
 

 

Aymestrey Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the scheduled meeting of the Parish Council  
Wednesday 28 January 2026 7.00pm in Aymestrey Parish Hall  

 
Present: Cllrs Alison Archer (Chairman), Domenica Dunne, Dan Hurcomb, John 

Probert, and Eleanor Waldron. One vacancy remains. Herefordshire Council 
to be notified of a second vacancy. 

 
In attendance:  One member of public, The Parish Footpaths Officer & Maggie Brown, clerk.  

 
The Chairman announced that Councillor Helen Hamilton has resigned today, and her 
resignation has been accepted with regret. It was agreed by all present that Helen’s presence at 
meetings and contributions to the Parish Council will be greatly missed, in particular her 
informed input into planning matters. The clerk was instructed to write a letter expressing the 
Council’s appreciation and thanks. 

 
115./25-26 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Doug Murrie. Ward Councillor Carole 

Gandy was unable to attend. 
 

116./25-26 Declarations of Interest.  Declarations of Interest were received from Cllr Hurcomb in 
items 121 and Item 123f) payments x, xi and xii; and from Cllr Waldron in items 123f) for 
payments due to herself. No written Dispensation requests were received.  
 

117./25-26 Open Discussion:  
a) A report from Ward Cllr Carole Gandy had been circulated prior to the meeting. No 

questions were raised. Cllr Hurcomb added that Lengthsman funding 2026/27 would be 
at the base rate rather than double the base rate as was the case this year. A list of 
proposed highway maintenance is expected. A tour of Ballsgate Lane could be arranged 
with the Locality Steward. Cllr Archer agreed to attend.  

b) Views of residents on parish matters.  ` 
A resident volunteered to act as a first aider for village events such as the Wassail. The 
council agreed to fund a three-day course in Ludlow at a cost of £199 plus VAT, as this 
will be a benefit to the Parish. Decision to be ratified at the February meeting. 

c) Reports from Councillors.     
Cllr Hurcomb reported drainage on the A4110 near the Parish Hall is in a worsening 
condition. This has not been resolved for approximately 24 months. Agreed: to ask the 
Head of Highways for comment and then make a formal complaint about the lack of 
action. Post meeting note: Work started digging out the drain on the morning of 29 
January.  
Cllr Hurcomb reported damage to the bridge at Aymestrey. The Structures Team at 
Herefordshire Council has been notified. If further movement to the structure is noticed, 
please inform the clerk. 
 

118./25-26 Co-option: One vacancy. No applications for co-option to the Parish Council had been 
received. A second vacancy has occurred on the resignation of Cllr Hamilton. The official Notice 
of Vacancy will be posted soon. 
 



 

 

119./25-26 Minutes: RESOLVED minutes of the scheduled meeting held 26 November 2025 were 
agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

120./25-26 Footpaths 
a) An update from Footpaths Officer (PFO) can be seen in Appendix 1 attached to these 

Minutes.  
In addition, barbed wire on a stile was discussed. This has been made safe, but it was 
agreed that it should also be reported to Herefordshire Council Public Rights of Way 
team.  The PFO agreed to speak to the landowner in the first instance and give further 
information to the clerk. 
 
The PFO is in contact with Forestry England about a set of steps in need of repair, and it 
was agreed that he will also speak to them about replacing a stile with a self-closing or 
kissing gate, which could be provided under the Public Right of Way grant for 2026/27.   
 No  expense claims were received.    
 

b) No works were raised to be undertaken by the Footpaths Officer. 
   

121./25-26 Lengthsman/Drainage.  Works to be undertaken by the Lengthsman. A culvert/grip in 
Covenhope needs clearing. Clerk to advise the Lengthsman.  
 

122./25-26 Planning.  To consider response to applications to be determined by Herefordshire 
Council. No applications had been received.  
Noted: Offer from former Cllr Hamilton to advise the Parish Council on planning matters. It was 
agreed to check whether this is permitted and discuss at the February meeting. 
 

123./25-26 Financial Matters   
a) A report from the Responsible Financial Officer to end Q3 (Apr to Dec 2025) was discussed. 

No recommendations were made. 
b) Noted: verification of Bank Reconciliation to end Q3 (April to December 2025) had been 

completed by Cllr Doug Murrie, for which he was thanked. 
c) Noted: payments/receipts not listed in the November Minutes.  Paid £6 Bank Fees 30/11 & 

31/12, Payroll Month 9 Gross £528.46, Mortimers Cross Building Supplies (for Footpaths 
Officer) £8.65, One Stop Print Shop for printing Aymestrey Matters £303.60. Received £450 
from Herefordshire Council – grant for Public Rights of Way APC Invoice 2024-25_25.09.25 
additional labour.   

d) Noted: combined Unity Trust Bank balance on 21 January £ 27,207.91. 
e) Noted: balances. Reserve Fund £5,000, General Revenue Reserve £7,546.06, Total reserves 

£12,546.06.  Ringfenced: Traffic Calming Schemes £1,113.33, Earmarked: Mortimers Cross 
Traffic Calming Schemes £1,000, Election Fund £1,000, Total ringfenced/earmarked 
£3,113.33. Non reserve/ringfenced funds available: £11,548.52.   

f) RESOLVED to approve payments i. to xii below. No invoices had been received after 
publication of the agenda.   Cllrs Hurcomb and Waldron voted in line with their declarations 
of interest. It was RESOLVED that Cllr Waldron may authorise payment to herself, there now 
being only two signatories available.   
  VAT 
i Greenbarnes Ltd 19677 Notice board £1,508.02   £251.34  
ii HMRC Payroll PAYE & ER NI Month 10  £117.34      



 

 

iii Brown, M Payroll Month 10  £411.12    
iv Booth, M Post Office - postage for Aymestrey Matters   £40.48    
v Waldron, E 7202739 1p Mobile - AGNS Mobile Phone topup   £4.00   £0.67  
vi Waldron, E 7462126 1p Mobile - AGNS Mobile Phone topup   £4.00   £0.67  
vii Waldron, E 7732390 1p Mobile - AGNS Mobile Phone topup   £4.00   £0.67  
viii Waldron, E 8006717 1p Mobile - AGNS Mobile Phone topup   £4.00   £0.67  
ix Brown, M Expenses Mileage, January  £18.00 
x Yatton Farm Services 1124 notice board at Mortimers Cross.  £96.00   £16.00  
xi Yatton Farm Services 1125 tree debris River Lugg. 15.11.2025  £300.00   £50.00  
xii Yatton Farm Services 1127 Road sweeping Aymestrey  £390.00   £65.00 

total payments           £2,896.96 £385.02 
Non reserve/ringfenced balance after Payments £8,651.56.  
Bank balance after payments £24,310.95   
 

124./25-26 Policies. Considered for adoption: 
a) Risk Register (Risk Management Policy) 2026. RESOLVED to adopt, with one amendment. 
b) Asset Register 2026. RESOLVED to adopt. Location of one board to be corrected. Condition 

reports to be provided at the February meeting. Details to be provided by the clerk.  
c) Reserves Policy 2026 RESOLVED to adopt as amended. 
d) Aymestrey Parish Council Personal Data Management and Audit Policy. RESOLVED to defer 

until February meeting. 
e) Audit of Data Held by Councillors. It was not agreed to adopt or use this document.  

 
125./25-26 Information Technology (IT) Arrangements and Website Audit 

a) Website and IT processes proposals.  See report to Council.  Agreed: to consider again after 
the next IT Working Group meeting. Noted: The clerk is attending Assertion 10 training 
(which includes website compliance) at Herefordshire Association of Local Councils on 10 
February. 

b) 'Existing' website - support and ownership. See report to Council. Agreed: to consider again 
after the next IT Working Group meeting. 

c) Accessibility Statement, for adoption. Agreed: to consider again after the next IT Working 
Group meeting. 

d) IT Policy. Noted: Cllr Murrie had provided marked up text indicating differences between the 
document provided, and the template from Herefordshire Association of Local Councils. This 
was discussed in full and it was RESOLVED to adopt the draft provided by the clerk, which 
had been checked by Cllr Waldron, as agreed at the IT Working Group meeting. Cllr Waldron 
is thanked for this action and Cllr Murrie for drawing the Parish Council’s attention to the 
differences. 

e) IT 'Best Practices' Document. It was RESOLVED to adopt this document which is to be read by 
current members and provided to new members in future.  
 

126./25-26 Refuse arrangements at Covenhope. An update from Herefordshire Council, that a 
second bin could not be provided as insufficient level ground is available for its safe storage, 
was considered.  
 

127./25-26 Consultation. RESOLVED to not respond to the National Planning Policy Framework 
(NPPF) consultation seeking views on its content. 
  



 

 

128./25-26 Flood Prevention Equipment. Allocation of Aqua-sacs: 50 received, 10 to an Aymestrey 
resident, 10 to a resident near Leinthall Earls, 10 to residents in Mortimers Cross and 10 to The 
Riverside. All these properties are at risk of flooding. Agreed: to ask The Riverside if the 
remaining 10 could be stored at their premises, Cllr Archer agreed to ask if this is acceptable.  It 
was agreed to offer the Emergency kit bag to the Village First Aider.  
 

129./25-26 Contents of the Information Sheet were noted. Matters arising – clerk to ask the 
Lengthsman whether concerns raised under Item 1 could be a project for completion under the 
Lengthsman grant 2026/27.   
 

130./25-26 Date of next scheduled meeting of the Parish Council, Wednesday 25 February 2026.   
 
 
Meeting closed: 20:48 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed ………………………………………………………….  Dated 25 February 2026. 
Chairman of the Parish Council  

 
 
 
Appendix 1 

Footpath Report. January. 2026. 

AY1. Aymestrey Village Hall to Covenhope. 

 The previous November/2025 Report mentions wobbly stiles, barber wire on stiles and vegetation 

growth on the PROW with farm crops. All these outlined faults have now been rectified. The steps 

on the same path, as it runs down through Blackthorn Wood above Covenhope Farm needs 

replacing. I am in the process of contacting Forestry England to submit a Risk Assessment and 

obtain permission to effect some repairs. 

Mortimer Trail. Lower Step section near Yatton Court. 

I have made contact with the Orleton Volunteers who are going to assist with completing repairs. 

We are just working out a date for both the recce and the work. As you walk further towards Yatton 

Court, a Stile had a dog flap which someone took off, is the next repair job. 

Otherwise, the paths are all okay. No reports of problems. No receipts this month. 

FPO 

Aymestrey Parish.  


