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April Showers.

Let's hope not too many, we have had enough rain. The sun is trying it's best
and even the bees are finally venturing out.

Work ongoing.

Work continues clearing up the Mortimer Trail on the section where we had a
large tree down on Yatton Hill. | am pleasantly surprised whilst doing that clear
up, that a large number of walkers passing by have commented, expressing
their thanks for the effort taken to maintain the paths.

Vegetation growth is beginning to emerge, and some strimming is needing to
be carried out in a number of areas, AY1, from the Aymestrey Village Hall over
to Covenhope as well as AY1A which forks off and heads North above the
village towards the Riverside Inn. The Mortimer Trail between Ballsgate and
Lyepole Bridge needs work carried out. Mainly due to the fact that we have
had a very wet winter, and the small trees on the steep bank of Sned Wood
continue to slip down.

Otherwise the paths are in a good state and seem to be quite well used.

| continue to pick out routes that lie within the Parish which lend themselves to
less able walkers. A challenge for sure, due to the fact that we are situated in a
valley running basically North to South. Which means if you head anywhere
East or West, you will encounter some quite steep ground. The best | can come
up with is a walk beginning from the Aymestrey Village Hall, heading through
the village north then taking the lane towards Lye. Continue up and around
AY5 (Pyon Wood), then through to Yatton, before heading back towards
Aymestrey via AY4 past Bath Cottage. Unfortunately from the layby as you
reach the A4110, a walk along the busy road is needed. | believe there is
enough room to walk along a roadside path, this would require some work, but
is far safer. | know that the Traffic calming plans being considered do cover this



area and speeds are being reduced on that section, but wonder could a path
also be considered, to complete a good walk for less abled walkers.

| have been asked whether | have the Footpath Markers that were made
commemorating Soldiers that served during the First World War who were
from this area. | have no idea where those plaques are, and if anyone does
know, | would like to have them, so that they can be placed out on the various
posts. Each path in the area was dedicated to a Soldier.

PROW Fund.

If we are lucky enough to receive a grant from Hereford Council to improve
PROW, for instance, repair or replace Stiles for Gates, place in Finger Post or
generally make steps safer along our Parish Footpaths. Then we need to
submit what the cost would be. At the moment | am measuring up what
materials would be required so that we can place our bid for consideration.
This needs to be done fairly quickly as it will be a one shot job, before the
possible fund pot disappears like smoke. As a first request, the steps on AY3,
from Yatton Court to Pokehouse Wood are a priority. During wet weather
there is a current danger of injury due to the poor state of the steps. Next on
the list is a replacement of stiles on AY5, around Pyon Wood. This would assist
in making that path accessible for less abled walkers. If the stiles could be
replaced with gates, they would also help make the paths more user friendly.
Many footpaths are missing Finger posts on the roadside and need to be
replaced. | am measuring up and getting quotes for the equipment needed and
will submit a cost to the Parish Clerk. If, as a Parish Councillor you know where
something would be of benefit to the PROW in your area, please let me know
so they can be included with our request.

Expenses.

There are no expenses for this month.

Future Plans.

Complete the clear up on Yatton Hill, maintain pathways and submit a request
for funds to improve the PROW's for Aymestrey Parish.

More Sun, less problems. Happy walking.



