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Contributions of articles for Aymestrey Matters (up to 500 words) are always welcome 

(Please include contact details with all contributions) 

Email: editor@aymestrey.org 

Tel: Marion 709398 or Mary 709042 

Wednesday 22 May – Annual Meeting of the 
Parish Council to be followed by scheduled 

meeting of Aymestrey Parish Council 
Aymestrey Parish Council 

meets at 7.30pm on the 4th Wednesday each month in the Parish 
Hall . 

Members of the public are warmly invited to attend any future 
Parish Council Meetings and time is allocated at the start of every 

meeting to raise particular items. 

 

Aymestrey & Leinthall 

Earls Churches 

Easter Services 
 

PALM SUNDAY - 9th April 

Procession with the donkeys 

10.30am 

Aymestrey Church 

------ 

GOOD FRIDAY - 14th April 

‘Walking with the Cross’ 

followed by hot chocolate and 

hot cross buns 

Meet at 10am 

Leinthall Earles 

------ 

EASTER SUNDAY 

 Sunday 16th April 

11am Holy Communion BCP 

Aymestrey 

3.30pm Holy Communion CW 

Leinthall Earles 

 

Figure Fitness 

Wednesday Evenings  

6.30pm to 7.30pm 

(Change to Tuesday evening on the last 

week of the month) 

 

VOLUNTEER AT CROFT CASTLE 

 

Become one of Croft Castle's volunteers and join our friendly 
team. 
 The roles here are varied and it doesn't matter how much or how  
little you know - all you need is enthusiasm and a willingness to 
learn.  We're currently looking for volunteers to help in the 
Castle, Visitor, Reception, Shop, Tea-room and with the events 
team.            
 email croftcastle@nationaltrust.org  or Tel 01568 780246 

Best wishes to  

Pat Allport 
as she continues her recovery 

following her recent operation. 

  Advance notice 

AYMESTREY FETE Saturday July 20
th

 2019 

 

 
SPRING PLANT FAIR 

1
ST

 MAY 2019 10.30am– 4.00pm 

 
BROXWOOD COURT, PEMBRIDGE, HR6 9JJ 

Find really interesting plants  
early in the season and see the rarely 

 opened beautiful Broxwood Court garden. 
Refreshments, demonstrations and raffle.  

All proceeds to The Cart Shed  
(Reg Charitiy no 1167802) 
Entrance £5 per person. 

Tel: 01544 318 231  

Can you play the Piano? 

 We are looking for someone to help with playing 
hymns once a month on a Sunday at Aymestrey 
Church.  It is a lovely Organ (and there are no 
pedals) but we need some support to keep up the 
tradition in our little village Church'.   We are a 
friendly bunch - nothings very formal.  Please ring 
Chrissie on 01568 770431 or 07805155645 
 

HATHA YOGA  

 

Wednesday  
11.00-12.15pm 

mailto:editor@aymestrey.org
mailto:croftcastle@nationaltrust.org
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Each year Herefordshire hosts Community Champion Awards in five categories 

 (Youth, Volunteering, Community, Caring, and Environment). 

 

rom our Parish Ken Holland was nominated (by a number of people, not just the Parish 

Council) in the 'Community' category for his unstinting work on behalf of the Parish and 

its Parishioners over the last 20 years or so.  Most will know of his steadfast chairmanship of 

the Village Hall, his navigation of 

the Neighbourhood Development 

Plan, his fundraising, his work on 

the Great War project and his 

contribution as a Parish Councillor 

among his many other kindnesses 

to neighbours and organisation of 

events, not least the village fete. 

 

There were over 100 nominations 

from the County.  Ken was among 

the fifteen finalists (three in each 

category) and while the award 

went to an equally worthy road 

safety campaigner, all finalists 

were feted at a dinner held on 22 

March in Hereford Town 

Hall.  Ken received a memento of 

his success from Lady Darnley, the 

Lord Lieutenant of Herefordshire, 

and well-earned applause from the 

other finalists and the great and 

good of the County. 

 

ell done Ken, we are all 

very proud of you. 
  

Note for ratepayers: the dinner and awards were sponsored by a private company and the Herefordshire treasury 

was not called upon. 

Ian Goddard, Parish Council Chairman 

F 

W 
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Opportunity to Make a 

Difference by Becoming a 

Councillor at the Next Local 

Elections 

 
What matters to you in your local area?  Is it making sure that people with dementia get 

the help and care they need, or wanting good quality local jobs and houses? 

You could be the person to make a difference by becoming a Herefordshire councillor. 

The next local elections for Herefordshire take place on Thursday 2 May 2019.  

Herefordshire needs ward and parish councillors who are capable, energetic and engaged, 

with a commitment to local communities and a passion for change. 

Perhaps you are already involved in local affairs and want to take the next step.  Or you 

may be looking for a worthwhile and rewarding way to help your local community.  No 

matter what your motivation, Herefordshire will benefit from having a diverse group of 

councillors who bring a different perspective and life experience to the role. 

John Coleman, Herefordshire Council’s Democratic Services Manager, says that those 

elected to be ward and parish councillors for Herefordshire will be supported: 

“Herefordshire Council has launched a microsite with advice about what being a 

councillor entails and the chance to hear from other Herefordshire councillors about why 

they became involved in local democracy. 

“Being an effective councillor is rewarding but requires both commitment and hard work.  
Councillors have to balance the needs and interests of residents, the political party they 

represent (if any) and the council.  Herefordshire Council will provide training and 

support to guide all new councillors through the basics of being a councillor and how the 

council functions.” 

To stand  for what you believe in and become a Herefordshire councillor, visit 

www.herefordshire.gov.uk/beacouncillor 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Aymestrey Matters 
Mortimer’s Cross Deliveries 

We are looking for someone to deliver 23 copies of Aymestrey Matters to  

Mortimer’s Cross residents 4 times a year 

If you can help please ring Marion 709398 

Thank you to Peter Smith who has carried out these deliveries so reliably over the past few years. 

Best wishes for a trouble free house move 
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DEFIBRILLATOR - Latest News 

The defibrillator is now installed at Aymestrey Village Hall and is registered with the 

ambulance service. 

IF YOU NEED TO USE IT, CALL 999 AND TELL THEM THE NUMBER ON THE 

FRONT OF THE BOX AS THEY USE THIS TO HELP LOCATE YOU. 

he defibrillator talks you through the whole 

procedure.  Eileen Williams is organising 

training and will advertise it as soon as it is 

arranged 

The provision of this defibrillator for the Parish 

would not have happened if it had not been for 

the generosity of both Malcolm Taylor and Chris 

Knight of Upper Lye.  They both chose, through 

their own bereavements, to donate money and 

fundraise for this defibrillator. 

Dan Williams, aged 8, has raised £1655 himself 

to buy a defibrillator for Upper Lye.  Dan has 

done this memory of his grandad, Bryan Williams who for many years was lengthsman for 

the parish.  The Upper Lye defibrillator and cabinet are here and waiting for the electrician to 

come and install it.  This one will be on the wall of Upper Lye Farm, once again thanks to the 

generosity of Malcolm Taylor.  This is situated at the top of Lye Pole bank just below the red 

phone box.  If you come through Lower Lye and turn left for Upper Lye look right at the 

junction at the top of the road – Upper Lye end and you will see the defibrillator on the left. 

 Dan has chosen to continue fundraising to buy another defibrillator for Lower Lye.  This is 

an amazing achievement for such a young lad, and congratulations and thanks go to Dan.  

hank you too to Eileen Williams who has organised the purchasing and installation of the 

defibrillators. 

If you are ever in need of a defibrillator anywhere in the country, go online and look at the 

Heartsafe website.  They list locations of defibrillators and will show the location of one 

nearest to you. 

 

T 

T 

Books for Sale 

Two small local books are OUT NOW! And available for sale 

Walks of Aymestrey Parish 

and 

The book of the research for WW1 

to buy both at £5 contact Ken Holland 770367 



 

6 

Aymestrey and Leinthall 

Earls Churches 

 

 

Thankfully the longer days are here and 

there is extended light again. The word 

Lent comes from the word lengthen and 

these 40 days that we are in the midst of, 

are a time of bringing the light of Christ 

into our lives and spring cleaning the deep 

recesses of our lives. The churches in our 

group are there to offer help to those on 

their pilgrimages of life and you will 

always be welcome. 

s Easter approaches  we once again 

gather at Aymestrey Church on Palm 

Sunday with one of Andrew Cross’s 

donkeys leading the procession (sadly the 

other one died this year). 

 On Good Friday at 10 am, we walk with 

the cross up a little way behind Leinthall 

Church in what has become a very special 

time  to walk and think and pray. The 

hymn “The Old Rugged Cross” is sung at 

various stopping points up the hill and then 

there are hot cross buns and warm drinks 

back in the church after leaving a symbolic 

Cross at the top of the field. Easter Sunday 

includes the usual Easter Egg hunt after 

the service at Aymestrey. It is the time of 

year when we give thanks for Jesus’s 

faithfulness to what is right and good, his 

standing up for us all against the crowds 

that seek to follow the latest trend and 

carrying the sins of the world to the cross 

on Good Friday. There was no other 

good enough to pay the price of sin. He 

only could unlock the gate of heaven 

and let us in. Everyone, including his 

nearest and dearest thought it was the end 

when he died on the cross, but something 

amazing happened, and on the third day he 

was found raised from the dead. There is 

always hope. 

he Easter season lasts for 40 days and 

we often cut short these celebrations! 

On the first Sunday of Easter on the 28
th
 

we are invited (as you will see elsewhere 

in the magazine) to share Tulips and Teas 

in the grounds of Gatley Park in aid of the 

local churches. Please come and join us on 

that occasion and thank you to Domenica 

and Philip Dunne for inviting us. Later on 

in June, they are opening their gardens to 

the benefit of St Michael’s Hospice and 

Aymestrey and Leinthall Churches. Let’s 

hope that the weather blesses us on these 

dates.  

As the annual meetings of our church 

councils meet in April, I would like to 

thank all who work for the benefit of our 

local churches, especially to the 

churchwardens Meg Thorpe and Stuart 

Hutchings and their supportive families, as 

they hold responsibility and look to the 

outreach of the church alongside myself in 

this generation. A team of us go into 

Wigmore School and bring Open the Book 

(a dramatic presentation of Bible stories 

with accompanying thoughts and prayers).  

he faithful bring prayers for our 

communities and world regularly and 

I am grateful to those who share in this 

work with me. Do help if you can and I 

look forward to another year as your priest 

in this place. 

With every blessing 

  Rev.Julie Read

A 

T 

T 
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PALM SUNDAY 
St John the Baptist and St Alkmund 

Aymestrey 
14th April at 10.30am 

Gather in the churchyard to join the 
procession around the churchyard and 

into the church behind the Donkey 

GOOD FRIDAY 

St Andrew, Leinthall Earls 

19th April 10.30am 

‘Walk with the Cross’ 

Followed by hot chocolate and hot cross buns 

EASTER DAY 

Holy Communion (BCP) at Aymestrey at 11am 

 

Holy Communion (CW) Leinthall Earls at 3.30pm 

 

DECORATE THE CHURCH 

Saturday 20
th

 April at 10am 

Come and help decorate Aymestrey Church for Easter 

All contributions of daffodils (if there are any left after the early spring) 

 and other spring flowers gratefully received 



 

QUIZ PAGE 

Famous Roberts or Bobs  

 

1. This American theoretical physicist had a leading 

role in the creation of the first Atomic bomb.  

2. This Scottish novelist has many well known works 
including, Kidnapped, and The Master of Bal-
lantrae. 

3. Born Robert Allen Zimmerman in May 1941. 
What is he better known as? 

4. Controversial Ex-President of Zimbabwe.  

5. Widely regarded as the national poet of Scotland 
and in 2009 was voted as the greatest Scot in a 
public vote. 

6. Star of over 100 films, he won an Oscar for his portrayal of 
Jake LaMotta in the film Raging Bull. 

  7.  Star of the films, Natural Born Killers, and  Chaplin. 

8.  The leading actor in the Twilight series of films. 

9.  Lead singer of the rock band Led Zeppelin. 

10. English footballer regarded as one of the best ever midfield-
ers and part of the World Cup winning team of 1966. 

1. High Class Thoroughfare 

2. Money Making Royalty 

3. Mother’s Local 

4. Sports for princes 

5. Arrange Marriage Partners 

Can you name these sweets?  

*****************************************************************

6. Edible Fasteners 

7. Talk Quietly 

8. Noisy Insects 

9. Lots of Parties 

10. Ten cent Pub 

Answers on page 26 

8 
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What is your idea of perfect happiness? 
A summer's day touring the Marches back roads, 

with Isobel, in the 1931 MG car we bought in 1970, 

taking in a church or two, or a fine garden; 

followed by an early evening pint sitting by a river.  
But only after the potholes are filled.  

 

What book are you reading at the moment? 
'The King's Curse' by Philippa Gregory - the 

turmoil of Henry VIII's reign.  I enjoy historical 

novels, not because they are necessarily accurate, 
but because they make one think about what was 

happening to the people behind the history. 

 

What is your greatest extravagance? 
Oh dear.  I have another 1930s MG prepared for 

racing.  It is noisy, uncomfortable and has no other 

purpose. 
 

If your house burnt down what one item would 

you save? 
Assuming Isobel was safe I would go back in and 

get the shoebox with the printed photos.  Note to 

self: get them digitized. 

 

What do you most value in your friends? 

Integrity, which I see as a set of values affecting all 

aspects of life.  Highly valued, easy to lose. 
 

Where in the world did you most enjoy visiting? 

As a family we went to California many years ago: 

everything was a new experience for all four of us 
and it was our last holiday together before they 

flew the coop.  Do I want to go back?  No - it was a 

great time, but going back is never the same. 
 

Where would you like to travel to next? 

Istanbul tops the list: east meets west, the Blue 
Mosque etc., but not until the political situation 

improves. 

 

 

Ian Goddard is our Parish Council chairman 

and is 45 years married to Isobel. They have 

two children Eleanor and Charles and three 

granddaughters.  He is a retired lawyer- 

Birmingham Bar followed by industry roles. 

Originally from Warwickshire, moved from 

Scotland to Yatton in 2013 on retirement. 

Interests: vintage cars, sailing and of course 

the Parish Council. 

 
 

 

 

What do you like most about where you live?  

Tranquility.  Natural beauty.  

 

If you could change one thing about yourself, 

what would it be? 

Me? judgmental?  Don't be ridiculous! 

 

What advice would you give a school leaver? 

Take control and do what you want to do, not what 

others think you should do.  Don't drift, have aims, 
however big or small, and work towards them. 

Also, see 'integrity' above. 

 

Which living person do you most admire? 

It has to be David Attenborough.  Blessed with 

long life and hugely respected, making use of both, 

he is one man changing the world. 
 

What is your favourite film? 

Casablanca.  Maybe not a great film, but I love it.  
Some great one-liners, not least Rick's comment on 

meeting Ilsa on the day the Germans entered Paris 

in 1940: 'They wore grey, you were in blue.  I 

remember every detail.' 
 

Which words or phrases do you most overuse? 

'I'm a lawyer.  I'm here to help'. 
 

How would you like to die? 

Still mobile and compos mentis, then quickly, but 
with just enough time to say goodbye.  And before 

Isobel - very selfish, but after 50 odd years 

together.... 

 

What is your motto? 

'In loco desipiamus'.  It's a line from the school 

song meaning 'We will be idle when it is meet to be 
so'.  Perfect.  Did I mention that I can be quite 

pompous? 
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 EVENTS AT GATLEY 
 
 

Tulips & Teas  

Sunday 28th April 2019 at Gatley Park, Leinthall Earls      

 By Kind invitation of Mr and Mrs Philip Dunne 

Thousands of tulips have been planted in the grounds of Gatley Park, a 
dramatically-located garden which is rarely open to the public, to provide a 
spectacular display of spring flowers. 

From 1pm to 5pm. Entrance £6 at the door.   Satnav HR6 9TR then follow signs. 
Parking & teas available.  Most areas wheelchair accessible; assistance dogs 
only. Proceeds for churches in Leinthall Earls and Aymestrey. 
 

------------------------------------------------------ 
  
 

Garden Open Days 

Saturday 22nd June and Sunday 23rd June 
2019 at Gatley Park, Leinthall Earls  
From 1pm to 5pm. Entrance: in advance £5 (under-16s free), at 
the door £7; please contact st-michaels-hospice.org.uk or ring 
01432-851000.  Satnav HR6 9TU then follow signs.  Afternoon 
teas and parking.  Most areas wheelchair accessible; assistance  

         dogs only. 

Proceeds to be split between St Michael’s Hospice and the two churches in Aymestrey parish. 
  

................................................................................. 
 

 
 

The Neighbourhood Development Plan 

The NDP has now passed the External Examination Stage and has been approved by the 

Parish Council.  It is now up to Herefordshire Council to organize the referendum where 

the Parish Hall will be used as a polling station and everyone will have the opportunity to 

vote either for or against -      So Please Turn out and Vote. 

 As yet there is no date, as the local elections on the 2
nd

 May have delayed all NDP 

referendums until after that date. It is hoped that fliers will go out to all households 

advertising the referendum when the date is known.   
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Indoor Carpet Bowls League 

Social Evening 

n Saturday 2
nd

 March the North 

Herefordshire Indoor Carpet Bowls 

League held their annual Social Evening 

hosted by Aymestrey Bowling Club at 

Aymestrey Parish Hall. The evening was 

attended by over 70 people and  included a 

Magician Show, Dinner and Casino 

Entertainment.  

The event organisers would like to thank 

all the Bowlers for their support on the 

night, including all those who provided 

assistance with food preparation, waitress 

service, door greeting and essential kitchen 

duties provided by Alan Johnston, Steph 

Dunn and Debbie Brown. Thanks also to 

the Professional Croupier Team who gave 

up their time to run the Casino tables: Ian 

Banks, Kirsten and Julian Dawes, Alan 

Watkins, Ken Holland and Steven Price; to 

the Barman Extraordinaire, Kieran Dunn; 

and to all those who provided generous 

donations for raffle prizes, including the 

proprietors of the Riverside Inn, 

Aymestrey, Mortimers Cross Inn and The 

Grape Vaults, Leominster, which all went 

towards very successful raffles.  

est Midlands Air Ambulance, the 

chosen charity, will be receiving a 

donation of £611.50 from monies raised on 

the night.  

Congratulations to Aymestrey Bowlers for 

providing a very successful evening of 

entertainment.  If this should this be the 

last organised Social Night, the Aymestrey 

Bowlers’ efforts were very successful. 

f you would like to come along and 

play, the Aymestrey Bowlers meet on a 

Monday evening from 7.30pm, at 

Aymestrey Parish Hall.  £2.50 to play, 

with refreshments and chat guaranteed; all 

are welcome. 

Dave (Kiwi) Dunn  

 

 

 

(Somebody must have done the organising!) 

 Thank you Captain Kiwi 

O 

W 

I 
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Dan Hurcomb 
Dianne Partiss 

Ruth Scamp 

 

A Massive Thank You 

Proceedings at the Village Hall AGM in January were a little different to normal as the 

committee said goodbye to a number of individuals who between them have racked up decades 

of service and are largely responsible for the Hall still being the open and welcoming place it is 

today.   

A few words cannot do justice to the contributions each of them has made but I can say with 

confidence that between them they encapsulated the meaning of stalwart, setting the bar 

incredibly high with their dedication, enthusiasm and willingness to pitch in when few others 

would.  To say the Village Hall Committee will miss their input is an understatement but I’m 

sure everyone will agree that they have earned the right to take a step back and enjoy the fruits 

of their labours from the other side.  Our thanks go to: 

Helen and Malcolm Roberts, Ken Holland and Ruth Scamp 

We have some very keen and conscientious new Committee Officers: 

Chairman:  Dan Hurcomb, Secretary:  Dianne Partiss, Treasurer: Catherine Swaine, 

Booking Secretary:  Ruth Scamp (you can’t keep a good gal down!) 

............................................................................................................................................................ 

Could You Help?  
Aymestrey Village Hall doesn’t run itself; we rely on a team of dedicated volunteers who give 

up their time to do a whole host of different things from fundraising to cleaning and everything 

in between.  If you or anyone you know could spare an hour or two every so often to help out 

then please get in touch and join our list of volunteers.  
............................................................................................................................. ..................................... 

Aymestrey Parish – Open Gardens 2019 

Saturday and Sunday 15
th
 and 16

th
 June 

Would you be interested in opening your garden to raise funds for the Parish Hall?  

Whether your garden is big or small, if you think it has quality, 

character and interest, why not share your love of it for just a 

weekend.  This is a unique opportunity for anyone who 

enjoys visiting gardens to explore the hidden secrets of our 

parish gardens.  We are planning to have a plant stall and 

various other stalls in the Parish Hall, where tea and 

homemade cakes will be on sale.  If you would like to open 

your garden or would like to enquire if your garden would be 

good for people to visit please contact Dianne tel 01568 771911 or   

  email diannepartis@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:diannepartis@gmail.com
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Aymestrey Parish Hall Fun Quiz 

The monthly Fun Quiz at the Hall has been well attended through the 

winter months with rival teams competing for the highest number of 

points as winners of the £20 cash prize and the sought after Smarties 

prize for those not scoring quite so high. Since September the Hall 

funds have been boosted by over £500 and thanks to everyone who 

comes along and supports the upkeep of the Hall in this way.   

If you fancy making up a team for the next Quiz on Friday 12
th

 April 

you will be warmly welcomed. Starting at 8pm teams of four cost £8. 

There will be eight rounds of ten questions with a break for tea/coffee 

at the halfway point (bring along your own refreshments if preferred). Come and take on Joint 

Forces, The No Hopers, The Bouviers, Rat Catchers and A Stars.  

.......................................................................................................................................... 

Future Events 

Figure Fitness: Every Wednesday Evening from 6-30.p.m. to 7-30.p.m. A new class of exercise to 

music which caters for all needs and abilities. This has become a very popular class with the 

enthusiasm of instructor Ann Bliss to encourage you along.  Ann’s night changes from the last 

Wednesday in the month to Tuesday because the Parish Council meet on the last Wednesday each 

month. 

Pilates: Yet another very popular form of keep fit.  It has been so popular that Barbara Kay now runs 

two classes every Thursday morning. The first one from 9.30am to 10.30am and the next class from 

10.45am to 11.45am. (If you wish to try any of these classes then please just turn up to either class, 

introduce yourself and you will be made very welcome). 

Sequence Dancing: One of our most successful and popular nights.  Mike Evans who has been at 

the helm for over 15years has decided to retire, but do not despair, Mike has handed over control of 

the very well attended Sequence Dancing Night to Keith and Jan who have been with Mike all of 

those 15 years. We wish Mike a well-earned retirement. 

Soup and Pudding Night:   This event was mentioned in the last issue of Aymestrey Matters and 

will now be held in the autumn on Friday 4
th

 October 2019 with music provided by ‘PLUG’ our local 

ukulele band.  Full details will be available nearer the time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 AYMESTREY PARISH HALL 

Provides excellent facilities for all your events 

Children’s Parties, Birthdays, Anniversaries 
Wedding Receptions, Meetings etc. 

A large welcoming main hall with stage.  Can comfortably sit over 100 people at tables 

A superb, well equipped kitchen with large cooker, two sinks, dishwasher, refrigerators 
Ample preparation space and serving hatch 

Separate meeting room 
Free Wi-Fi available 

Very reasonable rates – Tel 01568 709031 
 

The next Parish Hall Committee meeting will be on Friday 5
th

 April. 

This will be preceded by a Fete Planning meeting from 7.00pm 
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                            Thoughts from a Gardener 

 
                                      

Brickyard 
 

apperley is a suburb east of 

Nottingham. It is the highest place 

in the conurbation, a great mural of red 

clay, (keeper marl). It was described in the 

mid 18
th
 Century as  “waste” a lawless 

place where industrious thieves stole clay 

and set up small temporary kilns to make 

bricks. All of the roads from Nottingham 

to Mapperley have steep gradients, 

impassable at that time to horse traffic in 

wet conditions. Serious quarrying began in 

the 19
th
 Century  but was still a seasonal 

industry until the roads improved. 

These deep and 

extensive quarries 

became my frequent 

haunt from the age of 8 

to 15 and inspired me 

to read and learn about 

the nature surrounding 

me there. To recall my 

childhood is almost 

synonymous with the  

brickyard, it was at 

least as important as 

my formal schooling 

and more enjoyable.  

Many of the local 

children regularly 

trespassed there.  

 vividly remember ambling along the 

pavement nonchalantly checking that no 

authoritive looking adults were watching, 

before ducking through the hole in the 

fence and that immediate sense of being 

master of my own destiny for a while.  

Senses heightened to the scents of herbage, 

the sounds of the insect life and birds.  

There were steep sunny banks where  

birds foot trefoil grew in tight clumps with 

fruity scented red and yellow flowers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There were precipitous banks and all 

manner of risks to be taken. Most of the 

lower ground had sallow, a delight of 

pussy willow in the spring. 

ne life lesson I learned quickly was 

that people on higher ground can and 

frequently do, throw stones at those on 

lower ground. There’s nothing personal  

about their actions, the moral is don’t 

become a victim, stay out of range. 

I paddled in tepid shallow pools looking 

for newts, smooth newts and crested and  

 

 

watched caddis larva creep across the mud, 

their protective cases made of grit particles 

from the clay. Grass snakes lived in this 

marshy area of soft rush and rumour had it 

that a Gypsy visited each spring to catch 

snakes to sell to the local pet shops. 

The south facing red cliffs here rose above 

a mass of rose bay willow herb, wafting in 

the thermals rising from the clay pan of the 

pit on sunny days. 

 

 

 

 

M 

I 
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his part of the quarry was dominated 

by the huge circular Hoffman kiln 

with its central chimney belching out black 

smoke whenever the fire was being raked 

over. It sat 100 ft up on the original level, 

an ominous reminder of the grown up 

world of hard graft. 

In another section of the quarry the big 

pond attracted toads to spawn in a deep 

dank corner trailing spawn of the rush 

leaves that had cascaded into the water. 

Unattached males looking for scarcer 

females would readily clasp onto my hand 

in the water. The frogs preferred the 

warmer shallow area on the far side of the 

pond, where in early spring blackbirds 

sang in the hawthorns, amplified by the 

natural amphitheatre. 

This wilderness could again be described 

as “waste”, slightly lawless, where feral 

kids could enjoy a break from the 

mundane. 

 

 

 

 

I remember leading my siblings along a 

perilous track between the clay cliff and a 

scree of loose clay with a thicket of 

brambles and nettles below us when we 

disturbed a sleeping fox which startlingly 

sprang 10ft up the cliff. 

The firework season was short but 

exciting; there was the ritual of shiftily 

selecting bangers, jumping jacks and 

Bengal matches, the disapproving stern 

looks from the newsagent as he gladly 

took my money. Then quickly around the 

corner to the aforementioned hole in the 

fence. 

t this point I feel compelled to 

mention that my long suffering 

parents frequently banned me from playing 

in the brickyard. But I am glad that they 

were rather lax. In many ways the 

experience was the making of me. 

Most of the brickyard was built on in the 

mid 1960’s; I’m not inclined to revisit. 

                                            Jim Logan

.................................................................................................  

Parish Tidy Up 

A Spring Clean for the Parish as part of the ‘Great Britain 

Spring Clean’.  

This year the Parish Council has organised a Parish Tidy 

Up for Sunday 14
th

 April. 

 The plan is to meet at the Parish Hall at 12noon for 

tea/coffee and hot cross buns where you can collect your 

litter picking kits and then go off and litter pick, returning 

back to the hall for soup and a roll – all rubbish collected 

can be piled in the Hall car park and will be taken away by 

Herefordshire Council. 

 So wherever you are in the parish you can litter pick your 

patch and bring it to the hall. 

 

T 
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          20th July 2019 
     Proposed Produce Competition Schedule 

 

It’s time to start planning for the village fete. Here are some suggestions for categories if 
you’d like to add more please let Dianne know diannepartis@gmail.com  

Rules 
1. Horticultural Exhibits – Must be the property of the Exhibitor, and grown on his or her land. 
2. Craft – All Exhibits must be the work of the Exhibitor. All items previously entered will not 

be eligible.  
3. Entrance fee – Adults 20p per exhibit, entries by under 16 year olds are free. Under 16 year 

olds can enter any of the adult classes at no charge 
4. All exhibits to be staged on the day of the show 20th July 2019 between 10am and 11.30am.  
5. Judging will start at midday. The marquee will be reopened for viewing at 1pm. 
6. The judges’ decision is final 
7. No exhibit may be removed before 4pm. Items not collected by 5pm will be disposed of. 

Classes Classes 

Vegetables & Fruit Craft 

1. 3 white or 3 red potatoes (washed) on 
a plate 

17. A handmade item, any material (not items 
in 18.) 
 

2. 2 courgettes on a plate 18. An item of knitting or crochet 

3. 3 runner beans on a plate 19. A photograph of a local scene 

4. 3 onions on a plate 20. A photograph in black and white 

5. 3 beetroot with 3 inch tops on a plate 21. An original painting or drawing 

6. A selection of soft fruits (Maximum 3 
types) on a plate 

Cookery 
 

Flowers 22. A Carrot Cake any recipe 

7. A single rose in a vase 23. A loaf of bread 

8. Vase of perennials, mixed varieties, 
maximum of 5 stems 

Junior Section – under 16’s 
 

9. Vase of 5 sweet peas (any colour) 6 Years and under 

10. Vase of 3 dahlias (any variety) 24. An animal made from fruit and or 
vegetables 

11. A hand tied bunch of fresh herbs (in 
water) 

25. A decorated paper plate 

12. The best cut flower in my garden (in a 
vase) 

7-10 Year olds 

Preserves 26. An egg head 

        13. A fruit or flower cordial 27. A miniature garden 

14. A jar of savoury preserve 11-16 Year olds 

        15. A jar of sweet preserve 28. A jug of garden flowers 

16. A homemade fruit or alcoholic beverage 
(2017-2019 vintage) 

29. Any other suggestion? 

 Cookery for under 16’s 
 

 30. 5 hand decorated cupcakes on a plate.  
Recipe will be provided with final schedule. 

 

mailto:diannepartis@gmail.com
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Mystery Plant Competition  

You will have seen a brown paper envelope stapled to your copy 

of Aymestrey Matters and the more observant amongst you may 

have noticed that there are seeds inside. These seeds are your 

ticket to win one of the most hotly contested competitions of the year (well as far as plant growing 

competitions within Aymestrey go). Simply follow the planting instructions below and bring the 

result along to this year’s fete to be in with a chance of winning the mystery prize.  

Instructions:  

1. Take the two seeds out of the envelope and prepare a pot for planting.  

2. Plant the seeds together at a depth of 1.5cm in recently watered compost.   

3. Keep the compost moist.  

4. Gradually accustom the plants to outside conditions (avoiding frosts).  

Dan Hurcomb 

................................................................................................................................ 
Hereford Times Food & Drink Awards 2018 

Congratulations 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elliot Foote and Andy Link from The Riverside Inn collect the Food and Drink Business of the Year 

Award from Darren Sockett of The Buttermarket.  Earlier in the evening they picked up the Best 

Restaurant/Dining Pub award from Hereford Mayor, Councillor, Sue Boulter 
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Parish Council 
 

 

Chairman Ian Goddard reflects on 

Parish Council activity 

 

Aymestrey Gates 

hile some have questioned the 

time it has taken to get the gates 

installed and others whether they 

would have any effect, the gates are in 

position at last and anecdotally, they 

do seem to cause drivers to brake on 

entering the 30 limit, whereas before 

putting them up any braking was 

generally done further into the village.  

Also, and something I at least had not 

reckoned, the presence of the gates 

seems to reduce the instances of cars 

overtaking before the end of the 30 

limit in both directions.  The signage 

shows up clearly at night. 

We do express our thanks to the West 

Mercia Police and Crime 

Commissioner and to Breedon 

Quarries who have funded this 

important traffic calming measure; and 

to the neighbouring landowners for 

their cooperation in the installation.. 

 

lsewhere in Aymestrey Matters 

Blanche Batters, Aymestrey's own 

Poet in Residence (appointment yet to 

be ratified) has commemorated the 

fitting of the gates in her inimicable 

style. 

 

Quarries and Waste 

Herefordshire has consulted on its 

minerals and waste strategies for the 

period until 2031.  This paper  

proposes an extension of the area and 

the period of the quarry licence at 

Leinthall Earls. To see the plan please 

go to the Herefordshire.gov website 

and search for Minerals and Waste 

Local Plan January 2019.  The Parish 

Council response is set out in the 

minutes of its February meeting. 

 

Fibre Broadband 

You may have been affected by the 

temporary traffic lights at Mortimer's 

Cross recently.  For once, the traffic 

management was welcome, for that is 

our fibre-optic cabling being set up.  I 

have long been enquiring about when 

Aymestrey might expect faster 

broadband, without any success.  

Suddenly it is all happening and it 

looks good! 

 

ublic money is being used to create 

a brand new fibre-optic network in 

Herefordshire and Gloucestershire to 

reach those parts of the counties for 

which the commercial operators are 

not providing. 

With Herefordshire Council 

sponsoring, Gigaclear is providing the 

network, which is totally separate from 

the BT/Openreach system.  BT is not 

providing fibre-optic to Aymestrey 

Parish.  Gigaclear is providing fibre-

optic all the way to the house. 

 

he junction box to provide for 

Aymestrey Parish should be in 

place in August and supply to houses 

ready in November.  Householders 

have to contact Gigaclear to arrange a 

connection. 

We are warned that there will be traffic 

disruption while cables are buried.  

Virtually all houses in the Parish will 

have access.  Upper Lye is in a 

separate connection area (Bicton) and 

Leinthall Earls will be supplied from 

Wigmore.  These connections will be 

made later. Please go to 

www.fastershire.com for more 

information, or visit www.gigaclear.net 

 

W 

E 

P 
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     Ode to the Village Gates    
                                     By 

 

 

                 Blanche Batters, whose poetic licence is due to be revoked 

  

 

                 

                                 In Xanadu did Kublai Khan 

                                 A stately Pleasure Dome create, 

                                 But opening here was still held up 

                                 Because he didn't have the gates; 

 

                                 And gardens hung in Babylon 

                                 Were quite the best there known to date 

                                 But they could not keep out the crowds 

               Because they didn't have the gates. 

               So Aymestrey ranked with proud and rare 

               When speed soon sealed our ugly fate: 

               To slow the cars and calm the fears  

               The village had to have some gates.                                   

 

               To lengthy talks and mobile calls 

               Our Council now applied its weight 

               They measured, pleaded, argued and talked 

               Till they had won the precious gates! 

 

                                Then blessed by noble Arm of Law 

                                And Masters of Aggregate, 

                               We finally watched with mounting awe 

                               The construction of the gates. 

 

                               They stand like celestial guardians 

                               Our safety they strive to create 

 So it’s thanks to all parties for working so hard 

                               To finally get us our GATES! 

 

                                                                                               BB 
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A Thought on Trees   
Could you find a home for a black poplar 

tree (or 2 or 3) 

ccording to the Forestry Commission 

the black poplar is the most endangered 

native timber tree in Britain. It has suffered 

severe declines and it is estimated that only 

8,000 now exist in the UK, with only 400 

being female. Many of our native black 

poplars are getting old and without a 

concerted effort to protect existing trees, to 

plant saplings and to restore habitats to 

enable natural reproduction, 

black poplars could soon 

become extinct in the UK.  

We have been offered some 

black poplar truncheons for 

our parish. These truncheons 

are basically large cuttings 

approximately 2m long with 

the bottom third going in the 

ground.  These truncheons are 

taken from trees which have 

been identified as on the 

Herefordshire list of true 

Native Black Poplars. (Ideally cuttings 

should be taken from local trees to preserve 

any local genetics). 

hey grow best in boggy conditions, 

alongside ditches or on floodplains - an 

old name for this species is ‘Water Poplar’. 

A wet place with a good depth of soil is 

ideal; a dry place will likely result in a failed 

tree. They are not a woodland species and 

will not tolerate shade or being overgrown 

by other trees. Initially they also need to be 

in an area fenced off from livestock 

Historically black poplar played a 

significant role in local communities and the 

wood was often used commercially as the 

tree is fast growing and has many desirable 

properties. 

It can be coppiced or pollarded to provide a 

crop of wood for bean sticks, thatching 

spars, scaffolding poles and fruit baskets.  

 

 

 

 

 

oung shoots (which do not split easily) 

were used in Victorian times as clothes 

pegs. The wood is relatively fire resistant 

and was often used for flooring when 

paraffin lamps were still in use.  

It is naturally springy and was used to make 

cart wheels, wagon bottoms and clogs. The 

branches of mature trees grow in a natural 

curve such that the timber could be used to 

make the arched 

supports of timber 

framed buildings.  

Later, it was 

discovered that the 

wood absorbed 

paraffin so it was 

used to make 

matches.  

The Black poplar 

tree is famously 

depicted in John 

Constable’s 

painting ‘The Hay 

Wain’. 

The tree is also valuable for wildlife and has 

over 100 specialist insects associated with it.  

Moth species include the hornet moth, wood 

leopard moth and poplar hawk moth. The 

catkins provide an early source of pollen and 

nectar for bees and the seeds are enjoyed by 

finches. The rare migrant butterflies the 

large tortoiseshell and the Camberwell 

beauty rely upon poplar and elm species for 

their food plants. A decline in both of these 

tree species has resulted in these butterflies 

becoming extinct in the UK. 

f you think you have a place for one or 

more black poplars please contact our 

Tree Warden :  Helen Hamilton Tel: 01568 

709155 

The truncheons are free and we will help 

you to plant them or plant them for you. 

There is no obligation to do anything more. 

 
                                  Tree Hugger 

A 

T 

Y 
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                  Planning Ahead for a Summer Holiday

 

re you planning a trip abroad this 

summer? If so, have you taken out travel 

insurance? 

If not here are the reasons why it is advisable.  

From the moment that you take out an 

insurance policy 

this will cover 

you if, for some 

reason , you 

have to cancel, 

whether it is 

months or days 

before your 

planned 

departure. 

All policies 

differ but the 

main cover is for 

medical emergency benefits, emergency 

medical transportation benefits and coverage 

for other unexpected expenses, like trip 

cancellation and lost or stolen luggage, money 

and passports. 

Therefore it is crucial that you arrange for 

your cover to start from the time you book 

your trip.  

It is important to choose a policy that suits 

you. You will be asked if you have any 

existing medical issues and it is imperative 

that you give them all the relevant 

information. 

 

You may have seen in the news recently, the 

story of an English woman who fell ill in 

Mexico with pneumonia and bronchiolitis and 

had to be put in an induced coma in hospital. 

 She had taken out insurance but had failed to 

disclose that she had been 

prescribed an inhaler, despite 

never using it. The family were 

devastated to be informed that 

the insurance company was only 

covering 10.25% of medical 

costs of £200,000. 

      If you travel more than once 

a year it may be more 

economical to take out an Annual 

insurance cover. 

It is worth shopping around and 

getting a few quotes to compare costs, but 

make sure you specify what you want. Bear in 

mind that if you are travelling further afield, 

the cost may be marginally more and also, if 

you are planning on doing any “dangerous 

sports” there will be an added cost. Most 

importantly make sure you know exactly what 

you are covered for and boring as it is, read 

the small print!  

 
                                                       M. H.

.................................................................................................................................................................................

 

 

A 

 

EDITORIAL ERROR! 
We at the editorial offices of Aymestrey Matters would like to 

apologise to Professor MINGLE, who we incorrectly identified as 

Professor Mengel in our previous edition. 

Professor Mingle was one of the star turns at the Aymestrey Talent 

Night with his informative lecture “Moving to Herefordshire”.  This 
error caused him great upset as he assures us he knows nothing about 

pea plants or worse.  

 After lying down in a darkened room he has forgiven us and says he 
would be happy to return to Aymestrey Parish Hall with his new 

lecture tour, “Surviving the Zombie Apocalypse with just a Wooden 

Spoon” 

WATCH THIS SPACE! 
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Notes from the Marsh  

 
10

th
 November 2018-10

th
 March 2019 

 

 

 

ack to November, a chilly, sunny day 

and an interesting squabble between 

two red kites  high, high up over our 

paddock pond.  They were crying and 

tumbling at each other, twisting and 

turning,  then something pale fell. (I will 

not speculate on what this was!)  One kite 

closed its wings and stooped; the other, 

after a few flaps, seemed to give up, and 

cruised away.  
    The same evening, 

there was a half-

moon, very bright, 

bleaching the stars.  

Then there was a 

vixen in the distance; 

not quite screeching, 

but still eerie  

hoarse, short 

screams.  If she was calling for a mate, no-

one answered, no short gruff  barks.  

Finally, peace; a cold wind blew and a 

brown owl called. 

his winter has seen just a breath of 

snow; blossom is early, the witch-

hazel was in golden bloom in late 

December and catkins already smothered 

all the hazels.  

Early sightings have included midges 

dancing in the sunshine on 4
th
 February, 

while a Small Tortoiseshell and a Red 

Admiral butterfly sunned themselves on 

the heather on 16
th
 Feb.  I picked a bunch 

of assorted daffodils this year on 4
th
 

March, but last year it wasn’t till 30
th
 

March.  

Other comparisons show how early spring 

has come; should we be shifting our 

calendar by a month?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Last year the frogspawn was in evidence 

on 13
th
  

March; this year we had lift-off on 25
th

 

February, with a few frogs splashing and  

croaking and eyeing me beadily as I 

investigated.   

The first queen bumble-bee bumped 

against the south window on 19
th
February; 

last year, I spotted the first one on 22
nd

 

March.  The skylarks have started their 

rise, soaring and singing higher and higher 

above the fields opposite.    There are 

already reports of swallows in some 

southern counties; I scan the skies every 

day!   The old, old question is whether we 

shall pay a price before the warmer 

weather comes, last March gave us two 

loads of snow, one around the 3
rd

 and one 

towards the end of the month.  In this 

island realm, anything is possible. 

eanwhile, through December and 

January, small flocks of fieldfares 

and redwings foraged in nearby fields and 

sat in the willows; a raven showed off with 

flips and croaks,  but they always start 

courting early.   The long-tails are stoking 

up with food; it takes them quite a time to 

build their lichen nest and weave it tight 

with cob webs.    If you like omens, then 

New Year’s Day saw a nice one, six 

magpies across the road.  

If memory serves me right, the old rhyme 

says ‘six for gold’. 

However, here we go at 4 pm on 10
th
 

March 2019 -darkness, small hail and 

sleet. 

Welcome to spring 2019, it can only get 

better! 

                             Susanna Checketts 
 

B 
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M 
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Charity Promise Auction 

Friday 5th April 7.30pm     -           Coronation Hall, Kingsland 

If you can join us, set up a table, make a promise or two or a donation we would be 

delighted and also to help spread the word to anyone else who you feel might be 

interested to lend their support or join a party of fundraisers at the event. 

 

The evening will include wine and cheese at £10.00 per ticket, available either from 

Kingsland Post Office. Details will shortly be online at:   

http://theteddytrust.wixsite.com/home / https://www.facebook.com/theteddytrust/ 

 

Last year the Teddy Trust sent 26,000 teddies to various war torn areas throughout the World. 

The demand and supply of teddies continues to expand. Funds are urgently needed to meet 

transport and export costs. All this, as you may know, is run by a small band of local 

volunteers led by Ellie Targett. We would be happy to supply further information and hope you 

can support this event. 

A friendly manner and a willingness to help others are all you need! 

We are looking to set up a Good Neighbour Scheme within the Parish to support the community.  In order to 

do this we need a group of volunteers who can provide assistance to residents who experience difficulty with 

some everyday tasks. 

The tasks are those which any good neighbour might do such as:  

 Fetching prescriptions 

 Occasional lifts to the doctors or hospital 

 Shopping and running errands, such as posting a letter 

 Practical tasks around the house such as hanging a picture or changing a light bulb 

 Help with forms or letters 

 Walking or feeding pets 

 Help with a computer 

 Occasional light gardening work 

 Calling for a chat 

We will also need people to act as co-ordinators, receiving calls from users of the Scheme and matching 

these requests with volunteers. 

If you would like to find out more or are interested in helping members of our community by becoming a 

volunteer please email goodneighbourscheme@aymestrey.org or phone Eleanor Waldron on 01584 831815. 

You can specify the kind of help you are prepared to give at the times that are convenient for you - do as 

much or as little as you like. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/theteddytrust/
mailto:goodneighbourscheme@aymestrey.org


24 

C o m i n g   S o o n  . . . . t o   a   t h e a t r e   near   you ! 

(Just a selection of the varied entertainment available in our area) 

       The Regal Tenbury Wells 

  OPERA BOYS – LIVE ON STAGE 

   Friday 12
th

 April 7.30pm 

Leading men from London’s West End combine in a powerhouse of vocal 

harmony to deliver a stunning blend of music, ranging from Opera to Pop, and 

everything in between.  Operatic arias and classical favourites from ‘Nessum 
Dorma’ to ‘Time to say Goodbye ‘are mixed with showstoppers from ‘Les 

Miserables’ and ‘Phantom of the Opera’ right through  to ‘Jersey Boys’. 

The show also features brand new classical arrangements of modern day pop 

hits; all performed in the opera Boys inimitable style. 

Box Office: 01584 811442        www.regaltenbury.co.uk 

R.................................................................................................................................................................................           

Hereford Courtyard Theatre 

Exhibition on Screen 

     REMBRANDT 

     Thursday April 18 - 7.45pm 

From the National Gallery, London and the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam. 

An event like no other.  Given exclusive, privileged access to both galleries, 

the film documents this landmark exhibition whilst interweaving Rembrandt’s 
life story.  The exhibition focuses on the highlights of Rembrandt’s final years, 

commonly thought to be his finest years.  The masterpieces he produced during 

this period could be called his defining works, with each piece so soulful and 
honest that they helped sculpt our idea of Rembrandt as a man and as artist 
 

Box Office: 01432 340555        www.courtyard.org.uk 

....................................................................................................................................... 

Malvern Theatre 
  Monday May 14 to  Saturday May 18 

   SHERLOCK HOLMES: THE SIGN OF FOUR 
  by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle  

Produced in association with New Theatre Royal Portsmouth 

 and South Hill Park Arts Centre. 

When Mary Morstan arrives at 221B, Baker Street to request help with the 

mystery of her missing father, Holmes takes the case and together with his 
companion Dr Watson enters a murky world of deception and trickery, 

unravelling a complex plot involving murder, corruption and stolen jewels. 

“When you have eliminated the impossible, whatever remains, however 
improbable, must be the truth” 

http://www.regaltenbury.co.uk/
http://www.courtyard.org.uk/
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Box Office: 01684 892277            www.malverntheatres.co.ukw 
show hosted by London’s National Gallery and Amsterdam’s Rijksmuseum Every Rembrandt landmark 
exhibition whilst interweaving Rembrandt’s life story with behind-the-scenes preparations at these world  



AYMESTREY’S ALL NEW CINEMA CLUB 

With the recent addition of the state of the art cinema system with new lighting and sound system 

 the Cinema Club is bigger and better than ever ! 

Come along and enjoy supper before the film at 7pm—£10  

or Film only 7.30pm  - £5 

“Bohemian Rhapsody” (12A) 

FRIDAY APRIL 19th 7pm 

“Favourite” (15) 

FRIDAY MAY  17th 7pm 

Come Along for the last two films of the season 

BACK IN SEPTEMBER!! 

25 
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Mortimer Medical Practice 
News from the Patients Participation Group 

 

New Representative for Kingsland 

Mrs Jean Barbour has been welcomed to her 

first meeting and the PPG looks forward to her 

participation as the Kingsland rep. 

Emailed Prescriptions 

Following an NHS Audit the Practice regrets 

it’s obliged to cease to accept emailed 

prescriptions from 1 April.  Instead, patients are 

being encouraged to use the Access System (details are available on the Practice 

Website) to order medication. To register please contact Alison Harries at Kingsland 

Surgery (tel:01568-708214). 

Chronic Disease Support 

Those patients, who are unfortunate enough to suffer chronic diseases, should benefit 

from Sister Kim Harries’s attention, who has extended her hours. Kim has been the 

Diabetes Nurse at the Practice for many years but her extra availability is now 

allowing her to take on a more extensive chronic disease role.  

Next Meeting 

This will be held in April.  If you have any points which need raising then or before 

please contact me, Brian Taylor, on 01568-780891 or ‘bwebbertaylor@gmail.com’ or 

Susan Burke, the Aymestrey rep on 01568-770693 or 

‘conceptgroup@btopenworld.com’ and we will be pleased to raise them. 

 

Brian Taylor 

 

.......................................................................................................................................... 

 

Answers to Quizzes on page 8 

 

FAMOUS ROBERTS 

1. Robert Oppenheimer 

2. Robert Louis Stephenson 

3. Bob Dylan 

4. Robert Mugabe 

5. Robert (Rabbie) Burns 

6. Robert De Niro 

7. Robert Downey Jr. 

8. Robert Pattison 

9. Robert Plant 

10. Robert (Bobby) Charlton 

SWEET NAMES 

1. Quality Street 

2. Mint Imperials 

3. Mars Bars 

4. Polos 

5. Matchmakers 

6. Chocolate Buttons 

7. Whispa 

8. Humbugs 

9. Celebrations 

10. Dime Bar 

tel:01568-


27 

PARISH PEOPLE 
Here are some details for people in the parish you might need to contact 

 

 
 

 

 
 

      

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                      
PARISH COUNCIL 

                Chair                                              Vice-chair                                       Clerk 

  Ian Goddard            Helen Hamilton      Maggie Brown 

     770251                  709155   clerk@aymestrey.org  

          Tel: 07398 222 310 

Members 

Annaly Goodwin 709212   -   John Probert 708484   

                                             Ian Banks 770816webadmin@aymestrey.org 

                                             Ken Holland 770367  -   Wendy Bowen 709088 

Special Responsibilities 

Lengthsman:  David Williams                 Tree Warden:  Helen Hamilton 

Neighbourhood Development Plan:  Ken Holland                 Footpaths:  Dave Dunn 770224 

           Mortimer Medical Practice Patient Representative:  Sue Burke conceptgroup@btopenworld.com 

 

 

 

Ward Councillor: 

Carole Gandy 01568780583 carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk 

 

VILLAGE HALL 

Bookings:    Ken Holland 770367   -   Ruth Scamp 709031 

Tickets:       Ken Holland, Ruth Scamp  -   Helen Roberts 770486 
 

CHURCH 

                    Churchwardens:    Stuart Hutchings 770536     Meg Thorpe 780384 

 

AYMESTREY MATTERS 
Editorial Team 

editor@aymestrey.org 

Marion Griffiths 709398  Mary Heale 709042 

Art and graphics Jonathan Heale © 

Aymestrey Website:   www.aymestrey.org 

mailto:editor@aymestrey.org
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DATES FOR DIARIES 2019 
When                                                                  What                                                  Where             

Mondays 7.30pm Carpet bowls VH 

Thursdays 8.00pm (excepting last 

Thursday of the month Sept to April) 

Sequence dancing VH 

Thursday 7.30pm (last Thursday of 

the month) from Sept to April 

Aymestrey Branch 

Herefordshire Wildlife Trust 

PH 

Wednesday 11am to to 12.15pm Hatha Yoga PH 

Thursdays 9.30am to 10.30am Pilates PH 

 
        A p r i l 

Friday 5th 7.00pm  Fete Meeting followed by Parish Hall 

Committee Meeting 

PH 

Sunday 7th 11am Holy Communion BCP Aymestrey 

Friday 12th 8pm Quiz Night (Last of the season) PH 

Sunday 14th 10.30am Benefice Palm Sunday Service – Meet in the 

church yard to process behind the Donkey 

Aymestrey 

Sunday 14th –12 mid-day Parish Clean-up Event Meet at PH 

Friday 19th 10.30am  GOOD FRIDAY “Walk with the Cross” 

Benefice Service followed by hot chocolate & 
hot cross buns 

Leinthall Earls 

Saturday 20th 10am Decorating the church for Easter – all welcome Aymestrey 

Sunday 21st 11am EASTER SUNDAY Holy Communion BCP  Aymestrey 

Sunday 21st 3.30pm EASTER SUNDAY Holy Communion CW Leinthall Earls 

Wednesday 24th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting PH 

Thursday 25th 7 for 7.30pm Wildlife Trust – “The Shropshire Hills Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty” Cath Landles 

PH 

Sunday 28th 1m to 5pm Tulips and Tea at Gatley Park Gatley Park 

 
M a y  

Sunday 5th 11am Holy Communion BCP Aymestrey 

Sunday 12th 10.30am Benefice Service for Christian Aid (No Service 

at Aymestrey) 

Kingsland 

Tuesday 14th 7.30pm Annual Parish Meeting with Presentation by PCSO 

Steph Harper on cyber safety training, covering 

telephone, computer and door to door scams 

PH 

Sunday 19th 3.30pm Evensong Leinthall Earls 

Wednesday 22nd 7.00pm - 7.30pm Annual Meeting of the Parish Council to be 

followed by a scheduled meeting of the Parish 

Council 

PH 

Sunday 26th 10.30am On Farm ROGATION SUNDAY benefice 

service 

TBA 

Wednesday 29th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting PH 

 
J u n e  

Sunday 2nd 11am Holy Communion BCP Aymestrey 

Sunday 9th 10.30am Benefice WHIT SUNDAY Service Eardisland 

Sat 15th and Sun16th 10am to 4 pm Aymestrey Parish OPEN GARDENS Aymestrey Parish 

Sunday 16th 3.30pm Holy Communion CW Leinthall Earls 

Sat 22nd and Sun 23rd 1pm to 5pm Gatley Park OPEN GARDEN  - (owners 

Domenica and Philip Dunne) 

Gatley Park 

Wednesday 26th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting PH 
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