEG THORPE
OR BRONWYN HUTCHINGS

Join the blessing of the plough
God speed the plough

Contributions of articles for Aymestrey Matters (up to 500 words) are always welcome
(Please include contact details with all contributions)
Email: editor@aymestrey.org
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New Editors
Hello. We moved to Yatton, in this gorgeous Parish, two years ago having previously been at Eardisley,
near Hay on Wye, for over eleven years running a Boarding Kennels and Cattery. Having chosen to retire
in North Herefordshire, rather than return to our native Yorkshire, we are looking forward to continuing
this unique and invaluable resource which is the Aymestrey Matters.
So from next year we ask that you will all bear with us, forgive the inevitable mistakes and feel free to
contact us with your ideas and contributions. We also hope the present contributors and distributors will
stick with us and help us maintain the future of this magazine.
Finally we wish to thank all those who have already offered us their help and support and on behalf of all
the readers of this great publication a big, big thank you to the present editorial team Marion, Mary and
Jonathan for all their hard work over the years. ]

Denise and Martyn Booth
editor@aymestrey.org

Marion, Mary and Jonathan send their very best wishes to Denise and Martyn as they take up the reins in
the New Year as the editors of Aymestrey Matters

DEFIBRILLATORS
Are now installed at
Aymestrey Parish Hall
And Upper Lye Farm
Defibrillators are very easy to use.
Although they don’t all look the same,
they all function in broadly the same way.
You don’t need training to use one. The
machine gives clear spoken instructions –
all you have to do is follow them and it
won’t shock someone unless they need it.

RIP Dougie Griffiths
At the time of going to press, we learnt the sad news that Dougie Griffiths of A.H. Griffiths Butchers Leintwardine,
passed away on Sunday 24th November.
Obituary to follow.
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Aymestrey and Leinthall
Earls Churches
Rev. Julie Read

O

nce again the season of Goodwill and
Cheer is approaching as we come to
celebrate the birth of Jesus, God’s Son.

The Church will hold special services over
Christmas and the Carol Service on the
22nd is something not to be missed. On
Christmas Day the service is at 11am and
is an opportunity on the day of presents
and food to remember what the day is all
about, you are most welcome at any of
these services.

I have a pregnant daughter and she is due
on Christmas Eve so that same sense of
anticipation is in our family at the moment
as the promise of new life beckons and the
hope of the building of a family. Jesus was
born out of sight, away from medical
intervention and family care and those who
came to celebrate were those prompted by
God to go and see the birth of his Son and
to celebrate with them.

On January 5th the first Sunday of 2020,
it will be Plough Sunday and we will
blessing a plough outside Aymestrey
Church and over at Leinthall at the Tractor
Run. This is a time to ask God’s blessing
upon our farmers as a new year starts and
especially after the muddy potato harvest
and difficulty in replanting at the end of
this year.

O

ur country seems beset with political
divide and indecision at the moment.
Our world seems troubled with flooding or
fires and the effects of global warming are
beginning to be felt. In this time of
difficulty I pray that we do not shy away
from the difficulties around, but engage
and respond where we can.

On Saturday 11th January the Shanty Men
will be singing for a fundraiser for the
churches of the benefice in your village
hall. A fun night is promised so do come
along, Meg will have tickets.

A

thank you to those who brought food
for the food bank in Leominster over
Harvest, and the Food bank sends their
thanks also. Let us, as a community,
continue to reach out to others who need
help and be aware of the needs of our
neighbours.

G

od so loved the world that he sent his
only Son for you and for me. May
you find peace this Christmas and into
2020.
Every blessing Julie
If anyone has musical talent or otherwise and
they would like to take part in

DECORATING THE CHURCH FOR
CHRISTMAS
Saturday 21st December
Please meet at Aymestrey Church at
10am

Aymestrey’s Carol Service on Sunday
22nd December at 4.30pm
Please Contact Chrissie Lawson Tel 01568
770431 or
email: clawson.oakwater@yahoo.com
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In Memory
Malcolm Roberts who sadly died 20thSeptember 2019

M

alcolm lived all his life in Aymestrey Parish, He was born at Yatton Marsh Farm where
his family ran a small holding. He was the oldest of six children (two boys and four girls)
– quite a houseful with his grandparents living there too. His mother died when he was thirteen
years old and from then on he and the rest of the children were brought up by their grandmother.
One of his childhood memories was of a Jehovah’s Witness who kept calling on the family.
Malcolm and his brothers and sisters, wishing to discourage these visits, regularly hid the
visitor’s bike in the undergrowth until he eventually got the message and stopped calling. As
Malcolm was growing up he helped on the smallholding and helped his father with the family
chores, including breeding rabbits, which were sold for food.
He attended the school in Leinthall Earles. (The school was actually in the house where
Malcolm eventually lived). About thirty-two children attended the school and their ages ranged
from five to fifteen years. On Malcolm’s first day at school, his mother took him, settled him
in, and set off to walk back home to Yatton Marsh Farm, only to find Malcolm walking behind
her! There was just one teacher so often the older children used to help by teaching the younger
ones. The first teacher Malcolm can remember is a Mrs Roberts who was followed by a Miss
Aston and after that several others who didn’t stay too long before moving on to teach in larger
schools. The children’s playground was the lane outside the school as no cars ever passed and
the games they played were football, rounders, hopscotch, marbles and conkers.

A

t the age of twelve Malcolm started to work at weekends at Hall Farm where he was a
thistle-cutter and helped with the stock. He was a “runner” – running fast to get in front of
the cattle when they were being driven. For this work he earned sixpence (two and a half
pence) per hour. When he started full time work as a farm hand at Gatley at the age of fifteen
his weekly wage was seven pounds and ten shillings (seven pounds fifty).
In the 1960’s Malcolm met Helen at a dance in Aymestrey Village Hall and they eventually
married in Kimbolton Church and moved to Leinthall Earles, first to New Cottages and then
later to School House where Malcolm had been at school. They later had daughters Clair and
Lorna.
In 2010 Malcolm was presented with a medal by Prince Charles at the Three Counties Show for
forty-seven years of service working at Gatley and when he retired he was given a celebration
dinner at The Riverside Inn which was attended by workers, family and friends
Malcolm was a modest man who for thirty years was the Secretary of the Orleton Branch of the
Agricultural Workers Union and for many years was the Chairman of the Craven Arms Country
Music Club. He was “the reliable man on the door” at many Aymestrey Village Hall events, a
founder member and organiser of the Carpet Bowles Team.

U

ntil recently, when ill health overtook both Malcolm and Helen, they had been stalwarts of
the Village Hall, always helping at village events and with their huge numbers of friends
and acquaintances selling large numbers of tickets.
Malcolm will be very sadly missed.
We send our condolences to Helen and all the family.
This tribute was taken from an interview we carried out with Malcolm in 2010 when he was the
first subject in the series in Aymestrey Matters, “Within Living Memory”
Helen, Lorna and Claire wish to thank everyone who donated to St Michael’s Hospice in
memory of Malcolm. The sum of £650 was raised.
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Christmas Quiz
1.

Which Dr Seuss character stole Christmas?

2.

Who duetted with David Bowie on the Christmas hit
“Little Drummer Boy”?

3.

In which Ocean is Christmas Island?

4.

What infuriating puzzle was the best selling toy of 1982?

5.

Who sat in the corner eating Christmas pie?
6.

Name the singer who had a hit with “Mary’s Boy Child”

7.

What unusual event took place between some British and German
troops on Christmas Day 1914?

8.

Who wrote the song “White Christmas”?

9.

Which comedy group were “Walking Backwards for Christmas”?

10.

What is the name of the business partner of Scrooge in “A Christmas Carol”

11.

Who co-wrote “Do they Know It’s Christmas” with Bob Geldof?

12.

Which European city donates the Christmas tree for Trafalgar
Square?

13.

Which King gave the first Christmas Day broadcast in 1932?

14.

Which Lord Mayor of London, known as a famous pantomime
character, married Alice Fitzwarren?

15.

Which glam rock group recorded “I Wish it could be Christmas
Every Day”?

16.

What would be the star sign of someone born on Christmas Day?

17.

Name the scientist who discovered gravity who was born on
Christmas Day.

18.

Which Shakespeare play might you associate with January 6th.

19.

Which country was invaded by China on Christmas Day in 1950?

20.

Which of Santa’s reindeers is also the name of the Roman god of
love?

Answers on page 26
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Mortimer Ward
Carol Gandy
This autumn really
started badly with
flooding in many
parts of the County
and in Mortimer
ward, homes in
Aymestrey
&
Leintwardine parishes
were
particularly
badly
affected. I cannot imagine the distress that
house flooding must have upon the home
owner. Let us hope that things now
improve and that, unlike last winter, we
are not subjected to significant snow fall.
If you need to contact Balfour Beatty
urgently then telephone 01432 261800. If
it is not urgent then you can go online to
report potholes, fly tipping etc.

With regard to road repairs, it is imperative
that you report potholes on the
Herefordshire Council website as some
roads are only inspected quarterly or
annually. Don’t assume that someone else
has already reported the defect. There is
also an app you can download whereby
you can photograph the pothole and upload
it and Balfour Beatty will know the exact
location.

T

he River Lugg catchment area which
includes Aymestrey and some
neighbouring parishes is highly polluted
with phosphates and as a result of this all
planning applications which might have an
impact on the River Lugg have been
paused. This amounts to a significant
number of applications across Mortimer
ward and is unlikely to be resolved soon.

A general election is due in December and
I would urge all of you, particularly those
in the more rural areas or who are elderly
and have not already done so, to consider
registering for a postal vote. It is a simple
process and ensures that whatever the
weather conditions you will be able to cast
your vote.

I spent a day with the Social workers
dealing with issues relating to the
safeguarding of children in Herefordshire.
It is a very challenging job and most of the
cases are extremely complex but very sad.
Barry and I thoroughly enjoyed the Flicks
in the Sticks showing of Fisherman’s
Friends, and I thank all those involved in
the organisation of these events,
particularly those who slaved away in the
kitchen to provide fantastic spaghetti
Bolognese.

S

peeding on the A4110 is still one of
the main issues that residents contact
me about, along with the state of many of
the minor roads. A number of parish
councils are working hard to tackle this
problem but ultimately whatever you do, if
someone chooses to break the speed limit
they will do and often it is local residents
who are the offenders. Aymestrey Parish
Council are seriously considering the
purchase of a Speed Indicator Device in
order to gather evidence of speeding
through the village and I think that this,
along with the gates already installed
should make a considerable difference.

A

s always if you wish to contact me
about a particular issue or just for a
chat please do not hesitate to do so on my
email address
carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk or
telephone 01568 780583 or 07792882133.
Always pleased to hear from you.
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Our Polluted River
Planning applications on hold

P

hosphate levels in the River Lugg
catchment area are so high that the local
authority Herefordshire Council have
placed new development proposals on hold
until it finds a way forward. This is because
phosphate enrichment can lead to
eutrophication,
whereby
phosphorus
overloading encourages toxic algae blooms
that can starve a body of water of oxygen
and kill aquatic species. It is also harmful to
humans and animals. In addition, much of
our drinking water comes from the river and
its tributaries

Most of Herefordshire is in the catchment
of the River Wye and its waters are a
measure of the health of the county’s
environment. How Phosphate accumulates
in rivers is complicated . There seem to be
two main sources for the Wye. The’ point’
source; in particular, sewage works, (bodily
waste is rich in phosphate) and some
industrial plants and ‘diffuse’ source;
agricultural run-off.

In 2015 Herefordshire Council finalised its
Local Plan Core Strategy.

H

owever two years later in 2017
Campaign to Protect Rural
England submitted a legal information
request to obtain the phosphate data for the
Wye and Lugg. The answer was that the
twelve month rolling average of most of
the sample sites showed both rivers to be
over the legal limit already. They wrote:

I

t pledged to tackle the problem of High
Phosphate levels by creating a Nutrient
Management Plan to get all phosphate
levels for the River Wye Special Area of
Conservation, within the agreed ceilings of
0.05 milligrams per litre by 2027 at the
latest, even allowing for the extra phosphate
generated by the new housing included in
the Core Strategy. And it set up a Board to
deliver the NMP. This was to be managed
by the Environment Agency and Natural
England. On this basis the Core Strategy
was accepted as legal by a government
inspector and came into force in October
2015.

“Since 2016/17 the Environment Agency
has cut the number of monitoring sites from
45 to 8. The level of pollution was of great
concern during the Public Inquiry into the
Herefordshire Core Strategy in 2015 and
continued high levels are a potential block
on new development. There is now less data
than
ever
to
ascertain
whether
Herefordshire Council’s much criticised
Nutrient Management Plan is on track to
reduce these levels.

T

he plan was for the Environment
Agency,
Natural
England,
Herefordshire County Council, land
managers and land owners to work
collaboratively to achieve a reduction in
Phosphate levels.

A

nd now here we are, four years after
the Nutrient Management Plan was
established and the Phosphate levels have
soared and as predicted, planning
applications have been put on hold.
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It is one of the most important rivers in
Britain for nature conservation and much of
the lower valley is an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. The Wye is one of the best
known salmon rivers in England and Wales.
Shad and Sea Lamprey migrate into the
Wye. The river corridor supports a variety
of plant communities, otters, water voles,
several bat species, dippers, sand martins,
kingfishers and little ringed plovers. It
supports several rare or scarce species
including the mayfly , the freshwater pearl
mussel and the native crayfish. It also
supports several rare species of non-aquatic
invertebrates associated with gravel shoals.

N

atural England has stated that it is
unwilling to support any development
proposals that could harm the River Lugg
catchment of Herefordshire, a Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) unless
there was certainty that the level of
phosphates in the river could be brought
down.

W

hat we do know is that, in the last
few years Herefordshire has become
the county with one of the highest densities
of intensive poultry units of any county in
England, with more than 1,000 birds per
square km. Hundreds of thousands of
tonnes of waste is produced by these
poultry units and much of this is spread on
fields as fertiliser with the risk that nutrients
and toxins get into the rivers, causing
pollution. It would seem that the growth in
the industry has coincided with a rise in
phosphate levels in the Rivers Wye and
Lugg. Poultry litter contains more
phosphorus than any other farm manure as
well as arsenic and other residues.
So why has planning permission been
given for so many?

W

e can only hope that “the new
broom” that has swept through
Hereford Council will forge ahead with
determination to resolve this crucial
problem

I

n 2013 the Parish of Aymestrey produced
its Parish Plan, our vision of how our
community wants to develop. It tackled
social, economic and environmental themes
that residents themselves decided were
important and one of the key topics was the
River Lugg which runs through our parish.
Our plan stated;

H

erefordshire Council are legally
required to assess the potential
impacts of projects and plans, including
planning applications, on internationally
important sites which include the River
Wye SAC (Special Area of Conservation).

The major characteristic of this part of the
river could be described as natural, wild,
undiscovered and undeveloped which is
why it contains the biodiversity it does.
Threats include disturbance of wildlife,
run-off of chemicals used on farmland and
fly tipping.

The River Lugg, is a tributary of the River
Wye and forms part of the designated site .
In Herefordshire, the River Wye has a high
level of protection under European law as a
Special Area of Conservation (SAC). This
includes the River Lugg tributary as far as
Hope-under-Dinmore.

Sadly one of these threats has now become
a reality.

Mary Heale

T

he River Wye is one of the Britain’s
largest rivers, rising on the Plynlimon
Mountains and flowing through several
towns including Rhayader, Builth Wells,
Hay-on-Wye, Hereford, Ross-on-Wye and
Monmouth before meeting the Severn
Estuary at Chepstow.
9
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Thomas Dunne was born in Herefordshire in 1933.
He lived with his wife Henrietta at Gatley Park from
1959-2008 where he farmed with much help from
others. They have two daughters and two sons.
He joined the Herefordshire County Council.
He was twice President of the Three Counties Show,
Patron of Worcester County Cricket Club.
He was appointed Lord Lieutenant of Hereford &
Worcester 1977 -2008. He retired and moved from
Gatley and Aymestrey in 2008.

What is your earliest childhood memory?
Tumbling from a moving car aged about three
years old.

What advice would you give a young person
leaving home?
Keep in touch.

What are the changes for the worst you
have seen in North Herefordshire since your
childhood?
A neglect of public transport

What is your favourite programme on
Television.
Nothing to compare with Morecambe & Wise,
Faulty Towers and Dad’s Army.

And the changes for the better?
Widespread car ownership

What was your proudest moment?
Receiving the Order of the Garter.

What was the hardest part of the role of
being a Lord Lieutenant?
Punctuality

What book are you reading at the moment?
‘The Spy and the Traitor’ by Ben Macintyre’
What word or phrase do you most overuse?
Nothing which is printable in a parish
magazine.

What was the most comical moment?
My first tea with a Mayor, when the tea lady
referred me that the band’s tea was downstairs,
and not in the Mayor’s parlour.

What is your idea of perfect happiness?
Anything to do with horses,

Where in the world have you most enjoyed
travelling?
With Fitzroy Maclean in Georgia

Which talent would you most like to have?
A perfect eye.

Where would you still like to travel to?
Russia and China.

What do you consider the most over rated
virtue?
Assertiveness

What is your greatest regret?
Life is too short

What is your favourite piece of music?
‘The chorus of the Hebrew slaves ‘by Verdi

Who is your favourite artist?
Alfred Munnings
Do you have a motto or proverb that you
live by?
Honour all men.

If your house burnt down, which one item
would you save?
‘Stanley’ my daughter’s elderly dachshund
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Thoughts from a
Gardener
t is the 5th of November, the potato
growers are still mauling their harvest
from the saturated field and hauling the
tractors up the stubble next to our lane,
two tractors in tandem until they reach the
road. Their tractors can cope but at what
cost to the soil structure I wonder.

I

T

he Winter Thrushes, Fieldfares and
Redwings arrived noisily last week
and colonised the Oak trees briefly before
dispersing to plunder the Holly and Haw
berries. This morning a flock of Gulls
sailed over effortlessly with the northerly
breeze, some in a V formation others
whirling and traveling at the same time,
sailing high against the grey sky, free
spirits.

Ithe challenge of adverse conditions. I
take pride in myself that I can dress
appropriately and work out in all but the
very worst winter weather. When I can’t
work then it is nice to just be out in the
elements mooching, getting chilled and
relishing the thought of going home to
light the fire.

O

ne autumn when a child I tried to
hibernate in an old chicken shed
where I kept my white mice. I intended to
rouse myself for Christmas. Of course my
physiology wasn’t up to it and after about
twenty minutes I emerged from
hibernation and have been active
throughout every winter since.

We have had a few light frosts and the
Oaks are turning that rich ochre of autumn,
the loosely attached leaves dropping like
confetti on the lane with each breath of
wind. The acorn crop is good this year and
so the lane is often filled with pheasants
feeding on traffic crushed mast. At night
the Fallow deer come to feed too, poaching
the ground in the fields underneath the
trees. I think that rats take advantage of
the bounty because each night Tawny owls
glide in to take up position in the oaks.

Now, two days later the potato harvesters
have finished, leaving a scene of
devastation. Not good husbandry and the
worst of industrial farming. It is sleeting,
the birds are active at my feeders, their
bright colours muted by the gloom but
their vigour undiminished.

have a rose in my hedge, the ’Generous
Gardener’, still flowering and my bees
are continuing to fly and to feed on the Ivy
flowers, despite the chill. Surprisingly
there is a hen outside wandering about
with eight 10 day old chicks.

I

S

o now to look forward to the Solstice,
to the calming ritual of decorating the
church for Christmas and at dusk, as I
leave, remembering past friends and
colleagues who lie in the churchyard.

I think that the migratory Thrushes and
wandering Gulls are probably heralding
the arrival of more wintry weather. I prefer
mild winters as it makes gardening more
comfortable, but at the same time I like

Then Christmas and New Year Festivities
and as the days lengthen again, Spring.
Jim Logan
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The Village Hall
A Cultural Nexus

M

y mate Luke and I are lost in a
village somewhere in the middle
of a flat county, trying to find the
village hall. I’m navigating and you
might think it is impossible to get lost in
a village but you’d be wrong. There’s
only one road marked on the map but
there are side allies and hidden tracks
and prehistoric paths and places
redolent with memory that have never
stumbled anywhere near an atlas.

of post war Dig for Britain Spirit, still
lit by metaphorical gas mantels, still
places where spinsters from Barbara
Pym novels make thin sandwiches for
meetings of obscure societies that get
smaller every year like the sandwiches
do.
he reason that village halls aren’t
like this is, in some measure, due to
the National Lottery which, after it was
first launched in 1994, devoted a large
slice of its charitable giving to the
Millennium Fund, which spruced up
and in some places completely rebuilt
village halls and began to facilitate a
renaissance in the way these places
were seen by their communities.

T

We come across someone posting a
letter and I wind down the window and
say “Can you direct me to the village
hall?” and he smiles and says “Ah, we
haven’t got a village hall, my good man,
we’ve got a Cultural Nexus.” And I
know instantly he’s a man after my own
heart. In the same way that some people
collect train numbers and team sheets
from League Two reserve games, I
collect village halls. I’ve visited
hundreds and performed my poetry in
many, but there are more than 13,000 in
the country and so I may not (although I
live in hope) get round them all.

This initiative has been carried on by
organizations like the Arts Alive which
helps to put professional performers
into village halls. As the country singer
Hank Wangford says “No hall to
small”.
My routine when I visit a hall to
perform is always the same. I’m met by
the welcoming committee and I’m
honor-bound to brush straight passed
them and head to the kitchen and hunt
for the teapot because one of the
inviolable rules of the village hall is that
the bigger the teapot, the more amazing
the village hall will be.. It always
works. The other marker of the village
hall’s pedigree is that there must be
notices stuck to the walls and there must
be so many of them that you can read
the village hall like you might read a
novel. The notice must be bespoke and
beautiful, like the two I found in a hall

just need time. That’s Village Hall
Time, which is somehow different to
real time. The reason that I like them is
because to my mind they are, like the
man said, cultural nexuses. They are
places where the Bowling Club makes
way for the Pilates, where living with
Dementia sessions rubs shoulders with
the Yoga Group and where a bar can be
put up in the side room and you can
dance the night away or watch a film.

I

O

ne view of village halls is that
they’re fading examples of a kind
12

in Cumbria in the newly constructed
changing rooms. One said, in red print
on laminated paper; PLEASE DO NOT
CLOSE THE CURTAINS, which
seemed odd because it was a changing
room. The one at the other side of the
room, also in red and laminated, read
PLEASE SWITCH THE STAIR
LIGHTS OFF. IF YOU CAN READ
THIS YOU’VE NOT SWITCHED
THEM OFF. I asked the organizer
about the closing the curtains notice and
he said, with a kind of village hall logic,
“Well, if you close the curtains you
can’t see the notice telling you to turn
the stair lights off.”

In austerity Britain where the civic
space is shrinking, these halls are places
where people can get together and stew
apples for juice or cider, like they did in
one village I went to in Lincolnshire.
They are places where the old can
interact with the young. Yes they are
cultural nexuses. They are fun palaces.
They are debating chambers and
rehearsal spaces where maybe the
things we are rehearsing are different
ways of organizing our lives. They are
places with teapots as big as the moon.
They are Utopia with cutlery drawers,
waiting for us to inhabit them with love.

Written by Ian McMillan and published in the Independent Newspaper in September 2019
(N.B.The Teapot in Aymestrey Village hall is 34 inches in circumference by 8 inches!)

AYMESTREY PARISH HALL
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
This is perhaps a good time to remind everyone
The AGM will take place

Wednesday 15th January 2020 at 7.00pm
Most parishioners will be aware of the variety of events that are held in our Parish Hall – Quizzes, Film
Nights, Variety and Comedy Nights, Travelling Theatre performances, The Autumn Fayre, Ballroom
Dance Classes, Every kind of Exercise/Fitness Class, Carpet Bowling, Harvest Suppers, Apple Pressing,
and Parish Council Meetings and many more, all bringing the community together.
Behind the organisation of these events are the members of the Parish Hall Committee, some of whom
have been on duty for many years. In order that these kinds of events can continue
IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE
HAVE SOME NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS
We would welcome new ideas too!
PLEASE COME ALONG ON WEDNESDAY 15th January at 7pm.

Please put it in your diaries

YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU!!!!!
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Friday May 8th 2020
75th Anniversary of VE Day
Next year's early May bank holiday will be moved back by four days for the whole of the UK
to coincide with the 75th anniversary of VE Day.
VE Day, or Victory in Europe Day, marks the day towards the end of World War Two when
fighting against Nazi Germany came to an end in Europe.
Aymestrey Parish Hall Committee would like to hold some kind of village event to
commemorate the anniversary and would be pleased to receive some ideas of how we can
celebrate.

It will be an opportunity for us all to remember the enormous sacrifices that were made at
home and abroad and to joyously celebrate as people did 75 years ago, the arrival of peace
in Europe. The holiday will form part of a three-day weekend of commemorative events.
They will include more than 20,000 pubs encouraging people to toast the heroes of the
war, while churches will take part in a Ringing out for Peace.

Save the Date!
Ideas for how we can celebrate please to: parishhall@aymestrey.org

Autumn Fayre
Thank you to all who helped at this year’s
successful Autumn Fayre
Breakdown of results:
£
Bric a Brac
77.09
Produce
223.30
Duck Dinner
40.00
Book Stall
16.64
Teas
92.70
Door
60.00
Auction
68.60
Raffle
77.20
Clothes/Sweets
57.70
Di’s Teabags
15.00
MEG’s Grocery Draw
33.00
Bottle Stall
83.00
844.23
Donations
18.00
Grand Total
862.23
In Aid of Aymestrey & Leinthall Earls Churches
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Congratulations
To Dan Williams of Upper Lye

9 years old Dan was recently presented with a Community
Youth Award by West Mercia Police.
After his Grandad, Brian Williams, passed away in 2017
following a heart attack, Dan was inspired to learn CPR and to
fundraise to buy two recently installed defibrillators and the
cabinets to give the community a better chance of survival.

Congratulations
To Andy Link and all at The Riverside Inn
Winners of the Slow Food award for the Best Restaurant/ Food Eatery in the UK

The Slow Food movement was founded in Italy during the 1980s, initially to defend regional traditions, good food, gastronomic pleasure and slower pace of life. The movement is now global, and
Andy Link is the Marches representative for the organisation. The awards were started six year ago
to highlight the producers, restaurants and shops promoting the ethos of good, clean, fair food.

Learn to draw and paint, improve your drawing and painting
Richard Partiss, a watercolour artist and Aymestrey Parish resident is planning in setting up a class in
Aymestrey Parish Hall. Whether you have no experience or just need to brush up on your skills,
Richard will be able to guide you step-by-step through the basics

If you are interested in joining an art class please contact Richard on 07720 859434
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Ruth Scamp

Carpet Bowls
The North Herefordshire Indoor Carpet Bowls League
Would you believe that the North Herefordshire Indoor Carpet Bowls League will be in their 20 th year
since it was first formed when this present season comes to an end in February 2020? The League was
first formed between just four villages: Titley, Lingen, Breinton and Aymestrey. It became so successful
that two more villages joined - Wigmore and Shobdon. Unfortunately it has now dwindled back down to
four with Breinton dropping out and Wigmore and Shobdon joining forces to make one team (Wigdon).
Joe has been and remains Chairman of the League from the beginning. It was feared at one time that the
League may collapse but
everyone asked Joe to do his best
to keep it going as it is such a
good social event, bringing
communities
and
villages
together. The League only runs
during the winter months and
each autumn it’s like meeting up
with family and old friends when it starts again.
In September Aymestrey has lost one of its valuable founder members, Malcolm Roberts. Malcolm was a
dedicated Carpet Bowler. He loved the chats with farmers from the other teams. He was always there in
setting up and clearing away. He kept an eye on the competitions, telling Joe what should be played
when. He was very good at knocking the jack off and giving 2 points to the opposition, especially if they
were in danger of scoring about 6 points on one end. It became a joke amongst members. If you want the
jack knocking off ask Malcolm, he will do it. Malcolm was also a very fair captain 2 or 3 times. The only
thing he was not keen on was standing up and giving the end of night speech. He, together with his wife
Helen, were the very first two winners of the Doubles Pairs Trophy when Aymestrey Carpet Bowlers
were first formed, and have their names on the trophy to prove it. Malcolm had been a dedicated
supporter through and through, right up to the beginning of this year.
The Carpet Bowlers have almost completed their in house competitions for the end of the year. This will
then see the presentations awarded at the Annual Dinner held at the Riverside Inn in the New Year.
Aymestrey Carpet Bowls Team
They have to date played 4 matches this present season, winning 2 games and losing 2 games. It has been
agreed that because there are fewer teams in the League that teams play each other twice before
Christmas and twice in the New Year - so a long way to go yet.

Recent Events
Apple Pressing Day
Simon Abbiss yet again provided all the equipment for the Apple Pressing event. The day was a fine one
and the apple pressing was very successful, with many people coming to have their apples pressed for
fresh juice or to make their own home made cider (and hopefully enough cider will be made for the Fete
next year). Hot soup and cake tea and coffee were also enjoyed.
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Soup and Pudding Night
What a successful night this was with what seemed like 100 people in the Hall. P.L.U.G - “Pearl Lake
Ukulele Group” - gave a wonderful entertaining performance of music and songs and they even supplied
a comedian who, if you actually did not see him personally, you would have thought was Max Boyce. A
wonderful evening that ended with everyone going home in good spirits . Well done PLUG and thank
you to all the people who donated the soups, puddings, cheese and biscuits. Thanks also to Henry Thorpe
who just walked in the door and got roped in to running the Bar along with Vida and Chris. Another big
thanks also must go to Joan Harding and June Baxter for staying to help turn the hall round after there had
been over a 100 people in the hall in the afternoon and set up the Hall for the Evening Soup and Pudding.
We all got there and look forward to the next Soup and Pudding Night 2021.All monies made was divided
between the Two Churches Leinthall and Aymestrey and The Parish Hall.

Future Events
Quiz Nights
The Christmas Quiz this year will be on December Friday 13th 2019. Teams of 4 with Christmas themed
Raffle Prizes and Christmas Jumpers on show please! The Hall will be decorated for the occasion to get
you all in the Christmas Spirit.. Just remember this is to be a fun quiz night with Ian Banks providing the
questions. So get your Christmas thinking caps on.
Future 2020 Quiz Nights: January 10th, Feb 14th (Valentines Night), March 12th, and April 10th
Talgarth Male Voice Choir: Friday 21st February 2020
The Parish Hall and Church Committees are pleased to announce the first major event of 2020 is a
performance by the “Talgarth Male Voice Choir” We are very pleased that the Choir have agreed to come
and perform at Aymestrey Parish Hall. They are a famous Choir who travel to many places in the Europe
and the World. This will again be a joint fund raising event for the Aymestrey and Leinthall Earls
Churches and Aymestrey Parish Hall. The Choir organiser has informed me that if anyone would like to
join in with the Choir and sing with them for a special performance or if anyone has a request for the
choir to sing for a special occasion or event then do please let us know so that we can inform them
beforehand. This we are sure will be a very popular event and tickets will be on sale in the New Year
from Meg Thorpe and Ruth Scamp.

Regular Events
Yoga Classes: with Gwyn Richards every Weds morning: 9-30 -10-30 a.m.
Figure Fitness Classes: with Ann Bliss: These have temporarily been stopped but Ann hopes very
much to be able to start these again in the New Year.
Pilates: with Barbara Kay. These are also very successful and Barbara now holds two sessions every
Thursday morning the first starting at 9-30 and the second session starting at 10-45a.m.
Sequence Dancing: This evergreen dance night continues with great success in the hands of Jan and
Keith Oldersure. Again new members are very welcome just turn up and introduce yourself to Keith or
Jan and away you go. Many of the regular dancers come from outside the Parish.

AYMESTREY PARISH HALL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday January 15th 2020 at 7.00pm
Please come early to ensure you get a seat
We need more committee members!

17

roads. Responsibility for the condition of the
road surface of all roads in the Parish also
remains with Herefordshire/Balfour Beatty - this
includes repairing the potholes.
In Aymestrey Parish we have signed up to the
Herefordshire Council 'lengthsman' scheme, by
which the Parish Council is responsible for
certain aspects of maintenance of the C class and
unclassified roads in the Parish. This includes
cutting grips in the verges where appropriate to
allow the water to drain into adjacent
watercourses.

Parish Council
Chairman, Ian Goddard, reflects on Parish
Council doings and extracts from the Clerk’s
postbag.

F

irst and foremost, huge thanks from
Aymestrey Parish Council and on behalf of
all Parishioners are due to Marion Griffiths and
Mary Heale, the Editors, and Jonathan Heale as
illustrator and main help and support, who
between them have nurtured and developed
Aymestrey Matters as the prime source of
information about local events, local interest,
Parish news and so much more. All of this has
been done without reward, but with good
humour and remarkable regularity for the last 10
or so years. The team is now retiring and this is
their last issue, and so we say a collective thank
you for their magnificent achievement in
establishing Aymestrey Matters as part of the
interwoven fabric of our precious community.

Aha! I hear you say - but who is responsible for
the ditches and watercourses into which the
water drains? While it is commonly thought that
the local or highway authority is responsible, the
answer is that keeping the ditch or watercourse
clear and running is the responsibility of the
adjacent landowner. For the more detailed
information, please refer to
https://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/download/do
wnloads/id/16062/guidance_on_landowner_resp
onsibilities.pdf
or look it up on our website aymestrey.org.
There is one important exception to this, which
developed is that watercourses which run under
the roadway remain the responsibility of the
highway authority which, for these purposes, is
Balfour Beatty.

Marion, Mary and Jonathan: well done, thank
you and we hope that you enjoy your quarterly
rest!

I

n Aymestrey Parish, and no doubt elsewhere,
many of the drainage grips from carriageway
to ditch have been disturbed by the work of
putting in the fibre optic cables, others by
vehicles driving on the verge. Our lengthsman
is getting round all of these, but if you find that a
bit of work with a spade would allow the water
to drain into a ditch, please do the neighbourly
thing!

Rain
During two recent periods of prolonged rain a
number of Parishioners contacted me to let me
know of flood problems affecting some of the
local lanes, and so it is timely to summarise who
has what responsibilities around the topic of
draining away water. The Parish Council
appreciates the problems caused by floodwater,
particularly as we enter the season of frosts and
ice.

Some landowners have told me that they don't
do the work because the ditch just blocks up
again, often with debris from upstream. While
not unsympathetic, that does not change the
responsibility and I do ask any parish
landowners reading this to check that their
ditches are clear and running.

M

aintenance of A and B roads in the Parish
is the responsibility of Herefordshire
County Council, which they have contracted
Balfour Beatty to discharge. The Parish Council
has no duty (nor indeed permission) to work on
those

It's not a rant; it's just the way things are.
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Mortimer Medical Practice
The latest news from the Patients Participation Group
At the last meeting of the MMC PPG on 24
September, we were addressed by Claire
Brown, Research Nurse - Primary Care for
the CRN West Midlands, NIHR Clinical
Research Network, about the Joint
Dementia Research (JDR) project in which
she is involved and for which she is
recruiting a wide variety of participants.
This is one of a number of research
projects on a wide variety of topics in
which she is involved.
A brochure
explaining the JDR project and a form with
which to join are available at the practice
offices and at the Kingsland Post Office.

Below is a summary of her talk:

V

ital studies into early diagnosis, prevention and new treatments for dementia are
taking place in the UK – but more volunteers are needed.

Every 3 minutes someone in the UK is diagnosed with dementia. There are numerous
questions about diagnosis, treatments, prevention and best care for which there are no clear
answers yet. Only research into dementia will help find these answers, and this research is
reliant on people like you volunteering to take part and making a difference for the future.
To find out about new studies looking for participants, anyone over the age of 18 can register
with Join Dementia Research. You do not necessarily need to have a diagnosis, but we are
encouraging those with dementia and their carers and relatives to sign up. You can do this
online, by phone or by post, and you can sign up for yourself, or on behalf of someone else.
Join Dementia Research is a service which allows people to register their interest in national
dementia research, by signing up you are merely agreeing to be contacted and the choice is
always yours as to whether you take part in individual studies.
Once registered, your details will be stored securely, and will be regularly checked to see if
you match to studies. Once matched with a study, information is sent to individuals to allow
them to decide whether or not they might be interested in taking part, participation is always
voluntary. There are lots of types of studies, such as those looking at prevention or new ways
to diagnose the condition; drug studies trialling new treatments; or simple surveys and
questionnaires.
ou can sign up today at www.joindementiaresearch.nihr.ac.uk by calling Alzheimer’s
Research UK on 0300 111 5 111 or Alzheimer’s Society on 0300 222 1122, or by
collecting a registration form from Mortimer Medical Practice.

Y

Claire Brown
If there is any points which need raising at the next meeting please contact Susan Burke,
Aymestrey rep. by email: conceptgroup@btopenworld.com or Tel: 01568 770693 or Brian
Taylor by email: bwebbertaylor@gmail.com or Tel: 01568 780891

19

C o m i n g S o o n . . . . t o a t h e a t r e near you !
(Just a selection of the pantomime entertainment available in our area)

Regal Tenbury Wells
18 Dec to 3 January 2020

It’s Snow Whites turn to take up residence in Tenbury for
your local professional pantomime
Snow White was told to never accept gifts from strangers
but when she takes a bite of apple from Mad Granny her life
is turned upside down and she ends up in a strange house
with 7 even stranger men.
Will her prince find her? Will Granny Smith get to attend
the Royal Gala? Come and join in the panto fun as it’s off
to work we go...

Box Office: 01584 811442

www.regaltenbury.co.uk

....................................................................................................................................................................................

Hereford Courtyard
29 November 2019 to 11 January 2020

This magical, family-friendly show will be packed with
spectacular costumes, magnificent sets and a coachload
of hilarity, slapstick, song and dance that all make a trip
to The Courtyard an unmissable Christmas treat. What’s
more, with not one but two devious dames in the shape
of the Ugly Sisters, this year’s show is set to be double
the fun! Prepare to boo, hiss and cheer – oh yes you
will! – in this sparkling festive treat.
The clock is ticking… book your tickets today!
Box Office: 01432 340555

www.courtyard.org.uk

.................................................................................................................................................................................

Malvern Theatre
12December to 5January 2020

Starring John Challis from Only Fools and
Horses and Malvern’s favourite funny
man, Mark James.
Follow Aladdin, his brother Wishee Washee,
and of course his mother Widow Twankey, on
a spectacular adventure. Expect flying
carpets, a wish-granting genie, an evil
sorcerer and a lamp-full of laughs, so book
your magic carpet ride to Malvern to the
magical pantomime Aladdin!

Box Office: 01684 892277

www.malvern-theatres
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Aymestrey Parish Hall

Film & Food Double Bill
Friday December 20th 2019

4.30pm

Mary Poppins
starring Julie Andrews and Dick van Dyke

Food served at 7pm

7.30pm

Mary Poppins Returns
starring Emily Blunt and Lin Manuel Miranda

£10 for food and films — £5 for films only
Party food please email
webadmin@aymestrey.org
To book or Tel: 01568 770816
Aymestrey Parish Hall

Film & Food
Friday January 17th 2020
7pm Food - 7.30pm Film
Please email webadmin@aymestrey.org
To book or Tel: 01568 770816
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The Tale of the
Gentleman’s Caravan
Chrissie Lawson
Drawing by Ian Lawson

S

ome of you may have noticed
the little Green Caravan parked
behind Aymestrey Orchard and
might be interested in its
extraordinary history. It was found
by Ian Lawson from the Mill lying
derelict by the River Arrow near
Pembridge whilst he was out walking
about thirty years ago. He enquired who
the owner was and surprisingly the said
owner gave the caravan to him, after
realising he intended to restore it to its
former glory.

a sleepy sunny day and there was no one
about. Even the village shop was shut and
I felt we were a century too late! However
the Village Garage was open and we met a
helpful proprietor who told us that there
were Ewbank’s buried in Bampton
Churchyard and a local history group next
door. So off we went and found the graves
and at the last moment I decided to leave a
message in the Visitor’s book stating I was
in search of Wilson Ewbank’s Family.

He tentatively managed to tow it home and
then started the restoration work. When he
lifted some of the woodwork inside he
found an inscription stating ‘This caravan
was built all by myself - Wilson Ewbank
1914 – Bampton, Westmorland’.

Y

ou may remember our Village shop,
and Hilda Biddle who ran it so
successfully for many years. Anyway one
day Ian was in the shop and got chatting to
Hilda. She asked him how he was getting
on with the caravan and he told her about
the inscription he had found. Much to his
surprise Hilda told him Wilson Ewbank
was buried in Aymestrey Churchyard.

M

uch to my surprise, I received an
email on our return, from the ex
Head teacher of Bampton Village School,
stating she had done some work on the
family tree for her neighbours who were
Ewbanks and she would send it to us. A
day or two later a member of Bampton
History Group also got in touch and I sent
them photographs for their archives of the
caravan. A few weeks later we received a
visit from some Bampton folks who had
come to see their caravan in situ here. The
caravan has a treasured past, and enjoys
itself within our village nearby to Wilson
Ewbank’s resting place!

I

t later transpired he was a Sawyer and
had lived at the Cottage near
Covenhope Bridge and moved the caravan
by train from Westmorland when he
moved to this area. This summer we were
on holiday in the Lake District and saw a
sign for Bampton. We decided to go to the
village and see if we could find any
Ewbank family who might be interested to
know about their family’s caravan. It was

If anyone has any further information
about Wilson Ewbank please get in touch.
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Notes from the Marsh

Ominous scrabbling, scraping and
gnawing above the kitchen after the
snowstorm was probably attributable to
rats.

I

n mid-November, as weather maps turn
blue over Scandinavia and Russia, the
winter thrushes have arrived, though in
small numbers. Through the current cloud
and mist, they could be heard more than
seen, brief fluting and high notes from
Redwings, and chacking from Fieldfares.
Their winter food preferences differ
slightly, as the Redwings are very partial
to fallen apples, while the Fieldfares prefer
berries. They are both relatives of our
Song-Thrush, but have rarely nested in
Britain; for me, they are the cold season
equivalent of Swifts and Swallows.

T

hrough mid-September, the frogs
seemed confused about the seasons,
and were croaking loudly in the big pond,
while a male bullfinch sang its ‘creakygate’ song in mid-October. However, the
usual Red Admirables (the original name
for these handsome butterflies), with a few
Commas and Small Tortoiseshells,
perched in a happy and somewhat lopsided
fashion on the windfalls in September.
They can certainly vote with their feet
when it comes to finding food, as they
have taste receptors on their soles. They
are also all drinkers, as they only feed on
liquids.

W

inter is truly on its way. Another
sign of the approaching cold is the
movement of Swans and Geese; no Swans
sighted this year, but at the start of October
8 large Geese (most likely Canadas) called
as they flew south over the fields.

T

he Tawny Owls have been keewicking and hooting furiously in
recent weeks; the males say kee-wick and
hoot and wait hopefully for females to call
back. Only the males hoot. I am very glad
to say that there was two-way owl traffic
on the marsh, but my brother near
Bromyard reported a sad male who called
and called with no obvious response.
Well, we have already had a few light but
glittering frosts, and I’ve driven through a
few streaks and patches of fog on wet
evenings, may we all see clearly and travel
safely to welcome refuges this season,
birds, beasts and beings!
Susanna Checketts

A

nd on that note, up here in the Alpine
zone, otherwise known as Yatton, we
have actually seen snow. The morning of
9th November gave us huge flakes whirling
down, and the hills blotted out, too wet
and too brief to settle, but is this the shape
of things to come? Our last consistently
hard winters came in 2010 and 2011, the
one snowy and the other bitterly cold; it
may be just a coincidence that the
wretched grey squirrels (which seem to
have increased again) have already stored
hazelnuts under an old bottomless dustbin.
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A Thought on Trees
Elm Trees and a chance to restore them to our
countryside........

M

any people over the age of 60 will remember the
iconic Elm tree of the shires; massive statuesque
trees in the hedgerows and clumps in the fields. They held
the noisy rookeries and were the classic backdrop to some
many rural activities ably captured in those old pictures of
English life. They provided the food for a host of wildlife
and insects such as the White Letter Hairstreak butterfly.
Sadly by the early 1970’s they were nearly all dead - struck down by a deadly fungus carried
by a beetle that laid its eggs beneath the bark of the tree. The trees were cut down leaving a
huge gap in any country dwellers mind. The suckers of those trees still survive in our
hedgerows, trying to grow into trees. They get to about 20 feet high and the trunk to 69inches in diameter only to be struck down again by the disease.
Thankfully, much work over the last 40 years has been done in Europe and the US, breeding
resistant varieties of Elm. These have been rigorously tested by inoculating with fungus and
are now beginning to be imported to this country, having undergone testing for other
diseases. This all comes at a cost of importing, royalties, growing on, transport etc. There are
also other different varieties that have a very good resistance and will grow with a similar
form to the trees of yesteryear. These are best planted in hedgerows or in positions where
they can become features in our landscape.
The Tree Warden Network has available the following:
European White Elm £10 (Plant anywhere especially wet or waterlogged sites)
Lutece £10 (plant in good or heavy soils –needs staking to start)
Wingham £12 (plant in good soils)
Fiorente £12 Available Dec (plant in good soils)
Ademuz £12 Available Dec (plant in good or heavy soils)
All prices subject to additional VAT
Each tree will come with a free used 1.2 metre Tubex Guard (while they last).
Contact Tree wardens Ken or Helen to purchase.
Humans are the only species, who cut trees, make paper from it and then write on this paper
“Save the trees”. Groucho Marx
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Recently, there have been numerous incidents within Herefordshire whereby older
community members have been scammed out of their hard earned cash.

riminals may be calling
Suspect anyone you don’t know, regardless of who they claim to be.
nswer ‘No to any personal questions.
Don’t part with any of your personal information or money. Remember the police and your bank would
NEVER ask for such details as your PIN or account numbers over the phone.
eave the conversation.
If you are suspicious or feel uncomfortable with the caller’s questions, then end the call.
et us know.
If in doubt hang up and wait 10 minutes. Then report to Action Fraud (0300 123 30 40 or www.actionfraud.police.uk) or the police
(101)*
*Report to the police if the crime is still happening, the suspect is in the local area or if you are vulnerable and unable to contact Action
Fraud.

St Michael’s Hospice
Light up a Life
Remembering family, friends and colleagues and reflecting on the times we spent together.
Light up a Life gives you the chance to celebrate their lives by lighting a candle, placing a dedication
in St Michael’s “Books of Remembrance” and, if you wish, attending one of the special events taking
place throughout Herefordshire and the surrounding area
The list of local Light up a Life services is below. For more information on how to leave a dedication
in a Book of Remembrance, visit st-michaels-hospice.org.uk
St Michael’s Church, Brimfield – Sunday 1st December – 6.30pm
St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Weobley – Wednesday 4th December – 7.30pm

Thank You
May I thank the editorial team of Aymestrey Matters in this the final edition with them at the
helm. They have over several years revealed a treasure trove of Aymestrey news, ranging from
wildlife and the state of the footpaths, cowslips, and hedgehogs, to recipes and reviews of local
events. The special quality of Mary‘s journalistic genes, Jonathan’s talent, and Marion’s
knowledge combined to make Aymestrey Matters a gem for its readership. Thank you on behalf
of your readers.
Thomas Dunne
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Mortimer’s Cross Battlefield Project
Update Autumn 2019

After four years as Secretary to the project helping to set it up, Patricia Pothecary has retired and will no
longer be producing project updates. Nevertheless this exciting project now remains in the capable
hands of the professionals.
You can continue to access information on progress of the project, news and events in several ways.
1.

Via the project BlogSpot http://mx1461.blogspot.com/ (Similar to a website)

2.

Through the Project Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/MX1461/

3.

By contacting the project director Gary Ball on mx1461cbap@gmail.com

4.

Or with the Battlefields Trust website for general information on the battle at
http://www.battlefieldstrust.com/resourcecentre/warsoftheroses/battleview.asp?BattleFieldId=25
And specific information about the project at http://www.battlefieldstrust.com/mx1461/

5.

Finally you can join the list of potential volunteers which will give you access to
training sessions run by the archaeologists.
Contact Gary Ball mx1461cbap@gmail.com. The list of volunteers is long and not
everyone will have the opportunity to help but as the project unfolds, and where
opportunities for involvement do arise, you will be kept informed. These are not only
in the field but include things such as archive research, helping at events and supporting
the work of steering the project.
.
Answers to the Christmas Quiz on page 6

1. Wizzard
2. Capricorn
3. Sir Isaac Newton
4. The Grinch
5. Bing Crosby
6. Indian Ocean
7. Rubik’s Cube
8. Little Jack Horner
9. Harry Belafonte
10. A football match took place in No Man’s Land
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11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Irving Berlin
The Goons
Jacob Marley
Midge Ure
Oslo
George V
Dick Whittington
12th Night
Tibet
Cupid

ANSWERS TO THE QUIZ IN THE WINTER
EDITION OF AYMESTREY MATTERS

I’m afraid the Grinch got into the computer
and re-arranged the answers in the winter
edition of Aymestrey Matters
Correct Answers below
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

The Grinch
Bing Crosby
Indian Ocean
Rubik’s Cube
Little Jack Horner
Harry Belafonte
A football match took place in No Man’s Land
Irving Berlin
The Goons
Jacob Marley
Midge Ure
Oslo
George V
Dick Whittington
Wizzard
Capricorn
Isaac Newton
th
12 Night
Tibet
Cupid

PARISH PEOPLE
Here are some details for people in the parish you might need to contact

PARISH COUNCIL
Chair
Ian Goddard
770251

Vice-chair
Helen Hamilton
709155

Clerk
Maggie Brown
clerk@aymestrey.org
Tel: 07398 222 310

Members
Annaly Goodwin 709212 - John Probert 708484
Ian Banks 770816 webadmin@aymestrey.org
Ken Holland 770367 - David Duggan 07790704674
Eleanor Waldron via Clerk
Special Responsibilities
Lengthsman: David Williams
Tree Wardens: Helen Hamilton and Ken Holland
Footpaths: Dave Dunn 770224
Mortimer Medical Practice Patient Representative: Sue Burke conceptgroup@btopenworld.com
Ward Councillor:
Carole Gandy 01568780583 carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk

VILLAGE HALL
Bookings: Ruth Scamp 709031
Tickets: Ruth Scamp - Dan Hurcomb hurcombdc@gmail.com

CHURCH
Churchwardens:

Stuart Hutchings 770536

Meg Thorpe 780384

AYMESTREY MATTERS
Editorial Team
editor@aymestrey.org
Marion Griffiths 709398 - Mary Heale 709042
Art and graphics Jonathan Heale ©
Aymestrey Website: www.aymestrey.org
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DATES FOR DIARIES Winter 2019/20
When

What

Where

Mondays 7.30pm
Thursdays 8.00pm (excepting last
Thursday of the month Sept to April)
Thursday 7.30pm (last Thursday of the
month) from Sept to April
Wednesday 11am to to 12.15pm
Thursdays 9.30am to 10.30am

Carpet bowls
Sequence dancing

PH
PH

Aymestrey Branch
Herefordshire Wildlife Trust
Hatha Yoga
Pilates

PH

Sunday 1st 11am
Sunday 8th
Friday 13th 8pm
Sunday 15th 3.30pm

ADVENT SUNDAY Holy Communion BCP
No Service – Join with Kingsland
Christmas Quiz
Christingle Service

PH
Kingsland
PH
Leinthall Earls

Friday 20th 4.30pm and 7.30pm

Film & Food Double Bill
4.30pm “Mary Poppins”
7.30pm “Mary Poppins Returns”
Decorating the church for Christmas
Carol Service
Holy Communion CW
Holy Communion BCP
Benefice Fifth Sunday Service

PH

PH
PH

December

Food served at 7pm
Saturday 21st 10am
Sunday 22nd 4pm
CHRISTMAS DAY 8am
CHRISTMAS DAY 11am
Sunday 29th 10.30am

Aymestrey
Aymestrey
Leinthall Earls
Aymestrey
Kingsland

January
Sunday 5th 11am
Friday 10th 8pm
Saturday 11th
Sunday 12th 9.30am
Wednesday 15th 7.00pm
Friday 17th 7pm for 7.30pm
Sunday 19th 3.30pm
Wednesday 22nd 7.30pm
Thursday 30th Doors open 7pm

Plough Sunday Service
Quiz Night
Shanty Singers
‘Open the Book’ Service
Aymestrey Parish Hall AGM
Downton Abbey
Evensong
Parish Council Meeting
Wildlife Trust – “Save our Shropshire Curlews” Leo
Smith

Aymestrey
PH
PH
Aymestrey
PH
PH
Leinthall Earls
PH
PH

February
Sunday 2nd 11am
Sunday 9th 9.30am
Sunday 16th 3.30pm
Friday 14th 8pm
Friday 21st 7pm for 7.30pm
Wednesday 26th 7.30pm
Thursday 27th Doors open 7pm

Service to celebrate Candlemas & the Battle of
Mortimer Cross
‘Open the Book’ Service
Holy Communion C W
Quiz Night
Talgarth Male Voice Choir
Parish Council Meeting
Wildlife Trust - “Rabbits” – John Dutton

Aymestrey
Aymestrey
Leinthall Earls
PH
PH
PH
PH

March
Sunday 1st 11am
Sunday 8th 9.30am
Friday 13th 8pm
Sunday 15th 3.30pm
Friday 20th 7pm
Sunday 22nd 11am
Wednesday 25th 7.30pm
Thursday 26th Doors open 7pm

St David’s Day Holy Communion BCP
‘Open the Book’ Service
Quiz Night
Holy Communion CW
Film Night
Mothering Sunday
Parish Council Meeting
Wildlife Trust – “Close to the Edge with Wild
Peregrines” – Jim Almond

Aymestrey
PH
PH
Leinthall Earls
PH
Kingsland
PH
PH

Printed by One Stop Print Shop Leominster Tel: 01568610095/610619 E: Leominster@osps.biz

28

