
Footpath Report January 2024 

 Another year begins. Let's hope no major problems occur.  

Work was carried out over the festive season and most paths are accessible. The cold spell put 
a hold on vegetation growth. 

The new year walk scheduled to go along the Mortimer Trail was changed to a different route. A 
shame, as I had been busy clearing a number of trees which were causing obstructions along 
the planned route between Lyepole Bridge and Ballsgate Common. They needed doing, so no 
problem. The day before the planned walk, further fallen trees were reported as blocking the 
new route. So, it was back to the chainsaw and clearing the path AY4 near Bath Cottage. 

Widening the path leading from Yatton up to the Hill Fort as well as AY1A from the Riverside Inn 
Aymestrey to Mantle Cottage is yet to be done. Fortunately, the cold frosty days have held back 
the bracken growth. 

I must send my thanks to two residents on the Yatton Hill Common for their efforts, clearing 
paths on the Common. These are well used by local walkers. The latest storms have brought 
down trees in a number of places and will get cleared as soon as possible. The worst problem is 
a large Beech tree which has come down across the Mortimer Trail on the ridge above Yatton Hill 
Common and unfortunately it has fallen across the bench seat which is the memorial seat at 
the southern end of the ridge. I can see the seat underneath the tree but don't think it is too 
damaged.  Clearing the tree and repairing the seat is a priority.  

There are no payments due this time although clearing the Beech tree will take some effort and 
fuel to carry out the work. I am still waiting for some contact with Herefordshire Council or 
Hoople to plan work on the steps leading up to Pokehouse Wood. I'm not holding my breath.  

Storm Jocelyn has now abated, and I expect a few reports to begin filtering in. Hopefully, her 
brothers and sisters aren't too fierce in the coming year.  

Looking forward to whatever 2024 brings.  

Aymestrey Parish - clear paths and scenic views for all. 

 

D L Dunn. Aymestrey Parish FPO. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


