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COMEDY NIGHT 
With 

‘Dandy’ 
Welcome back to 

 Black Country comedy and vocal 

husband and wife duo  
Friday 1st December 7.00pm 

Aymestrey Parish Hall 

Tickets - £12 

(Including supper) 

Bar          Raffle 

Tel: 01568 709031 or 770367 

770486 

“The funniest thing on four legs” 
 

 
HARVEST FESTIVAL 

St John the Baptist 
 & St Alkmund 

AYMESTREY 
Friday 5

th
 October 6.30pm 

Followed by 
Harvest Supper in Aymestrey Parish Hall 

(Tickets available from Meg Thorpe780384 or 

Margaret Probert 708484 ) 

PARISH 
NOTICE 
BOARD 

Aymestrey Am Drams 

present 

“Aymestrey’s got tAlent”  
     Saturday November 17

th
 at 7pm. 

An Evening of Music, Drama, Comedy, 
Ventriloquism, Sketches, etc.etc. 

A Showcase of Community Talent and an 

Evening of Fun! 

Come along and Cheer (or Heckle!!-gently) 

Tickets £10 (including a meal)                      

+ licensed bar 

contact 

Ken Holland (aka Simon Cowell) 01568 770367 

Marion Griffiths 01568 709398 

 

Contributions of articles for Aymestrey Matters (up to 500 words) are always welcome 

(Please include contact details with all contributions) 

Email: editor@aymestrey.org 

Tel: Marion 709398 or Mary 709042 

HARVEST FESTIVAL 
st Andrew’s 

LEINTHALL EARLS 
Sunday 16th September 3.30pm 

 

QUIZ NIGHTS 

start Friday 14
th

 

September 

8.00pm Prompt 

AUTUMN FAYRE 
Saturday 3rd November 

2.00pm 

Aymestrey Parish Hall 

Produce, Bric-a-brac, 
Children's Stall, Bottle Stall, 

Auction etc. 

Contributions gratefully received in 
the hall from 10am to midday 

Friday 2nd November 
 

For further information 
and/or to volunteer to help 

Tel: Gillian Hodges 770375 

Bronwyn Hutchings 
01568-770536 

In aid of Aymestrey & Leinthall 
Earls Churches 

 

Back to the Garden 
A Musical  

with  

‘The Village Quire’ 

Saturday October 13
th 

7.30pm 

Aymestrey Parish Hall 

Tickets £10 available from 

Meg Thorpe 01568 780384 

Ken Holland 01568 770 367 

 

 

mailto:editor@aymestrey.org
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Following the installation of the new cinema 

system and lighting and sound system in the 

Parish Hall we are launching the ALL NEW 

CINEMA CLUB which is now bigger and better 

than before with a star studded cast of 9 

speakers, an epic screen – bigger and better 

than anything ever seen in Aymestrey Parish 

Hall with a sound system to “blow your socks 

off”!!  (So bring a spare pair!) 

The date is Friday 21st September 7pm with dinner, then a movie.  Price £10 only inclusive 

of meal.  The film? -  Well that's a mystery - actually we haven't decided on it yet, but it will 

be one with a wide appeal and a bit quirky. 

 

So come along and walk the red carpet! 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Neighbourhood Development Plan 

The review which Herefordshire Council (Regulation 16) were doing has now 

closed, and as I write we are awaiting an update on this. If all has gone well we 

will look to appoint an External Examiner to carry out a final review.  Once the 

Examiner is finished with it, and there are no major alterations, it will come back 

to the parish for us all to vote on in a referendum. It is then complete, and will 

stand as part of the planning frame work for our parish until 2031. 

 

2
nd

 July 2018 

National Lottery ‘Awards for All’ 

“I'm delighted to tell you that your application has been successful. We’ve awarded your 

organisation a grant of £10,000 for the following activities: Cinema system/ PA system/ 
stage lighting”. 
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QUIZ 

A General Knowledge Quiz for you this time 

1.  In which ocean are the Maldives? 

2.  How many hearts does an octopus have? 

3.  What is the name of The Adams Family butler?  

4.  On which Mediterranean island is RAF Akrotiri? 

5.  The TV programme ‘The Durrells’ is set where? 

6.  What children’s programme did Keith Chegwin 

present in the 1970’s and 80’s? 

7.  What was the name of the TV series that shot David Cassidy to fame? 

8.  Michael Bond created which beloved fictional character? 

9.  Who is pictured on the new £10 note? 

10.  How many Bond films did Roger Moore star in? 

11.  Gosforth and Jesmond are affluent areas in which English city? 

12.  On which continent is the Atacama Desert? 

13.  Who played Gavin in ‘Gavin and Stacy’? 

14.  By what name was St Petersburg known between 1924 and 1991? 

15.  Which English group released the album ‘Beggar’s Banquet in 1968? 

16.  Goneril and Regan are characters in which Shakespeare play? 

17.  In which English county is the market town of Saffron Walden? 

18.  What colour is zero on a roulette wheel?  

  

19.  Historically, a gorget is a piece of armour made to protect which 

body part? 

20.  In which decade was Facebook boss, Mark Zuckerberg born? 

21.  What is the name of the layer at back of the eye that is sensitive to 

light? 

22.  The Festival of Divali is celebrated by members of which religion? 

23.  Gary Kasparov is a former world champion of which game? 

24.  La Guardia Airport is situated in which American city? 

  

Answers on page 21   
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Back to the Garden - A Musical with ‘The Village Quire’ 

Saturday October 13
th
 7.30pm 

Aymestrey Parish Hall 

Back to the Garden: A new musical story of life and hope in the trenches of war-torn France during 

the Great War, from the letters of Corporal William Bevan, soldier 
and gardener.  Beautiful, intensely moving and thought provoking.   

(Maggie Crompton).  In peace time, he occupied the position of 

Head Gardener at Kinsham Court near Presteigne in north 
Herefordshire.  Once at the front, Bevan corresponded with his 

employer, Sir John Stanhope Arkwright.  Bevan’s letters to Sir 

John are a wonderful blend of horticulture and heroism.  He 
comments on blooms and seedlings that Sir John has sent by post 

for his inspection, talks about the great plans he has for the new 

garden at Kinsham Court and then, almost in the same breath, tells of 

patrols in no man’s land: ‘... I was behind one hedge, then a cottage 
garden, and Fritz behind the other hedge ...’, and of how he is, 

‘slightly gassed’!  Bevan is no shrinking violet and would love to be 

decorated with the Military Cross, but his dearest wish is to return home to all he holds most dear. 

nterwoven with Bevan’s story are two other true accounts: that of Vincent Street, who fought and 

died on the Western Front, and that of William Anderton who, for reasons of conscience, would not 
fight at all. One war, three men, three such very different experiences.   Much was changed by The 

Great War, the old order of things being swept away during the course of those fateful four years.  

How can our hero ever hope to get back to the Garden?  

The Village Quire has a reputation for spine-tingling harmony singing with all the emotional clout, 

subtlety of expression and love of life that you get when voices are raised together in song.   Tickets 

£10 from Meg Thorpe 01568 780384 Ken Holland 01568 770 367  

I 

Following the success of the Murder Mystery Night, held at the hall earlier this year, 

those involved had so much fun and it was so well received, we have decided to put 
on a Variety Night – 

“Aymestrey’s Got Talent”!  
     Saturday November 17

th
 at 7pm. 

An Evening of Music, Drama, Comedy, Ventriloquism, Sketches, 

etc.etc. 

A Showcase of Community Talent and an Evening of Fun! 

Come along and Cheer (or Heckle!!-gently) 

 Tickets £10 (including a meal)                       There will be a licensed bar 

 Contact Ken Holland (aka Simon Cowell) - 01568 770367  

Marion Griffiths 01568 709398 

 For further details.   

If you would like to take part in “Aymestrey’s Got Talent”, either on 

stage or behind the scenes it’s not too late.  Contact Ken 770367 
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Aymestrey and 

Leinthall Earls Churches 

Rev. Julie Reade 
t has been a lovely Summer, one to 

remember, as the sun has graced us with 

its presence and lifted our spirits. The 

Fete at Aymestrey, as always, brought 

together the community and visitors and 

the summer services in our group of 

parishes has worked well, and a goodly 

crowd gathered in August at the beginning 

of the month, and at Leinthall for Lammas 

just recently. The reports from Hall Farm 

were that the corn crops were a good 

average, despite the long dry summer that 

we have had, mainly due to the heavier 

Herefordshire soil that retained what 

moisture there was. We continue to pray 

for the remainder of the crops that weather 

will allow the harvest to continue, and we 

will find out at our harvest festivals. This 

year it is the year of the Harvest Supper in 

the Parish Hall, tickets from Margaret or 

Meg so do come and join the celebrations. 

e have the bigwigs from the diocese 

in our group of parishes over the 

next couple of months. The Dean from the 

Cathedral along with the Cathedral Choir, 

are in Kingsland Church on Sunday 

September 30
th

 at 4.30pm. What a 

privilege to hear the cathedral choir in one 

of our churches. Come and enjoy!! Then 

the Bishop is coming on Tuesday 30
th

 

October at 7pm to Kingsland Church for a 

confirmation service.  

Have you been confirmed? It is a rite of 

passage by which you declare your 

Christian Faith, often confirming the 

statements of faith made on your behalf by 

your parents and God parents at your 

baptism when you were younger! You can 

be confirmed at any age, and some of the 

most moving services have been those 

who come in their latter years. I have a 

book to look at with conversation points: a 

cup of coffee (or other beverage) with your 

vicar will set you on the way to see if this 

is for you. Give me a ring if you are 

interested. (708255) 

We are delighted to welcome to baptism, a 

couple of the local babies this autumn, so 

watch out for more celebrations as we give 

thanks for new life and new faith.  Another 

opportunity to gather together will be at 

the Autumn Fayre on 3
rd

 November in the 

Village Hall.  

he World War 1 group has planned a 

whole series of events around 

Armistice Day this year as you will 

see from other places in the magazine. In 

the church there will be a service on 

Sunday 11
th
 November at 10.50am which 

will include prayers of dedication around 

the carefully restored and repaired Lych-

gate which was originally built to mark the 

1
st
 World War by public subscription. If 

you are a secret bell ringer, please let Meg 

know, as we plan to ring Aymestrey bells 

as part of the nationwide bell ringing to 

mark the end of the 1
st
 World War. 

The world continues to flourish, surprise 

and shock us, often all at the same time 

and we bring all this reality to God in 

prayer as we gather to worship in our 

churches week by week.  

ook forward to seeing you as we 

journey on. 

I 

W 
T 

L 
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WW1 Group 
Ken Holland 

Research: 

We still have a few more leads to follow up at the 

Herefordshire Archive and further afield. The research 

that we have on each man is now shown on the 

Aymestrey.org website under Groups. We are still 

looking for photos of the area around the turn of the 

century and any information that could be useful. 

Events: 
September: Plans have not been finalised as yet but keep your eye on the Notice Boards. 

October: Village Quire at the hall at 7.30 Saturday 13
th

 performing “Into the Garden” (see 

page 5) 

November:  Remembrance Day service at 10.45am followed by “Luncheon” in the Parish 

Hall at 12.30pm.  An evening event will follow (TBA) 

Other ideas discussed: 
Tree planting: so far we have had no luck finding a small orchard or a site to plant a Verdun 

oak so this idea is still in progress. 

At their last meeting The Parish Hall Committee agreed to plant a Christmas tree as a 

memorial. 

We are considering engraving a mirror with the names of all those who volunteered to go to 

war as a memorial to them.  We are also going to include the names of the local men who fell 

into the walking book which is planned, way-marking walks in their name. 

Street Poppies:  There will be a further 30 new street poppies put up this year so we will 

have nearly 100 in total. We may also ask for new wooden crosses for each man that would 

mean about 16.   If you would like to get involved then contact either Meg Thorpe or Ken 

Holland 

Bells Ring out nationally to mark the Anniversary of the 

end of the First World War 
 

When the bells rang out on the 11th November 1918 they 

announced the end of one of the most catastrophic wars the world 

had yet seen.  At the time, bells were at the heart of the community, 

marking events of great significance and communicating to people 

long before modern technology connected us.  Many of the nation’s 

bell ringers joined the war effort, and it is estimated that in total 

some 1,400 bell ringers lost their lives in the Great War and as part 

of the National act of Remembrance efforts have been made to 

recruit 1,400 new bell ringers and it is hoped that all the nations 

bells will be rung on Armistice Day in memory of those who died 

and to celebrate peace at the end of the First World War.  As part of 

this initiative, we intend to join in with the rest of the Nation by 

ringing the bells at Aymestrey on Armistice Day. 
 Meg Thorpe 
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What do you like most about where you live? 

When Milly and I first moved to Aymestrey we 

were welcomed into the community, and this has 
been ongoing to this day. It has typical old 

fashioned village life values. 

 

Where in the world have you most enjoy 

visiting? 

Beautiful Looe in Cornwall where I enjoyed deep 

sea and shark fishing. 
 

What do you most value in your friends? 

100% honesty and loyalty. 

 

If your house burnt down what one item would 

you save? 

All my precious photo albums, as I relive my 
memories as I look at each one. 

 

Do you have a favourite film? 
I have two favourite films; one is “Howard’s End” 

and the other is the remake of “The 39 Steps” with 

Robert Powell.  They are my favourites as I had a 

small acting part in each one. 

 

What book are you reading at the moment? 

Chris Evans’ autobiography, “Memoires of a 
Fruitcake. 

 

What was your most satisfying job? 
In 1964 we opened our very first Dog Grooming 

Parlour which later extended into a Pet Shop.  We 

had a lot of fun and I have a lot of happy 

memories to this day. 

 

What memories of your past life give you most 

satisfaction? 
At the age of 18 becoming a soldier.  Meeting my 

wife Milly, then later having 2 wonderful children, 

Susan our eldest girl, and Stephanie, born within 

12 months of each other. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What was the last good deed or act of kindness 

you’ve received? 

Having recently suffered poor health and losing 
my standard poodle Holly, I’ve had neighbours 

knocking on the door to ask if there is anything 

they can do for me. 
 

When in life have you felt most alone? 

After Milly, my wife passed away in 2009, and 

when my much loved dogs have had to be put to 
sleep through old age.  The long winter months 

can be lonely. 

 

What has been the hardest lesson you’ve 

learned? 

Being too trusting and making expensive mistakes 

What are you proudest of in your life? 

Coming from a background of poverty, the eldest 
of seven children, with a cruel, drunken father - to 

where I am today.  Sheer determination has got me 

where I am, here in Aymestrey. 

    
What is your motto? 

If you can’t do a good turn, don’t do a bad one. 
 

What piece of wisdom would you pass on to a 

child? 
Listen to advice passed on by elders and parents as 

they have often made those mistakes and don’t 

want you to do the same. 

Who has been the most important person in 

your life? 
My wife who was my partner and my friend for 57 

years.  In life there are many ups and downs but 

we overcame many obstacles which proved how 
strong our relationship was.  

Bill Ledbrook 

Bill and his wife, Milly 

originally from Birmingham, 

retired to Aymestrey about 18 

years ago.  Since Milly died in 

2009 Bill, now aged 86 has lived 

alone and has been overwhelmed by 

the kindness of people.   
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Pat’s Garden Centre 

 Pat Allport shares her thoughts on the plants in her garden and plans for the jobs that 

need doing at this time of year. 

utumn has a more relaxed beauty; the trees are 

beginning to turn lovely yellows and brown, dropping 

leaves and fruit, making work but looking very mellow. 

The garden still has some very pretty areas, several sedum 

are looking good, a lovely plant, great leaves with a variety 

of shades.  My favourite is S. Touchdown Tear.  Lots of 

glossy dark wine leaves.  It looks good with S. Alboroseum 

– Frosty Morn, variegated creamy white and greyish foliage 

and white flowers.  The bees and butterflies love them, and 

they look great all year round. 

Another beautiful autumn plant is Cyclamen Hederi-folium.  It runs wild underneath my holly 

trees, spilling over onto the gravel path in shades of pink and white.  The flowers appear 

before the leaves which are often ivy leaf shaped with silvery green patterns. 

n the sunny side of my garden I grow a lot of silver leaved plants mixed with pink and 

blue flowers.  The Eryngiums (thistle like, grey/blue heads) have enjoyed our good 

summer and still look great.  I was pleased to find several seedlings growing in the bed, so 

next year could be a lovely show.   

Michaelmas Daisies, Anemone Japonica, Helenium and Hydrangea Annabell are still 

bringing colour to my bit of Aymestrey hillside.  So while enjoying the view I have been 

collecting seeds from annuals Orlaya, Nigella (Love in the Mist), and Foxgloves.  Some I 

scattered around, but have also sown in some pots of gritty compost, under cover as 

insurance.  Let’s hope some make it. 

ow is a good time for taking cuttings of Pelargoniums and Fuchsias, replant containers 

with spring bulbs, and planting bulbs in the garden.  Lift Dahlias when the frost has 

blackened the leaves,  

Cut hedges - Rake up leaves.....................And I need to have a bonfire! 

 

A 

O 

N 

Open Gardens 2019? 

In 2016 we held Aymestrey’s first ‘Open Gardens’ event which was very successful. We 

are now putting out tentative feelers to see who amongst the parish would be prepared to 

open their gardens.  It would probably be a weekend in June or late May, 2019 and 

gardens would be open over Saturday and Sunday from 11am to 4pm roughly.  Last time 

we tried this we limited it to the village of Aymestrey but now it would be good to include 

the whole parish. We are asking now so that those involved will have time to prepare and 

plan their garden over the winter and spring so please don’t be shy; we had all sorts of 

gardens the last time.   
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Parish Council  

Chairman, Ian Goddard, reflects on Parish Council 

activity. 

There have been two Parish Council meetings since my 

last report.  On 4 July the Council considered Planning 

Applications at Land Adjacent to the Village Hall in 

Aymestrey, Hill Barn Farm Aymestrey and Court Farm 

House Leinthall Earls (technically the latter was an 

application for listed building consent).  Our scheduled meeting on 25 July considered, among 

other matters, planning applications at land at the rear of The Barns at The Farm in Aymestrey 

and land to the rear of Mortimers Cross Inn. 

At the meeting on 25 July two Councillors were co-opted onto the Council.  Wendy Bowen has 

served with the Council since July 2017.  She is a local businesswoman living in Mortimer's 

Cross.  She is keen to promote the development of business relevant to the area and the 

employment and other benefits which it would bring.  She is also concerned about the lack of 

affordable or lower cost housing in the area and the long-term effect on the future of the villages.  

New to the Council is Eleanor Waldron.  Eleanor lives at the Goggin.  She has recently retired 

from her business life in IT and brings to the Council her business experience together with her 

enthusiasm to get involved with Aymestrey Parish life. 

I welcome both Wendy and Eleanor to the Council and look forward to working with them. 

I also extend welcome to Steph Annette, who is the new Police Community Support Officer 

(PCSO) for Mortimer ward.  Steph has wide experience of community policing and I believe she 

will make an impact.  She will be holding a surgery in the village hall in the near future.  Steph is 

aware of the speeding issues in Aymestrey village and is able to undertake speed checks .... 

aymestrey.org website 

The website serves the Parish generally and has a section devoted to the Parish Council.  This 

section includes minutes of our meetings, our policies (e.g. data protection and privacy), finance 

details and more. 

Our decisions on planning matters can be read in the minutes of our meetings, which are 

published in the Parish Council section.  Details of local planning applications can be accessed 

via the website, with a link to the planning portal of Herefordshire Council. 

Far better than reading the minutes of course is to come to our meetings: the next scheduled 

meeting is on Wednesday 26 September at 7.30pm in the village hall. 

If you wish to contact the Parish Council, email clerk@aymestrey.org or telephone our Clerk Mrs 

Maggie Brown on 07398 222 310 – ring any time, leave a message if no reply.   

Update on Parish Plan 

The Parish Plan was completed in 2013.  It remains a principal guide to Parish Council 

deliberations as it is the best evidence available of the considered views of Parishioners.  At the 

annual meeting of the Parish on 27 May, Ken Holland presented a review of progress on the 

action points from that plan.  Of 80 action points, 22 have been completed and we would expect 

36 to be completed by the end of this calendar year, including some of the highway ones with our 

traffic calming plans, some of the tourism ones with better information and a new circular walk 

guide and some which are now wrapped up in the NDP. Given the aspirational nature of the 

Parish Plan, completing half of the actions is a pretty good record. 

 

mailto:clerk@aymestrey.org
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Phone box in Aymestrey 

One of the parish Plan initiatives was to keep the red telephone boxes in the Parish.  The Council 

has purchased the ones in Aymestrey and Leinthall Earls.  Current thinking is to move the 

Aymestrey one to the village hall car park and use it as a focal point for local information (walks, 

etc) and an exchange focal point (books and notice board).  The defibrillator will be mounted on 

the outer wall of the village hall rather than inside the phone box. 

498 Bus 

Another Parish Plan target was to keep and if possible improve the bus service to the Parish.  I am 

happy to report that the 498 service, which was under threat, has been contracted for a further 

five years by Herefordshire Council.  Even so, it does remain under review and the simple 

message is that if it is not used it will be removed even within that period.  I ask residents to 

consider if they could use the service as an alternative to car transport to help keep the service for 

those to whom it is essential. (Bus timetables page 21) 

Thanks 

Our appreciation is due to the owners 

of the field next to the footpath going 

up the hill behind the Riverside Inn.  

They have recognised that the barbed 

wire along the fencing, placed there by 

a previous owner, was a danger to 

walkers and have removed it.  Many 

thanks. 

At its July meeting the Parish Council 

also noted its thanks to David Dunn.  

David is our volunteer footpath officer 

and does a tremendous job keeping the 

Parish footpaths in good condition.  

We are very fortunate to have his service and goodwill.  Good as he is, even he cannot be 

everywhere, so if you have a concern about a footpath in the Parish, please contact him on 01568 

770224 

..................................................................................... 
 

 

 

 

Potholes and road defects can be reported 
direct to Balfour Beatty/Herefordshire 

Council online.  Simply go to 
https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/rep

ort-a-pothole and specify exactly 
where. 

 
 

https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-a-pothole
https://myaccount.herefordshire.gov.uk/report-a-pothole
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Ken Holland and Ruth Scamp 

 

Projects 

ver the summer the committee have not been idle.  When the new winter season opens 

you will see a few changes in the hall.  First and foremost, an all new freshly painted 

interior which was the hard work of Don Griffiths and Ruth and Joe Scamp; so a big thank 

you to them all for their hard work. The second project on our list was a new cinema system 

which, thanks to “Award for All” with their grant of £10,000, we have been able to install (it 

is in the process of being done as I write this). We have put in a much larger film screen, a 

new projector, fixed to the ceiling, a new sound system as well as a hearing loop and a new 

lighting system plus extra modular staging to enlarge the existing stage when needed.   

Next in our sights are new curtains and blinds to finish the interior make-over, and a porch on 

the front door. We are also investigating the best way to revamp the entire car park. 

o please come along to the many events scheduled to take place in your hall over the 

coming months, your support is greatly appreciated and if you have any ideas for any 

clubs/events or would like to use the hall for any activity please get in touch.  

Future Events 

    Quiz Night:  September 14th is the date for the first Quiz Night of the season.  8pm 

 prompt start.  Teams of up to 4 members, only £5.  There’s a cash prize for the winning team, 

 but  forget that – more importantly, there are the enviously desired Smarties to play for.   

 Quiz Nights:  October 12th, November 9th and Grand Christmas Quiz December 7th. 

 There is always a raffle. Tea and coffee are served, but and players are welcome to bring their 

 own refreshments. 

 Wildlife Trust:  Thursday 27th September 7.30pm to 9pm  

 AGM followed by talk:  Deer and their place in the Landscape.  A talk by Alan Reid 

  for the  Aymestrey Branch of the Wildlife Trust. 

         Cost £2 HWT members, £3 non-members.  No booking required.  

 Apple Pressing Day:   Saturday September 29th 10am to 3pm  

 Simon Abbiss will be back at Aymestrey Parish Hall with his mobile apple 

 press.  You are invited to come along with your apples, and he will be happy to 

 press them for you for a small fee.  It’s great fun for all age groups and you get 

 your own delicious apple juice.  Don’t forget to bring along your containers 

 for the juice.  Most people bring along the large plastic milk cartons which can 

 be stored in the freezer, and then simply pulled out and defrosted, and so long as 

 you use them within a few days, you will have delicious apple juice.  Any juice 

 left over from the pressing is usually turned into cider for next year’s Fete.  .  

 Even if you don’t have any apples you are welcome to come along and see what 

 is involved.  Simon is always happy to give advice on the day. 

 If the weather is good on the day there may be soup and rolls for lunch. 

O 

S 
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Friday 19th October 7.pm start 

 ‘Eddie Graham Entertains’ 
Eddie Graham is a very talented musician, singer and story 

teller.  He is originally from West Wales and now lives in 

Herefordshire. He also spent many years travelling the circuit 

with Warner Hotels.  His extensive repertoire spans most types 

of music and takes us on a journey down memory lane which 

I’m sure will encourage his audience to join in and sing-

along. Tickets £10 (including a platter type supper), available 

from Ruth Scamp 01568709031 Ken Holland 01568770367 

Helen Roberts 01568770486. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

There will be a Raffle + Bar.   Tickets £12. To include a Ploughman's Supper available from 

Ruth Scamp 01568709031 Ken Holland 01568770367 Helen Roberts 01568770486. 

 

Carpet Bowling 
Carpet Bowling goes from strength to strength and the Bowlers continue to meet throughout 

the year.  Dave Dunn (Kiwi) is the Captain and would be pleased to welcome any new 

members.  They are a friendly group and get together every Monday evening in the Parish 

Hall from 7pm.  The cost is only £2 per night and that includes a drink and a chat half way 

through the evening. 

Sequence Dancing 
Sequence Dancers will be carrying on throughout the year.  More than forty dancers attend 

Mike’s sessions every week.  They are a really friendly bunch of folks who are always ready 

to welcome anyone who would like to give this form of dancing and gentle exercise a try.  

Just turn up and introduce yourself or give Mike a ring for more information Tel: 01568 

708540. 

Friday 1
st
 December 7pm start 

 The return of ‘Dandy’  
The popular Black Country comedy duo. 

Husband and wife team Allan and Glynnis 

Briscoe have delighted audiences in the Midlands 

for many years.  Their unique brand of 

contemporary Black Country humour has made 

them a very popular act.  Their great strength lies 

in their original approach to comedy.   Using 

jokes, stories, observations and personal 

experience, they create a warm, happy 

atmosphere, adapting the act to suit the audience. 
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Thoughts from a Gardener’s Garden 
Jim Logan 

 

 

ow, in late August, the swifts have 

gone, slipped away quietly. 

They arrive in May with a fanfare of 

screaming aerobatics, I always hear them 

before I see them. They depart without fuss, 

embarking on eight months of endless flight 

before they return and confirm to us that 

spring has sprung again. 

At my feet in the herbage of an orchard, tiny 

creatures hop and crawl with the same 

instinctive determination as the swifts. 

Toadlets dispersing from their natal ponds, 

hardly bigger that the spiders that scurry 

about in the tussocks alongside them. 
 

 

 

 

he swifts will travel 

thousands of miles on their journey to 

warm African skies in pursuit of insect 

prey. 

These Toadlets are more modest in their 

achievements, but thousands of yards is 

quite an arduous task for the little mites. 

I suspect that they continue on their 

dispersal until they cease to bump into other 

Toadlets every few minutes and then settle 

to a home territory for three or four years. 

Then when the urge to break comes upon 

them, they will retrace their steps/hops 

under cover of darkness one damp April 

night. 

t will please me to think, during the cold 

winter months, of swifts soaring happily 

over Africa and Toadlets ensconced in the 

hibemacula beneath my feet. 

Indomitable life forces to be admired and 
respected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Don't talk to me about... Moths! Have you had a problem with moths recently? 

You are not alone. Earlier this year English Heritage released the results of a survey launched after experts 
saw numbers of common or webbing clothes moths double, and observed the appearance of the pale-backed 

clothes moth. The survey, which saw thousands of traps handed out at English Heritage  sites and received 

data from 42 counties, discovered an alarmingly high number of the new species, the pale backed clothes 

moth. Here are a few tactics to keep them at bay. There are 2400 species recorded  in the UK and  only four 
are known to damage clothes 

1. Deep clean all your wardrobes and chest of drawers 

2. Shake out wool clothes and other animal -fibre garments outdoors every few weeks to help 

dislodge larvae. Moths like dirty clothes so make sure all items are clean. 

3. Wash clothes containing animal fibres on highest possible temperature (always read labels first) 

4. For more delicate fabrics, such as silk, place items in plastic bags and leave in freezer for 12 hours 
or more. 

5. Use mothballs, although the scent is unpleasant to humans too and hard to remove. 

6. Use traps and change regularly. 

7. Vacuum regularly especially under beds and sofas and clean out and wash vacuum bag. M.H 
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                            Our Feathered Friends 

 am sure that many of you, like me, put 

out bird feeders and have a bird table 

and take great pleasure in watching the 

multitude of birds that flock to the nuts 

and seeds, especially in winter. 

However, we have a duty of care towards 

our feathered friends in keeping the 

feeders and feeding areas clean, in order to 

prevent disease. The whole point is to give 

them something nutritious and tasty to eat, 

and perhaps somewhere to bathe. 

If you don’t care for the bird table and 

containers properly, it can actually do 

more harm than good. 

Neglecting your bird table can be really 

harmful to the birds. This is because they 

can become unhygienic if dirt, bird 

droppings and waste food are left to 

collect. All of these can combine to make 

the table a hotbed of germs and bacteria. If 

birds are exposed to this kind of 

environment, they can fall seriously ill. 

 particular hazard comes in the form 

of bird droppings. These can 

transmit disease, especially when 

mixed with food. When the birds eat the 

contaminated food, the diseases spread.  

Another hazard comes in the form of left 

over food, or food that has dropped from a 

bird table to the ground. This can attract 

some unwanted visitors, such as rats. And 

these can bring their own unwanted 

diseases that are harmful to both birds and 

humans. 

he best time for a good clean is late 

summer. Many birds are absent from 

gardens when they move from their 

breeding areas to farmland, orchards and 

woodlands for instance, to feed on grain, 

berries and weed seed. They tend to return 

when we get the first 

autumn frosts. 

 

 

 

ispose of any food or seeds from the 

table, use a stiff brush to remove any 

debris or droppings from the table. 

Using a10% disinfectant solution use the 

brush to apply the disinfectant. Clean both 

outside and inside the table. Once cleaned, 

rinse the table thoroughly with clean 

water. Allow to dry, (overnight if it’s a 

wooden table) to prevent mould and 

mildew from forming. Treating the table 

with a water based preservative helps to 

protect them. 

Give the bird feeders a good clean out, 

using a bottle brush, immerse the feeders 

in a bucket of disinfectant for 30 minutes 

or so and if you have a dishwasher finish 

them off on a quick wash cycle. 

You should clean your feeder more often 

during times of warm or wet weather to 

keep it bacteria-free. Particular care should 

be taken with feeders that have trays 

underneath and cleaned daily. 

If you have water containers in your 

garden, it’s important to clean these daily 

as they are at risk of being contaminated 

by droppings. 

 

hen you are buying bird food try to 

get a good mix of peanuts and 

seeds. Good ready made mixes should 

contain sunflower seeds broken peanuts, 

flaked maize and smaller seeds such as 

millet.  

In severe weather bird cake and food bars 

are very good because of their high fat 

content. You can also feed kitchen scraps 

such as fat and suet, mild grated cheese, 

cooked potatoes, pastry and dried fruit. 

N.B. if you buy fat balls in nets, take them 

out! Birds can catch their claws and beaks 

in them, causing serious damage.  

M.H. 

I 
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    HOPS 

When morning mists in Autumn, weave patterns in the vale,                   

And heavy dews that hint at frost, the lush green meadows pale; 

And sheaves of corn in barn and rick, declare the harvest home, 

Men still have hops to gather, down by the River Frome. 

From many a smoke drenched city, from many a dreary slum, 

From many a gaunt Welsh mining town, the pale faced families come, 

By train and bus to Ledbury town, excited, noisy, gay, 

The happiest time in their drab lives – a holiday with pay. 

Along the roads of England, from Lancashire to Kent, 

Across the lonely mountain tracks of Cambria and Gwent, 

The gypsy vans with yellow sides, red wheels, tarpaulin tops, 

Are hurrying down to Bishop’s Frome to pick the golden hops. 

At early morn the blue wood smoke, from many an open fire, 

Marks where the city folk are lodged, in barn or shed or byre; 

And underneath the tall hedgerows, or in the leafy lane, 

The Romanies have drawn their vans, secure from wind and rain. 

At length the sun breaks through the mist, and round each barn and van, 

A romping group of boys and girls, a lurcher dog, a man, 

A swarthy youth, an aged crone, her hawk like eyes still keen, 

A woman washing children’s clothes, and odd yet homely scene. 

So soon as chilled September morn is warmed by mountain sun, 

Deserted vans and barns denote, that picking has begun; 

In yards where golden bosses shine, against the broad green leaves, 

Cascading from the taut straight wire, to which each tendril cleaves. 

The serried shady dark green aisles, so orderly since May, 

Become untidy heaps of bine, increasing day by day, 

Till pole and wire stand bare and gaunt, against the Autumn sky, 

From Withington to Ledbury Town, from Hegdon Hill to Wye. 

Throughout the month, while picking lasts, that tranquil countryside, 

Becomes a hive of industry, from morn till eventide; 

From field to kiln the wagons go, piled high with bags of hops, 

There’s bustle in the farmer’s house, and in the village shops. 

At length the fragrant blooms are safe; the yearly task is o’er, 

And on the farms round Ledbury Town, each barn becomes a store 

Of pockets ranged in long straight rows, like soldiers on parade, 

The oast- house fires have been withdrawn, the noisy pickers paid. 

The city dwellers have returned, to smoke and grime again, 

Those faces, pale a month ago, now tanned by sun and rain – 

The gypsy vans have headed west, along the roads to Wales, 

To pitch their camp in wooded dells, before the winter gales. 

‘Tis quiet now round Ledbury Town, there’s peace in Bishop’s Frome, 

‘Tis silent now in barn and byre, and in the farmer’s home. 

 The final act that ends the scene, as daylight hours decline, 

 Are winking fires in hop yards, where men are burning bine 

                            

  Taken from Hereford is Heaven by Geoffrey Bright 1948 
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Mortimer Ward 

Carol Gandy 

his summer has been wonderful, 

particularly after such a bad winter 

and spring, but for some, particularly those 

of our more elderly residents who find it 

difficult to keep cool, and for our farming 

community, it must have been a 

particularly challenging time. 

Aymestrey Fete was once again blessed 

with fine weather and Barry and myself 

thoroughly enjoyed the event once again, 

particularly the dog show which this year 

seemed to have more entrants than ever.  

Such a lot of work goes into this   event 

and those involved deserve our thanks. 

Recently the 498 bus service to Hereford 

was under threat.  This was as a result of 

too few residents using the 498 and the 

subsidy required by Herefordshire Council 

being quite high.  I discussed this matter 

with all the parish councils whose 

residents would be affected by the removal 

of the 498 and did gain an agreement from 

them that if the service was to be lost then 

they would be prepared to provide some 

money towards the subsidy for which I 

was very grateful.   Fortunately, as a result 

of a retendering process by Herefordshire 

Council, and my stressing the importance 

of the service to the residents of Mortimer 

ward, the 498 will continue without the 

need for support from parish councils, but 

I must stress that it is vital that this 

service is used otherwise it may well be 

lost.  

 am hopeful that with some new housing 

coming forward over the coming years 

that this may increase patronage.  You may 

feel at this time that this issue does not 

concern you, but who knows what your 

situation may be in a few years’ time.  

(Local bus timetables on page 21 Ed.) 

 

 

Another piece of good news is that 

Herefordshire Council has released a 

further £2,800,000 from reserves as a 

result of the Amey ongoing appeal to 

invest in public realm services.  

his will include £800k additional 

patching work on B and C roads, 

£450k on drainage works and £250k on 

innovation in pothole repair systems.  A 

further £1,252,647 has been provided by 

the government to be used to repair 

potholes and to protect local roads from 

severe weather. This includes an additional 

£500k for pothole repairs on rural C and U 

roads, £252k on additional patching of B 

and C roads and £500k on additional 

drainage works.  I recognise that there is 

still a long way to go but I am hoping we 

have turned the corner and that you will 

see considerable improvements in the 

maintenance of our roads in Mortimer 

ward over the coming months.  

ymestrey’s Neighbourhood Plan has 

been consulted upon and a 

referendum should follow shortly.  The 

document is first class and you should all 

take the opportunity to read it.  A lot of 

hard work has gone into its production and 

I believe it has really captured the 

character of Aymestrey and its 

surrounding villages and hamlets.  I would 

urge you all to participate in the 

referendum.  

T 

I 

T 

A 
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Healing from Home 

 
re you due for Hip or Knee surgery 

in the near future? If so, here are a 

few tips for pre and post operative care.  

Often the condition necessitating surgery 

means patients have pain or stiffness that 

prevents them from doing much exercise, 

so their muscles become wasted. Try and 

walk for 30 minutes daily to build up your 

muscles, so that they are at an advantage 

when it comes to rehabilitation. 

Anyone overweight should shed the 

excess. Even if you are not overweight, a 

really good diet will help improve stamina 

and innate healing power, so cutting down 

on your inpatient stay.  

enerally, it is important to cut down 

on acidic or sour foods because they 

produce more stomach acid, thus 

increasing aches and pains and impairing 

healing. So avoid all citrus fruits, sour 

tasting foods, nuts chillis and fast foods 

(which contain preservatives such as citric 

acid).  

void Alcohol for one month before 

and two months after to improve 

energy. 

Constipation tends to occur after surgery 

and causes additional discomfort. It also 

impairs calcium absorption in the colon, 

which may affect the healing of bones.  

Make sure you eat plenty of fibre rich 

foods such as beans, whole grains, fruits 

and vegetables, and drink plenty of water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

n order to help the joints, a home made 

chicken broth is very beneficial. 

Chop a medium sized organic chicken, 

leaving skin on, boil for 90 minutes with 

lots of garlic and a quarter teaspoon each 

of turmeric and cinnamon. Strain and 

store in fridge. 

Heat one cup and drink an hour before 

lunch every day for two weeks before,to 

one month after surgery. 

or hip surgery, massage the buttock, 

hip groin and inner thigh areas for one 

month before surgery with Weleda 

Massage Balm (from health food stores or 

chemists). This greatly reduces bruising 

after surgery and also helps relieve pain in 

the hips in the nights whilst awaiting your 

operation. 

Following surgery take two tablets of 

homeopathic Arnica30, three times a day 

between meals for 15 days and one 

Lamberts Gentle Vitamin C tablet daily for 

one month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 

G 
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Mortimer Medical Practice 

News from the Patients Participation Group  

Repeat Prescriptions 

From 1 July it has been necessary to allow 2 

working days between requesting routine 

medication and collecting it.  (This has been 

required by the Care Quality Commission for 

the Practice to retain its ‘Good’ rating.) There 

is no change in the Practice’s policy for urgent 

medication. 

Shingles Immunisation 

Letters should have been received by the 

following groups of people inviting them to 

book an appointment for a Shingles vaccination: 

 Those aged 70-75 inclusive 

 Those aged 76 but born after 1 September 1942 

 Those aged 78 and 79. 

Travel Vaccines 

Under new guidelines there will be a charge for immunisations for: 

   Hepatitis B, and  

   Meningitis ACWY. 

Arrangements for other immunisations remain unchanged. 

2018 Flu Vaccines 

This year the Department of Health is recommending different vaccines for different 

groups of patients. 

 Children ages 2 and 3 – nasal vaccine 

 Children in reception classes 1,2,3 and 4 will be offered nasal vaccine via the 

School Nursing Service 

 Those aged 2-18 in an ‘At Risk Group’ – nasal vaccine 

 People over 56 – adjuvant trivalent vaccine  

 Those between 18 and 65 in an ‘At Risk Group’ – quadrivalent vaccine. 

[Life does get complicated. Or does it need help to get that way? ] 

Vacancy for a person to represent the fine folk of Aymestrey 

Is there anyone in the village or nearby who can spare an hour every other month to 

attend our friendly group and represent the interests of their local community?  (The 

meetings start at 6.15pm and are usually held in the Kingsland Surgery.)   If you are 

interested or would like to know more, please give me a ring or have a word with 

Gene Clark, the Practice Manager at Kingsland and we shall be pleased to help. 

Next Meeting 
Planned for 18 September and if you have any points you wish to be raised (in 

confidence), please contact me on 01568-780891 or on‘bwebbertaylor@gmail.com’.  

Brian Taylor 
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Police 
Emergency                  999 
Non-Emergency          101 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Police Community Support Officer 226440 

Stephanie Annette 

 

 

To contact PCSO Steph Annette about non-

emergency local policing enquiries: 
101 ext 4539 

or 

07773043483 

stephanie.annette@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Leominster.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 
  
Please be aware the mobile number is not for 

reporting crime, and when PCSO Annette is 

not on duty, the phone is switched off with 

no facility to leave a message. 

Police Surgeries 

PCSO Steph Annette 6440 from Leominster Safer Neighbourhood Policing Team will be 

hosting police surgeries in your communities, where you can come along and meet a member 

of the team.  

These surgeries will enable you to raise any local policing concerns you have or you can 

come along just to say hi!  

There will be other venues in other villages added to the list in due course and if all goes to 

plan, these surgeries will then be held every five weeks from the dates given, so the next set of 

surgeries will be: 

24
th

 September 2018 Wigmore Community Shop 1400-1500hrs  

25
th 

September 2018 Leintwardine Library 1100-1200hrs 

26
th

 September 2018 St Leonards Church Café, Yarpole 1100-1200hrs 

27
th

 September 2018 Community Village Hall, Brimfield 1100-1200hrs 

If you have any questions regarding any of the above, please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch: 

Leominster.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk you can also follow us on twitter 

@LeominsterCops 

All the details will also be on our website: www.westmercia.police.uk under my area 

 

 

Caught Red-Handed 

Meaning:  To be caught in the act of doing something wrong 

Origin:  This originates from an old English law that ordered any person to be punished for 

butchering an animal that wasn’t his own.  The only way a person could be convicted was if 

he was caught with the animal’s blood still on his hands. 

 

mailto:stephanie.annette@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
mailto:Leominster.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
mailto:Leominster.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
http://www.westmercia.police.uk/
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 Answers to Quiz on page 4 

1. Indian Ocean 

2. 3 

3. Lurch 

4. Cyprus 

5. Corfu 

6. Multi Coloured Swap Shop 

7. Partridge Family 

8. Paddington Bear 

9. Jane Austin 

10. 7 

11. Newcastle 

12. South America 

13. Matthew  Horne 

14. Leningrad 

15. Rolling Stones 

16. King Lear 

17. Essex 

18. Green 

19. Throat 

20. 80’s 

21. Retina 

22. Hinduism 

23. Chess 

24. New York 

BUS TIMETABLE 

Bus Routes through Aymestrey Parish 

489 – Tues and Fri to and from Leominster 
Revised timetable from Tuesday 4th September 2018 

489 replaces the 488 
 
09.00 Aymestrey Riverside Inn/ Church 
09.03 Mortimer’s Cross Inn 
10.03 Arr. Leominster Bus Station 

12.20 Dep. Leominster Bus Station 
13.17 Mortimer’s Cross Inn 
13.20 Aymestrey Church/ Riverside Inn 

 

498 Every Wednesday to and from Hereford 

09.34 Aymestrey Riverside Inn/Church 
09.36 Mortimer’s Cross Inn 
10.48 Arr. Hereford Old Market 
10.51       Arr. Hereford Bus Station 

13.25 Dep. Hereford Bus Station 
13.30 Maylord Centre 
14.40 Arr.  Mortimer’s Cross 
14.42 Aymestrey 
 

496 Mon to Sat Circular Route to Leominster 

09.05 Dep.  Leominster Bus Station 
09.20 Mortimer’s Cross  
09.57 Arr. Leominster Bus Station 

12.05 Dep Leominster Bus Station 
12.20 Mortimer’s Cross 
12.57 Arr. Leominster Bus Station 

14.05 Dep. Leominster Bus Station 
14.20 Mortimer’s Cross 
14.57 Arr. Leominster Bus Station 

Not Saturdays 

 

494 From Leominster Mon to Sat 

(only on school days – Request stop) 
15.20 Leominster Bus Station (stand 2) 
16.33 Mortimer’s Cross 

495 – Mon to Sat circular route from Leominster 

15.45 Leominster Bus Station (stand 2) 
16.22 Mortimer’s Cross 
16.37 Leominster Bus Station 
               (Not Saturdays – does not operate on school days) 

16.45 Leominster Bus Station (stand 2) 
17.22 Mortimer’s Cross Inn (W-bound) 
17.37 Leominster Bus Station 
 
17.45 Leominster Bus Station (stand 2) 
18.22 Mortimer’s Cross Onn (W-bound) 
 

 
 

Mortimer Medical Practice 

Patient Participation Group 

Vacancy 
Is there anyone in Aymestrey Parish 

who can spare an hour every other 

month to attend our friendly group 

and represent the interests of their 

local community?  (The meetings 

start at 6.15pm and are usually held 

in the Kingsland Surgery.)   If you 

are interested or would like to know 

more, please give me a ring or have 

a word with Gene Clark, the Practice 

Manager at Kingsland and we shall 

be pleased to help.  

Brian Taylor 01568-780891 

bwebbertaylor@gmail.com 

 

 



22 

 

 

Interested in playing Texas Holdem Poker? 

Every Sunday night at 8pm there is a tournament game at the Rankin Constitutional Club in Corn Square.  
It’s open to everyone and welcomes beginners or more experienced players. 
The ‘buy-in’ is £10 for the game and an additional £2 that goes towards a pot of money that is played 

by the first 8 winners of the Sunday game. Search Facebook.com for “Leominster Poker Tournament” 
for more information. 

The club is also part of the UK Pub Poker League (www.championspoker.co.uk). Points are awarded for 

the finishing positions of every Sunday, the top five from each venue are invited to a quarter finals at a 
casino to try and play for a place at the UK final. 

This year I won a place in the final that is being held on the 29th /30th of September in Sheffield. With a 

field of 150 players it will be a tough game but with over £10,000 to play for, well worth it! 

I started going to the games on Sunday to improve my game but now it’s more for the fun and 
entertainment!  

If you would like a game please come along on a Sunday or contact me, I would be happy to 
introduce you to the fun of Sunday night poker. 

Ian Banks: - webadmin@aymenstrey.org 

 

Mortimer’s Cross Battlefield 
Project News Summer 2018 

Project progress:  The summer has seen much activity behind the scenes including an aerial survey courtesy 

of Swiftlightflight from Shobdon Airfield.  This took the opportunity to look at the features in the landscape 

exposed by the dry weather; although nothing of significance relating to the battle was observed this time.  

Landscape archaeology and document research into the battle is underway and battlefield investigations begin 
in the autumn.  

Volunteers:  There are now a substantial number of volunteers who bring a host of skills to the project. 

Opportunities for volunteers to become involved will evolve gradually as the project develops.  The talk and 

walk of the landscape in for volunteers by Dr Tracey Partida, Landscape Archaeology Director, is now fully 

booked although further landscape walks will be organized. Opportunities for volunteers to learn how to 

research documents are also in the pipeline. If you wish to be involved as a volunteer on the project please 

fill in the online registration form via this LINK. Or contact the project director Gary Ball 

mx1461cbap@gmail.com Recording your particular area of interest in the project will allow us to direct you 
to the relevant volunteer opportunities. 

Project promotion:  The project is being promoted at local events with opportunities to meet some of the 

team.  Over 100 people visited the model display of the battle in Kingsland Church during the Angelfest on 

Saturday 18th of August. Built and hand painted by Martin Hackett the well-known battlefield author and 

wargaming expert it contains thousands of accurate figures of the various factions who fought with the two 

armies and a plan of how the battle may have been fought.  This model will be shown at the Medieval Fayre 

in Ludlow on 23-25th of November.  

Dates for your diary: contact Martin Hackett on hackett765@btinternet.com 07926 903020 

Saturday 6 October 2018 7pm - Medieval Supper, Corners Inn - £25 a head - limited places - book early 
April 27th 2019 Annual battlefield walk with other events to be announced.  

We need your help: If you have any stories about the battle or where the bodies might be buried, reported or 

actual finds, or related place names, we are compiling a data base to help the research, or if you wish to 

receive project updates Please contact Patricia Pothecary 01568 708597 patricia@pothecary.net    

 

http://www.championspoker.co.uk/
mailto:webadmin@aymenstrey.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUqDlC91LzuHYvwnpmvLwRaeBhUZ2FPvMo0uGoY8D0528L4g/viewform
mailto:mx1461cbap@gmail.com
mailto:hackett765@btinternet.com
mailto:patricia@pothecary.net
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C o m i n g   S o o n  . . . . t o   a   t h e a t r e   near   you ! 

(Just a selection of the varied entertainment available in our area) 

The Regal Tenbury Wells 

Fri 12
th

 October 8.00pm and Sun 14
th

 October 3.00pm 

The 60
th
 Anniversary Tour will be broadcast LIVE to the 

Regal in celebration of Cliff’s 78
th
 birthday. 

 

 Box Office: 01584 811442  
 www.regaltenbury.co.uk 

 

.................................................................................................................................................................................... 

  Hereford Courtyard Theatre 
  Tues 6

th
 to Saturday 10

th
 November 

Based on Mel Brooks’ much loved Academy Award winning movie, 

The Producers is a hilarious musical comedy that has taken 
Broadway and the West End by storm, winning a record-breaking 12 

Tony Awards and 3 Olivier Awards.  

Impoverished by a string of flops, New York producer, Max 

Bialystock recruits timid accountant, Leo Bloom to help him pull off Broadway’s greatest scam.  They aim to produce the 
worst show ever and run away with millions, but they soon learn that show                  

        business can kick you in the teeth. 
 

Box Office: 01432 340555        www.courtyard.org.uk 

.................................................................................................................................................................................... 

Malvern Theatre 

Tues November 13
th

 to Saturday 17th 

MY MOTHER SAID I NEVER 

SHOULD 

Set in Manchester, Oldham and London,  the play is a 

poignant, bittersweet story about love, jealousy and the 
price of freedom.  It details the lives of four women 

through the immense social changes of the twentieth 

century.  Charlotte Keatley’s story focuses on four 
generations of one family as they confront the most 

significant moments of their lives. 

In 1940, Doris, a former teacher, encourages her nine year old daughter, Margaret, to mind her manners and practice the 

piano.  In 1969 Margaret’s relationship with her own daughter is strained, as art student, Jackie experiments with her new 

found sexual freedom.  When Jackie becomes pregnant at 18 and has baby Rosie, a decision is made that will affect all 
their lives irrevocably. 

Box Office: 01684 892277        www.malvern-theatres 

http://www.regaltenbury.co.uk/
http://www.courtyard.org.uk/
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Lentil Shepherd’s Pie 

A tasty vegetarian option 

 

Ingredients 

2 tbs butter or olive oil + extra for pie dish 

1 large red onion chopped 

2 carrots diced 

4 celery stalks chopped 

4 garlic cloves finely chopped 

150 g chestnut mushrooms chopped 

2 tsp dried thyme 

250 g Puy Lentils (or green) 

100 ml red wine 

990 ml veg stock 

 

2 tbs tomato 

puree (optional) 

1 tbs Marmite 

(optional)  

For Mash Topping 

850 g potatoes peeled and cut into chunks 

75g butter 

100ml milk   

      Method 

1. To make the filling, heat butter or oil in large pan and gently fry onion, carrot, celery and 

garlic for 15 minutes until soft.  Turn up the heat and add the mushrooms, cook for 3/.4 

minutes.  Sprinkle in thyme and add washed lentils.  Pour over wine and stock, then simmer 

gently uncovered for 40 to 45 minutes, until lentils are soft.  Add splash of water if needed. 

2. Meanwhile boil the potatoes until tender.  Drain.  Mash with butter and milk then season with 

salt and pepper. 

3. Remove lentil mixture from heat, add tomato puree and Marmite if using.  Stir well.  Check 

seasoning and grind black pepper over. 

4. Heat oven to 200c/180fan/gas 6.  Spoon lentil mixture into greased dish and top with the 

mashed potato.  Bake for 30 to 40 minutes until golden.   

 

YOGA                      

 

Wednesday  

11.00-12.15pm Aymestrey Parish Hall 

HATHA YOGA suitable for beginners 

£7 per class 

To book please contact: 

Gwyn Richards 

01584 83111   07791 109169 

gwynrichards@gmail.com 

‘FitnessPilates’ 
(Any level catered for) 

Aymestrey Parish Hall 

Thursdays 9.30am to 10.30am 

NOW 10.30am to 11.30am too! 

 

For more information 

Contact Barbara Kay Tel:  01544 388697 

or Fitscats@btinternet.com 

 

 

mailto:Fitscats@btinternet.com


25 

 

Notes from the Marsh 
11

th
 June-19

th
 August 2018 

Susanna Checketts 

 

 

 

n insolent horsefly biting my back 

right through the old mesh recliner,  

a single Painted Lady sunning itself on a 

sunshade base, young bucks strutting, and 

earth as hard as iron for weeks; in short, 

it’s the summer round-up.      

However, in spite of glorious scorching 

days of sunshine, most butterflies came in 

ones and twos, apart, of 

course, from the 

common or Cabbage 

Whites, which appear to 

be thriving.   At the end of July, two Dark 

Green Fritillaries, one a bit battered, were 

observed on paddock buddleias and the 

spreading marjoram (somewhat of a thug, 

but bees and butterflies love it).   Mid-

August saw singletons of Small 

Tortoiseshell, Comma, Meadow Brown, 

Gatekeeper and Common Blue butterflies, 

but nothing like the dancing clouds of even 

a few years ago, a sad reflection on 

countrywide changes.   

ore cheerily though, I don’t know of 

any martins nesting that close to us 

as this year. August came with a small 

group of martins shrieking high in a blue, 

blue sky, especially when the hobby came 

through like a scimitar. 

 On one occasion, there were swallows, 

martins and siskins 

shrieking and scattering in 

all directions.   

The peregrines have been 

doing fly-overs, and the falcon has once 

again been crying raucously as she 

apparently tried to escape from her pesky 

offspring.   

One day I spotted a rather chunky-winged 

large bird of prey, (pale underneath, darker 

wings) sailing purposefully south, a 

goshawk?  Not sure, but certainly a hawk 

rather than the streamlined falcons. 

 

 

he second half of June seemed to be 

mammal month;  apart from young 

foxes, there were numerous sightings of 

fallow deer with spikes just emerging, 

first-year bucks beginning to mature. After 

this they develop branching antlers with 

increasing sets of ‘points’ as they get older 

and stronger.   

 My favourite sighting was when I realised 

that there was a 

fallow doe up on 

the slope, and that 

she was not alone.  

 In front of her 

came a reckless 

little fawn; she nudged it back behind her, 

and then they zigzagged and bounced 

down the field together; my first-ever view 

of a wild fawn with its mother.   

nother evening, there was a 

chocolate-brown fallow deer by itself 

in the curve of the hedge; quite abruptly it 

stretched its neck, and began to trot 

downwards, just as if it had spotted 

something enticing.  Out of the grain 

below suddenly emerged a handsome 

badger, which shot through the hedge and 

waddled across a neighbouring field, the 

deer seemed fascinated by the brock. 

I was eating yet another bowl of Tillington 

dark cherries, when a blue dragonfly 

materialised at the paddock pond, a 

gorgeous male Broad-Bodied Chaser. I 

usually look out for golden females in late 

April, but didn’t manage to see any this 

year. 

till, the season has been kind; 

Hawkers have glittered over the pool, 

even if it is choked with water soldiers as 

well as water-lilies and lesser bulrushes 

and we all need a bit of glitter now and 

then. 

A 

M 

T 

A 

S 
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Aymestrey's summer fete was once again a great success.  More people than ever attended, 

and there was constant activity throughout the day.  Luckily the weather was kind to us.  

A huge number of entries in the Produce Competition, so well done to Dianne and Richard 

Partis for volunteering to organise things this this year.   

The whole day seemed to run smoothly and Joe's comparing very much helped the proceeding 

run along.  The highlights have to be Carla, with her splendid Suffolk Punch, John Boy,  the 

Kingsland Steel Pans: it was lovely to hear their music drift across the field, and the grand 

finale of the Tug of  War with both the Kingsland Firemen and The Young Farmers battling it 

out. 

We had a lot of new faces manning stalls on the day, so a big “thank you” to them too, but 

also a big thank you everyone who helped to set up the day before and the taking down and 

packing away after the fete.  Thank you too to all those behind the scenes who lent their skills 

on the build up to the day, and to those who, over the last 12years, have given their time, skills 

and support to help make Aymestrey fete so special.  

WELL DONE EVERYONE!!!! 

With special thanks to Mr and Mrs Hurcomb and Family 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Produce Show Results 

Winners 

 Rose Cup    Sue Chant  Single Rose in a Vase  

 Joyce Pugh Cup - Lisa Perkins  Coffee and Walnut Cake 

 Best in Show -  Maggie Brown Homemade Fruit or Alcoholic Beverage  

                        (Cherry Liqueur) 

 

Suggestions for categories for next year’s show would be welcome 

This year we had 42 people enter a total of 165 items. 

Looking forward to even more entries next year! 
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PARISH PEOPLE 
Here are some details for people in the parish you might need to contact 

 

 
 

 

 
 

      

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                      
PARISH COUNCIL 

                Chair                                              Vice-chair                                       Clerk 

  Ian Goddard            Helen Hamilton      Maggie Brown 

     770251                  709155   clerk@aymestrey.org  

          Tel: 07398 222 310 

Members 

Annaly Goodwin 709212   -   John Probert 708484   

                                             Ian Banks 770816webadmin@aymestrey.org 

                                             Ken Holland 770367  -   Wendy Bowen 709088 

Special Responsibilities 

Lengthsman:  David Williams                 Tree Warden:  Helen Hamilton 

Neighbourhood Development Plan:  Ken Holland                 Footpaths:  Dave Dunn 770224 

Mortimer Medical Practice Patient Representative:  Position vacant 

 

Ward Councillor: 

Carole Gandy 01568780583 carole.gandy@herefordshire.gov.uk 

 

VILLAGE HALL 

Bookings:    Ken Holland 770367   -   Ruth Scamp 709031 

Tickets:       Ken Holland, Ruth Scamp  -   Helen Roberts 770486 
 

CHURCH 

                    Churchwardens:    Stuart Hutchings 770536     Meg Thorpe 780384 

 

AYMESTREY MATTERS 
Editorial Team 

editor@aymestrey.org 

Marion Griffiths 709398  Mary Heale 709042 

Art and graphics Jonathan Heale © 

Aymestrey Website:   www.aymestrey.org 

mailto:editor@aymestrey.org
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DATES FOR DIARIES 

2018 
 

                                                                                                

 When      What     Where 

Mondays 7.30pm Carpet bowls VH 

Thursdays 8.00pm (excepting last 

Thursday of the month Sept to April) 

Sequence dancing  VH 

Thursday 7.30pm (last Thursday of the 

month) from Sept to April 

Aymestrey Branch  

Herefordshire Wildlife Trust 

PH 

Wednesday 11am to to 12.15pm Hatha Yoga PH 

Thursdays 9.30am to 10.30am 

(Session 2  10.30am to 11.30am) 

Pilates PH 

S e p t e m b e r 

Sunday 2nd 11am Holy Communion BCP Aymestrey 

Sunday 9th 9.30am Holy Communion BCP Aymestrey 

Friday 14th 8.00pm Quiz Night PH 

Sunday 16th 3.30pm Harvest Festival Leinthall Earls 

Friday 21st 7pm Grand Opening – Cinema Night PH 

Wednesday 26th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting PH 

   

Thursday 27th 7.30 – 9pm Wildlife Trust – “Deer and their place in the 

Landscape” Alan Reid 

PH 

Saturday 29th 10am to 3pm Apple Pressing Day PH 

Sunday 30th  4.30pm Benefice Evensong with the Dean of Hereford and 

Hereford Cathedral Choir 

Kingsland 

O c t o b e r 

Thursday 4th  10am Decorating the church for Harvest Festival Aymestrey 

Friday 5th 6.30pm 

 
Harvest Festival + songs and readings  

Followed by Harvest Supper in Parish Hall 

Aymestrey 

PH 

Sunday 7th 11am Harvest Communion BCP Aymestrey 

Friday 12th 8.00pm Quiz Night PH 

Saturday 13th 7.30pm Village Quire perform “Into the Garden” PH 

Sunday 14th 9.30am Holy Communion BCP Aymestrey 

Friday 19th 7.30pm Eddie Graham  -  Entertainer, singer, anecdotes PH 

Sunday 21st 3.30pm Evensong  Leinthall Earls 

Thursday 25th 7.30pm – 9pm Wildlife Trust – “Birds of Herefordshire and the 
Welsh Marches” Mike Colquhoun 

PH 

N o v e m b e r 
Friday 2nd 10.30am Preparation for Autumn Fayre PH 

Saturday 3rd 2.00pm Autumn Fayre PH 

Sunday 4th 11am Holy Communion BCP Aymestrey 

Friday 9th 8.00pm Quiz Night PH 

Sunday 11th 10.45am Armistice Day/Remembrance Sunday Aymestrey 

Sunday 11th 12.30pm Remembrance Day Luncheon PH 

Saturday 17th 7.30pm Aymestrey’s Got Talent!! - Variety Night PH 

Sunday 18th 3.30pm Holy Communion CW Leinthall Earls 

Wednesday 28th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting PH 

Thursday 29th 7.30pm – 9pm Wildlife Trust –“Unusual Herefordshire Plants” Peter 

Garner 

PH 

D e c e m b e r 
Friday 1st 7.30pm Dandy – Black Country Comedy Night PH 
Sunday 2nd 11am Advent Sunday Holy Communion  Aymestrey 

Friday 7th 8.00pm Christmas Quiz PH 
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